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			Preface

			Every book has a beginning, but not every beginning lies on paper. This one began in the heart of God, whispered through His Spirit, and carried through the voice of His servant. What follows in these pages is not simply a message preserved, but a journey shared—a journey into the heart of Christ and His purpose for His people. It is my prayer that as you read, you will not encounter words alone, but the living Word who still speaks, still calls, still forms His church for Himself.

			The truths contained here were first preached, not written. They were spoken to a people gathered in faith, seeking to hear the voice of the Lord. I have sought, with fear and trembling, to remain faithful to the spirit of that message, translating its urgency and tenderness into words that may travel further than a pulpit’s reach. Yet I know this: if the Spirit does not breathe upon these pages, they will remain ink and paper. If He does, they will become life and light to those who open their hearts.

			What you will find in these chapters is not theory, nor the product of human reasoning. It is truth forged in the furnace of experience, carried in the lives of those whom God has called and broken, then raised and established for His service. The message is simple, yet searching: God Himself gives gifts to His house, forming ministers not through ambition or schooling, but through the cross and the Spirit. His purpose is not to exalt men, but to build His church into maturity, until Christ is all in all.

			

			To the reader, I offer this invitation: approach these pages not as an observer, but as a participant. Let each chapter be more than information—let it be an encounter. Let the images drawn from Scripture invite you into prayer, let the reflections stir your heart to surrender, let the testimonies call you to deeper faith. Do not rush, but linger. Do not skim, but listen. For in the quiet places of reflection, the Spirit speaks most clearly.

			I have been deeply moved while writing, sensing again the weight of God’s longing for His people to grow into maturity. My hope is that you too will be moved—not by the words themselves, but by the One who calls us beyond ourselves into His fullness. If these pages draw you closer to Christ, if they awaken in you a hunger for His presence, if they encourage you to trust His timing, His ways, and His gifts, then this work will have fulfilled its purpose.

			Finally, I must confess that this book is not mine. It belongs to the Lord who gave the message, and to the church for whom it was given. I am but a steward, passing on what I have received. May it serve to strengthen your spirit, steady your steps, and fill your heart with hope for the appearing of our Lord.

			“To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” — Ephesians 3:21

		

		
		

		
		

		

		
			Introduction

			Have you ever found yourself in a moment where silence pressed against your heart, where even prayer felt like it vanished into the air? It is in those seasons that God is not absent, but drawing nearer than we can imagine. He does not speak only to soothe; He also forms, chisels, and prepares vessels for His glory. The story of His work in His people has always been about more than tasks or achievements. It is about the shaping of men and women into living testimonies of His presence. The desert, the wilderness, the waiting years, all become His workshop. What looks barren to us is fertile ground in His hands, for there He plants the seed of His eternal purpose.

			Throughout the history of His dealings with His people, God has always taken the initiative. He calls, He chooses, He sets apart. We may think we can volunteer, but the mystery of ministry lies in God’s sovereign decision. When He lays hold of a life, He does not merely use that person’s abilities. He remakes the person, opening the inner being so that the spirit can rise above the entanglement of self and soul. From this place of union, the minister speaks not from knowledge alone, but from life. What is born of the Spirit carries a fragrance that cannot be imitated. It is here that the church begins to grow, not in numbers only but in depth, stability, and maturity.

			The apostle Paul once prayed that believers might be strengthened with power through the Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith. This prayer is not for a select few. It is the cry of heaven for the entire body of Christ. And yet, it is often through the labor, prayer, and tears of God’s chosen servants that His people are led into such reality. The world may celebrate charisma, eloquence, or visible success, but the Lord looks upon the inner stature of a person. He seeks a spirit that is steady, not tossed about by winds of circumstance. He desires shepherds who will feed His flock with truth, not with opinions or trends. He entrusts His people to those who have first been entrusted to the cross.

			“God does not merely give strength—He is our strength.” These words from Andrew Murray capture the very heartbeat of the gospel. Ministry begins and ends with God Himself. To abide in Him is to find that our sufficiency flows from His life, not our striving. When Christ Himself becomes the fountain within, then even the smallest act of service carries eternal weight. A prayer whispered in secret may open a door for another to enter the kingdom. A life hidden in obedience may become a channel for His power to steady a whole community.

			Consider the Levites who stepped into the Jordan while the waters still raged. It was their obedience, costly and trembling though it was, that made a way for the people of God to cross. In the same way, every generation has known men and women who have dared to step first, trusting that God would part the waters. Their lives became testimonies not to their courage, but to the faithfulness of the One who called them. To follow such examples is not to idolize people, but to see the imprint of Christ who is the true Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

			At times the path will be marked by breaking. The Word of God pierces, dividing soul from spirit, exposing what is natural and what is spiritual. This breaking is not to destroy, but to release. What has long been bound within is freed to flow outward in living ministry. The pain of the cross becomes the joy of resurrection. As Watchman Nee once wrote, “Only what has first passed through death can be raised to life.” Those who have tasted this reality can guide others not with theories, but with tested truth.

