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Coming Home

Ajax

I’ve been waiting for eight years for this day, the day my brother’s killer comes home from prison. Now I’ll get justice for my brother. But when I go to confront her, she surprises the hell out of me.

When I find myself looking down the barrel of a gun, pointed right at my head I look beyond the barrel and straight into her eyes. When she tells me she didn’t kill Mad Dog, I want to believe her but I don’t know if I can.

For eight very long years, I believed she did the deed but what she’s got to tell me makes sense. Her side was a story she never got to tell before in the hurried sham of a trial she got.

Then one of my men gives me a piece of evidence he found at the scene. It was something he didn’t trust the police with and for good reason. It tells me there was someone else at the scene, other than the girl, that is.

I have to find the unknown witness and determine who is telling the truth here.

Wynette

I didn’t know it could happen to me but it did. I just walked out of prison having been a guest of the state for the last eight years. For a crime, I didn’t commit. I was judged and found guilty of killing a man, only problem was I didn’t even know him. He was a biker.

So I went to prison at 17. And the day I walk out, I’m 25 and the only one there to meet me is my grandfather. Oh... and three bikers from the murdered man’s club. When grandpa and I get back home, the club breaks down my front door and demands answers. Answers I don’t have.

Then Ajax brings me something, hoping I can identify it. I do know it but it could belong to a number of men on the biggest ranch in the area, the Double Bar Z. We both need more answers, answers for questions we can’t ask until we figure out what this town is hiding.

And its hiding something. Something that everyone knows but just won’t talk about and it has to do with the Double Bar Z ranch. Everything comes back to the Double Bar Z. What are they hiding in plain sight? Ajax and I both need to find out before someone else ends up dead and I have a feeling that someone might just be me.
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Fireball

The whole town we live in shares a secret we don’t have access to and when that secret got one of us killed. Eight years ago, we were lied to and we swallowed that lie. We buried our brother and hated the wrong woman it seems, for all this time.

Now we want the truth but the town won’t let us find it, or at least someone living here doesn’t want the truth known. Well, the town is going to find out the Thor’s Hammer MC doesn’t give up at the first sign of trouble.

This town is gonna have to make a choice, let the truth be known or go down in flames. We don’t quit and the truth will be uncovered.

Then she comes to us and we know there’s more trouble just behind her. Only problem we have to figure out is she part of what’s going on here or a victim of it?

Karly

My hometown has a secret that everyone knows about but no one talks about. Well, they didn’t until eight years ago when the powers that be sent an innocent woman to prison for manslaughter.

She didn’t belong there but then neither did I. Someone in town wanted her watched and I had no say in it. On the day she got out, I was questioned but there was nothing to tell anyone.

Now they, whoever they are, want me to find out what’s going on. I don’t want to but I have no choice. At least I didn’t think I did, then I met him.

Maybe I do have a choice here. At least, I’m hoping I do. Maybe its time to rally the town to demand the truth.

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

[image: image]

Stinger

As an MC, we were about to fight for the right to survive. We’d been here in this small town for years, when we lost a brother to what we thought was a skank of a woman. But when the truth finally comes out, we find she’d gone to prison for nothing but a bunch of lies. Lies, other people told to hide the town’s wealthy family secrets.

Now slowly, those secrets are coming to light. Those secrets could cost us more than our lives. To protect the innocents around us, we have to take them on and bring them down.

The trick will be to see who’s stronger and faster, us or them. But we got Wynette on our side and she knows the secrets this family is hiding. She’s got attitude but that’s ok, she’s on our side.

Then we come across her, Fallen. And she’s looking for answers to explain where her sister disappeared to ten years ago. Her sister is part of the secrets the Zetran family don’t want known. Her coming back could set off the war we’re determined to win.

Fallen

I was just a kid when my sister disappeared. But she was more than just my sister, she was my twin. I came back here to try and find out what happened to her. I knew it wouldn’t be easy, she disappeared ten years ago, but I had to try.

I knew Jolene had been seeing someone but she never told me his name. After she was gone, we moved away as my mom was heartbroken but I think it was more than just that. My father had been forced to leave, I later found out.

