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Hail to the Victors! 

History of Michigan Wolverines Football

––––––––

[image: ]


Hail! to the victors valiant

Hail! to the conquering heroes

Hail! Hail! to Michigan

The leaders and best!

Hail! To the victors valiant

Hail! to the conquering heroes

Hail! Hail! to Michigan

The champions of the west!

[image: 1969 UM-OSU game, Bo&#39;s Big Win]
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​​​​​​​Introduction
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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town {Alden} in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

[image: Ohio State vs. Michigan 1969: Read the story from the loss that broke the  Buckeyes&#39; hearts 50 years ago - cleveland.com]Steve Fulton
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Brief History of Michigan Football
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[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Michigan.gif]Michigan has the most all-time wins (1012-358-36) in college football history. The team is known for its distinctive winged helmet, its fight song, its record-breaking attendance figures at Michigan Stadium, and its many rivalries, particularly its annual, regular-season-ending game against Ohio State, known simply as “The Game,” once voted as ESPN's best sports rivalry. Michigan began competing in intercollegiate football in 1879. The Wolverines joined the Big Ten Conference at its inception in 1896, and other than a hiatus from 1907 to 1916, have been members since. Michigan has won or shared 44 league titles, and, since the inception of the AP Poll in 1936, has finished in the top 10 a total of 41 times. The Wolverines claim 12 national championships, most recently the 2023 squad which won the College Football Playoff Championship game.

From 1900 to 1989, Michigan was led by a series of nine head coaches, each of whom has been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame either as a player or as a coach. Fielding H. Yost became Michigan's head coach in 1901 and guided his "Point-a-Minute" squads to a streak of 56 games without a defeat, spanning from his arrival until the season finale in 1905, including a victory in the 1902 Rose Bowl, the first college football bowl game ever played. Fritz Crisler brought his winged helmet from Princeton University in 1938 and led the 1947 Wolverines to a national title and Michigan's second Rose Bowl win. Bo Schembechler coached the team for 21 seasons (1969–1989) in which he won 13 Big Ten titles and 194 games, a program record. The first decade of his tenure was underscored by a fierce competition with his former mentor, Woody Hayes, whose Ohio State Buckeyes squared off against Schembechler's Wolverines in a stretch of the Michigan–Ohio State rivalry dubbed the "Ten-Year War". Following Schembechler's retirement, the program was coached by two of his former assistants, Gary Moeller and then Lloyd Carr, who maintained the program's overall success over the next 18 years. However, the program's fortunes declined under the next two coaches, Rich Rodriguez, and Brady Hoke, who were both fired after relatively short tenures. Following Hoke's dismissal, Michigan hired Jim Harbaugh on December 30, 2014. Harbaugh is a former quarterback of the team, having played for Michigan between 1982 and 1986 under Schembechler.

The Michigan Wolverines have featured 83 players that have garnered consensus selection to the College Football All-America Team. Three Wolverines have won the Heisman Trophy: Tom Harmon in 1940, Desmond Howard in 1991, and Charles Woodson in 1997. Gerald Ford, who later became the 38th President of the United States, started at center and was voted most valuable player by his teammates on the 1934 team.

Michigan has played in 53 bowl games in its history, compiling a record of 24–29. Before missing a bowl game in 2008, Michigan had made a bowl game 33 years in a row, the second longest streak (as of the end of 2024 season) in college football history. The Wolverines have played in 21 Rose Bowls compiling a 9-12 record, including a 1-6 record vs USC since 1970. They are 4-2 in the Citrus Bowl and 3-3 in the Outback Bowl.

Michigan is noted for its long history of traditional rivalries and “Trophy Games”. The Ohio State rivalry is known as the “100 Yard War”. The winner of the Michigan State game wins the “Paul Bunyan Trophy”. The winner of the Minnesota game wins “The Little Brown Jug”. Notre Dame and Michigan have a long and storied rivalry that has been played on and off throughout the years.

Page | 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Legendary Coaches
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/60/Fielding_Yost_sitting_side.jpg/160px-Fielding_Yost_sitting_side.jpg]Fielding H. Yost {1901-1926}

After the 1900 season, Charles A. Baird, Michigan's first athletic director, wrote to Fielding H. Yost, "Our people are greatly roused up over the defeats of the past two years", and gave Yost an offer to come to Michigan to coach the football team. Upon arriving at Michigan, Yost famously ran up State Street and proclaimed to a reporter, "Michigan isn't going to lose a game." Yost certainly delivered, with the 1901 Michigan team demolishing its opponents. In the first season under head coach Yost, a lopsided victory over Buffalo drew national attention and marked the arrival of Yost's "Point-a-Minute" teams. The Buffalo team beat Ivy League power Columbia earlier in the year and was favored over a Michigan team the Buffalo newspapers had dubbed "Woolly Westerners." Michigan scored 22 touchdowns in 38 minutes of play, averaging a touchdown every one minute and 43 seconds. Buffalo quit 15 minutes before the game was scheduled to end. The New York Times reported that Michigan's margin of victory was "one of the most remarkable ever made in the history of football in the important colleges." At the end of the season, Michigan participated in the inaugural Rose Bowl, the first bowl game in American football history. Michigan dominated the game so thoroughly that Stanford's captain requested the game be called with eight minutes remaining. Neil Snow scored five touchdowns in the game, which is still the all-time Rose Bowl record. The Tournament of Roses Association held chariot races and other events in lieu of a football game for the next 15 years.

The next year, 1902, featured a contest between Michigan and the Wisconsin Badgers. The two teams were undefeated since 1900, and the crowd (20,000–22,000) was the largest in western football history. Michigan won, 6–0, leading the Detroit Free Press to call it "the greatest football game ever played on a western gridiron." The undefeated 1902 team outscored its opponents 644 to 12 on its way to an 11–0 season. In 1903, Michigan played a game against Minnesota that started the rivalry for the Little Brown Jug, the oldest rivalry trophy in college football. Yost sent a student assistant to purchase a five-gallon water jug from a local store. After the game ended in a tie, Yost forgot the jug in the locker room. Custodian Oscar Munson discovered it and brought it to L. J. Cooke, who painted the jug brown and wrote "Michigan Jug – Captured by Oscar, October 31, 1903. Michigan 6, Minnesota 6." When Yost requested that the jug be returned, Cooke responded that "if you want it, you'll have to win it." The game marked the only time from 1901 to 1904 that Michigan failed to win. Michigan finished the season 11–0–1. In 1904, Michigan once again went undefeated at 10–0 while recording one of the most lopsided defeats in college football history, a 130–0 defeat of the West Virginia Mountaineers. 

From 1901 through 1904, Michigan didn't lose a single game. The streak was finally halted at the end of the 1905 season by Amos Alonzo Stagg's Chicago Maroons, a team that went on to win two Big 9 (as the Western Conference was now being called with the addition of Iowa and Indiana) titles in the next three years. The game, dubbed "The First Greatest Game of the Century," broke Michigan's 56-game unbeaten streak and marked the end of the "Point-a-Minute" years. The 1905 Michigan team had outscored opponents 495–0 in its first 12 games. The game was lost in the final ten minutes of play when Denny Clark was tackled for a safety as he attempted to return a punt from behind the goal line. Michigan tied for another Big 9 title in 1906 before opting to go independent for the 1907 season. 

The independent years were not as kind to Yost as his years in the Big 9. Michigan suffered one loss in 1907. In 1908, Michigan got battered by Penn (a team that went 11–0–1 that year) in a game in which Michigan center Germany Schulz took such a battering as to have to be dragged off the field. In 1909, Michigan suffered its first loss to Notre Dame, leading Yost to refuse to schedule another game against Notre Dame; the schools did not play again until 1942. In 1910, Michigan played their only undefeated season of the independent years, going 3–0–3. Overall, from 1907 to 1916, Michigan lost at least one game every year (except for 1910). 

