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Chapter One
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The screams were the worst things he remembered. Brave men reduced to whimpering cowards in the face of horror. From where he crouched in the bamboo foliage, he listened to the dying screams of the last of his friends. It was only a matter of time before they found him. His heart was pounding in his chest, he blinked away the sweat trickling into his eyes. His calf was burning and for the first time, he felt the sting of a wound caused by a spear grazing his calf. His friends had died like livestock in that place. He sniffed, Jack O’Connor, famed hunter extraordinaire, reduced to a coward who abandoned his friends. He choked back the tears threatening to overwhelm him. 

What had he gotten himself into? He could still hear the drumming in his hiding place. There was little visibility under the light from the moon. He breathed a sigh of relief when the echoes of the drumming faded into the distance. A monkey screeched above him startling him. He stepped out of the foliage, squinting and exhaling to calm his beating heart. Jack did the sign of the cross. A twig snapped behind him. His heart lurched in his chest. How had he gotten himself into this? The world would never know the truth and that caused him to sob even more. Another twig snapped and his eyes bulged. He had seen how his friends had died. He felt something hot flush against his thigh. A pool formed beneath him, and he began to cry as he felt a presence behind him. His screams echoed all over the forests as the monkeys screeched in fear above him.
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