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1. Introduction
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Bust of Eugène Marais by Coert Steynberg during the 1940’s.

Geniuses are scattered far and wide and in many cases not adequately honoured in either their lifetime or country of birth.  Eugène Nielen Marais fits this category.

During 2003 Eugène Marais was singled out by an independent panel of international literary scholars as one of the top 15 African writers of the twentieth century.

After conducting an opinion poll in 2012 RSG and Leserskring (Afrikaans radio station and book distributor respectively) published an anthology comprising the 100 most popular Afrikaans poems.  Included was the remarkable number of five contributions by Eugène Marais; Die Dans van die Reën, Diep Rivier, Mabalêl, Skoppensboer and Winternag. Moreover, Winternag  was selected as the most popular Afrikaans poem of all time!

Some years before that Robert Ardrey, the world-renowned American scientist and anthropologist, considered the contributions of Eugène Marais to the Natural Sciences to be of greater value than that of Albert Einstein to mathematics. In the introduction to The Soul of the Ape in 1969 Ardrey wrote: ‘As a scientist he was unique, supreme in his time, yet a worker in a science unborn.’  Today Eugène Marais is widely acknowledged as the pioneer and founder of Ethology, the branch of zoology that studies the behaviour of animals in their natural habitats.

The fact remains that Eugène Marais’ findings have yet to be questioned or refuted; in truth science borrows from him.  After all, his work has been plagiarized by scientists at least five times, in various international languages. 

Not to mention the appreciation Eugène Marais enjoys in his country of birth, South Africa.  Recognition has been escalating over time and gains ground with each new generation. 

This is the influence that the giant Eugène Marais exerts in South Africa and around the world.  This is why his works have been translated into most prominent global languages. 

It is also the reason why, when one enters the name of Eugène Marais into a global search engine, in excess of 2 million pages with Marais as subject pop up where references to him, his work and his theories abound. 

What was it that Eugène Marais so vigorously and relentlessly sought through his work?  On a political level he yearned for a just and fair Republic for his people, unabated!  This explains his opposition to the hapless demagogue Paul Kruger, and Marais’ endeavours to broker an acceptable settlement for his compatriots after the end of the Anglo-Boer War.  Not to mention the advancement of the Afrikaans language. 

What did Marais search for?  What was it that inspired and motivated him? 

Eugène Marais aspired to find the answer to the question ‘what constitutes the soul?’  He attempted to grasp the evolution of animal life and the human psyche.  He endeavoured to make sense of consciousness and cognition, the workings of intelligence and memory.  He questioned the driving force behind these forces of life.  He wanted to determine the emergence of implicit and explicit memory – the ability to first internalize and then remember the principle of cause and effect.  Among his literary works his two most celebrated books were ‘The Soul of the White Ant’ later followed by the equally famous ‘The Soul of the Ape’.  Had he not passed away his next masterpiece may well have been ‘The Soul of Man’  that would have completed an unrivalled trilogy. 

There is no doubt that Eugène Marais showed signs of a vast intellect as a young scholar.  To this day his brilliance is evident in his work.  His legacy extends well beyond the confines of his country of birth. 

He gave us the 85 most important words in the Afrikaans vocabulary.

He championed the second Afrikaanse Taalbeweging (language movement) and is also its most prolific contributor.

As a natural scientist his studies paved the way for the animal behaviour sciences.

He engaged in a fierce struggle with the blundering and corrupt Paul Kruger government to ensure the independence and the advancement of the Z.A.R..  Paul Kruger tries to silence him by two specific acts aimed at curbing him and press freedom.

He was as an advisor to the British instrumental in shaping the political landscape after the Anglo-Boer War declaration of peace and negotiated various favourable peace deals for his fellow countrymen.

He persuaded British leaders to cease immoral supremacy.  Marais warned the British leaders and predicted that the suffering caused by Imperialism would soon denigrate the Empire. 

​

He is the first South African of whom a research report had been included in the annals of the authoritative Smithsonian Institution.

He performed the first successful medical treatment by means of hypnosis in South Africa.

His poem ‘Winternag’ has been set to music by 49 different composers.