Michigan rejoined the Big 9 in 1917, after which it was called the Big Ten. Yost immediately got back to work. In 1918, Michigan played the first game against Stagg's Chicago Maroons since Chicago ended Michigan's winning streak in 1905. Michigan defeated the Maroons, 18–0, on the way to a 5–0 record. The next three years were lean, with Michigan going 3–4, 5–2, and 5–1–1, in 1919, 1920, and 1921. However, in 1922 Michigan managed to spoil the "Dedication Day" for Ohio Stadium, defeating the Buckeyes 19–0. Legend has it that the rotunda at Ohio Stadium is painted with maize flowers on a blue background due to the outcome of the 1922 dedication game. Michigan went 5–0–1 in 1922, capturing a Big Ten title. In 1923, Michigan went 8–0, winning another conference championship. The 1924 Wolverines, coached by George Little, saw their 20-game unbeaten streak end at the hands of Red Grange. After the 1924 season, Little left Michigan to accept the head coach and athletic director positions at Wisconsin, returning athletic director Yost to the head coaching position. Although the 1925 and 1926 seasons did not include a conference title, they were memorable due to the presence of the famous "Benny-to-Bennie" combination, a reference to Benny Friedman and Bennie Oosterbaan. The two helped popularize passing the ball in an era when running held dominance. Oosterbaan became a three-time All-American and was selected for the All-Time All-American team in 1951, while Friedman went on to have a Hall of Fame NFL career.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f9/Fritz_Crisler.png/160px-Fritz_Crisler.png]Yost stepped aside in 1926 to focus on being Michigan's athletic director, a post he had held since 1921, thus ending the greatest period of success in the history of Michigan football. Under Yost, Michigan posted a 165–29–10 record, winning ten conference championships and six national championships. One of his main actions as athletic director was to oversee the construction of Michigan Stadium. Michigan began playing football games in Michigan Stadium in the fall of 1927. At the time Michigan Stadium had a capacity of 72,000, although Yost envisioned eventually expanding the stadium to a capacity well beyond 100,000. Michigan Stadium was formally dedicated during a game against the Ohio State Buckeyes that season to the tune of a 21–0 victory.

Fritz Crisler {1938-1947}

In 1938, Michigan hired Fritz Crisler as Kipke's successor. Crisler had been head coach of the Princeton Tigers and reportedly wasn't excited to leave Princeton. Michigan invited him to name his price, and Crisler demanded what he thought would be unacceptable: the position of athletic director when Yost stepped down and the highest salary in college football. Michigan accepted, and Crisler became the new head coach of the Michigan football program. 

Upon arriving at Michigan, Crisler introduced the winged football helmet, ostensibly to help his players find the receivers down field. Whatever the reasoning, the winged helmet has since become one of the iconic marks of Michigan football. Michigan debuted the winged helmet in a game against Michigan State in 1938. Two years later in 1940, Tom Harmon led the Wolverines to a 7–1 record on his way to winning the Heisman Trophy. Harmon ended the season by scoring three rushing touchdowns, two passing touchdowns, four extra-points, intercepting three passes, and punting three times for an average of 50 yards in a game against the Ohio State Buckeyes. The 1943 season included a #1 (Notre Dame) vs. #2 (Michigan) match-up against Notre Dame, a game the Wolverines lost 35–12. Michigan ended the season at 8–1, winning Crisler's first Big Ten championship. 

Crisler had reversed the misfortune of the end of the Kipke era and returned Michigan to one and two-loss seasons. From 1938 to 1944, Michigan posted a 48–11–2 record, although the period lacked a national title and only contained one conference title. Yet, Crisler's biggest mark on the game of football was made in 1945, when Michigan faced a loaded Army squad that featured two Heisman trophy winners, Doc Blanchard, and Glenn Davis. Crisler didn't feel that his Michigan team could match up with Army, so he opted to take advantage of a 1941 NCAA rule that allowed players to enter or leave at any point during the game. Crisler divided his team into "offensive" and "defensive" specialists, an act that earned him the nickname "the father of two-platoon football." Michigan still lost the game with Army 28–7, but Crisler's use of two-platoon football shaped the way the game was played in the future. Eventually, Crisler's use of the platoon system propelled his team to a conference championship and a national title in 1947, his final season. The 1947 team, nicknamed the "Mad Magicians" due to their use of two-platoon football, capped their season with a 49–0 victory over the USC Trojans in the 1948 Rose Bowl. Crisler finished with a 116–32–9 record at Michigan, winning two conference titles and one national title. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f2/Bo_Schembechler_%281975%29.png/140px-Bo_Schembechler_%281975%29.png]Bo Schembechler {1969-1989} 

It took 15 minutes for Don Canham to be sold on Bo Schembechler, resulting in Schembechler becoming the 15th coach in Michigan football history. At the time, Schembechler's employer, the Miami RedHawks, could have thrown more money at Schembechler, but Canham managed to sell Schembechler on Michigan's tradition and prestige. Schembechler's first team got off to a moderate start, losing to rival Michigan State and entering the Ohio State game with a 7–2 record. Ohio State, coached by icon Woody Hayes, entered the game at 8–0 and poised to repeat as national champions. The 1969 Ohio State team was hailed by some as being the "greatest college football team ever assembled" and came into the game favored by 17 points over Michigan. Michigan shocked the Buckeyes, winning 24–12, going to the Rose Bowl, and launching The Ten Year War between Hayes and Schembechler. From 1969 to 1978, one of either Ohio State or Michigan won at least a share of the Big Ten title and represented the Big Ten in the Rose Bowl every season. 

In 1970 Schembechler failed to repeat on the magic of 1969, that year losing to Ohio State 20–9 and finishing at 9–1. However, in 1971, Schembechler led Michigan to an undefeated regular season, only to lose to the Stanford Indians in the Rose Bowl to finish at 11–1 and miss out on a chance at a national championship. From 1972 to 1975, Michigan failed to win a game against Ohio State (powered by phenom running back Archie Griffin), finishing at 10–1, 10–0–1, 10–1, and 8–2–2. However, Michigan did tie Ohio State in 1973, only missing out on the Rose Bowl due to a controversial vote that sent Ohio State to the Rose Bowl and left Michigan at home. Another notable event occurred during the 1975 season, with the first of Michigan's record streak of games with more than 100,000 people in attendance occurring during a game against the Purdue Boilermakers.

From 1976 to 1978, Michigan asserted its own dominance of the rivalry, beating Ohio State, going to the Rose Bowl, and posting a 10–2 record every year. After the 1978 season, Woody Hayes was fired for punching an opposing player during the 1978 Gator Bowl, thus ending The Ten Year War. Michigan had a slight edge in the war, with Schembechler going 5–4–1 against Hayes. However, while Schembechler successfully placed great emphasis on the rivalry, Michigan's bowl performances were sub-par. Michigan failed to win their last game of the season every year during The Ten Year War. The only year in which Michigan didn't lose its last game of the season was the 1973 tie against Ohio State. 

After the end of the Ten Year War, Michigan's regular season performance declined, but its post season performance improved. The 1979 season included a memorable game against Indiana that ended with a touchdown pass from John Wangler to Anthony Carter with six seconds left in the game. Michigan went 8–4 on the season, losing to North Carolina in the 1979 Gator Bowl. In 1980, Michigan went 10–2 and got their first win in the Rose Bowl under Schembechler, a 23–6 win over Washington. Michigan went 9–3 in 1981 to get Schembechler's second bowl win in the 1981 Bluebonnet Bowl. In 1982, Michigan won the Big Ten championship while being led by three-time All-American wide receiver Anthony Carter. Michigan fell to UCLA Bruins in the 1983 Rose Bowl. Without Anthony Carter, the Wolverines did not win the Big Ten title in 1983, going 9–3. In 1984, the Wolverines suffered their worst season under Schembechler, going 6–6 with a loss to national champion BYU in the 1984 Holiday Bowl. 

Michigan needed to reverse its fortunes in 1985, and they began doing so with new quarterback Jim Harbaugh. Harbaugh led the Wolverines to a 5–0 record, propelling them to a #2 ranking heading into a game with the #1 Iowa Hawkeyes. Michigan lost 12–10 but did not lose another game the rest of the season to finish at 10–1–1 with a victory over Tom Osborne's Nebraska Cornhuskers in the 1986 Fiesta Bowl. In 1986 Michigan won the Big Ten with a 11–2 record, suffering a loss to the Arizona State Sun Devils in the 1987 Rose Bowl. The departure of Harbaugh after 1986 once again left Michigan on tough times as Schembechler's team stumbled to an 8–4 record in 1987. However, Michigan bounced back again in 1988 and 1989, winning the Big Ten title outright both years at 9–2–1 and 10–2 with trips to Rose Bowl. From 1981 through 1989, Michigan went 80–27–2, winning four Big Ten titles and going to a bowl game every year (with another Rose Bowl win obtained against USC Trojans after the 1988 season). Bo Schembechler retired after the 1989 season, handing the job over to his offensive coordinator Gary Moeller. Under Schembechler, Michigan posted a 194–48–5 record (11–9–1 against Ohio State) and won 13 Big Ten championships.

