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        I almost always use a few specific paragraphs from Tonya Liburd’s story “The Ace of Knives” to illustrate code switching, because it shows how ubiquitous the phenomenon is, occurring even in dialogues between the same people, at the same moment, and on the same topic.  It also highlights strategies for indicating how these shifts happen, and how they sound. “The Ace of Knives” is a stellar story, and an essential resource for me as I share knowledge of how dialogue works.

        NISI SHAWL, CO-AUTHOR OF WRITING THE OTHER

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I’m always on the look out for new voices: marginalized voices, writers who may only need a bigger platform for readers to discover them. Tonya Liburd is one of those writers. Her “The Ace of Knives” was the kind of story that waited, bided its time for the right opportunity to grab you by the collar, draw you in close, and whisper its dark secrets to you. It’s sharp, layered, and brimming with that particular kind of magic born from the intersection of lived experience and myth.

        MAURICE BROADDUS, AUTHOR OF SWEEP OF STARS

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Amazing. I loved it. Particularly the subtlety of the genre elements.

        GEMMA FILES, AUTHOR OF EXPERIMENTAL FILMS

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Powerful.

        MARIA HASKINS, AUTHOR OF SIX DREAMS ABOUT THE TRAIN AND OTHER STORIES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “The Ace of Knives” deserves its perennial reprinting and ongoing attention in the SFF/H world. It’s gratifying to see a now-established author’s first story live on, and live so well.

        RANLYT RICHILDIS, FOUNDER AND EDITOR OF LACKINGTON’S

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Beauty and danger in ordinary things. Poetically wrought, with gorgeous characterization.

        JORDAN KURELLA, NEBULA AWARD-FINALIST AUTHOR OF I NEVER LIKED YOU ANYWAY
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      The Ace of Knives remembers the first time she saw the card.

      The Ace of Swords, the signifier of change.

      Back then she imagined the Ace of Swords to be a sign of hope. Hope that her life would improve. Instead it had been an indicator of the change she was about to undergo, that her time was coming.

      It was after that reading that she became The Ace of Knives.
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