What I didn’t know was who or why. Then I grew up and decided to come back, little did I know what I was walking into. I had a feeling there was going to be a war around me very soon and it would be bad.

Heaven help me, then I was snatched out of the jaws of death by one of the players, but was this a good thing or a bad thing? I guess only time will tell.
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Moon

As the fight with the Zetran’s heat up, so does the danger surrounding us. The sheriff and his goons have us pinned down to the compound, or so they think. They aren’t even trying to hide their agenda. If we step out of the gates, they will arrest us. It doesn’t matter if the charges are trumped up or not.

When I went out to collect Stinger and Fallen, I almost got caught but I made it back with my passengers, plus one I didn’t know about. We only found her because she sneezed. Then we found out who she was as well as what she was hiding, and all hell broke loose.

We might not want her in the compound but we had reason to believe the Zetran’s wouldn’t want her either, in fact they might even want her dead. We couldn’t let that happen. What happened hadn’t been her fault and I’ll be damned if another person dies at the hands of the Zetran family. This was war and the outcome would be the right to survive.

Lucy

I never knew who I was until I lost my mom when I was ten. I found a bundle of papers after she died with a letter and my birth certificate. The letter explained so much, like why we had to keep moving when I was growing up. We were hiding, but for a reason. I also had to keep the secret because someone out there didn’t want me to be alive.

I didn’t understand it then but as I grew up in the system, I learned. Then I began hearing things about this family and I had to know if the rumors were true. So I came and I watched them. I’d been here for about a year and no one even knew I was watching. But now, I’d seen enough.

Then I made a mistake and they knew I was watching. My only hope of survival is to join the Thor’s Hammer MC. So I snuck in...
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Racer

As the enforcer for the Thor’s Hammer MC, I wade into the fight rather than run from it. I do that to protect my brothers, and because that’s just who I am. I don’t start trouble usually, but I’m not afraid to throw a punch either.

Except that the punch I threw to stop a shooter, hit a girl. Knocked her right out, I did. But this girl wasn’t just any girl, she was Bethany f*cking Zetran. Justice Zetran’s granddaughter.

She can help us in our quest against her family but will she? She’s holding secrets back from us and that makes her dangerous, we know and she knows we know it. Will she betray us in the end? That’s something I won’t let happen and I’ll do what I have to, in order to make sure it doesn’t happen.

Bethany

All my life, I’ve lived in the same place with the same people and I learned a long time ago that my family was toxic. They just didn’t give a damn about anyone but themselves. Anyone who spoke up against them was ‘handled.’

Grandpa ran this town like he had the absolute right over the people’s lives who lived there. He hurt people, he just didn’t give a damn. I grew up knowing that and knowing that my family was running a damn drug lab. They were making money off the lives of others because of the designer drugs they were producing. I hated that.

Then things began falling apart. Secrets were finally coming to light and my family was running scared. The lies they told were coming back to bite them in the ass. I didn’t know why I took my rifle with me that day or why I took the shots, I wasn’t aiming to hurt anyone. Then someone sneaks up behind me and it was lights out.

When I came to again, I was surrounded by bikers and law men. I begged them not to kill me. When I saw the timeline, they had on their wall... I felt broken inside. My family really are monsters. These men were just trying to stop them... looking into the eyes of their women I knew I had to help. This madness had to stop, my family had hurt enough people in this lifetime. Would I live long enough to help or would my grandfather deem this an act of betrayal? I guess I was gonna find out.
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Player

While we come under attack from the Zetran’s, Jackson Munroe escapes our custody. As his final f*ck you to Justice Zetran, he lobs a couple of rockets at the Zetran house, hoping to kill at least Justice. But as usual, the Sheriff misses the mark.

He may have missed the main characters but he did do one thing, he put Justice Zetran under the eyes of the right people. Now he couldn’t sweep this under the rug as Zetran was answering questions he never thought he’d have to answer.

While we are waiting for a second wave from the Zetrans, some of us go to keep an eye on the ranch. We already know the cartel is pulling back but Zetran still has some sway with an out of town MC. A wounded Zetran now desires to take us down before he falls. Even if it costs him his life, he wants to know we are no more. Then unexpectedly, we get help from an unexpected source...

