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Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A New Chapter Under the Madrid Night Sky

The lights of the Cívitas Metropolitano cut through the warm Madrid night as red-and-white scarves rose into the air like waves. Drums echoed, voices sang, and anticipation filled every corner of the stadium. When Julián Álvarez stepped out of the tunnel wearing Atlético Madrid colors, the roar felt different — deeper, rawer, full of belief. This was not just another transfer. This was a new beginning. Julián paused for a second, touched the grass, and looked up at the stands packed with fans who demanded effort, courage, and heart. He had played in World Cup finals, lifted trophies, and shared the pitch with legends. But this moment felt personal. Atlético was a club built on fight, identity, and resilience — values that mirrored his own journey from a small town in Argentina to the biggest stages in football.

A Warrior Finds His Home

At Atlético Madrid, football is never only about talent. It is about intensity, sacrifice, and togetherness. From his first training session, Julián felt it. Diego Simeone watched closely, demanding pressing, movement, and absolute commitment. Teammates welcomed him with firm handshakes and knowing smiles. They understood what kind of player had arrived — one who never stopped running, who hunted the ball like a predator, who played for the team before himself. Fans quickly noticed his hunger. Every sprint, every tackle, every burst into space earned applause. Newspapers wrote that Atlético had signed “a forward made for this badge.” Children in the stands started calling him “La Araña” again, the nickname that followed him since his youth — the Spider — because he always seemed to be everywhere at once.

Julián didn’t come to Madrid to relax in success. He came to grow. To lead. To fight. Atlético offered him a new challenge, a new city, and a new story waiting to be written. And as the crowd sang late into the night, one thing became clear: this chapter would be intense, emotional, and unforgettable.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Boy from Calchín

Julián Álvarez was born on January 31, 2000, in Calchín, a small town in the Argentine province of Córdoba. Calchín was quiet, close-knit, and far removed from the bright lights of major stadiums. Life there moved at a gentle pace, shaped by family, tradition, and community. Everyone knew everyone, and children grew up playing outside until sunset. For Julián, football was never something distant or complicated. It was everywhere. Balls rolled through streets, bounced off walls, and rested beside doors. From the moment he could walk, he chased them. Neighbors still remember the small boy with quick steps and endless energy, running with a grin that made it clear he played not for praise, but for pure joy. His family supported him without pressure. They watched, encouraged, and let him fall in love with the game naturally. In Calchín, football wasn’t about dreams of fame. It was about happiness. And Julián had more of that than anyone else.

Family, Fields, and First Touches

Julián’s childhood revolved around his family and the open spaces around Calchín. His parents made sure he stayed grounded, reminding him that respect and effort mattered more than talent. Weekends meant family gatherings, shared meals, and long afternoons outside. Julián spent those hours kicking a ball with friends, inventing games, and setting personal challenges. He practiced shooting at imaginary goals, dribbling past invisible defenders, and celebrating goals no one else saw. Sometimes he played alone, sometimes with older kids who tested his courage and speed. Losing didn’t discourage him. It motivated him. Every fall taught him balance. Every missed shot taught him patience. His first organized football experiences came with Club Atlético Calchín, where he trained on modest pitches with simple equipment. The conditions weren’t perfect, but they didn’t need to be. Julián learned to read the game, to anticipate movement, and to value teamwork. Coaches noticed his intelligence early. He wasn’t the biggest or strongest, but he always seemed one step ahead. His movement felt instinctive, as if he understood where the ball wanted to go before it arrived.
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