
  
    [image: Unending Intimacy]
  


  
    
      UNENDING INTIMACY

      The transformation, choices and overflow of Mary of Bethany

    

    
      
        ZACHARIAS TANEE FOMUM

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Books4revival]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Copyright © 1992 by Zacharias Tanee Fomum

        All rights reserved.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      

      

      
        
        Unless otherwise stated, the Bible quotations in this book are from the Revised Standard Version of the holy Bible, the British edition.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        Published by

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        A division of the Book Ministry of Christian Missionary Fellowship International

      

      
        
        info@books4revival.com

      

      

    

  


  
    
      I Lovingly Dedicate This Book To

      Emilia Akwong Tendo,
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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      Some time ago, the Lord laid on our hearts the burden to write some books about Bible women who distinguished themselves in knowing, loving and labouring for the Lord mainly in secret and in private. This led us to conceive the books in the series, “Women of the Glory”. The books in this series are:

      
        	Volume One—The Secluded Worshipper: The Life, Ministry and Glorification of the Prophetess Anna


        	Volume Two—Unending Intimacy: The Transformation, Choices and Overflow of Mary of Bethany

        	Volume Three—Winning Love: The Rescue, Development, and Fulfilment of Mary Magdalene


        	Volume Four—Not Meant for Defeat: The Rise, Battles and Triumph of Queen Esther


      

      The book in your hands—UNENDING INTIMACY: THE TRANSFORMATION, CHOICES, AND OVERFLOW OF MARY OF BETHANY—is the second in the series. The first and the third books in the series have been written and the last book will be written as the Lord perfects the revelation and gives the anointing and the time for it to be written. If you have read the book and have been blessed, I would like to hear from you. Please, write and share with me what the Holy Spirit is doing in your heart to bring you to undivided love and undivided devotion to our Blessed Lord.

      
        
        26 January 1996

        Zacharias Tanee Fomum

        P. O. Box 6090

        Yaounde, Cameroon or

        P. O. Box 385

        Bertoua, Cameroon
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            AT THE FEET OF JESUS RECEIVING THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”

        Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”

        Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”

        Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (Luke 7:36‒50).
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            THE LORD JESUS IN THE CENTRE OF GOD’S PERFECT WILL

          

        

      

    

    
      The Lord Jesus came down from heaven to do the Father’s will. He confessed again and again that He had not come to do His own will but to do the will of the Father. “My food,” said Jesus,

      
        
        "Is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work" (John 4:34).

      

      

      He said again,

      
        
        For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:38‒40).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus did not do His own will in anything. From that time in heaven when He accepted the Father’s call to come into this world for the salvation of the lost, to the time when He returned triumphantly to glory, He did the Father’s will in everything. What He

      
        	desired,

        	thought,

        	touched,

        	saw,

        	said,

        	did;

        	how He did it,

        	when He did it,

        	with whom He did it,

        	for how long He did it,

        	for what purpose He did it,

        	in whose company He did it,

      

      was the Father’s perfect will. He came to do His Father’s will in everything and He did His Father’s will in all things.

      It is in the light of the fact that the Lord Jesus did His Father’s will in all things that the acceptance of the invitation of Simon the Pharisee must be seen. He invited the Lord Jesus to have dinner with him; the Lord Jesus accepted the invitation. The question is: Why did Jesus accept the invitation? Was He idle and decided to wind away that time that way? Was He hungry and saw the invitation as an opportunity to have a good meal? Was He anxious to be accepted by men that He saw in the invitation an opportunity to be among the people of influence? We know for certain that none of these reasons had any place in the heart of the Lord of glory. He was no idler seeking what to do. He lived under extreme pressure. He had only one thing that preoccupied Him, and it preoccupied Him for the twenty-four hours of each day. He was not one who gave in to the desire for food. Even when He was hungry and tired and was waiting for His disciples to bring Him food, He saw the Samaritan woman in need of salvation and went to her rescue. He was so carried away with saving her from sin that He had no time for food. The Bible says,

      
        
        Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest (John 4:31‒35).

      

      

      So why did Jesus accept the invitation of Simon? We have already seen that it was not because he was idle. We have also seen that it was not because he desired the food. We also know that it was not because he wanted to be seen or praised. He said,

      
        
        "I do not accept praise from men" (John 5:41)

      

      

      and after he healed a man, he said to him,

      
        
        "… Don’t tell anyone …" (Luke 5:14).

      

      

      When they wanted to make him an earthly king, he ran away. The Bible says, After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say,

      
        
        “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew to a mountain by himself (John 6:14‒15).

      

      

      Jesus accepted the invitation because there was this woman, Mary of Bethany, needing to be saved and seeking the Saviour. The Saviour had to be there where the sinner was. The Saviour had to be there at the sinner’s moment of need.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            3

          

          
            A WOMAN WHO HAD LIVED A SINFUL LIFE

          

        

      

    

    
      Mary of Bethany had lived a sinful life. There are two things implied here. First of all, she was a sinner by nature. The Bible says,

      
        
        For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

      

      

      The Bible again says,

      
        
        Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned (Romans 5:12).

      

      

      Secondly, this woman was a sinner in practice. There are some sinners who do not commit too many acts of sin. They are like a mango tree that bears very few mangoes. However, a mango tree is a mango tree whether it bears

      
        	no mangoes,

        	one mango,

        	ten mangoes,

        	one hundred mangoes,

        	one thousand mangoes,

        	one million mangoes,

      

      The sinner is a sinner even if sinful acts are not readily seen in his life.