In 2022 a chapter on Marais was included in Nick Dall’s book, together with 11 other people, as ‘Legends: People Who Changed South Africa for the Better’.

‘Eugène Marais Rediscovered’ is a humble effort aimed at sharing in the knowledge, work and romanticism of Eugène Marais by means of new and lesser known facts and photographs.  More importantly, providing new perspectives on his role in the political arena and the second Afrikaanse Taalbeweging (Language Movement).

Eugène Marais was only human.  His addiction to opiates is no secret, and he could err in judgement or overreact in the heat of the moment.  At times he withheld – even twisted the truth to protect his people or reach a particular outcome.  Yet Marais’s genial mind, hunger for knowledge, brilliant insights and innovative research methods fuelled by his tenacity and vast knowledge makes him an extraordinary human being that deserves to be revered on the world stage.

The last word about Eugène Marais has yet to be spoken.  Or written for that matter. 

––––––––
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2. Fragments from Eugène Marais’ Early Life

[image: ]




2.1 Early Days

2.2 A Cape encounter

2.3 The great Love from Natal

[image: ]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


2.1 Early Days
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Eugène Marais was born on 9 January 1871 on the farm Daspoort in the Pretoria district of South Africa. 

His father was the impoverished Jan Christiaan Nielen Marais whom his children referred to as ‘the perfect invalid’.  He suffered from poor health and a dismal view of life.  He was married to Catharina Helena Cornelia van Niekerk who hailed from a family of horse breeders in the Malmesbury district.  She was the strict matriarch that took care of the family – it is no wonder that her father was known as ‘Fierce Hendrik’.  The Van Niekerk dynasty passed on the writing and art gene to Eugène Marais’ family. 

Jan Christiaan Nielen Marais was raised on Nektar, the farm of his father Charles Gerard Marais overlooking the Eersterivier in Jonkershoek outside Stellenbosch.  As from 1841 he leased the farm from his father for 10/- per annum, and purchased it in 1847 for £1875.  By now a qualified attorney he wedded Catharina on 28 March 1843.  The first five of their children were born on Nectar.  Jan Marais was jocularly known as Jan Lui (Idle Jan).  In 1854 he sold the farm for £2750 to Hendrik Ludolph Neethling. Nektar later became the property of Una van der Spuy, the widely known horticulturist.  It was subsequently declared as a national monument and the Van der Spuy descendants continue to reside at what is today known as Old Nectar.

Jan Marais was elected as officer and Quartermaster of the Stellenboschse Vrywilligerskorps (Citizen Force) in 1856. In 1858 he is nominated as the Stellenboschwyk  candidate for membership of the ‘House of Assembly’ – an early indication of the interest in politics that ran through the Marais family.  In 1858 Jan Marais purchased erf 1833 on the corner of Victoria- en Ryneveld Streets in Stellenbosch that he eventually sold in 1862.  It is possible that he practiced law here. 

As of 1853 several civil suits were filed implicating Jan Marais of debt-related charges and misappropriation of trust funds.  He was consequently sequestrated in 1857.  Marais had no choice but to relocate, and Bloemfontein to the north in the Orange Free State it was to be. 

Here Jan was appointed as State Secretary in 1863 only to be dismissed in 1867 due to gross financial negligence.  He was sentenced to jail in 1867, but his wife pleaded for a reduced sentence most likely on the premise of lack of income.  ‘Idle Jan’ Marais was yet again grossly financially indebted and had to move on - this time further north to Pretoria.  (In 1871 the Bloemfontein court sequestrated Jan Marais in absentia. He did however return to Bloemfontein to serve part of his sentence passed down in 1867). 

‘Idle Jan’ and his family settled in Pretoria in 1868 and initially lived on a property that belonged to one of his brothers ‘Lang Piet’ Marais.  Shortly thereafter Jan Marais evidently rented a portion of the farm Daspoort from M W Pretorius. This is where Eugène Marais was born in 1871.  Jan Marais also procured a townhouse in Prinsloo Street, Pretoria.  Here he served as a member of the Transvaal Government under T. F. Burgers.

