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The Blue Lord’s Return

The Sacred Origin of Lord Jagannath
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Introduction
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The story of Lord Jagannatha is a tale of pure devotion and eternal bond between humanity and the Divine. It recounts how the heartfelt prayers of a devotee moved the Lord to reveal Himself wondrously. It also shows how Krishna appeared as the Deity Jagannatha, so that He could lovingly accept service from people of every class.
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The Devotee King
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In Satya Yuga, there lived a king named Indradyumna, who ruled a realm known as Malav. He was exemplary in character and a great devotee of Vishnu, the Supreme Lord. He belonged to the same lineage as Lord Brahma, being Brahma’s twenty-fifth descendant. 

One day, King Indradyumna asked his royal priest whether there existed any sacred place on earth where he could behold the Supreme Lord with his own eyes. The priest then summoned many seasoned pilgrims who had traveled to numerous holy places. He put before them the very question the king had asked. One pilgrim exclaimed that he indeed knew of a place where one could actually behold the Supreme Lord. 

Alluding to what is today the Indian state of Odisha (formerly Utkala), the pilgrim described a site on the southern coast called Sri Purusottama Kshetra—the land of Purusottama, the Supreme Lord. Within Purusottama Kshetra stands a mountain named Nilgiri (also known as Nilachala), encircled on all sides by dense forests. Upon its summit grows a vast banyan tree, sometimes called Kalpa-vata. To the west of this place lies a beautiful lake called Rohini-Kunda, whose blessed waters grant liberation to whoever touches them. To the east of the Nilgiri hills, the Lord—Vasudeva—is worshiped in His enchanting Deity form as Neela Madhava, adorned with blue gems. The blue Deity is supremely effulgent and breathtaking. Anyone who bathes in Rohini-Kunda and then beholds this beautiful Deity attains freedom from the material world. To the west of this Deity lies an ashram called Sabara Deepak. 
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