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ARSELIA SHANNON​[1]

In 1855, life was shaped by significant historical, social, and technological contexts, depending on Arselia Shannon's location. Here’s an overview of what life might have been like:

Global Context

Industrial Revolution: Technological innovations were transforming economies. Railroads and steamships expanded trade and travel, reducing distances between communities.

Communication Advances: The electric telegraph was widely in use, revolutionizing how information traveled.

Political Shifts: Globally, debates around democracy, nationalism, and colonial expansion were intensifying.

––––––––
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NORTH AMERICA (CANADA and the U.S.)

Canada West (Ontario): This was still part of the Province of Canada. Settlers worked hard to establish farms and communities. Railroads like the Grand Trunk Railway were beginning to shape the economic landscape.

Indigenous Displacement: Colonial policies were pushing Indigenous peoples off their lands to make way for settlers.

Slavery and Abolition: Slavery had been abolished in British territories for over 20 years, and Canada was a haven for escaped enslaved people via the Underground Railroad.

––––––––
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DAILY LIFE

Rural Living: Most people lived on farms, relying on manual labor for agriculture. Life revolved around family, community, and church.

Education: Basic education was available to some children, particularly boys. However, access for girls and rural families varied.

Health and Medicine: Medical knowledge was limited, with high child mortality rates and frequent outbreaks of diseases like cholera.

Gender Roles: Women were expected to focus on domestic duties and childcare, though they played vital roles in supporting farms and businesses.

––––––––
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CULTURAL LIFE

Religion: Faith often shaped daily life. Churches served as social and spiritual hubs.

Entertainment: Social gatherings, storytelling, and community events like barn raisings were common forms of recreation.

––––––––
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LIFE IN 1855 WAS DEMANDING but full of community spirit, with families like Arselia's likely navigating a mix of hope and hardship as they built their lives.

***
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IN THE 1861 CENSUS, the "W." likely stands for Wesleyan Methodist, a denomination prominent in Canada during the mid-19th century. Wesleyan Methodism was a branch of Methodism focused on personal faith, moral discipline, and social outreach, including education and temperance.

At six years old, Arselia Shannon would have been living in a small rural community in Storrington Township, Ontario, where family and religious life were deeply intertwined. She likely attended services or gatherings at a nearby church or chapel, and if her family was Wesleyan Methodist, they may have participated in Sunday school or community events organized by the church.

Her childhood in this setting would have revolved around:

Family and Faith: Religious teachings and values were a core part of upbringing, shaping daily life and social interactions.

Education: If her family valued education, she might have attended a local schoolhouse, though formal schooling varied by region and resources.

Community Life: Rural communities emphasized neighborly cooperation. Events like church picnics or harvest festivals were likely highlights.

––––––––
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RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION not only reflected faith but also cultural identity and community belonging during this period.

GENEALOGY ITINERARY:

Day 1: Arrival in Kingston, Ontario

•  Morning: Arrive in Kingston, the nearest major city to Storrington. Check into your accommodation.

•  Afternoon: Visit the Kingston Frontenac Public Library to explore their genealogy resources and local history archives.

•  Evening: Take a walking tour of Kingston to get a feel for the area where Arselia might have visited or shopped.

Day 2: Exploring Storrington

•  Morning: Drive to Storrington Township (now part of South Frontenac). Start at the South Frontenac Museum in Hartington to learn about the local history and see exhibits related to the 19th century

Our History | Township of South Frontenac

––––––––
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•  AFTERNOON: VISIT local historical sites such as old churches and cemeteries. Look for records at the Storrington Wesleyan Methodist Church if it still exists or check local archives for church records.

•  Evening: Enjoy a quiet evening in the countryside, reflecting on the day's discoveries.

Day 3: Archives and Records

•  Morning: Head to the Archives of Ontario in Toronto (if you can make the trip) to access vital records, land records, and wills

Place:Storrington, Frontenac, Ontario, Canada - Genealogy

––––––––
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•  AFTERNOON: USE ONLINE resources at the archives or local libraries to search for birth, marriage, and death records. Websites like FamilySearch.org and Library and Archives Canada can be very helpful

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/vital-statistics-births-marriages-deaths/births-marriages-deaths-recorded/Pages/search.aspxhttps://ancestors.familysearch.org/

––––––––
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•  EVENING: ORGANIZE your findings and plan the next steps in your research.