On 22 March 1871 Deacon Joseph Harris Wills christened Eugène Marais in the (Anglican) St Albans Episcopal English Church in Pretoria.  The parents’ names were put down as ‘John Christian’ Nielen Marais and ‘Catherine Helen’ Cornelia.  The witnesses were John Robert Lys, Charles J Becker, Olivia S Lys and Aletta A Becker.  Jan Marais stated his position as ‘Farmer’ implying that he resided at Daspoort at the time.  The above-mentioned Anglican congregation was established in 1863 but only raised a church in 1873. By all accounts services were conducted in the Deacon’s home prior to 1873.
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A copy of the original inscription of Eugène Marais’ baptism which 

was traced by the author in 2016.
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Deacon Joseph Harris Wills, here in his old age, who christened 

Eugène Marais on March 22, 1871.

––––––––
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In 1874 Jan Marais and Goosen Verdoorn purchased a portion of the farm Daspoort from M W Pretorius. Marais named it Les Marais - ‘the place of Marais’.  Goosen Verdoorn happened to be the father of Andries Verdoorn who later married Jan’s se daughter Georgie.  For the rest of his days ‘Idle Jan’ Marais remained a cartage contractor and trader. 

Dirk Daniel van Niekerk, a brother of Eugène Marais’ mother settled at Les Marais for some time.  Dirk erected the famous Red Mill on the southern part of Daspoort, opposite the present produce market, where he and his nephew Hennie Marais processed wheat and maize for the surrounding farmers. 
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The Red Mill, earlier a well-known landmark at the 

northwest  entrance to Pretoria, captured by 

J.H. Pierneef.   The Berlin Missionary Station, erected 

in 1870 is to be seen to the left.  The Mill was built 

during the 1870’s.

––––––––
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The young Eugène and Melt, a son of Dirk van Niekerk, in all likelihood forged a friendship between the ages of seven and ten growing up on the banks of the Apies River; a friendship that would last a lifetime. Snippets from the unpublished ‘Lewensskets’ by Melt van Niekerk provide fascinating details of Les Marais (although Melt did, at an advanced age, misplace the exact location of the Mill). The following extract is unedited: 

‘In those days there were only a few houses along the Apies river, which in normal conditions was a rather strong stream.  Back then it was wild and profit was to be made.  One late afternoon my mother wished to make coffee for the workers and asked me to bring the kettle of boiling water from the outdoor fire; the kettle was too hot to handle with the naked hand and I used a small strip of material for this purpose. The material proved too weak and the kettle crashed down spilling boiling water on my foot.  A serious burn wound resulted and my father had to drive me to hospital by ox wagon (the only means of transport available at the time).  The doctor treated the wound and after a few weeks I was up and about...’

Jan Marais sold the farm to J.C. Lys in 1876 and moved his family to Lynnwood House, situated on the corner of Jacob Marais- and Prinsloo Streets on the banks of the Apies River. 

Dirk Daniel van Niekerk closed down his mill at Daspoort.  He relocated to the Lowveld, became the first person to discover gold at Kaapse Hoop and was later appointed as field-cornet and Inspector of Roads of the De Kaap Goudvelde. He resided in Barberton at 11 Berg Street, close to the home of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick – cartage contractor, hotel manager and later newspaper editor.  Fitzpatrick would later play an important part in the life of Eugène Marais.  Dirk van Niekerk made it known to the governing bodies that foreign nationals were decimating wildlife as a result of unrestrained hunting.  He made a strong case for the establishment of a game reserve and took a leading part in presenting at least two petitions to the Volksraad; hence the reason he is referred to as a founding member of the Kruger National Park.  Van Niekerk Street in Barberton is named after him. 

Eugène Marais was a mere 5 years of age in 1876 when he commenced schooling in the rectory of the church on Church Square.  His tutor was Ms Anna Pottger, personally recruited by President T.F. Burgers.

Pretoria had a ‘Government School’ ever since formal education was established during 1859.  Tuition took place in the residence of Zacharius Pretorius with Hendrik Stiemens as the first tutor.  Stiemens was, however instrumental in gradually establishing English as the language of education at the cost of Dutch, to the great concern of the Boers.  