Bette

All my life, I’ve been on the outside looking in, that’s never bothered me before. Now, I’m glad no one has ever acknowledged me.  When the bombs started going off, I grabbed my mom and ran. But she was injured and couldn’t make it. She begged me to leave her behind. I didn’t want to but I didn’t have a choice.

I hid her the best I could and as soon as I crossed the line to the other side of the property, I saw her final act. She had set the lab on fire. I stumbled away and I knew she was gone. That act was her last middle finger to Justice and he would know who did the deed.

I stumble into the darkness and straight into the arms of a member of the Thor’s Hammer MC. One look into his eyes and I know I’m in deep trouble...Then he kisses me and my world crashes down around my feet.
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AJAX
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Chapter one
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Wynette Fletcher signed the last paper and with that signature, she was a free woman. After serving eight very long years in this particular hellhole, she wasn’t sorry to walk through that steel door to freedom. 

She grabbed the handle of her duffel and walked the last few steps to the sunshine beyond. In her hand, she had the certificate that gave her, her freedom and as she stepped into the hot Texas sunshine, she welcomed its heat. She was ready to go home, to Athens, Louisiana. 

In front of her, she saw her grandfather or Papaw, as she was raised to call him. She didn’t think to look for her parents as they had told her years ago she was no longer part of their family. They blamed her for something she hadn’t done, just as everyone else had. 

When she had been arrested, she tried to tell them the truth but they hadn’t wanted to hear it then, just like they hadn’t wanted to hear it during the trial either. She had been tried and convicted on a lie. But who told the lie to begin with was something she wasn’t sure about. She had a good idea but she didn’t have the evidence to back her theory.

But now she was free again, and all she wanted was peace. Seeing her grandfather waiting for her gave her joy as she ran into his arms. “Oh Papaw, I’m so glad to see you!” She almost sobbed as she hugged him tightly.

[image: image]

Joel Fletcher looked down at her shiny face and asked, “Where else would I be girl?” He looked her over carefully. She was still the same girl he remembered, just a tiny little thing barely five foot tall and she still had the same big blue eyes as well. Her hair as far as he could tell was still jet black and tightly curled and now, it fell to her hips. She had it pulled back into a ponytail and she wore a baseball cap to cover the top of her head.

Her eyes might look the same color but Joel saw a new light in them. A new awareness of what was going on around her and he did feel sorry to see that. She no longer looked at the world with complete trust like she always had before.

“So who are they?” Wynette asked him quietly, barely above a whisper.

“They might be here to see you sweetheart. They belong to the local MC, Thor’s Hammer.”

Wynette frowned. “Why would they be here to see me? I have nothing to do with them.”

Joel shook his head. “Matthew Trance was one of them.”

Wynette looked stricken. “But Papaw, I didn’t kill him, you know that. I found him and tried to pull him out of the swamp but I didn’t kill him.”

Joel patted her on the shoulder. “I know that Baby Girl, but they don’t believe you anymore than the rest of the town do. Between that MC and the town’s attitude, your parents had to leave town six years ago.”

She snorted. “Bet that burned their asses didn’t it? They thought all they had to do was disown me for a crime I didn’t commit. Then they could still hold their heads up and look down on the little people huh? How did that work out then?”

“Don’t be bitter honey, I can’t say I’m not disappointed in my son but your mother is the way she is and she isn’t going to change after all these years.”

“Can we get out of here now?” Wynette begged. 

Joel nodded and took the small bag from her hands. “Get in the truck.” He told her as he threw the duffel in the back and got behind the wheel. When he started up the truck, the biker’s started up their bikes and when they left the parking lot... so did the bikers.

They drove for a while then crossed the state line. When they did, Wynette took a deep breath and smiled as she asked him, “Why is it that when coming back to Louisiana, even the air smells better?”

Joel chuckled. “Because you’re a Louisiana girl, born and bred. This land is your blood girl. You will live and die here.”

“You got that right Papaw.” She tipped her hat to cover more of her face and settled into her seat. 

A little while later, he swung the truck into the Whataburger parking lot.

Wynette turned her head and smiled at him. “Really? I haven’t had one in so long.”

