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Archbishop Ng Moon Hing,

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia

To many, the Book of Revelation is a ‘no-go area’ because of its vast contents of the future which must be interpreted correctly. There are so many versions of interpretations over the centuries; some have been alerted by the author here. Some say it is for the Jewish community and others for the communities of the future. In almost every decade and century, new interpretations of the anti-christ, the beasts, the tribulations, and the 144,000 chosen, and so on were dished out. However, it is a very interesting book for those who like adventure and futuristic phenomenon or prophecies. It can really stretch our imagination.

The author has tried his best to stick to the literal word of this letter of John. He was writing to his churches where he wanted his churches to know, understand and prepare themselves for the difficult times ahead but to rejoice for the final victory which is going to be on their side. This is likened to a farmer going out to plant his crops – where he needs to toil and slog, to watch over and getting ready in the eventuality of storms, droughts, insect attacks and enemy trickery. Our Christian livelihood is like that of a farmer - there are joys, heartaches, pains, tears, disappointments, celebrations, expectations, giving-up thoughts, and many else.

If one focuses on the tribulation, the terrible plagues – seals, trumpets, bowls, and the judgment then John will be most disappointed. He has spoken that this ‘revelation’ was written so that all of us will be blessed if we take heart and prepare ourselves accordingly. He was concerned for his followers in the 7 churches especially on the coming of days which would be hard and challenging to them. He encouraged them to take to heart what He has taught them with the help of the Holy Spirit and be ready ‘in season and out of season’ to witness for Jesus Christ and to hold on to their faith forever. The eventuality is the Victory of God for His people, and they will hear God saying: “Behold, God’s dwelling is with people, and he will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”
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Rev. Ng Wah Lok, Former principal Tung Ling Seminary, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

There are many books written on the Book of Revelation, some going deep into its theology which is difficult to read, and others with detailed charts, presenting various timelines on how Jesus’ second coming will emerge and how human history will end. “Revelation” by Dr. Andrew Koh, written during the COVID pandemic is different from these books. He presents Revelation in a simple way, basically for the layperson to read. He explains every passage and gives his views on who are the personalities in the passages and what they are doing. He also gives Bible cross-references to defend his views.

There are 22 chapters and for each chapter, there is an application and prayer. So he has approached this book devotionally with a target to bring a life change to believers. The book is good for a cell Bible study. You can read a chapter for each cell meeting and have a group discussion to discuss the alternative views. Revelation is a difficult book, but Andrew Koh has written a book for easy reading and presented his perspective and point of view clearly.

Jason Fong, itinerant Preacher, and Bible Teacher, Malaysia

I am amazed how the Covid Pandemic has launched Dr. Andrew C S Koh into the Christian Literature Ministry!  Indeed, he has been very efficient and productive, churning volumes of materials within these short two years or so.

And surely, Dr. Andrew Koh has set a very tall order here for his latest book on Revelation, with the intention that this material would be an Expository Commentary, a Bible Study Guide, as well as a Daily Devotion! Wow!  Praise the Lord!

I find his approach bold and refreshing, as he crystalized the 22 chapters of the Book of Revelation into the corresponding 22 chapters of his book.  His commentaries are concise.  His outlines are helpful guides for Bible Study.  And his application and prayer at the end of each chapter are wonderful devotional thoughts. Kudos Dr. Koh!

Yes!  I pray that God would use this and other materials by Dr. Andrew Koh for the edification and the equipping of the saints!  Amen!

Pastor Joshua Tan Poh Kong

The Book of Revelation, which was written by Dr. Andrew Koh with clarity and conviction, provides a macro perspective or a panorama view of the eschatological events without being simplistic and profoundly delivered. The author has used the literal interpretation methodology and many passages become clear with it. For example, the 144,000 which he rightly interprets as the 12 tribes of Jews. The Book of Revelation is such an important book, because only in this book if the reader reads it will be blessed (Revelation 1:3). Hats off and Kudos to Dr. Andrew for completing his New Testament writing with this apocalyptic book with a span of only about 24 months.