[image: ]

The church on Church Square, circa 1854, after some renovations, where Eugène Marais received his first tuition and the Reverend A.J. Begemann.

––––––––

[image: ]


After President T.F. Burgers new education policies was implemented, the academic results were below par. That moved Genl. P.J. Joubert to initiate a new Hoogere Skool for his compatriots.  This confusion explains why the Marais family depended on the church for their son’s education.  

As from 1877 Eugène Marais was educated at the English school of Archdeacon A. Roberts in the outskirts of Pretoria (close to the present central prison).  Later the school relocated to Fountain Lodge in Mark Street (later Paul Kruger Street), and then to St Birinus school (situated behind the present Anglican Cathedral in Schoeman Street) followed by occupation on premises in Pretorius Street.  Here Marais received his tuition in Dutch. 

Archdeacon Roberts believed in growing a healthy body and mind.  His pupils played rugby, cricket and water polo in the Hondekuil  (dog pool)  of the Apies River.  Eugène Marais was a talented swimmer (he later beat the odds by crossing a large pool in the Berg River, Paarl four times). 

In 1880 Eugène Marais moved to live with his older brother Charles in Boshoff.  Passage was by way of an ox wagon belonging to a certain van Heerden, Cape-cart salesman, trader and hunter.  Van Heerden travelled through the rural Western Transvaal and the Kalahari selling produce to the Kimberley diamond fields.  Eugène Marais finally arrived in Boshoff in 1881.
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The Rev. Roberts, center holding the ball together with the ‘Pretoria Cricket and Football Team’, Pretoria’s first rugby team, circa 1878. He later became Eugène Marais’ tutor.

––––––––
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In Boshoff Eugène Marais attended David Field’s English medium school (with Dutch as part of the curriculum).  There were four tutors and more than 100 learners. 
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2.2 A Cape Encounter
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Eugène Marais, his sister Lizzie Niemeyer and her children left Boshoff for Paarl in 1884.  They travelled by ox wagon as far as Potfontein to the south of Kimberley and from there by train to Paarl.  The reason for the relocation was the downturn in the wool trade and better prospects in the Western Cape where many of the Marais family resided.

In Paarl they moved into a simple thatched house on Zeederberg square.  Eugène Marais and his nephews John en Gustav Niemeyer enrolled in the Paarl First Class Undenominational School, more commonly known as the Paarl Public School and later renamed Paarl Boys High School.  It was founded in 1868 and is today referred to as ‘Boishaai’.  Marais’ signature, entered during May 1884 in the school register confirms that he was pupil no. 416.  (John Niemeyer, mentioned above, fell in battle during the Anglo Boer-War at Ladysmith). 

The erstwhile school and adjacent boarding house were located at the bottom end of Lawaaimaakstraat, which has since been renamed Rozenfontein Steeg.  Eugène Marais walked to school down Rozenfontein  close. 

Tuition was conducted through the medium of English.  Dutch was an optional subject and taught as a foreign language.  Initially Eugène Marais found the Afrikaans dialect in Paarl interesting but difficult compared to Afrikaans as spoken in Pretoria.  However, he soon mastered the language.

He loathed the fact that the school and governing bodies gave English preference over Afrikaans – in some cases suppressing Afrikaans.  Eugène Marais took umbrage that most Afrikaans speakers gleefully accepted it and even found it to be fashionable.  He resented the matter, which also became evident in his poems.  

He also took notice of the workings of the GRA (Afrikaans language movement) which had been active in Paarl for a decade.

[image: A split screen of a house
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An old image of the building where Eugène Marais attended school (above) and the same building in 2016.  Note the sawn off stump of the tree in the foreground.

––––––––
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At school Eugène Marais proved to be a gifted learner and was elected as captain of his class despite being two years younger than his classmates.  He showed a hunger for knowledge and read extensively. 

[image: A path with trees and a building in the background
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An old photograph of Lawaaimaak Steet, the close Eugène Marais walked down to school with the boarding house partly visible in the background.
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The boarding house as it stands in 2016.