Joel snorted. “This used to be the only thing you’d ask for growing up. Your mom wouldn’t be seen here, so I always brought you a go bag.”

She reached over and patted him on the arm. “I remember.”

“What do you say we hit the drive through and sit outside?”

“That would be great,” she agreed.

A few minutes later, they were just sitting down at a table when the three bikers parked a short distance away.

They all got off their bikes and came over to the nearest table to watch them eat their lunch.

Wynette tried to ignore them but they started talking about her. She looked over at Joel and shook her head.

“Hey bitch, you know you never should have walked out of that place today,” one of three said.

“You figure she spread her legs inside for early release?” another of them asked.

“Nah, but I bet she learned how to properly use her mouth. How many of the three thousand nights did you have to blow your way to freedom bitch?” the third one called out a little louder.

Joel began gathering up his food. 

“Ignore them, they aren’t worth it,” Wynette said to Joel.

“Did you hear that boys?” one of them said loudly. “She don’t think we’re worth it. She’s the one who isn’t worth it. She kills a man, our brother and she walks out of prison in eight fucking years? You should have gotten old and died behind those stone walls you, fucking bitch.”

Wynette turned her head and glared at them. “If I was guilty, your words might have more meaning, but I didn’t kill anyone so shut your piehole okay?”

One of the three of them got to his feet and stomped over to the table. He grabbed her arm and hauled her to her feet. “You went to jail for manslaughter didn’t you? You were found guilty by a jury of your peers and you still deny what you did? Or are you claiming now, that you’re innocent? Oh, of course, that’s it, you were innocent all these years weren’t you? Innocent my ass.” His hand squeezed her arm tightly and he shook her hard. Then he backhanded her across the mouth, knocking off her cap as she fell to her knees.

One of the bikers yelled, “Seeger! What the fuck, man?”

Seeger shook his head and ignored him.

Joel got up slowly and calmly walked over to his truck then he opened the door and grabbed something from the backseat. He came around the truck again. 

The next sound they all heard was when he cocked the rifle in his hand. “Now I’m only gonna say this one time. Let her the hell go and back off.” He growled. “Don’t push it buster, I’m an old man. I got nothing left to lose.”

Seeger let her go and stepped back slowly. “This isn’t ending here, old man.”

Wynette grabbed her cap, put it back on her head, and slowly got to her feet. Before she stepped back, she lifted her knee and caught her tormenter right in the nuts. 

Seeger groaned and fell to his knees.

She grabbed his hair and snarled, “Leave me the hell alone. I didn’t kill your brother, I just pulled his body from the mire, now I wish I’d left him there and walked away, but I wasn’t taught to walk away.” Then she stepped over him and stalked over to the truck. “But I sure as hell, am walking away from your sorry ass.”

Joel backed away slowly and got behind the wheel as he handing her the rifle. They took off leaving the three bikers in the dust.

The rifle rested between her legs and her eyes were fixated on the rear view mirror. It took a few minutes but she finally saw them in the mirror.

“I’m sorry sweetheart. I thought they would leave us alone.” Joel shook his head.

“They won’t though, will they? They’ll keep coming after me until the truth is known.”

Joel snorted. “They think they already know the truth. They aren’t looking for the truth, honey.”

“No they aren’t, they just want revenge for something I didn’t even do,” she told him quietly.

“Anyone who really knows you, knew form the start you didn’t do this horrible thing honey,” Joel reassured her.

She turned her head and glared at him. “Then why didn’t my parents know that? As soon as the sheriff came to the house, my mother disowned me. I never saw them at the trial and they never came to the prison to see me.”

Joel shook his head. “That was your mom. She carried on the whole time, saying how you shamed their name. She wouldn’t let your dad even try to speak to you all these years. She told him to choose, you or her and my son chose her.” Shaking his head, he admitted, “I raised that boy to have some balls and be a good man but she’s got him by the short hairs and he lets it go on.”

Wynette nodded. “It hurt for a long time but then my cellmate told me something that made me see her clearer. She told me some people just couldn’t be happy unless they were the one the attention was on, all the time. She helped me understand that Mom needed the limelight on her all the time. Every time I did something good, my mom took over and made it all about her. Then this came up and I realized it was my fault the family was shamed. And of course, she made it all the worse because it happened to her. She disowned me and justified it because it reflected badly on her.”