​
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College Football Hall of Fame
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	Name

	Name

	Name




	Albert Benbrook

	Elroy Hirsch

	Merv Pregulman




	Dave Brown

	Desmond Howard

	Harold R. "Tubby" Raymond




	Lloyd Carr

	Ron Johnson

	Bo Schembechler




	Anthony Carter

	Harry Kipke

	Germany Schulz




	Bob Chappuis

	Ron Kramer

	Neil Snow




	Fritz Crisler

	George Little

	Ernie Vick




	Tom Curtis

	Rob Lytle

	Bob Westfall




	Dan Dierdorf

	Jim Mandich

	Tad Wieman




	Bump Elliott

	Johnny Maulbetsch

	Albert Wistert




	Jumbo Elliott

	Reggie McKenzie

	Alvin Wistert




	Pete Elliott

	Bill Morley

	Francis Wistert




	Benny Friedman

	David M. Nelson

	Charles Woodson




	Tom Harmon

	Harry Newman

	Fielding H. Yost




	Willie Heston

	Bennie Oosterbaan

	Mark Messner
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​Pro Football Hall of Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Inducted




	George Allen

	Coach

	2002




	Dan Dierdorf

	T

	1996




	Len Ford

	DE

	1976




	Benny Friedman

	QB

	2005




	Bill Hewitt

	End

	1971




	Elroy Hirsch

	HB, End

	1968




	Steve Hutchinson

	G

	2020




	Ty Law

	CB

	2019




	Tom Mack

	G

	1999




	Ralph Wilson

	Owner

	2009




	Charles Woodson

	CB

	2021







​
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National Awards
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Players




	Heisman Trophy

	Jim Parker Trophy

	Rimington Trophy




	1940: Tom Harmon

	1991: Greg Skrepenak

	2004: David Baas




	1991: Desmond Howard

	2000: Steve Hutchinson

	2011: David Molk




	1997: Charles Woodson

	2007: Jake Long

	2022: Olusegun Oluwatimi




	Maxwell Award

	Sammy Baugh Trophy

	Lombardi Award




	1940: Tom Harmon

	1992: Elvis Grbac

	2006: LaMarr Woodley




	1991: Desmond Howard

	Jack Tatum Trophy

	2021: Aidan Hutchinson




	Walter Camp Award

	1997: Charles Woodson

	Ted Hendricks Award




	1991: Desmond Howard

	Jim Thorpe Award

	2006: LaMarr Woodley




	1997: Charles Woodson

	1997: Charles Woodson

	2021: Aidan Hutchinson




	Chic Harley Award

	Chuck Bednarik Award

	Ozzie Newsome Award




	1964: Bob Timberlake

	1997: Charles Woodson

	2015: Jake Butt




	1986: Jim Harbaugh

	Bronko Nagurski Trophy

	John Mackey Award




	1991: Desmond Howard

	1997: Charles Woodson

	2016: Jake Butt




	1997: Charles Woodson

	Doak Walker Award

	Lott IMPACT Trophy




	Dick Butkus Award

	2003: Chris Perry

	2016: Jabrill Peppers




	1991: Erick Anderson

	Jim Brown Trophy

	2023: Junior Colson




	Jack Lambert Trophy

	2003: Chris Perry

	Paul Hornung Award




	1991: Erick Anderson

	Fred Biletnikoff Award

	2016: Jabrill Peppers




	Lou Groza Award

	2004: Braylon Edwards

	Paul Warfield Trophy




	2021: Jake Moody

	Outland Trophy

	1991: Desmond Howard




	
	2022: Olusegun Oluwatimi

	2004: Braylon Edwards







Coaches




	AFCA Coach of the Year

	Sporting News Coach of the Year




	1947: Fritz Crisler

	1985: Bo Schembechler




	1948: Bennie Oosterbaan

	Associated Press Coach of the Year




	1969: Bo Schembechler

	2021: Jim Harbaugh




	1997: Lloyd Carr

	Woody Hayes Trophy




	Paul "Bear" Bryant Award

	1985: Bo Schembechler




	1997: Lloyd Carr

	1997: Lloyd Carr




	Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year

	George Munger Award




	1969: Bo Schembechler

	1989: Bo Schembechler




	Walter Camp Coach of the Year Award

	1997: Lloyd Carr




	1969: Bo Schembechler

	2011: Brady Hoke




	1997: Lloyd Carr

	Broyles Award




	Bobby Dodd Coach of the Year Award

	1997: Jim Herrmann




	1977: Bo Schembechler

	2021: Josh Gattis




	2007: Lloyd Carr

	AFCA Assistant Coach of the Year




	
	2001: Fred Jackson
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Conference Awards

[image: ]






	Player of the Year {Big Ten MVP}

	Thompson–Randle El Freshman of the Year




	1926: Benny Friedman

	1995: Charles Woodson (coaches)




	1932: Harry Newman

	1997: Anthony Thomas (coaches and media)




	1940: Tom Harmon

	2003: Steve Breaston (coaches)




	1947: Bump Elliott

	2004: Mike Hart (coaches and media)




	1957: Jim Pace

	2015: Jabrill Peppers (coaches and media)




	1964: Bob Timberlake

	Dave McClain / Hayes–Schembechler Coach of the Year




	1968: Ron Johnson

	1972: Bo Schembechler (media)




	1972: Rob Lytle

	1976: Bo Schembechler (media)




	1976: Rick Leach

	1980: Bo Schembechler (media)




	1982: Anthony Carter

	1982: Bo Schembechler (coaches)




	1986: Jim Harbaugh

	1985: Bo Schembechler (media and coaches)




	1991: Desmond Howard

	1989: Bo Schembechler (coaches)




	1997: Charles Woodson

	1991: Gary Moeller (media and coaches)




	2003: Chris Perry

	1992: Gary Moeller (media)




	2004: Braylon Edwards

	2011: Brady Hoke (media and coaches)




	2009: Brandon Graham

	2022: Jim Harbaugh




	2010: Denard Robinson

	Nagurski–Woodson Defensive Player of the Year




	2021: Aidan Hutchinson

	1997: Charles Woodson




	Graham–George Offensive Player of the Year

	2001: Larry Foote




	1990: Jon Vaughn (coaches)

	2006: LaMarr Woodley




	1991: Desmond Howard

	2016: Jabrill Peppers




	1992: Tyrone Wheatley

	2018: Devin Bush




	2003: Chris Perry

	2021: Aiden Hutchinson




	2004: Braylon Edwards

	Tatum–Woodson Defensive Back of the Year




	2010: Denard Robinson

	2016: Jourdan Lewis




	Rimington–Pace Offensive Lineman of the Year

	Butkus–Fitzgerald Linebacker of the Year




	1991: Greg Skrepenak

	2016: Jabrill Peppers




	1998: Jon Jansen

	2018: Devin Bush




	2000: Steve Hutchinson

	Kwalick–Clark Tight End of the Year




	2004: David Baas

	2013: Devin Funchess




	2006: Jake Long

	2015: Jake Butt




	2007: Jake Long

	2016: Jake Butt




	2011: David Molk

	Eddleman–Fields Punter of the Year




	2012: Taylor Lewan

	2012: Will Hagerup




	2013: Taylor Lewan

	2018: Will Hart




	Smith–Brown Defensive Lineman of the Year

	Rodgers-Dwight Return Specialist of the Year




	1985: Mike Hammerstein

	2016: Jabrill Peppers




	1988: Mark Messner

	Bakken-Andersen Kicker of the Year




	1992: Chris Hutchinson

	2021: Jake Moody




	2006: LaMarr Woodley

	2022: Jake Moody




	2021: Aidan Hutchinson

	Ameche-Dayne Running Back of the Year




	2022: Mike Morris

	2022: Blake Corum




	
	2023: Blake Corum
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Heisman Trophy Winners
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[image: Harmon Wins the Heisman (1940) | This Week in Michigan Football History |  MVictors.com - Michigan Football History]Tom Harmon {1940}

Known as Tom Harmon, as well as by the nickname "Old 98", was an American football player, military pilot, actor, and sports broadcaster. Harmon grew up in Gary, Indiana, and played college football at the halfback position for the University of Michigan from 1938 to 1940. He led the nation in scoring and was a consensus All-American in both 1939 and 1940 and won the Heisman Trophy, the Maxwell Award, and the Associated Press Athlete of the Year award in 1940. He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1954. During World War II, Harmon served as a pilot in the U.S. Army Air Forces. In April 1943, he was the sole survivor of the crash of a bomber he piloted in South America en route to North Africa. Six months later, while flying a P-38 Lightning, he was shot down in a dogfight with Japanese Zeros near Kiukiang in China. After the war, Harmon played two seasons of professional football for the Los Angeles Rams and had the longest run from scrimmage during the 1946 NFL season. He later pursued a career in sports broadcasting and was the play-by-play announcer for the first televised Rose Bowl in the late 1940s and worked for CBS from 1950 to 1962. He later hosted a 10-minute daily sports show on the ABC radio network in the 1960s and worked as the sports anchor on the KTLA nightly news from 1958 to 1964. He also handled play-by-play responsibility on broadcasts of UCLA football games in the 1960s and 1970s. Harmon was born in Rensselaer, Indiana, at the family home at 118 South Weston Street, the son of Illinois natives Rose Marie (née Quinn) and Louis A. Harmon (1873–1948), a real estate agent. In 1924, the family moved to Gary, Indiana. At the time of the 1930 U.S. Census, the family was living at 578 Van Buren in Gary. Harmon attended Horace Mann High School in Gary, graduating in 1937. He received 14 varsity letters in 10 sports at Horace Mann. He won the Indiana state championship both in the 100-yard dash and 220-yard low hurdles and won the national interscholastic scoring championship in football with 150 points. He ran the 100-yard dash in 9.9 seconds (half a second slower than Jesse Owens' world record) and 220-yard low hurdles in 22.6 seconds. He was also a star basketball player and threw two no-hitters as a pitcher in AAU baseball.

