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      Bernice gazed out over the estuary, alert for any food that might fly into range. She saw everything. The radiant blue sky with a few, very high white clouds drifting past. The gray-white gulls arguing over on the other side of the brackish water. Another kind of dragonfly, one with a bright red-orange body, shot over the tops of reeds and rushes, chasing down a yellow and black tiger swallowtail.

      The tide was out and one of the puddles in front of her contained three very small salmon, hiding in the green water grasses. Remaining still, perhaps sleeping. The tide wouldn’t come back in until much later in the day.

      Brown cattails and dark green reeds waved in the breeze. The breeze blew across the estuary, from the big road that humans used. Their cars went across it all day and night. The cars stank of nasty chemicals and their smell tainted the air.

      The wind gusted a bit and the brown cattail flower she perched upon swayed. Bernice moved her wings, adjusting herself to stay upright. There was salt on the breeze. One of the other dragonflies, a skimmer like Bernice, had told her that beyond the human’s road lay a body of water too large to even imagine. Fish swam in that water. Fish big enough to eat one of the human’s cars.

      Bernice hadn’t believed her. Everyone knew that beyond the estuary was just dry land, except for the huge greenish-brown river. And there weren’t enough plants on the edges of that water to perch or lay eggs on. There might not be any insects to eat either. Bernice was fine with staying right here. Despite all the male skimmers.

      The breeze returned to normal and gently swept across the estuary. Carrying a mosquito. …

      Zzzzip.

      And the mosquito was gone.

      Faster than that.

      Bernice chewed on the remnants of her catch, remaining on the lookout for more. As well as for those pesky male skimmers.

      Bernice had been the fastest twelve spotted skimmer on the Qwuloolt Estuary. She had mated and laid eggs several days ago. One of her four wings had been injured in the mating. It still hadn’t recovered and ached horribly. She couldn’t fly as well now, either. Couldn’t always catch her prey. She wasn’t sure of her ability to avoid males. Another mating like that could blind or even kill her.

      She’d seen it several times already. Other female dragonflies blinded when the males’ claspers latched onto the females eyes, to hold her for mating. It was terrible. Bernice was finished with that. Provided she could avoid the males.

      She would only live till the weather turned cold. Most of her life had already been spent underwater, as a nymph, eating mosquito larvae, tadpoles and even small fish as she grew closer to maturity. Her mouth watered just thinking about the fish.
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