			In this book, we will walk through the ways God forms His ministers, and through them, His people. The journey is not about titles or recognition. It is about becoming one spirit with the Lord, about bearing His life in such a way that others are lifted into maturity. Each chapter will invite you deeper, not into ideas, but into encounters with the living Christ. You will find yourself challenged to surrender, encouraged to trust, and stirred to long for more of Him. The Spirit will be your teacher as you read, leading you beyond the surface into the very heart of God.

			Let this introduction serve not as a doorway into human wisdom, but as an invitation into divine fellowship. May your heart be opened, your spirit awakened, and your mind renewed as you journey through these pages. The Lord is calling His church to rise, not on the strength of human will, but on the gift of His own life poured into willing vessels. He is seeking those who will say yes, not for what they can do, but for who He can be in them. The path ahead is not easy, but it is radiant with His glory.

			Here at the beginning, I invite you to pause. Breathe deeply of His presence. Ask Him to prepare your heart. The chapters that follow are not merely teachings, they are invitations. They are calls to deeper union, to greater stability, to a more radiant witness of Christ in this age. And as you read, may you hear again the quiet voice of the Lord saying, “Follow Me.” For in the end, that is all that matters: not the tasks accomplished, not the recognition gained, but the faithful following of the One who loved us and gave Himself for us.

			“What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light.” — Matthew 10:27

			May this word linger with you as you begin this journey.

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		

		
			Chosen, Not Volunteered

			Have you ever wondered why some are set apart in ways that seem beyond human arrangement? The calling of God does not function as a marketplace where men and women put forward their names to be selected. It is a holy mystery, a sovereign initiative that begins in the heart of God Himself. The church is not built on volunteers but on vessels chosen, shaped, and sent by the Lord. To grasp this truth is to free ourselves from the illusion that ministry is a career path or a human ambition. It is, rather, a divine interruption where God lays hold of a life and reorients it entirely toward His purposes.

			The Scriptures speak with clarity: “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” This word from the lips of Christ to His disciples echoes through every generation. Ministry is not a self-appointed role but a sacred trust. When God chooses, He does so not according to human merit, education, or zeal, but according to His eternal plan. The prophet Jeremiah heard it as a boy when the Lord told him, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you; before you were born, I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” Such choosing precedes all human effort. It humbles the one called and exalts the One who calls.

			The danger of self-selection is not only pride but fragility. If we step into ministry out of personal desire, our strength will not sustain us. The storms of responsibility, opposition, and spiritual warfare will soon expose the weakness of a foundation built on human will. But when God has chosen, the storms only prove the strength of His appointment. Like Moses at the burning bush, the chosen one protests, hesitates, and confesses weakness. Yet God insists that His presence will be enough. The authority of true ministry rests not in human capacity but in divine companionship.

			The church, therefore, must guard against treating ministry as a position open to rotation or candidacy. We do not vote God’s servants into being; we recognize whom He has already chosen. To confuse the two is to invite disorder. The people of Israel once demanded a king before the time, and their impatience brought sorrow. In contrast, when David was chosen by God and anointed in secret, even years of obscurity could not prevent his eventual rising. God’s timing may appear slow, but it is perfect. He is never late in preparing His vessels for the work that lies ahead.

			This principle is not meant to discourage willingness but to purify it. A heart that says, “Here am I, send me,” must always be willing to wait until the Lord Himself sends. It is not enough to desire the work; we must desire His will. The waiting room of God is not wasted time but refining fire. In hidden seasons He exposes motives, deepens dependence, and cultivates humility. The volunteer spirit says, “I am ready.” The chosen vessel learns to say, “Only in You am I ready.” This distinction is what separates mere activity from authentic ministry.

			

			Consider the apostle Paul. Once zealous to the point of violence, he was radically confronted on the road to Damascus. His calling was not a career adjustment but a total breaking and remaking. He would later write that God had “separated me from my mother’s womb and called me by His grace.” Such language reveals that calling is never an afterthought; it is woven into the fabric of God’s eternal counsel. Paul’s ministry was sustained not by ambition but by grace, and this grace was sufficient through imprisonment, rejection, and eventual martyrdom.

			Andrew Murray once wrote, “Humility is simply the disposition which prepares the soul for living on trust.” Those who are chosen discover that their strength lies not in their capacity but in their continual dependence. They do not boast in position but rejoice in weakness, for it becomes the stage upon which Christ’s power is displayed. This humility protects the church from leaders who build kingdoms for themselves instead of laying down their lives for the flock. The chosen know that the ministry is not theirs but God’s, entrusted for a season until the Chief Shepherd returns.

			What then is our response as the people of God? It is to pray earnestly that the Lord of the harvest would send forth laborers into His harvest. We do not create them; we plead for them. We align ourselves with His desire to raise up those who will shepherd with His heart. We also learn to honor the ones He gives, not as celebrities but as gifts. To receive them is to receive the One who sent them. To resist them is to resist His order. When we see ministry through this lens, we begin to cherish the spiritual health of the church as inseparable from God’s sovereign choosing.