[image: Tom Harmon - Wikipedia]At the urging of his high-school coach Douglass Kerr, who played end for Michigan in 1927 and 1928, Harmon enrolled at the University of Michigan in 1937. He played on the freshman football team that fall, while the varsity compiled a 4–4 record in its final season under head coach Harry Kipke. In November 1937, the Associated Press published a story that Tulane coach Bill Bevan had tried to lure Harmon to transfer to that school, where his older brother was a student-athlete. Harmon chose to remain at Michigan, leading the varsity football team to a 19–4–1 (.813) record over the next three years. In addition to football, Harmon was also a member of the basketball team for two years. He majored in English and speech at Michigan, aspiring to become a sports broadcaster, and, as a junior and senior, hosted a 15-minute program on the university radio station on Fridays. In his three seasons at Michigan, Harmon rushed for 2,151 yards on 399 carries, completed 101 of 233 passes for 1,396 yards and 16 touchdowns, and scored 237 points. During his career, he played all 60 minutes eight times. Harmon also scored 33 touchdowns, breaking Red Grange's collegiate record of 31 touchdowns. He led the nation in scoring in both 1939 and 1940 (a feat that remains unmatched). His career average of 9.9 points per game stood as an NCAA record for ten seasons. Harmon was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1954, the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame in 1962, the Indiana Football Hall of Fame in 1974, and the University of Michigan Athletic Hall of Honor (as one of five inaugural inductees) in 1978. In 2007, Harmon was ranked 16th on ESPN's Top 25 Players in College Football list.

[image: Desmon Howard, Heisman Trophy winner 1991 | Michigan football, Michigan  wolverines football, Michigan go blue]Desmond Howard {1991}

Howard was born in Cleveland, Ohio and earned All-American and All-Ohio honors as a tailback during his senior season at St. Joseph High School in Cleveland, Ohio, scoring 18 touchdowns with a record-breaking 5,392 rushing yards, as well as 10 interceptions on defense. He earned three varsity letters each in track and football, as well as one in basketball. He played college football at Michigan, where he won the Heisman Trophy as a senior. Howard was selected fourth overall in the 1992 NFL Draft by the Washington Redskins and spent most of his career on special teams as a return specialist. With the Green Bay Packers, Howard was named Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl XXXI after returning a kickoff for a 99-yard touchdown against the New England Patriots, the longest return in Super Bowl history at the time. To date, he is the only special teams player to receive the award. He was inducted to the College Football Hall of Fame in 2011.

[image: Desmond Howard on Twitter: "@shomaristone My dude! You still talk to Sean?"  / Twitter]During his college career at the University of Michigan, Howard set or tied five NCAA and 12 Wolverines records. In 1991, Howard caught 62 passes for 985 yards and scored 23 touchdowns, while also rushing for 180 yards and gaining 694 yards on special teams, with an average of 27.5 yards per kickoff return and 14.1 yards per punt return. He won the Heisman Trophy, Maxwell Award, and Walter Camp Award, earning first-team All-American honors. Howard captured 85 percent of the first-place votes in balloting for the Heisman, the largest margin in history at that time. Howard also earned a bachelor's degree in communications in 1992. In 2011, he was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. On November 28, 2015, Howard had his #21 officially retired along with Gerald Ford (48), Tom Harmon (98), Ron Kramer (87), Bennie Osterbaan (47), and Albert, Alvin, and Whitey Wistert (11) at a ceremony before the Michigan game against Ohio State. Howard currently works for ESPN as a college football analyst. He appears as an in-studio personality and, in 2005, began traveling with Chris Fowler, Lee Corso, and Kirk Herbstreit to marquee matchup sites during the season for the pre-game show ESPN College Gameday.
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[image: Charles Woodson, Heisman Trophy winner 1997 and the first defensive player  to win the Prestigious award. | Charles woodson, Michigan football,  Michigan sports]Charles Woodson {1997}

Woodson was born in Fremont, Ohio. As a senior at Ross High School, Woodson was named Ohio's "Mr. Football." He finished his high school football career with the school's records for rushing yards (3,861) and scoring (466 points). In his senior season, he was a USA Today All-America selection and Parade High School All-American and recorded 2,028 yards and 230 points. All colleges recruited Woodson as a running back, while Michigan recruited him as a defensive back. In addition to playing football, Woodson also played basketball (point guard) and competed in track and field (relay sprinter and long jumper). Woodson attended the University of Michigan, where he played for coach Lloyd Carr's Wolverines teams from 1995 to 1997. He became the starter after the second game of his freshman season and played in 34 straight games. In addition to playing cornerback, he returned punts and occasionally played as a wide receiver. In his junior season in 1997, Woodson became the third Michigan player to win the Heisman Trophy, joining Tom Harmon (1940) and Desmond Howard (1991). Woodson received 282 more voting points than runner-up Peyton Manning of Tennessee. He was the first and is still the only primarily defensive player to win the prestigious award. Woodson led the Michigan Wolverines to an undefeated season and a share of the national championship in the same year. He won the Bronko Nagurski Trophy as the best defensive college player. He was named to the All-Big Ten First team for the third year and was recognized as a consensus first-team All-American. It was his second year winning the Chevrolet Defensive Player of the Year award and Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year. Woodson won the Jim Thorpe Award, Walter Camp Award, Chuck Bednarik Award, Jack Tatum Trophy and was named the Sporting News Player of the Year.

[image: Charles Woodson's Top 5 Plays at Michigan | MGoFish]Woodson played in the National Football League (NFL) for 18 seasons with the Oakland Raiders and Green Bay Packers. He played college football at Michigan, where he won the Heisman Trophy and the 1997 national championship as a junior. To date, he is the only defensive player to win the Heisman. Selected fourth overall by the Raiders in the 1998 NFL Draft, Woodson received Pro Bowl selections during his first four seasons and two first-team All-Pro honors. Woodson left the Raiders after eight seasons to join the Packers, where he played his next seven seasons. During his Packers tenure, Woodson was named Defensive Player of the Year in 2009 and won a Super Bowl title in Super Bowl XLV, while extending his Pro Bowl selections to eight and his first-team All-Pro honors to four. He returned to the Raiders for his last three seasons, earning his ninth Pro Bowl selection in his final year. One of the NFL's most decorated players, Woodson is tied with Rod Woodson (no relation) and Darren Sharper for the most defensive touchdowns, second in interceptions returned for touchdowns, and tied with Ken Riley for the fifth-most interceptions. Woodson is also one of the few players to appear in a Pro Bowl during three different decades. He was inducted to the College Football Hall of Fame in 2018 and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2021. 
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[image: 1991 Michigan DESMOND HOWARD 8x10 Photo Heisman Trophy Rose Bowl Print  Poster | eBay]
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Retired Jersey Numbers
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	No.

