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To my daughter, Lisa Lynn
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In a distant land by a great lake is a place where the seasons go round and around — winter, spring, summer, and fall — but the people love winter most of all.

The people love when spring comes to town, bringing gentle rain to crops like barley, corn, and wheat and other good things to eat. They love how the rain greens the grass, colors the flowers, and helps the trees dress up in shapely leaves.
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Also, the people love the way summer arrives in town on a dazzling bright sunbeam that warms the lakes, rivers, ponds, and streams. They love the way the sun warms the trails that lead to parks and fields filled with pleasant dreams.

They love it when fall comes to town, swooping in on a gusty breeze, sweeping up colors of red, yellow, orange, and brown. They love the way the cooling winds carry away the leafy litter from undressed trees.

But most of all, they have a deep affection for winter coming to town with its glistening snow covering the hills to ski on and to sled upon. And the frozen lakes and ponds to skate on and to fish in. But what they love most are the shorter days and longer nights when people display their holiday lights.
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