Day 4: Local History and Culture

•  Morning: Visit the Rideau Canal and learn about its impact on the region during Arselia's time

Our History | Township of South Frontenac

––––––––
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•  AFTERNOON: EXPLORE the Frontenac Provincial Park to see the natural environment that Arselia would have known.

•  Evening: Attend a local cultural event or visit a historical reenactment if available.

Day 5: Wrapping Up

•  Morning: Revisit any sites or archives for follow-up research.

•  Afternoon: Compile your notes and create a summary of your findings.

•  Evening: Depart from Kingston, taking with you a deeper understanding of Arselia Shannon's life and times.

Feel free to adjust this itinerary based on your specific interests and the availability of resources. Happy researching!
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THOMAS SHANNON​[2]

Thomas Shannon, born in 1836 in Upper Canada, came into the world during a time of significant growth and transformation in the region. As a child of Upper Canada, he was part of a society still heavily influenced by British colonial governance and a largely agrarian economy. Here’s a snapshot of life and the context of his early years:

Historical Context in 1836:

Political Climate: Upper Canada was experiencing tensions leading up to the Rebellions of 1837-1838, as reformers and loyalists clashed over political and land issues.

Economy: Agriculture dominated, with families working small farms. Infrastructure, including roads and mills, was developing, but life was still marked by hard labor and self-sufficiency.

Immigration: Many families of Irish, Scottish, and English descent were settling in the region, often receiving land grants in rural areas.

Education and Religion: Schools were often one-room schoolhouses, if they existed at all. Religion played a central role, with various Protestant denominations being prevalent in Upper Canada.

––––––––
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EARLY LIFE:

Thomas would have grown up helping with farm work from a young age, as most children did, learning skills like plowing, planting, and tending to livestock. His family likely participated in community events at a local church or market.

***
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THOMAS SHANNON WAS just 1 year old when the Upper and Lower Canadian Rebellions took place in 1837-1838, events that significantly shaped the political landscape of what would eventually become modern Canada.

The Rebellions and Their Impact:

The Upper Canada Rebellion (1837): Led by William Lyon Mackenzie, it was a push against the ruling oligarchy, known as the Family Compact, demanding more democratic governance.

The Lower Canada Rebellion (1837-1838): Centered in what is now Quebec, this uprising was driven by tensions between French Canadian citizens and British colonial authorities.

Aftermath: Both rebellions were ultimately unsuccessful, but they highlighted the need for political reform, leading to the union of Upper and Lower Canada in 1841 and paving the way for responsible government.

––––––––
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FOR THOMAS:

Although too young to remember these events, the rebellions shaped the world he grew up in. By the time he was a young man, the region was navigating the changes brought by these uprisings, including discussions on governance, land use, and economic development. The legacy of this period influenced his life in Storrington, Ontario, especially as he became part of a community impacted by these pivotal events in Canadian history.

***
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AT 12 YEARS OLD, THOMAS Shannon witnessed the establishment of the Principle of Responsible Government in 1848, a transformative event in Canadian history that would significantly shape the society he was growing up in.

Responsible Government (1848):

This principle meant that the executive council (or government) was accountable to the elected assembly rather than the colonial governor. It marked a move toward greater democracy and self-governance within the British colonies of Canada. Key figures like Robert Baldwin and Louis-Hippolyte Lafontaine championed these reforms.

Impact on Thomas's World:

Political Climate: The shift empowered local voices and helped address frustrations like those that fueled the 1837-1838 rebellions.

Community Development: It fostered better representation in local decisions, benefiting rural areas like Storrington as infrastructure and policies became more attuned to settlers' needs.

Economic Growth: The newfound political stability encouraged trade and agriculture, aligning with Thomas's future as a farmer in Upper Canada.