	Player

	Position

	Career

	Year retired




	11

	
Francis Wistert

Albert Wistert

Alvin Wistert


	T

	
1931–1933

1940–1942

1947–1949


	1949




	21

	Desmond Howard

	WR

	1989–1991

	2015




	47

	Bennie Oosterbaan

	End

	1925–1927

	1927




	48

	Gerald Ford

	C

	1932–1934

	1994




	87

	Ron Kramer

	End

	1954–1956

	1956




	98

	Tom Harmon

	HB

	1938–1940

	1940
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Rose Bowl Hall-of-Fame
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	Name

	Position

	Inducted




	Bump Elliott

	HB

	1989




	Neil Snow

	End, FB

	1990




	Bob Chappuis

	HB, QB

	1992




	Bo Schembechler

	Coach

	1993




	Butch Woolfolk

	HB

	1998




	Mel Anthony

	FB

	2002




	Chuck Ortmann

	HB

	2008




	Brian Griese

	QB

	2012




	Lloyd Carr

	Coach

	2013




	Tyrone Wheatley

	RB

	2015




	Charles Woodson

	CB

	2017







​

Page | 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


All-Americans
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	Player

	Position

	Year

	
	Player

	Position

	Year




	William Cunningham

	C

	1898

	
	Cedrick "Pat" Smith

	FB

	1917




	Allen Steckle

	T

	1898

	
	Ernest Allmendinger

	G

	1917




	John McLean

	HB

	1899

	
	Frank Culver

	G

	1917




	Richard France

	G

	1899

	
	Oscar Lambert

	C

	1917




	Neil Snow

	E

	1899

	
	Archie Weston

	QB

	1917




	Neil Snow

	E

	1901

	
	Frank Steketee

	FB

	1918




	Joe Maddock

	T

	1902

	
	Angus Goetz

	T

	1918




	Boss Weeks

	QB

	1902

	
	Angus Goetz

	T

	1920




	Willie Heston

	HB

	1902

	
	Tad Wieman

	T

	1920




	Willie Heston

	HB

	1903

	
	Ernie Vick

	C

	1921




	Herb Graver

	HB

	1903

	
	Paul Goebel

	E

	1921




	Joe Maddock

	T

	1903

	
	Robert J. Dunne

	G

	1921




	Curtis Redden

	E

	1903

	
	Franklin Cappon

	T

	1921




	Willie Heston

	HB

	1904

	
	Paul Goebel

	E

	1922




	Joe Curtis

	T

	1904

	
	Bernard Kirk

	E

	1922




	Joe Curtis

	T

	1905

	
	Irwin Uteritz

	QB

	1922




	Thomas Hammond

	HB

	1905

	
	Harry Kipke

	HB

	1922




	Henry Schulte

	G

	1905

	
	Stanley Muirhead

	T

	1922




	John Garrels

	FB

	1906

	
	Franklin Cappon

	FB

	1922




	Germany Schulz

	C

	1907

	
	Edliff Slaughter

	G

	1923




	Walter Rheinschild

	T

	1907

	
	Jack Blott

	C

	1923




	Germany Schulz

	C

	1908

	
	Harry Kipke

	HB

	1923




	William Casey

	T

	1909

	
	Stanley Muirhead

	T

	1923




	Albert Benbrook

	G

	1909

	
	Edliff Slaughter

	G

	1924




	Dave Allerdice

	HB

	1909

	
	Harry Hawkins

	G

	1925




	Joe Magidsohn

	HB

	1909

	
	Robert J. Brown

	C

	1925




	Albert Benbrook

	G

	1910

	
	Tom Edwards

	T

	1925




	Stanfield Wells

	E

	1910

	
	Benny Friedman

	QB

	1925




	Joe Magidsohn

	HB

	1910

	
	Bennie Oosterbaan

	E

	1925




	Stanfield Wells

	E

	1911

	
	Benny Friedman

	QB

	1926




	Miller Pontius

	T

	1912

	
	Bennie Oosterbaan

	E

	1926




	Miller Pontius

	T

	1913

	
	Bennie Oosterbaan

	E

	1927




	James Craig

	HB

	1913

	
	Otto Pommerening

	T

	1928




	Bubbles Paterson

	C

	1913

	
	Harry Newman

	QB

	1930




	Tommy Hughitt

	QB

	1913

	
	Maynard Morrison

	C

	1931




	John Maulbetsch

	HB

	1914

	
	Bill Hewitt

	E

	1931




	John Maulbetsch

	HB

	1915

	
	Harry Newman

	QB

	1932




	Cliff Sparks

	QB

	1916

	
	Chuck Bernard

	C

	1932




	John Maulbetsch

	HB

	1916

	
	Ted Petoskey

	E

	1932




	Chuck Bernard

	C

	1933

	
	Bill Yearby

	DT

	1964




	Ted Petoskey

	E

	1933

	
	Tom Mack

	OT

	1965




	Francis Wistert

	T

	1933

	
	Bill Yearby

	DT

	1965




	Herman Everhardus

	HB

	1933

	
	Jack Clancy

	E

	1966




	Matt Patanelli

	E

	1936

	
	Rick Volk

	DB

	1966




	Ralph Heikkinen

	G

	1938

	
	Joe Dayton

	C

	1967




	Tom Harmon

	HB

	1939

	
	Ron Johnson

	HB

	1967




	Tom Harmon

	HB

	1940

	
	Ray Phillips

	OG

	1967




	Ed Frutig

	E

	1940

	
	Tom Curtis

	DB

	1968




	Bob Westfall

	FB

	1941

	
	Ron Johnson

	HB

	1968




	Julius Franks

	G

	1942

	
	Tom Curtis

	DB

	1969




	Al Wistert

	T

	1942

	
	Jim Mandich

	TE

	1969




	Merv Pregulman

	T

	1942

	
	Marty Huff

	LB

	1970




	Merv Pregulman

	T

	1943

	
	Dan Dierdorf

	OT

	1970




	Bill Daley

	FB

	1943

	
	Henry Hill

	G

	1970




	Milan Lazetich

	T

	1944

	
	Reggie McKenzie

	OG

	1971




	Elmer Madar

	E

	1946

	
	Thom Darden

	DB

	1971




	Bob Chappuis

	HB

	1947

	
	Billy Taylor

	RB

	1971




	J.T. White

	C

	1947

	
	Mike Taylor

	LB

	1971




	Bump Elliott

	HB

	1947

	
	Paul Seymour

	OT

	1972




	Pete Elliott

	QB

	1948

	
	Randy Logan

	DB

	1972




	Dick Rifenburg

	E

	1948

	
	Dave Gallagher

	DT

	1973




	Alvin Wistert

	T

	1948

	
	Dave Brown

	DB

	1973




	Dick Kempthorn

	FB

	1949

	
	Mike Lantry

	PK

	1973




	Chuck Ortmann

	HB

	1949

	
	Dave Brown

	DB

	1974




	Robert Wahl

	T

	1949

	
	Don Dufek

	DB

	1975




	Alvin Wistert

	T

	1949

	
	Rob Lytle

	RB

	1976




	Robert Wahl

	T

	1950

	
	Calvin O'Neal

	LB

	1976




	Chuck Ortmann

	HB

	1950

	
	Jim Smith

	WR

	1976




	Tom Johnson

	T

	1951

	
	Mark Donahue

	OG

	1976




	Lowell Perry

	E

	1951

	
	Mark Donahue

	OG

	1977




	Lowell Perry

	E

	1952

	
	John Anderson

	LB

	1977




	Art Walker

	T

	1954

	
	Walt Downing

	C

	1977




	Ron Kramer

	E

	1954

	
	Rick Leach

	QB

	1978




	Ron Kramer

	E

	1955

	
	Ron Simpkins

	LB

	1979




	Tom Maentz

	E

	1955

	
	Curtis Greer

	DT

	1979




	Ron Kramer

	E

	1956

	
	George Lilja

	C

	1980




	Jim Pace

	HB

	1957

	
	Anthony Carter

	WR

	1980




	Jim Van Pelt

	QB

	1957

	
	Anthony Carter

	WR

	1981




	Bennie McRae

	HB

	1961

	
	Ed Muransky

	OT

	1981




	Bob Timberlake

	QB

	1964

	
	Bubba Paris

	OT

	1981




	Kurt Becker

	OG

	1981

	
	Steve Hutchinson

	OG

	2000




	Butch Woolfolk

	RB

	1981

	
	David Terrell

	WR

	2000




	Anthony Carter

	WR

	1982

	
	Larry Foote

	LB

	2001




	Tom Dixon

	C

	1983

	
	Marquise Walker

	WR

	2001




	Stefan Humphries

	OG

	1983

	
	Bennie Joppru

	TE

	2002




	Brad Cochran

	DB

	1985

	
	Marlin Jackson

	DB

	2002




	Mike Hammerstein

	DT

	1985

	
	Chris Perry

	RB

	2003




	Jim Harbaugh

	QB

	1986

	
	Marlin Jackson

	DB

	2004




	Garland Rivers

	DB

	1986

	
	Braylon Edwards

	WR

	2004




	Jumbo Elliott

	OT

	1986

	
	David Baas

	C

	2004




	Jumbo Elliott

	OT

	1987

	
	Ernest Shazor

	DB

	2004




	Mark Messner

	DT

	1987

	
	Mike Hart

	RB

	2006




	Mark Messner

	DT

	1988

	
	Alan Branch

	DT

	2006




	Tripp Welborne

	DB

	1989

	
	LaMarr Woodley

	LB

	2006




	Tripp Welborne

	DB

	1990

	
	Leon Hall

	DB

	2006




	Dean Dingman

	OG

	1990

	
	Jake Long

	OT

	2006




	Greg Skrepenak

	OT

	1990

	
	Jake Long

	OT

	2007




	Greg Skrepenak

	OT

	1991

	
	Brandon Graham

	DE

	2009




	Matt Elliott

	OG

	1991

	
	Denard Robinson

	QB

	2010




	Erick Anderson

	LB

	1991

	
	David Molk

	C

	2011




	Desmond Howard

	WR

	1991

	
	Taylor Lewan

	OT

	2012




	Chris Hutchinson

	DT

	1992

	
	Taylor Lewan

	OT

	2013




	Derrick Alexander

	WR

	1992

	
	Jake Butt

	TE

	2015




	Joe Cocozzo

	OG

	1992

	
	Jourdan Lewis

	CB

	2015




	Tyrone Wheatley

	RB

	1993

	
	Jourdan Lewis

	CB

	2016




	Remy Hamilton

	PK

	1994

	
	Jake Butt

	TE

	2016




	Ty Law

	DB

	1994

	
	Jabrill Peppers

	LB

	2016




	Jason Horn

	DT

	1995

	
	Maurice Hurst

	DT

	2017




	Jon Runyan

	OT

	1995

	
	Devin Bush

	LB

	2018




	Will Carr

	DT

	1996

	
	Aidan Hutchinson

	DE

	2021




	Jarrett Irons

	LB

	1996

	
	Jake Moody

	K

	2021




	Rod Payne

	C

	1996

	
	Blake Corum

	RB

	2022




	Charles Woodson

