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Epigraph

"YESHUA REPLIED, ‘FOXES have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”— Luke 9:58 

These words, spoken by Yeshua (Jesus), carry a profound meaning that extends beyond their immediate context. At first glance, Yeshua was simply responding to someone who expressed a desire to follow Him. However, His statement holds a deeper spiritual lesson—one that is particularly relevant to the subject of this book.

When Yeshua mentioned foxes and birds, He was making a sharp contrast between His mission and the comforts of this world. Foxes, in particular, were known for their cunning and deceptive nature, often symbolizing crafty and self-serving individuals. In another instance, Yeshua directly referred to King Herod as “that fox” (Luke 13:32), highlighting his deceptive and self-preserving nature.

In today’s church, we have seen the rise of spiritual foxes—pastors who manipulate, deceive, and build their own dens of comfort, while neglecting the true call of Christ. Unlike Jesus, who had nowhere to lay His head because His focus was on fulfilling God’s will, these fox-like leaders prioritize earthly wealth, power, and influence over the genuine care of God’s people.

This book is a call to vigilance. It challenges every believer to examine the leaders they follow and to discern whether they are truly walking in the footsteps of Christ or merely building their own dens, seeking comfort and personal gain rather than serving God’s kingdom.

Yeshua had no place to lay His head because His kingdom was not of this world (John 18:36). The question we must ask ourselves is this: Are our pastors following the path of Christ, or are they merely building their own nests and dens, like foxes and birds?

Let the words of Yeshua serve as a warning and a wake-up call. Not everyone who preaches in His name is truly of Him. We must seek discernment and follow only those who carry the heart of a true shepherd.

Disclaimer

The writer of this book, like any other person whether living or dead, has no authority to stand in judgement of individuals or the church. Yeshua HaMashiach, the First Born of All Creation only has authority to cast judgement. This book is merely written to alert the church on serious dangers the Master and the Judge Yeshua HaMashiach warned us about. Other than that I the writer have no stake or say whatsoever in matters of YESHUA HAMASHIACH and the CHURCH.

Preface

In an age where churches are multiplying and pastors are rising in great numbers, an important question must be asked: Are all pastors truly called by God, or are some merely foxes disguised as shepherds?

Over the years, I have encountered many believers who have been spiritually wounded, deceived, and misled by those they trusted as their spiritual leaders. Instead of guiding their flocks closer to God, some pastors have manipulated, exploited, and distorted the gospel for personal gain. The unfortunate reality is that not every person standing behind a pulpit is a true servant of Christ.

The inspiration for this book came from a deep burden in my heart to help believers discern the difference between a genuine shepherd and a cunning fox. The Bible warns us in Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” This warning is not just a distant concern—it is a present reality in many churches today.

Through personal observation, scriptural insights, and real-life examples, this book will expose the characteristics of false pastors while shedding light on the true nature of a God-called shepherd. My hope is that every believer who reads this book will develop the spiritual discernment needed to recognize deception, avoid spiritual harm, and embrace sound biblical leadership.

This is not a book written out of bitterness or personal attacks against any individual or church. Instead, it is a clarion call for believers to wake up, test every spirit, and measure all teachings against the unshakable truth of God’s Word.

May this book equip you with wisdom, open your spiritual eyes, and guide you into a deeper relationship with God as you seek His truth above all else.

In His Service,

Israel Simelane
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Foxes have Holes Background Story. 

It was one of the best days in Judea, by the River Jordan. After more than 400 years of prophecy silence, John the Baptist, being a rare sight in generations past, broke the silence, preaching about the coming of the Messiah and baptizing those who repented. It was clear that something significant was in the air. Many people searching for a powerful spiritual leader had concentrated their hopes around John the Baptist, thinking that perhaps he might be the Messiah. In modern terms, the people were scouting for fresh anointing from someone who would appear to be a major prophet.

One day, as John was preaching, a sudden addition to his message came when a certain man showed up among them to be baptized. At that moment, John's voice rang out: "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29). The words resonated among the people as they tried to identify the man John was referring to. They watched as Yeshua descended the banks of the river to be baptized by John. What became even more remarkable was the divine confirmation that followed: the Spirit of God descended in the form of a dove and rested on Jesus' shoulder, while the Heavenly Father, Almighty God, echoed from Heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear Him!" (Luke 9:35).

Now, for those seeking a powerful spiritual leader, clarity has come. They recalled that John had previously spoken about someone greater than himself, whose sandals he was not worthy to untie. Some may have thought John himself did not fit their standards because of his rugged appearance—dressed in camel's hair and eating locusts and wild honey. However, many began following Jesus, the Son of God, as He moved away from the river after His baptism.
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