––––––––
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AT THIS AGE, THOMAS may not have fully grasped the importance of these changes, but they directly shaped the Canada he would grow up to contribute to as an adult.

***
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AT 25 YEARS OLD IN 1861, Thomas Shannon was living as a farmer in Storrington, Ontario, married and practicing the Anglican faith.

Life in 1861:

Agriculture: As a farmer, Thomas would have been engaged in hard manual labor, cultivating crops like wheat, oats, and barley, or raising livestock. Storrington's rural community thrived on self-sustenance and small-scale trade.

Family Life: Married life would have been centered around building a household and managing the farm. Marriage often brought shared responsibilities, with spouses working together to maintain the home and land.

Religious Community: As an Anglican, Thomas would have participated in regular church services, which were central to both spiritual life and community gatherings. The church played a significant role in moral guidance and education.

––––––––
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

Canadian Census of 1861: This was the first comprehensive census conducted after the 1851 census. It reflected the growing population and economy of what was then Canada West.

Pre-Confederation Era: Canada was still six years away from Confederation in 1867. Discussions about uniting the provinces were beginning to gain traction, though they had yet to affect daily life in rural areas like Storrington.

––––––––
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THOMAS SHANNON'S LIFE reflected the realities of mid-19th century rural Ontario, with its blend of agricultural work, family responsibilities, and community ties through religion.

GENEALOGY ITINERARY:

Day 1: Arrival in Kingston, Ontario

•  Morning: Arrive in Kingston, the nearest major city to Storrington. Check into your accommodation.

•  Afternoon: Visit the Kingston Frontenac Public Library to explore their genealogy resources and local history archives.

•  Evening: Take a walking tour of Kingston to get a feel for the area during Thomas Shannon's time.

Day 2: Exploring Storrington

•  Morning: Drive to Storrington Township (now part of South Frontenac). Start at the South Frontenac Museum in Hartington to learn about the local history and see exhibits related to the 19th century

Place:Storrington, Frontenac, Ontario, Canada - Genealogy

––––––––

[image: ]


•  AFTERNOON: VISIT local historical sites such as old churches and cemeteries. Look for records at the local Anglican Church or check local archives for church records

Archival Partners - The Anglican Church of Canada

––––––––
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•  EVENING: ENJOY A quiet evening in the countryside, reflecting on the day's discoveries.

Day 3: Archives and Records

•  Morning: Head to the Archives of Ontario in Toronto (if you can make the trip) to access vital records, land records, and wills

Search: Births, Marriages and Deaths recorded in Canada - Library and Archives Canada

––––––––
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•  AFTERNOON: USE ONLINE resources at the archives or local libraries to search for birth, marriage, and death records. Websites like FamilySearch.org and Library and Archives Canada can be very helpful

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ontario_Church_Recordshttps://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/birth-marriage-death-records/pages/parish-records.aspx

––––––––
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•  EVENING: ORGANIZE your findings and plan the next steps in your research.

Day 4: Local History and Culture

•  Morning: Visit the Rideau Canal and learn about its impact on the region during Thomas's time

Place:Storrington, Frontenac, Ontario, Canada - Genealogy

––––––––
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•  AFTERNOON: EXPLORE the Frontenac Provincial Park to see the natural environment that Thomas would have known.

•  Evening: Attend a local cultural event or visit a historical reenactment if available.

Day 5: Wrapping Up

•  Morning: Revisit any sites or archives for follow-up research.

•  Afternoon: Compile your notes and create a summary of your findings.

•  Evening: Depart from Kingston, taking with you a deeper understanding of Thomas Shannon's life and times.

Feel free to adjust this itinerary based on your specific interests and the availability of resources. Happy researching!
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SARAH (UNKNOWN) SHANNON​[3]

Sarah Shannon, born in 1840 in Upper Canada, grew up during a time of significant political and social development in the region. By 1861, she was 21 years old, married to Thomas Shannon, living in Storrington, Ontario, and practicing the Anglican faith.

Life in 1840:

Upper Canada: In the year of Sarah's birth, Upper Canada (modern-day Ontario) was still reeling from the Upper Canada Rebellion of 1837. The aftermath saw reforms in governance and discussions about the colony's future.