	DB

	1996

	
	Olusegun Oluwatimi

	C

	2022




	Charles Woodson

	DB

	1997

	
	Blake Corum

	RB

	2023




	Jerame Tuman

	TE

	1997

	
	Zak Zinter

	OL

	2023




	Glen Steele

	DT

	1997

	
	Will Johnson

	DB

	2023




	Jon Jansen

	OT

	1998

	
	Mike Sainristill

	DB

	2023




	Rob Renes

	DT

	1999

	
	Mason Graham

	DL

	2024




	Steve Hutchinson

	OG

	1999

	
	Dominic Zvada

	K

	2024
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Bowl Games
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	Year

	
	
	Opponent

	UM

	
	
	Bowl Game




	12/31/2024

	MICHIGAN {8-5}

	vs

	#11 ALABAMA {9-4}

	19

	13

	W

	Reliaquest Bowl




	1/8/2024

	#1 MICHIGAN {14-0}

	vs

	#2 WASHINGTON {14-0}

	34

	13

	W

	CFP National Championship




	1/1/2024

	#1 MICHIGAN {13-0}

	vs

	#4 ALABAMA {12-1}

	27

	20

	W

	Rose Bowl {National Semifinal}




	12/31/2022

	#2 MICHIGAN {13-1}

	vs

	#3 TCU {13-1}

	45

	51

	L

	Fiesta Bowl {National Semifinal}




	12/31/2021

	#2 MICHIGAN {12-1}

	vs

	#3 GEORGIA {12-1}

	11

	34

	L

	Orange Bowl {National Semifinal}




	1/1/2020

	#17 MICHIGAN (9-4)

	vs

	#9 ALABAMA (11-2)

	16

	35

	L

	Citrus Bowl




	12/29/2018

	#7 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#10 FLORIDA (10-3)

	15

	41

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl




	1/1/2018

	MICHIGAN (8-5)

	vs

	SOUTH CAROLINA (9-4)

	19

	26

	L

	Outback Bowl




	12/30/2016

	#6 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#10 FLORIDA STATE (10-3)

	32

	33

	L

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/2016

	#17 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#19 FLORIDA (10-4)

	41

	7

	W

	Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl




	12/28/2013

	MICHIGAN (7-6)

	vs

	KANSAS STATE (8-5)

	14

	31

	L

	Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl




	1/1/2013

	#19 MICHIGAN (8-5)

	vs

	#11 SOUTH CAROLINA (11-2)

	28

	33

	L

	Outback Bowl




	1/3/2012

	#13 MICHIGAN (11-2)

	vs

	#17 VIRGINIA TECH (11-3)

	23

	20

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/2011

	MICHIGAN (7-6)

	vs

	#21 MISSISSIPPI STATE (9-4)

	14

	52

	L

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/2008

	#20 MICHIGAN (9-4)

	vs

	#9 FLORIDA (9-4)

	41

	35

	W

	Capital One Bowl




	1/1/2007

	#3 MICHIGAN (11-2)

	vs

	#8 USC (11-2)

	18

	32

	L

	Rose Bowl




	12/28/2005

	#20 MICHIGAN (7-5)

	vs

	NEBRASKA (8-4)

	28

	32

	L

	Alamo Bowl




	1/1/2005

	#13 MICHIGAN (9-3)

	vs

	#6 TEXAS (11-1)

	37

	38

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/2004

	#4 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#1 USC (12-1)

	14

	28

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/2003

	#13 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#23 FLORIDA (8-5)

	38

	30

	W

	Outback Bowl




	1/1/2002

	#13 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	#8 TENNESSEE (11-2)

	17

	45

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/1/2001

	#17 MICHIGAN (9-3)

	vs

	#20 AUBURN (9-4)

	31

	28

	W

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/1/2000

	#8 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#5 ALABAMA (10-3)

	35

	34

	W

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/1999

	#15 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	vs

	#11 ARKANSAS (9-3)

	45

	31

	W

	Florida Citrus Bowl




	1/1/1998

	#1 MICHIGAN (12-0)

	vs

	#8 WASHINGTON STATE (10-2)

	21

	16

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1997

	#15 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	#16 ALABAMA (10-3)

	14

	17

	L

	Outback Bowl




	12/28/1995

	#14 MICHIGAN (9-4)

	vs

	#18 TEXAS A&M (9-3)

	20

	22

	L

	Alamo Bowl




	12/30/1994

	#20 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	#10 COLORADO STATE (10-2)

	24

	14

	W

	Holiday Bowl




	1/1/1994

	#23 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	NC STATE (7-5)

	42

	7

	W

	Hall of Fame Bowl




	1/1/1993

	#7 MICHIGAN (9-0-3)

	vs

	#9 WASHINGTON (9-3)

	38

	31

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1992

	#4 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#1 WASHINGTON (12-0)

	14

	34

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1991

	#12 MICHIGAN (9-3)

	vs

	#15 MISSISSIPPI (9-3)

	35

	3

	W

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1990

	#3 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#12 USC (9-2-1)

	10

	17

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/2/1989

	#11 MICHIGAN (9-2-1)

	vs

	#5 USC (10-2)

	22

	14

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/2/1988

	MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	ALABAMA (7-5)

	28

	24

	W

	Hall of Fame Bowl




	1/1/1987

	#4 MICHIGAN (11-2)

	vs

	#7 ARIZONA STATE (10-1-1)

	15

	22

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1986

	#5 MICHIGAN (10-1-1)

	vs

	#7 NEBRASKA (9-3)

	27

	23

	W

	Fiesta Bowl




	12/21/1984

	MICHIGAN (6-6)

	vs

	#1 BYU (13-0)

	17

	24

	L

	Holiday Bowl




	1/2/1984

	#8 MICHIGAN (9-3)

	vs

	#3 AUBURN (11-1)

	7

	9

	L

	Sugar Bowl




	1/1/1983

	#19 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	#5 UCLA (10-1-1)

	14

	24

	L

	Rose Bowl




	12/31/1981

	#16 MICHIGAN (9-3)

	vs

	#19 UCLA (7-4-1)

	33

	14

	W

	Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl




	1/1/1981

	#5 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#16 WASHINGTON (9-3)

	23

	6

	W

	Rose Bowl




	12/28/1979

	#14 MICHIGAN (8-4)

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA (8-3-1)

	15

	17

	L

	Gator Bowl




	1/1/1979

	#5 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#3 USC (12-1)

	10

	17

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/2/1978

	#4 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#13 WASHINGTON (8-4)

	20

	27

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1977

	#2 MICHIGAN (10-2)

	vs

	#3 USC (11-1)

	6

	14

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1976

	#5 MICHIGAN (8-2-2)

	vs

	#3 OKLAHOMA (11-1)

	6

	14

	L

	Orange Bowl




	1/1/1972

	#3 MICHIGAN (11-1)

	vs

	#16 STANFORD (9-3)

	12

	13

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1970

	#7 MICHIGAN (8-3)

	vs

	#5 USC (10-0-1)

	3

	10

	L

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1965

	#4 MICHIGAN (9-1)

	vs

	#8 OREGON STATE (8-3)

	34

	7

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1951

	#9 MICHIGAN (6-3-1)

	vs

	#5 CALIFORNIA (9-1-1)

	14

	6

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1948

	#2 MICHIGAN (10-0)

	vs

	#8 USC (7-2-1)

	49

	0

	W

	Rose Bowl




	1/1/1902

	#1 MICHIGAN (11-0)

	vs

	STANFORD (3-2-2)

	49

	0

	W

	Rose Bowl
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Washtenaw County Fairgrounds (1883–1892) 

[image: Plaing filed on Diag, ca 1890]In the early days of Michigan football, Michigan played smaller home games at the Washtenaw County Fairgrounds with larger games being held in Detroit at the Detroit Athletic Club. The Fairgrounds were originally located at the southeast intersection of Hill and Forest, but in 1890 moved to what is now called Burns Park. The Washtenaw County Fairgrounds was the first home field for the University of Michigan men's Wolverines football team. The Wolverines played their home games at the Fairgrounds from 1883 to 1884 and again from 1886 to 1892. The first intercollegiate football game played at the Fairgrounds was a May 12, 1883, game between Michigan and the Detroit Independents team. The game was part of a "Field Day" with events that included a ten-mile walk, wrestling and a "hop, skip, and jump" competition.