––––––––
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Eugène Marais was particularly inspired by Mr. John (Oubaas) Inglis, a Scottish born teacher that was responsible for English, Latin and Greek who introduced his pupil to the world at large.  Inglis obtained an MA degree at St Andrews University in Scotland before he wedded a South-African lass and settled in Paarl.  Inglis taught between 1881 and 1915. 

[image: A close-up of a document
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Eugène Marais’ signature appears below those of his nephews John and Gustav Niemeyer in the ¨Paarl Public School¨ register of 1884.  Marais entered his age as 14 years old.  Note his neat signature. 

––––––––

[image: ]


1885 and 1887 Eugène Marais was appointed as honorary journalist and reporter (a scribe/public relations position) in the ‘Union Debating Society’.  He soon received praise for his considerable debating skills and his reporting on matters pertaining to the Society. 

Eugène Marais excelled in languages – particularly Latin, and was an accomplished swimmer and high jumper.  At one stage there was no science tutor.  Eugène Marais was asked to stand in as lecturer. It is recorded that at least one of his experiments ended up in an explosion. 

[image: A close-up of a person
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‘Oubaas¨ Inglis, the Scottish teacher that tutored Eugène Marais in classic languages and introduced him to the romanticism of the world. Eugène Marais had been given special permission to write his matriculation exams in 1887 at age 16.  This photograph of him (right)dates from the same year.

––––––––
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Although Eugène had written his first poem, ‘A Soldier’s Grave’ at the age of twelve in Boshoff in the Orange Free State – inspired by the corpse of a British soldier that he stumbled upon (and buried) as part of a hunting party shortly after the First Boer War – a further nine English poems are published in the Paarl District Advertiser 1885 and 1887. Among them were ‘A Soldier’s Grave’, ‘Love[image: ], ‘Majuba’, ‘South Africa’, ‘Anglified Africanders’, ‘Ode to Paarl composed on Paarl Mountain’ and ‘There Shall be no more Sea’, based on Revelations 21:1. 

These poems speak of great patriotism for South Africa, particularly the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek as well as the Afrikaans language.

As a sixteen-year-old his poem ‘Anglified Africanders’, published on 5 March 1887, rebukes his countrymen for their haughtiness and embracing all things British, comparing them as slaves to language and culture: 

.... ‘slaves should ever imitate

the lords and masters of the state!’

On Sundays Eugène Marais spends much time translating parts of the Vulgate from Latin into Afrikaans.  The Vulgate Bible is a translation of the Bible into basic Latin by Hironimus as commissioned by Pope Damascus.  It was translated between 390 and 405 after the birth of Christ, and in 1546 the Vatican officially adopted it as the Bible of the Catholic faith.  

Unfortunately there is no trace of Eugène Marais’ translations.  

It is worth noting that S J du Toit (Totius) commenced with the official translation of the Bible into Afrikaans in 1889 - two years after Marais had done so. 
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Learners from the ¨Paarl Public School¨ in 1887.  Eugène Marais, in his matric year, stands in the row second from the back (third from the left).

––––––––
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During his stay in Paarl Eugène Marais spent many weekends and holidays with family on surrounding farms such as Mosterdsdrif and Klein Gustrow, the properties of his uncles Charles and Mynhardus respectively.

[image: ]

Eugène Marais during his matric year at Paarl.  Whether the cross that he wears on the chain is just incidental or whether it holds some special meaning for him, is not known.

––––––––
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An interesting snippet involves Eugène Marais and his close friend Dawie Mostert who had been watching the Berg river after torrential rain.  Dawie chastised Marais about his pipe smoking, after which Marais replied: ‘Well Dawie, if you say so, I may as well toss it (my pipe) into the water.’

Mr. Bernard (B.J.) le Roux, the headmaster ever since 1882 who hailed from Caledon, obtained special permission for the 16 year-old Eugène Marais to write the matric exam in 1887.  Marais passed with a second class qualification and returned to Boshoff and then Pretoria. 