Daily Life: Rural families, like the one Sarah likely grew up in, relied on agriculture for sustenance. Women were often tasked with household chores, gardening, and assisting in farming tasks from a young age.

Education: Educational opportunities were limited, especially for girls, but some basic schooling might have been available in larger settlements or through church initiatives.

––––––––
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LIFE IN 1861:

Marriage and Responsibilities: By 21, Sarah was married to Thomas, managing household duties, and likely assisting with farming operations. Rural wives were integral to farm life, contributing to both domestic and agricultural work.

Religious Community: As an Anglican, Sarah's life would have been closely tied to the local church, which served as both a place of worship and a hub for social interaction.

––––––––
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SARAH'S EARLY LIFE coincided with a transformative period in Canadian history, and by 1861, she was part of a growing community in Canada West, balancing the demands of family and farm life with her role in the Anglican community.
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MELISEY CONNELL​[4]

Melisey Connell, born in 1852 in Canada West (modern-day Ontario), grew up during a period of rapid growth and development in the colony. By the mid-19th century, Canada West was transitioning socially, economically, and politically, laying the groundwork for what would become Canada in 1867.

Life in 1852:

Canada West Society: The population was expanding as settlers from the British Isles and other parts of Europe arrived. Communities were largely rural, with agriculture as the primary occupation.

Living Conditions: Homes were modest, often built from timber or stone. Families relied on hard work, resourcefulness, and a strong sense of community to thrive.

Childhood Life: Children like Melisey would have grown up in a family-oriented environment, contributing to household and farm chores. Education was not universal, but she might have attended a small local school if her community had one.

***
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IN 1861, NINE-YEAR-old Melisey Connell was living in Storrington, Ontario, and identified as Anglican according to the census. Storrington was a rural farming community, where life revolved around the rhythms of agricultural work and close-knit social and religious gatherings.

Life for a 9-Year-Old Girl in 1861:

Daily Routine: Melisey likely contributed to household chores such as cooking, cleaning, or tending to a family garden. Children her age often played a role in helping their parents manage the household or farm.

Religion: As an Anglican, she and her family would have attended services at the local parish, which was a central part of both spiritual life and social interaction within the community.

Education: While education was becoming more common, especially in Canada West, rural schooling was often limited. If there was a local school, she might have attended sporadically, balancing lessons with family responsibilities.

Community Life: Storrington in 1861 was part of a developing colony. The community was likely close-knit, with neighbors helping each other in times of need. Social gatherings were often tied to church activities or local events.

––––––––
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THE 1861 CENSUS CAPTURES her at a formative age, living in a colony that was steadily advancing toward Canadian Confederation just six years later.
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ELISABETH SHAINON​[5]

Elisabeth Shannon, born in 1840 in Upper Canada, grew up during a transformative period in Canadian history. Upper Canada was a British colony that would later become Canada West after the 1841 Act of Union.

Life in Upper Canada in 1840:

Agriculture-Based Economy: Elisabeth's family likely lived in a rural community, where farming was the primary occupation.

Social and Cultural Norms: Communities were close-knit, and societal roles were traditionally defined. Women and girls were expected to assist in household work, which included cooking, weaving, and childcare.

Education: Education opportunities were limited and varied by region. Schools were often small, church-run, or informal.

Religion: As a predominantly Protestant colony, religion played a central role in daily life, influencing everything from schooling to social events.

––––––––
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ELISABETH’S TIMELINE:

1841 (Age 1): The Act of Union merged Upper and Lower Canada into the Province of Canada.

1849 (Age 9): She witnessed the establishment of responsible government, giving local leaders more control over governance.

1850s: The growth of railroads and improved infrastructure began transforming the colony, increasing trade and connectivity.

***
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ELISABETH SHANNON, born in 1840 in Upper Canada, grew up during a transformative period in Canadian history. Upper Canada was a British colony that would later become Canada West after the 1841 Act of Union.

Life in Upper Canada in 1840:

Agriculture-Based Economy: Elisabeth's family likely lived in a rural community, where farming was the primary occupation.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