“You did not shame this family,” Joel told her with a snort. “And I never believed you killed that young man either. You told the truth but no one wanted to hear you, instead they put their own spin on things and blamed you but I know you didn’t hurt him.” Shaking his head he admitted, “I don’t know what really happened but I don’t think you hurt him.”

“I didn’t.” Wynette sighed. “I was out collecting herbs when I heard an argument. I went to see what was going on and I saw the back of one man as he struck down the other man. The man went down and I could see he was hurt. Then the other guy pushed him into the swamp and held his head under the water for the longest time. Then he just walked away.” She paused and looked over at her grandpa. “I couldn’t just walk away I had to see if the guy was okay. I pulled him out of the water and began checking him. I was covered in muck and mud from the swamp and his blood, so when the Sheriff came, he asked me why I killed him. I told him I didn’t but he wouldn’t even hear me.”

Joel nodded. “And after that, they railroaded you right into prison.” His hands tightened on the steering wheel.

She reached out and patted his arm. “Papaw, let it go, it’s in the past and people will forget.”

Joel turned his head and glared at her, “No they won’t baby girl, they’ll never let you live this down. They will hound you full time until they break you. You know it the same as I do girl.”

Wynette nodded. Then she got a look in her eyes. “Well, they can try but they won’t break me. If eight years behind bars can’t, they won’t even come close.”

Joel nodded. “You keep that attitude girl, you’re going to need it.”
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Chapter Two
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When they reached Joel’s house, Wynette got out of the truck and just looked around for a moment or so. Her grandfather lived on the outskirts of Athens and he had a couple of acres of land. His nearest neighbors were far in the distance and that suited both of them just fine. She wasn’t quite ready to face anyone just yet.

She turned her face to the sun and closed her eyes. Taking a deep breath, she exhaled deeply. “Damn, I missed this. Louisiana just has a certain smell that I can’t get enough of.”

Joel smiled. “Come on girl, let’s get you inside. I got some nosey neighbors and they’ve already told me I shouldn’t bring you here cuz they didn’t want no trouble.”

Her look of joy at being home disappeared. “I’m so sorry Papaw. Maybe I shouldn’t stay here then.”

“This is your home baby girl, where else would you go?” he told her gently. “Come on, we didn’t get to eat our lunch and its long past time to eat something.” He held out his hand and when she put her hand out, he led her inside.
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The three bikers followed the old man’s truck until they got to the far side of Athens then one of the bikers broke away and went west. The other two followed them until they turned into a private driveway. They pulled off the road then waited and watched.

The lone biker pulled into the compound and stopped his bike. Getting off his ride, he stomped into the clubhouse. He went directly over to the table where his President Ajax and his VP Fireball were sitting.

Kaden ‘Ajax’ Trance looked up at him and his green eyes were hard as they glared at the man. “Is she out?”

The other man with the road name Moon nodded. “She got out this morning. Her grandfather was waiting for her and he brought her home.”

Fireball snorted. “I really didn’t think she’d be so stupid as to come back here.”

Moon snorted. “They stopped for lunch and when we called her out on her crime she had the guts to say she was innocent, Player grabbed her by the arm and called her on it, then the old man grabbed a rifle and told us to back off. When he let her go, she nailed him in the nuts and walked away.”

Fireball snorted. 

But Ajax got to his feet, all six foot four of it and growled. “That stupid bitch. It was my little brother she murdered.” He paused then added, “Ok, she’s faced civilian law, now she’ll face MC law. Let’s go get the bitch. I’ve waited eight years for this, I won’t wait another day for justice.”

He and six other men went to the parking lot and their bikes roared as they took off. 

People walking on the streets of Athens turned and watched the line of bikers as they raced through the town. Some of them made the sign of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost for whoever they were after. Just the look on their faces sent shivers down the civilian’s backs.

They turned the last corner and Ajax saw his two other riders sitting there. He pulled up behind them and then looked over at the home. It was a small house, two story, neat and well kept. He sneered at the appearance of it. “They both inside?” he wanted to know. 
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