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        This book is dedicated first and foremost to my children who are the characters and inspiration for my stories and then to all the young readers out there looking for a good story. I hope you enjoy reading this book as much I enjoyed writing it.

      

        

      
        To Kendall “Mavis” Jackson, my amazing illustrator.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Chapter One

          

          The Trouble With Greed

        

      

    

    
      THEN: Spenser was an ordinary boy who was given a wishing stone by a mysterious stranger. When he held the stone, he was transported into the book he was reading.

      In his first adventure, he traveled back to prehistoric time to help a cave boy save his village from a dinosaur. On his next adventure, his brother and sister tagged along. They found themselves in a castle and needing to help a dragon. In this adventure, they found that when Jackson held the stone, the children could hear the thoughts of animals.

      In book 3, Spenser wanted to do something special for Kayleigh’s birthday and so he took her under the ocean to see mermaids. In their search for Arianna, a mermaid who had gone missing, they faced danger and found that Kayleigh could control elements when she held the stone.

      During their adventure, they met Genevieve, who offered to help them if they would help her in return. Though the children weren’t sure if helping her was a good idea, they agreed and before they returned home, Genevieve gave Spenser a heart-shaped stone. “When it glows, grab the stone and your brother and sister and meet me in your backyard at the tallest tree near the back corner. I’ll have instructions for you then.”

      In book 4, the children traveled back to Egypt to gather dirt from a pyramid. They found they could wish friends to come help them as well.

      Now:

      

      “I want Pokemon cards and headphones and books and a nerf gun,” Jackson said as he flipped through the toy catalog that had come in the mail.

      “I want a baby doll and a unicorn and a puppy and Barbie,” Kayleigh said as she leaned over Jackson’s right shoulder.

      Spenser leaned over the other shoulder. Though he liked some of the toys in the catalog, he really wanted things not on their pages. “I want more games and stuffed dinosaurs and maybe some more books. Plus a Pokemon card or two, but only the really rare ones.”

      “You know children, Christmas isn’t just about the gifts,” their mother said as she put her coat on. “It’s really about the birth of Jesus. Now, put the book away. It’s time for church.”

      “Yay, church,” Kayleigh said as she bounded over to their mother to put her coat on.

      “Aw, do we have to?” Spenser asked. He liked church. Sometimes. But today he wanted to play his tablet and get more dinosaurs. He and Jackson had recently started playing Jurassic Park Builder and they were often competing to get the newest dinosaur first.

      “Yes, you have to,” their mother said.

      “Let’s go kids. I’ve got the car ready,” their father said from the garage.

      “I’m going to take this with me,” Jackson said as he folded the toy catalog. “I want to keep looking for what I want.”

      With a sigh, Spenser grabbed his tablet and followed the family to the car. At least he could play on the way to church.

      Too soon, they arrived at church and Spenser turned off his tablet. With a longing look, he tucked the tablet under his seat, grabbed his Bible, and crawled out of the car.

      They were greeted at the door by an older couple who handed his parents a bulletin. Spenser smiled and said hello when they greeted him, but he just wanted to get to class.

      The family stopped at the check-in counter long enough to get their tags. The tags were rectangular stickers that contained his name and a number. His parents had told him the tags were there for safety as they had to show a matching number to pick him up at the end of church.

      “Have a good day,” his mother said as she hugged him. “We’ll be back to get you when church is over.”

      “I know, Mom.” He returned the hug half-heartedly* and walked into the room. His brother and sister were in different rooms for church as they were separated by ages.

      “Good morning, everyone,” Ms. Kelly said as they gathered on the circle for story time.

      Ms. Kelly was super nice and friendly. She wasn’t much taller than Spenser, but all the kids loved her as she had a kind voice and a warm smile every week.

      “Today, we’re going to learn about the real meaning of Christmas,” Ms. Kelly said. “I know you probably love getting toys and games, but that’s not really the meaning of Christmas. See, Mary and Joseph had nothing….”
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      Spenser listened intently to Ms. Kelly as she told the story of baby Jesus being born on Christmas Day. He wondered what Jesus looked like as a baby. Had he cried like Kayleigh had as a baby? Normally Spenser loved hearing her stories, but right now all he wanted to do was hurry home and read the story himself while holding his stone.

      Would it work on a Bible story? The Bible wasn’t just a book, but many books. Spenser had no idea if the stone would even take him into the Bible, but wouldn’t it be amazing to be there when Jesus was born? Though he had gone into many books after receiving his wishing stone, he had never thought of going into the Bible until now.

      He had so many questions about Jesus. Things he could get answered if he could jump back into the Bible. He could see the Star of Bethlehem himself and find out if Jesus really was born in a manger. Spenser still had trouble believing that one. Plus, he could see for himself what Frankincense and Myrrh really were.

      “Okay, have a wonderful week and don’t forget the reason for the season,” Ms. Kelly said.

      Spenser clutched his Bible to his chest and shifted from one foot to the other as he waited for his parents to come pick him up. Though the church wasn’t scary, the teachers would never let him leave until one of his parents came to get him, and as they usually stopped to get Kayleigh and Jackson first, he was often one of the last kids picked up from his room.
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