      This woman was a sinner like a mango tree that bears many mangoes. She had lived a sinful life in that town. Her sinful life was public. She was known for the sin that she committed. The Pharisee said to himself, …

      
        
        "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner" (Luke 7:39).

      

      

      It could be that this woman was a prostitute. If that were so, then it explains why her sin was known. Yes, she sinned. She lived a life of sinning. She sinned in

      
        	her heart,

        	her thoughts,

        	her words and

        	her deeds.

      

      Her sin was known

      
        	to her,

        	to those with whom she committed it,

        	to her neighbours,

        	to the villagers,

        	to the Lord Jesus and

        	to the Lord, God Almighty.

      

      God and man knew her to be a sinner.

      Do God and man know you to be a sinner? God certainly knows you as a sinner. You yourself know that you are a sinner. Maybe none else knows about it. You may have sinned in your

      
        	thoughts,

        	desires,

        	motives,

        	intentions,

        	looks and so on.

      

      Everything is locked up in your heart. Only you and God know about it and you think that all is well because no one knows about it. We want to let you know that, it is not because man does not know about your sin, that all is well. Sin is primarily against God and only secondarily against man. Sin may even be only against God. When David committed adultery with Bathsheba and attempted to cover this by killing Uriah her husband, he nevertheless saw his sin as having been committed against God and against God alone. In his confession, he said,

      
        
        Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge (Psalm 51:4).

      

      

      All is not well with you; although no one else apart from you and the Lord know about the sin, it is there before God and demands judgment. Do not calm your conscience and pretend that all is well. All is not well. Repent, forsake your sin and seek the forgiveness of God.

      Mary had lived in sin. She had sinned and sinned again. She knew it was wrong before God and before man. However, powerless to save herself, she had gone on and on. People knew her and knew that she was living in sin. They despised her but none of them could help her. She herself could not help herself. She hated what she was doing but she was powerless to liberate herself. This went on year after year until she was reputed to be "a woman who had lived a sinful life".
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            A WOMAN WHO WAS LIVING IN SIN

          

        

      

    

    
      Mary had lived a sinful life. If she is described as one who had lived a sinful life, it would seem as if her sinful life had ended. However the description of Simon indicates that to the best of his knowledge, the life in sin was continuing. He said,

      
        
        "If this man were a prophet, he would have known who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner".

      

      

      Mary had not only lived in sin, she was still living in sin. She was bound by sin. She might have made many attempts to be freed from the chains of sin but she was not able to set herself free. Sin is a power that binds and imprisons. It enslaves in a near total way. The Lord Jesus taught saying,

      
        
        "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin" (John 8:34).

      

      

      Mary could not set herself free from the tyranny of sin!

      You too may be like she was. You may be in the grip of sin in general such that it is difficult to name a sin that you are not committing actively or passively in thought, word or deed. Or it may be that there is one sin that has laid hold of you totally. You are under its grip. You have tried all you could but deliverance is not in sight. You are a sinner!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            5

          

          
            A WOMAN BOUND BY SIN AND SEEKING A SAVIOUR

          

        

      

    

    
      There are two types of sinners in the world. There are those sinners who have made sin a source of pleasure. They delight in sin. They practise sin joyfully and seek for new ways of practising sin. The Bible says about such people:

      
        
        The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools … Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-32). This class of sinners is represented in the thief on the cross of whom the Bible says, One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” (Luke 23:39).

      

      

      There is another type of sinner. This type wants to do right but is powerless to do it. He wants to stop sinning but finds himself sinning more and more. This type of sinner yearns to be freed from the clutches of sin but finds himself totally powerless to do so. There is the confession,

      
        
        “For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do … For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing” (Romans 7:15-19).

      

      

      This type of sinner is represented by the other thief on the cross. The Bible says,

      
        
        But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:40-42).

      

      

      Mary belonged to this second type of sinner. She did not enjoy sin. She practised it, was bound by it but sought a way of being freed from its grip and its power.
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            A WOMAN SEEKING FORGIVENESS

          

        

      

    

    
      Mary was a sinner and knew it. Her heart longed for forgiveness and cleansing. She knew that Jesus could save her from the consequences and the power of sin. Her heart yearned for the salvation of God. Her heart yearned for Jesus. She wanted to be freed. She learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house.

      She could not have had that knowledge if she had not been seeking and yearning to find the Lord Jesus. Although the fall caused deep harm and damaged the heart of man extensively, the desire for God was not altogether destroyed. God can still be sought by sinful, fallen man. Fallen man has a choice between seeking God and turning away from God. The choice that is made has eternal consequences. Man decides his eternal destiny. Man is lost by personal choice.

      Mary did not want to perish; she did not want to continue along the way of perdition. She wanted the salvation of God. She knew that the salvation of God could be found in the Lord Jesus. She consequently sought the Lord Jesus.

      The Lord has promised that those who seek Him would find Him. The Bible says,

      
        
        But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 4:29).

        And you my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever (1 Chronicles 28:9).

      

      

      The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded. He went out to meet Asa and said to him,

      
        
        “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but it you forsake him, he will forsake you" (2 Chronicles 15:1-2).

        For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach and without the law. But in their distress they turned to the Lord the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them (2 Chronicles 15:1-4).

        They took an oath to the Lord with loud acclamation, with shouting and with trumpets and horns (2 Chronicles 15:14)

        I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me (Proverbs 8:17).
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