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For every child who has ever been told

they were “too much” or “not enough” —

you were always exactly right.

Your wonder is your power.
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👋 A Note Before We Begin
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Hello, Wonder Engineer!

Yes — I am talking to you. The one holding this book right now.

Did you know that inside every single child on this planet, there is a hidden power? Not a superpower from a movie. Something even better. A real power. YOUR power. Something you do, feel, think, or notice that nobody else in the whole world does quite the same way you do.

Some children are brilliant at asking questions nobody thought to ask. Some can look at a broken thing and immediately know how to fix it. Some feel what other people feel before those people even say a word. Some can make friends with absolutely anyone in thirty seconds flat.

In this book, you will meet twelve children from twelve different countries around the world. Each of them has a problem. Each of them has a moment when they think: I cannot do this. And each of them discovers something surprising — that the very thing they thought was their weakness is actually their greatest strength.

After each story, you will find a Think About It question, a Did You Know fact, and a Try This activity. You can read the stories in any order. You can start with the child who lives closest to where you live, or farthest away. You can start with the problem that sounds most like one you have had yourself.

There is only one rule: after you finish the book, you must write down your own hidden power. Because you have one. I promise.

— Abdullah Al-Baghdadi

★  ★  ★

👨‍👩‍👧 A Note for Parents & Educators

The Wonder Engineers is designed to do three things simultaneously: tell genuinely engaging stories that children will not want to put down; introduce children to twelve different cultures, landscapes, and ways of living in the world; and provide a framework for children to identify and celebrate their own unique strengths.

Each story is independently readable and suitable for reading aloud. The activities at the end of each chapter are designed for ages 6–12 and can be adapted for classroom or home use. The final chapter of the book invites each child to write their own Wonder Engineer Profile — a powerful exercise in self-awareness and self-appreciation.

Every child is a wonder engineer. This book simply helps them believe it.
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UNIT ONE

👁️  The Power of Noticing

★  ★  ★

Some children see things nobody else sees. They notice the crack before the wall falls. They spot the small bird that everyone else walked past. They hear the sadness in a voice when everyone else just hears words. This unit is about three children who changed everything — simply by paying attention.

Story 1
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🏴  Hana and the Broken Bridge
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🇯🇵 Kyoto, Japan  ·  Ages 6–12

The bridge had been broken for eleven days.

Nobody in Hana's village had noticed. Or perhaps they had noticed and decided it was somebody else's problem. Either way, every morning for eleven days, the people of Yanaka Street walked around the broken bridge, adding seven minutes to their journey, and said nothing.

Hana was eight years old, and she noticed everything.

She noticed that Mrs. Tanaka's shopping bag was always heavier on Tuesdays. She noticed that the cherry tree by the school gate was getting sick on one side. She noticed that her teacher, Mr. Ito, always paused for exactly three seconds before answering a difficult question, as though he was listening to something inside himself.

And she noticed the bridge.

The Problem

It wasn't just broken. It was broken in a very specific way. Three wooden planks had rotted through, leaving a gap about thirty centimeters wide. Not large enough to fall through. But large enough to trip on, if you were carrying something heavy, or if you were Mrs. Tanaka on a Tuesday.

Hana went to her father. "The bridge is broken," she said.

"I know," said her father. "The village will fix it eventually."

Hana went to the village office. The man at the desk looked up from his papers. "We are aware of the issue," he said. "It is on the list."

"How long is the list?" asked Hana.

The man smiled in the way adults smile when they do not want to answer. "Quite long," he said.

Hana walked home slowly, watching. She watched the carpenter who had his workshop on the corner of Yanaka Street. She watched him work with three different kinds of wood every day, shaping, planing, fitting pieces together with quiet concentration.

She had an idea.

The Discovery

"Excuse me," said Hana, stopping at the carpenter's door. "Do you have any wood you don't need?"

The carpenter, whose name was Taniguchi-san, looked down at the small girl. "What for?"
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