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Chapter 1: In Need of Success
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Holly slammed her fist on her desk. The viewer’s numbers had just come in for the first episode of their latest reality show. It was even worse than the previous one. She could not believe she and Mia had their second bomb in a row. They had started so well. Their first five reality shows had all been very successful, and they had soon become known as the duo who could turn any idea into a hit reality show. This meant promotions and corner offices for them both. But their previous show had bombed miserably, and now it seemed their latest effort was going the same route. They needed a fresh idea. Something which had not been done before. Viewers were tiring of the same old formula with just a few tweaks each time. 

‘Have you seen it?’ Mia popped her head into her friend’s office. 

Holly looked up at her friend and shook her head. ‘I am so disappointed. This seemed like a winner. What do viewers want? It used to be so easy to please them.’

‘To be honest, I am as confused as you are. All our market research suggested this had to be a hit. The control groups loved it. Yet, the viewer numbers say the opposite. I need a drink. Are you coming?’

‘Maybe we should type up an explanation for Nadine. She is probably freaking out as well.’ 

Nadine was a vice-president of programming, and responsible for reality shows. She had employed the two of them and she had backed them after their last failure.

‘Do you know how to explain this?’

‘No, not yet.’

‘Then come with me.’ Mia had always been the more adventurous of the two friends. 

‘Where are we going?’

‘To Nadine’s office.’

‘Why?’

‘Trust me.’

They could see the stress on their boss’ face when they entered her office.

‘Nadine. Sorry for barging in. Holly and I are gobsmacked by the viewer numbers. You saw the research and the positive feedback from the control group. We will figure this out. Just give us some time.’ Mia did the talking.

‘If this happened to anybody else, they would probably be out on the street by now. But I trust the two of you. Your minds have created some of the most watched reality shows. The board would undoubtedly put pressure on me to replace you. I will not. However, you have to hit the next show out of the park. I cannot justify keeping you should your next show also fail.’

‘Understood. We will reset tonight. Tomorrow we will start planning something new and fresh.’

‘Go clear your minds. I expect a rough draft by the end of the week.’

Holly and Mia had met as contestants on a reality show when they were in their early twenties. Back then, they were bitter rivals. The show brought Mia in as a distraction for Holly’s boyfriend. It had four couples with rocky pasts. The boyfriends in all four relationships had cheated on their girlfriends before and were now given an opportunity to win them back. Each couple stayed in their own home at an idyllic beach resort in the Bahamas. The show controlled the interaction between couples, giving each couple plenty of time to reconnect. What the couples did not know was that there was a huge twist coming. Just when all four couples were getting comfortable, four single women moved in to houses near to theirs. Their mission was to make the boyfriends cheat on their girlfriends with them. However, the girlfriends did not know of the new threat to their relationships. All they knew was that they would win a hundred-thousand-dollars if their boyfriends stayed faithful to them until the end of the show. They were not allowed to share this information with their boyfriends. During the third episode, the missions started. They split each couple up. The four women had a mission together, which would win them treats like spa days. They believed they were competing against the boyfriends for these treats. In reality, the boyfriends got to spend time with their distractions. There were ten missions in total. The distractions could steal ten-thousand-dollars out of the girlfriend’s pot during each mission. All they needed to do was to seduce the boyfriend into cheating on his girlfriend. Mia was exactly what Gavin had described as his perfect woman. She was a tall blonde with blue eyes and a steaming-hot body. She was fun, had a good sense of humour and she loved sport. Gavin could not withstand her charms. They slept together on their first date and each of the nine dates after that. Of the distractions, Mia was the only one to empty the girlfriend’s pot. 

The last episode was explosive. The four girlfriends were told they had another mission. Instead, they walked into a pub where the hostess of the show and four stunning women were waiting for them. The hostess welcomed the girlfriends before asking them to take a seat, each directly opposite one of the four beautiful women. Holly sat down opposite Mia. She just knew something was off. 

‘Ladies, these four women had secretly stayed near each of you. While you were on missions, your boyfriends got to spend time with them. Their mission was to seduce your boyfriends. Each time he was unfaithful, these women stole ten-thousand-dollars from your pot. Each of these ladies would now share with you whether your boyfriends had been faithful.’

The first distraction stood up. ‘Emily, I am Anna. Your boyfriend visited me ten times. He was unfaithful ...’ She paused for effect. ‘Zero times.’

Emily broke down crying while the other three girlfriends supported her. The following two distractions went through the same process. The second boyfriend kissed his distraction once, while the third kissed and slept with his distraction twice. Before it was Mia’s turn to get up, the hostess played a brief clip of an interview with her before the show started.

‘Mia, you mission will be to sleep with one of our contestant’s boyfriends. Do you think you will get him to sleep with you?’

‘Obviously. Which man can say no to this?’ Mia was dressed in a tiny white thong bikini, which displayed ample amounts of cleavage and under-boob.

‘Will you feel bad for his girlfriend if he cheats on her with you?’

‘I don’t know her. Fuck her, the money will be mine.’

The hostess waited a few moments after the clip stopped before talking again. ‘Holly, how does that make you feel?’

‘She is obviously a cheap slut. Gavin has better taste than to fall for such a low-class bitch.’

‘Mia, please tell Holly whether her boyfriend has been faithful to her.’

‘Holly, my name is Mia. Your boyfriend visited me ten times. He slept with me ... each time.’

Holly was beside herself. She rushed Mia, but security stopped her before she could reach her. The hostess waited until the security personnel had taken Holly back to her seat before asking.

‘Holly. Is the relationship over or will you give Gavin an opportunity to explain his actions?’

‘It is over. He can go to hell. He can have this piece of trash. I never want to see him again.’

‘Mia, you slept with Gavin each time he visited you. Do you see a future with him?’

‘He is not my type. I slept with him only to take the money from her.’

Social media exploded after this episode had aired. There were as many Mia fans as there were haters. The two women soon had a vicious social media brawl with each other, but this died down after a few months.

Two years after the show, a producer of reality shows invited the two women to team up in a reality show. Reality show enemies had to work together to win the grand price of one-million-dollars. At first, Holly refused, but the producers convinced her she should at least make money from the humiliation she had suffered on the other show. During the first few episodes, the two of them bickered the whole time and came close to being sent home twice. But during a task in which they had to put extreme trust in each other, things changed. They worked well together and won the task. After talking about their past, they slowly became friends and eventually won the show and split the million dollars. They remained friends after the show and decided to create their own reality show. When the idea sold to one of the major networks, their partnership as hit reality show creators were cemented. A production company employed them both to create new reality shows. 
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