Regents Field (1893–1905) 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a8/Michigan_stadium_panorama.jpg/900px-Michigan_stadium_panorama.jpg]In 1890, the Board of Regents authorized $3,000 ($78,947.37 in 2014 dollars) for the purchase of a parcel of land along South State Street. In 1891 a further $4,500 ($118,421.05 in 2014 dollars) was authorized "for the purpose of fitting up the athletic field." Michigan began play on Regents Field in 1893, with capacity being expanded to over 15,000 by the end of the field's use. The first home game at the Athletic Field was a 6–0 victory over the Detroit Athletic Club on October 7, 1893. The following year in 1894, the Athletic Association change the name of the field to "Regents Field", which it would be known as until 1902.

[image: Ferry 
Field, 1924, aerial view]Ferry Field (1906–1926) 

By 1902 Regents Field had grown inadequate for the uses of the football team because of the sport's increasing popularity. Thanks to donations from Dexter M. Ferry, work began on planning the next home stadium for the Michigan football team. Powered by a $30,000 donation from Ferry, Ferry Field was constructed with a maximum temporary capacity of 18,000 for the 1906 season. Ferry Field was expanded to a capacity of 21,000 in 1914 and 42,000 in 1921. However, attendance was often over-capacity with crowds of 48,000 cramming into the small stadium. This prompted athletic director Fielding Yost to contemplate the construction of a much larger stadium. The last football game at Ferry Field was played in November 1926.

[image: Michigan Stadium 2011.jpg]Michigan Stadium (1927–present) 

Fielding H. Yost anticipated massive crowds as college football's popularity increased and wished to build a stadium with a capacity of at least 80,000. Ultimately, the final plans authorized the construction of a stadium with a capacity of 72,000 with footings to be set in place to expand it beyond 100,000 later. Michigan Stadium was dedicated in 1927 during a game against the Ohio State Buckeyes, drawing an over-capacity crowd of 84,401. After World War II, crowd sizes increased, prompting another stadium expansion to a capacity of 93,894 in 1949. Michigan Stadium cracked the 100,000 mark by expanding to 101,001 in 1955. Michigan Stadium temporarily lost the title of "largest stadium" to Neyland Stadium of the Tennessee Volunteers in 1996 but recaptured the title in 1998 with another expansion to 107,501. In 2007, the Board of Regents authorized a 226 million renovation to add a new press box, 83 luxury boxes, and 3,200 club seats. For the 2011 season, lights were installed at Michigan Stadium at the cost of $1.8 million. This allowed Michigan to play its first night game at home against Notre Dame in 2011. Michigan Stadium holds the NCAA single season average home attendance record, set in 2012 at 112,252 fans per game. On September 7, 2013, Michigan Stadium drew a crowd of 115,109 to see Michigan defeat Notre Dame 41–30, which at the time represented a post-1948 NCAA collegiate football attendance record

​​
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Ohio State-Michigan Rivalry

The Rivalry gathered national interest as most of the games from the 1970s through the mid-2000s determined the Big Ten Conference title and the resulting Rose Bowl Game match ups, and many influenced the outcome of the national college football championship. The game was ranked by ESPN in 2000 as the greatest North American sports rivalry. The two Midwest state universities first met in 1897, and the rivalry has been played annually since 1918. The game has been played at the end of the regular season since 1935 (with the exceptions of 1942, 1986, 1998, and 2020). Since 1918, the game's site has alternated between Columbus, Ohio, and Ann Arbor, Michigan (Michigan hosts it in odd years and Ohio State in even years) and has been played in Ohio Stadium since 1922 and Michigan Stadium since 1927. Through 2010, Ohio State and Michigan have decided the Big Ten Conference championship between themselves on 22 different occasions and have affected the determination of the conference title an additional 27 times. Michigan holds a 62–51–6 advantage through the 2024 season.

"Ten-Year War": Hayes vs Schembechler (1969–1978) 

Wolverines coach Bump Elliott resigned after the 1968 loss and Michigan hired Miami (Ohio) head coach Bo Schembechler, who had previously been an assistant at Ohio State under Hayes, to revitalize its football program. On November 22, 1969, Hayes led his top-ranked Buckeyes into Michigan Stadium to face Schembechler's Wolverines in the first matchup between two coaches who would come to define the rivalry between the two programs. The Buckeyes brought a 22-game winning streak into Ann Arbor, but behind an inspiring 60 yard punt return by Barry Pierson that set up a Wolverine touchdown in the second quarter, and a defense that intercepted Ohio State six times (three by Pierson), the Wolverines won a defensive battle (both teams were scoreless in the second half) for a 24–12 upset. The contest was the first in the famous "Ten-Year War" between Hayes and Schembechler, which pitted some of OSU's and UM's strongest teams against one another. Four times between 1970 and 1975, Ohio State and Michigan were both ranked in the top five of the AP Poll before their matchup. The Wolverines entered every game during those years undefeated and won only once, a 10–7 victory in Ann Arbor on November 20, 1971. The Michigan graduating class of 1975 shared or won the Big Ten championship every season, yet went to the Rose Bowl only once, in 1972. They only lost or tied with Ohio State during the regular season in that period.

[image: Photos | Ohio State vs. Michigan: The Ten Year War - The Columbus Dispatch  - Columbus, OH]In 1973, both teams entered undefeated, with the winner guaranteed a trip to the Rose Bowl. The rivals played to a 10–10 tie in Ann Arbor on November 24, and the athletic directors of the other Big Ten institutions were forced to vote on the Big Ten representative for the bowl game. In a secret ballot, Ohio State won the vote, to the outrage of Michigan athletic officials and fans. Schembechler argued that Michigan was robbed of its on-field achievements, and for months afterward, Ohio State newspapers were flooded with angry Wolverine letters and threats of lawsuits. Woody coined the phrase "That state up north" and "That team up north", so he would not have to say the word "Michigan". He was famous for his intense hatred of all things Michigan and according to legend, once refused to get gas in an empty tank, saying: "No, goddammit! We do NOT pull in and fill up. And I'll tell you exactly why we don't. It's because I don't buy one goddam drop of gas in the state of Michigan! We'll coast and PUSH this goddam car to the Ohio line before I give this state a nickel of my money!" During the "Ten-Year War," Ohio State and Michigan shared the Big Ten title six times. Between 1976 and 1978, Michigan won the game each year, and Ohio State failed to score a touchdown in each of those contests. Woody Hayes was fired at the end of the 1978 season after punching a Clemson player during the Gator Bowl, which ended the "War." The 1978 game was won by Michigan, 14–3, giving Schembechler a record of 5–4–1 against Hayes.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c1/Paul-bunyan-at-msu.jpg/250px-Paul-bunyan-at-msu.jpg]Michigan-Michigan State Rivalry {Paul Bunyan Trophy} 

The teams first played in 1898 and have met 113 times. The winner of each year's game receives the Paul Bunyan – Governor of Michigan Trophy, a four-foot wooden statue of a lumberjack that was first presented in 1953 to commemorate Michigan State's beginning football competition as a member of the Big Ten Conference. Michigan leads the series with an overall record of 74–38–5 through the 2024 season, though the series has seen several ebbs and flows during which one team or the other has experienced periods of dominance. In the earliest years of the rivalry from 1898 to 1933, Michigan was the dominant program with a record of 23–2–3. The Spartans' first victories were in 1913 and 1915 under head coach John Macklin. Prior to 1958, 44 of the 50 games were played on Michigan's home field. The teams began alternating home fields in 1958. The Spartans had four consecutive victories from 1934 to 1937 under head coach Charlie Bachman. With the arrival of Fritz Crisler as Michigan's head coach in 1938, the Wolverines then won 12 consecutive games. During the 1950s and 1960s, under head coaches Biggie Munn and Duffy Daugherty, the Spartans had their most prolonged period of success against the Wolverines, compiling a record of 14–4–2. The pendulum shifted back to the Wolverines under Bo Schembechler and his successors, as Michigan won 30 of 38 contests from 1970 to 2007. After Mike Hart's statement in 2007 referring to the Spartans as the Wolverines' "little brother", the Spartans reasserted themselves under head coach Mark Dantonio, winning seven of eight games from 2008 to 2015. From 2016 to 2019, Michigan won three out of four, but the Spartans won the 2020 game under new head coach Mel Tucker.