––––––––
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Pastor D S J Benjamin 

The Book of Revelation shows us how all the events of the past several thousand years actually move toward a single event, "The Return of Jesus Christ to establish His Kingdom."

I believe that the Holy Spirit knew that this last prophetic book would be difficult for many saints, especially the ‘laymen' believers of the Body of Christ. Therefore, by the immense grace of God, the Lord has willingly raised a man of God by the name of Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh to pen a wonderful yet simple non-academic commentary for layman's use and guide to understanding. Alleluia!

I am grateful to God for Dr. Andrew's write up for three reasons:

First, provided critical insights and truth within the study of Biblical theology and revelation.

Second, Dr. Andrew's unlocking of the imagery and symbolic interpretation which I think will help us in our spiritual direction from God.

Third, his thought-provoking views on the various practical prophetic insights of the 22 Chapters will be a blessing in the lives of all who read it, study it, and apply it faithfully.

Lastly, this book is absolutely a must for anyone who has ever heard or thought they heard from God. Amen.

Kindle Customer

Best I have read on the rapture, tribulation and living in the new world. Great scriptures with explanations in modern terms. A must for any Christian and for those wanting a new life living with the Lord.

Kevin Booker

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Faith that is found in the Book of Revelation.

J Sharmani

A great study material on the writings of Apostle John when he was banished to the small island of Greece, off the coast of Asia Minor. A simple explanation of these books makes it a great study and meditation for all ages, J Sharmani.

Rowan E Creech

The author's book is an enjoyable way to experience the Book of Revelation and understand its intricacies. A very good book.

Hilary Walker

A timely book in everyday language that demystifies this daunting book of the Bible! Dr. Koh explains the instructions of St. John the Apostle to his seven churches on how they are to behave generally, and what they need to do to get ready for coming tribulation.

PAR

This novel closely follows the works of John, but the reader must form their own opinion on a story written nearly 2,000 years ago and reinterpreted. You will follow the story and draw your own storyline.

Archbishop M H Ng, Anglican Archbishop of SEA 

Dr. Andrew C S Koh has tried his best to stick to the literal interpretation of this book.

Becky Benjamin

Thought-provoking! Dr. Andrew C S Koh's insightful thoughts on practical prophetic insights will bless those who read and apply them.

T Townsend

The author's interpretation of the Bible is excellent. In this book, the author sheds light on a confusing but important book of the Word..
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Discover the secrets of the last book of the Bible, Revelation, in Dr. Andrew C S Koh's Apocalypse. This Christ-centered, life-changing Expository Commentary, Daily Devotion, and Bible Study Guide is a simple, non-academic resource for laymen to understand and apply Biblical truth to contemporary life. Written during the 2020-2022 pandemic, this book can change, correct, convict, deepen, transform, mature, enrich, teach, and bless the reader.

With a focus on encountering God through His Word, this book helps readers to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). Packed with insight and devotion, Apocalypse is a must-read for those seeking a deeper understanding of Revelation. By combining original commentary with Scripture, readers can explore the Book of Revelation with a newfound appreciation.

You don't need a degree in Biblical studies to understand the complexities of Revelation. Dr. Andrew C S Koh's Apocalypse provides readers with a path to the truth of Revelation in a way that's easy to understand. This book is a great gift for readers who want to find the truth and study the book of Revelation systematically. With this book, readers can gain a deeper appreciation of the Bible and grow in their faith. Get a copy of Apocalypse today and discover the secrets of Revelation.

I wish to dedicate this book to my beloved wife, Wai Yin, my sons, Joseph, Joshua, Joel, my daughters-in-law, Renee, Tina, Angelina, my grandsons Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan, my granddaughters Giselle, Katherine, Annabelle, Isabelle, Kristabelle, and future generations. I wish to thank Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia, Rev. Ng Wah Lok, former principal of Tung Ling Seminary, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Brother Jason Fong, Pastor DSJ Benjamin, and Pastor Joshua Tan for their support, and encouragement. 

Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith.
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Author, place, date, recipients

It is generally accepted that John the apostle wrote this book on the Island of Patmos. The Roman Emperor Domitian banished John to the Island of Patmos, a small Island belonging to Greece, off the coast of Asia Minor, in the Aegean Sea.

Irenaeus, the early church father, dated the writing of this book to around 95 AD. John wrote this book to the seven churches of Asia Minor, modern day Turkey, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

Seven is the complete and prefect number. There are many sevens in this book. As you read the Book of Revelation, make a note of all the sevens, example, seven spirits, seven lamp stands, seven angels, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls, etc. 

The genre of Revelation is apocalyptic literature. The authors used a lot of imagery and symbolism. Unlocking the imagery and symbols is the most challenging part of the study. There are three major controversies in interpretation.

Futuristic- this view is that events in Revelation is future and had not taken place yet. 

Preteristic- this view is that events in Revelation had already happened in 70 AD, when the Romans razed Jerusalem and the temple to the ground.

Allegoristic- this is to allegorise the whole Book of Revelation. 

There are also several positions like pretribulation, mid tribulation, and post tribulation, premillennial, post-millennial, and amillennial. All these issues only add more confusion to the reader and Bible student. 

Outlines

Chapter 1: 1-8, prologue 

Chapter 1: 9-20, the things that John saw, John’s vision of the Glorified Christ

Chapters 2-3: the things that are, Christ’s seven letters to the 7 churches of Asia Minor 

Chapters 4-22: the things that are yet to take place, tribulation, the millennial kingdom, and the eternal universe
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Revelation 1

Glorified Christ
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Chapter 1 begins with the prologue, verses 1-8, followed by John’s vision of the Glorified Christ, verses 9-20.

Verses 1-3, 1 This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things which must happen soon, which he sent and made known by his angel to his servant, John, 2 who testified to God’s word and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, about everything that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things that are written in it, for the time is at hand.

Reflection

Greek for revelation is “apokalupsis” which means to unveil truth concerning things unknown. This is a book unveiling the truth about Jesus Christ. The hierarchy of dissemination was from God, the Father, to Jesus Christ, to the angel, to the apostle John, and to the seven churches in Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. God gave John a vision of future events and commanded him to document everything into a book. John testified to the authenticity of what he saw and wrote. God promises a special blessing to anyone who reads, hears, believes, and applies the teachings in this book. 

Verses 4-8, 4 John, to the seven assemblies that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from God, who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits who are before his throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and washed us from our sins by his blood— 6 and he made us to be a Kingdom, priests, Exodus 19:6, Isaiah 61:6, to his God and Father—to him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, including those who pierced him. All the tribes of the earth will mourn over him. Even so, Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Reflection

Apostle John testified that he was the author, and the seven churches of Asia Minor were his recipients. Isaiah described the seven-fold manifestation of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord, wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear, Isaiah 11:2.

John pronounced a blessing of grace and peace to his recipients, from God, the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ, the Trinity. Grace is getting what we do not deserve. Grace is God’s unmerited favour. Grace always precedes peace. Peace with God and peace from God is the result of justification by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. God is outside time, outside space, and outside matter. He is, and was, and is to come. He is pre-existent, self-existent, and eternal. God existed from eternity past to eternity future. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the first fruit of the resurrection, the ruler, and the King of the earth. Jesus loved us, redeemed us by His blood, and made us priest of the kingdom. Everyone will see Jesus returning to earth riding on the clouds in His second coming. Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and last alphabet of the Greek language. He is also the Alef and Tau, the first and last alphabet of the Hebrew language. He is the author and finisher (perfecter) of our faith, Hebrews 12:2.

Hebrews 12:2, “looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
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