Two of Marais’ later short stories, ‘Margriet van Laastelust’ and ‘Die Vlieënde Hollander’ are set in the Cape province.  Eugène Marais and Dawie Mostert often climbed Paarl Mountain to watch an enormous bat colony.  Marais enjoyed the solitude on the mountain where he would write.  His poem ‘Ode to Paarl composed on Paarl Mountain’ attests to this.  Little did he know that he would become one of the more prolific Afrikaans writers, and that he would be honoured on the very same Paarl Mountain at the Afrikaans Language Monument.

[image: A stone structure with a mountain in the background
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. Part of the Taalmonument, (Afrikaans Language Monument)

Paarl Mountain.
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The earliest known photograph of Eugène Marais, dating from 1879 on a tennis court in Pretoria.  He is seen standing on the far left flanked by his father, Jan.  His mother is seated at the table to the left.  Appearing in front of Eugène Marais are his sister Kate and her future husband John Dougall, to the extreme right of the photograph is Eugène’s sister Jess.  During 1970 the author of this book traced this photograph in Pretoria.  It was, together with various other photographs, made available to Leon Rousseau for his book ‘Die Groot Verlange’.  Rousseau never acknowledged the gesture.
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2.3 The great Love from Natal
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Even though Eugène Marais, by his own admission, worked himself to the bone during the 1890’s (aged nineteen) with hardly any time for much else, he was completely bowled over by a visitor from Natal.  He wrote to his newspaper colleague Jimmy Roos: ‘Man, she is just about the most perfect female in body and mind that God ever planted in South Africa.’   In her In Memorium which appeared in The Press of 19 July 1895 it was said: ‘She was of a particular sweet and bright nature.’ (See the complete In Memorium at the end of this chapter).
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Lettie Beyers (left) and Lenie Boshoff, cousin of Lettie, and her husband Melt Marais, older brother of Eugène Marais.

––––––––
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Jacoba Aletta Beyers, better known as Lettie, had been visiting her cousin Lenie in Pretoria. Lenie (nee Boshoff) was married to Melt, Eugène Marais’ brother. Here Eugène Marais met Lettie and it was love at first sight.  In letters to his family and friends he repeatedly mentioned her breathtaking beauty and her sublime nature.  He admitted that he had no idea what had hit him and that he was head over heels in love. 

Lettie Beyers was born on 2 Augustus 1871 on the farm Joubertsvlei  in the vicinity of Mooirivier and christened in Pietermaritzburg on 27 Augustus 1871.  Her father, Andries Christiaan Beyers (1847 to 1916), was commonly known as Chrisjan and was married to Aletta Geertruida de Kock (1851 to 1925.). The Beyers couple raised no less than ten children:



	
Johannes Hendrik



	
1869



	











	
Jacoba Aletta (Lettie)



	
1871



	
(married to Eugène Marais)






	
Jozef



	
?



	











	
Sebella Anna Magdalena



	
1873



	











	
Andries Christiaan (Jan)



	
1878



	
(Father of Wally Beyers and his sister Joey Charilaou)






	
Jacobus Nicolaas Boshoff



	
1880



	











	
Anna Josephina



	
1881



	











	
Martin Luther



	
1884



	











	
Sophia Henrietta



	
1885



	











	
Aletta Lucia



	
1887



	












The farm Joubertsvlei was the property of Jacobus Nicolaas Boshoff, Lettie’s great- grandfather and former President of the Orange Free State.  Her parents in all probability lived on this farm, one of many the former President owned in Natal until her parents later moved to Springfield (that had its name changed to Winterton during 1910). 

Chrisjan Beyers farmed in the Springfield district and was also Postmaster of Springfield.  During the Anglo Boer-War the British forces passed his farm on their way to Ladysmith.  Bishop Arthur Hamilton Baynes of Ladysmith, seconded to the British forces,  made the following entry in chapter XII of his memoires: ‘At the front with General Buller...’ 

‘The country beyond Pretorius Farm towards Springfield on the Little Tugela opened out and was fine, as the Drakensberg was full in view. There was another bad drift which was blocking the way, and the infantry regiments were all sitting down, waiting for their turn to cross. At last I reached the farm (Beyer’s), owned by a Dutchman, who, though no doubt friendly to the Boers, had remained at home and not joined them.’
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Postcard depicting a unit belonging to the British forces marching across the ‘Klein Tugela’ river in the vicinity of Springfields, Winterton, circa 1899.

––––––––
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Eugène Marais paid many visits to Lettie at Springfield and it is well known that they often relaxed on the banks of the Klein Tugela river. 

Eugène Marais asked for Lettie’s hand and the couple were declared husband and wife on Wednesday 29 Augustus 1894 in the Moria congregation, Springfield (Winterton).  Interestingly, the witness who signed the wedding register was A. (Andries) Verdoorn.  He was married to one of Eugène Marais’ older sisters, Georgina. Which means that Andries and Georgie attended the wedding.  This implies a close bond between Eugène Marais and his sister Georgie.  It may well be the reason why their daughter, Inez Clare Verdoorn, the renowned botanist and Eugène Marais remained in close contact throughout their lives. 

Andries Verdoorn and Georgie were married a few months prior to Eugène and Lettie.  Georgie’s mother and other family members denied to give their consent to their marriage for some time, fearing that Andries Verdoorn would be a laggard as Jan Christiaan Nielen Marais had been.

[image: ]

The wedding register bearing the names and signatures of Eugène Marais and Lettie (Jacoba Aletta) Beyers.
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The so-called ‘Moria’ church in the Weenen district, Winterton where Eugène Marais and Lettie Beyers tied the knot.

[image: A person and person posing for a picture
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The Rev. A.M. Murray and his wife presided over the wedding of Eugène Marais and Lettie Beyers.
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An old map of Natal indicating Springfield. The map pre-dates 1910, the year in which Springfield became known as Winterton.

––––––––
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Lettie Beyers passed away in Pretoria on 17 July 1895 shortly after the birth of her firstborn.  She was laid to rest the next day, July 18.  Her funeral is an indication of the standing Lettie and her husband enjoyed in Pretoria.

Letties’ funeral was one of the biggest ever in Pretoria.  The list of attendees included prominent Pretorians of the time – almost the entire cabinet, numerous legal practitioners, advocates and prominent newspaper figures, including Genl. Joubert, Chief Justice Kotze and others.  Some of them acted as pallbearers.  More than fifty vehicles joined the funeral procession.  Flags in Pretoria flew at half-mast; the first time ever that flags for a private funeral in Pretoria were lowered.

This writer cannot describe the funeral, or confirm the status of the deceased and her husband, better, including the regard that other members of the press had for them, than it was expressed in the ‘In Memorium’ which was published in The Press on 19 July 1895.  It appears in full below (while an image too is included elsewhere in this book).

––––––––
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‘The Press 19 July 1895

In Memorium

The Late Mrs. Eugene Marais

A Sad Event

Although it was known for several days that the young wife of Mr. Eugène Marais – our esteemed confrère the editor of Land en Volk  -  was in a very critical condition after the birth of a fine baby boy last week, still, even as late as Wednesday afternoon slight hopes were entertained of a possible recovery.  These fervent hopes were not to be fulfilled, however, for at ten o’clock on Wednesday evening a sudden relapse for the worse occurred and despite of everything possible being done, the lamented young mother passed away into the Unknown.  

The grief of the family, and especially that of the bereaved husband, can be well imagined, and need not be further described. Enough to say that Pretoria’s warmest sympathy and condolence have gone forth to the young widower in his irreparable loss.  On the news becoming known in town, flags flew half-mass at the principal buildings, and the most representative gathering of silent yet truly sympathetic mourners at Lynnwood House yesterday afternoon bore eloquent testimony to the keen personal interest felt in the terrible bereavement sustained by our young townsmen.  The late Mrs. Eugene Marais was only 24 years of age. She was of a particularly sweet and bright nature.  But a short twelvemonth ago the wedding bells rang merrily at her father’s home in Natal, and a pretty residence was being erected at Sunnyside  -  alas not to know her steps.  The voice of consolation is pleasant in dark days, but in this case the voice of condolence from all sections of the community has been expressed, as the general attendance at the last honours showed in such full measure.
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