[image: Little Brown Jug (@LittleBrown_Jug) | Twitter]Michigan-Minnesota Rivalry {The Little Brown Jug} 

The Michigan–Minnesota football rivalry is the first and oldest trophy collegiate game in college football. The Little Brown Jug is an earthenware jug that serves as a trophy awarded to the winner of the game. It is one of the oldest and most played rivalries in American college football, dating to 1892. The Little Brown Jug is the most regularly exchanged rivalry trophy in college football, the oldest trophy game in FBS college football, and the second oldest rivalry trophy overall, next to the 1899 Territorial Cup (which did not become a travelling/exchange trophy until 2001), contested between Arizona and Arizona State (which did not become a four-year college until 1925). Both universities are founding members of the Big Ten Conference. As a result of the Big Ten not playing a complete round-robin schedule, Michigan and Minnesota occasionally did not play. In 2011, with the conference's initiation of divisional play, Michigan and Minnesota were both placed in the Big Ten's Legends division under the new two-division alignment. However, when the conference expanded again three years later, the teams were split into opposite divisions (Michigan in the East, Minnesota in the West). The conference stated there will be only one protected crossover matchup under the new alignment (Indiana vs. Purdue for the Old Oaken Bucket), meaning the rivalry will not be contested every year. However, the two schools will meet at least twice in each six-year scheduling cycle. Michigan is the current holder of the jug with a 49–24 victory on October 24, 2020. Through the end of the 2024 season, Michigan leads the series, 78–25–3.

1903 Game

The earthenware jug, originally used by Michigan coach Fielding H. Yost, is painted with the victories of each team. The name most likely originates in the 1869 song of the same name by Joseph Winner. After Yost took over coaching the Wolverines in 1901, the team went on to win 28 straight games. In the meantime, Minnesota assembled one of the best teams in school history, so Gopher fans were excited about possibly ending the Wolverines' streak. When Yost and the team came into Minneapolis for the 1903 game, student manager Thomas B. Roberts was told to purchase something to carry water. Yost was somewhat concerned that Gopher fans might contaminate his water supply. Roberts purchased a five-gallon jug for 30¢ from a local variety store in Dinkytown. The jug itself is known as a Red Wing Pottery "five gallon beehive jug", and was made in Red Wing, Minnesota. Twenty thousand fans watched the matchup between the two teams in an overflowing Northrop Field. Minnesota held the fabled "point-a minute" squad to just one touchdown but hadn't yet managed to score a touchdown of their own. Finally, late in the second half, the Gophers reached the end zone to tie the game at 6. As clouds from an impending storm hung overhead, pandemonium struck when Minnesota fans stormed the field in celebration. Eventually the game had to be called with two minutes remaining. The Wolverines walked off the field, leaving the jug behind in the locker room of the University of Minnesota Armory. The next day custodian Oscar Munson brought the jug to L. J. Cooke, head of the Minnesota athletics department, and declared in a thick Scandinavian accent: "Yost left his yug."] Exactly how Munson came to possess the jug is a bit of a mystery. Some accounts say that Munson purposely stole the jug in the chaos that ended the game, although most believe it was accidentally left behind. Thomas Roberts, writing in 1956, stated that the jug had served its purpose, so he intentionally left it sitting on the field.

Still, Cooke and Munson were excited to have this little bit of memorabilia, proceeding to paint it brown (it had originally been putty-colored and currently is painted half blue, which is Michigan's color) and commemorate the day by writing "Michigan Jug –; Captured by Oscar, October 31, 1903" on the side along with the score "Michigan 6, Minnesota 6". Of course, in the spirit of the moment, Minnesota's score was written many times larger than that of Michigan. When the two schools met in football again in 1909, Cooke and the Minnesota team captain decided that playing for the jug "might be material to build up a fine tradition between the two institutions." When presented with this idea, Yost and Michigan's captain agreed, and the jug thus became the traveling trophy it is today. Michigan took home the jug in 1909 and 1910. Minnesota and Michigan met up again in 1919 after Michigan rejoined the Big Ten Conference, marking the first year that Minnesota won the jug outright.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/Creighton_Miller_against_Michigan_in_1943.png/220px-Creighton_Miller_against_Michigan_in_1943.png]Michigan-Notre Dame Rivalry 

Michigan and Notre Dame began playing each other in 1887 in Notre Dame's first football game. The rivalry is notable due to the historical success of the football programs. Through the end of the 2017 season, Michigan is ranked #1 in wins and all-time winning percentage while Notre Dame is #2 in both categories. Both schools also claim 11 national championships. Michigan and Notre Dame have played in 42 contests, with Michigan holding a 25–17–1 advantage through the 2024 season.

Notre Dame and Michigan first played on November 23, 1887 in Notre Dame's first football game in South Bend, Indiana. The Wolverines proceeded to win the first eight contests, before Notre Dame notched its first win in the series in 1909. In 1942, in the first meeting since 1909, Michigan beat then #4 Notre Dame in Notre Dame Stadium. The next season, on October 9, top-ranked Notre Dame defeated second-ranked Michigan in the first matchup of top teams since the creation of the AP Poll in 1936. The teams ceased to play each other until the series was renewed in 1978. It has since been played annually except for hiatuses in 1983–84, 1995–96, and 2000–01. After the 2014 meeting, the series went on hiatus. However, the series was renewed in 2018 and 2019.

––––––––
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[image: 1879 Michigan football team.jpg]1879 Michigan Wolverines
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The team was the first intercollegiate football squad to represent the University of Michigan. They played two games, winning one and tying the other. In its first intercollegiate football game, Michigan defeated a team from Racine College. Irving Kane Pond scored the first touchdown, and team captain David DeTar scored the first point and the first field goal.

––––––––
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	3/30/1879

	Michigan

	vs

	RACINE

	1

	0

	W




	11/1/1879

	Michigan

	vs

	TORONTO 

	0

	0

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	1

	0

	1-0-1







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

RACINE

The first intercollegiate football game in Michigan history was played against the "Purple Stockings" from Racine College on May 30, 1879, at the Chicago White Stockings' grounds in Lakefront Park (now part of Grant Park). The Michigan team stayed at the Clifton House and was taken to the playing field by bus at 3:15 p.m. The game was played in front of a crowd of 500 spectators, amid heat described as "oppressive," and began at 4:15 p.m. The Chicago Daily Tribune called it "the first rugby-football game to be played west of the Alleghenies." The Chronicle (a weekly newspaper at the University of Michigan) called it "the finest game of Rugby football every played this side of the Alleghenies." The game was played in two innings of 45 minutes. (The periods of play were referred to as "innings" in 1879.) Irving Kane Pond (who later became an architect) scored the first touchdown in Michigan football history midway through the first inning. According to Will Perry's history of Michigan football, the crowd responded to Pond's plays with cheers of "Pond Forever." No points were scored for a touchdown, with a point being scored from touchdown only if the kick for goal after the touchdown succeeded. After Pond's touchdown, Michigan's team captain, David DeTarr, attempted the kick for goal. The Michigan players and umpire opined that the kick was good, but the referee ruled it had missed. The first inning ended at 4:55 p.m. with no points having been scored. Play resumed after a ten minute rest period. 

In the second inning, Michigan scored the only point of the game on a place-kick by DeTarr after a catch by John Chase. The Chronicle wrote that the teams "fought like dogs of war" in the second inning, with the play of Chase leading to the yell of "Chase is there" repeated "at least twenty times." In its account of the game, the Racine Advocate wrote that the Purple Stockings "had the worst of it, the ball constantly near their goal." The Chicago Daily Tribune also described the game as one-sided in Michigan's favor: "From first to last the Racine boys were on the defensive." The Racine newspaper credited Michigan's passing and teamwork as the difference in the game: "Perfect harmony characterized the Michigan boys' playing, when one of them caught the ball, he instantly passed it to a colleague nearer the enemy's goal and they were only discomfited when they practiced Racine's attempt to run with the ball dodging others."

TORONTO

Michigan's second intercollegiate football game was played in Detroit against the University of Toronto on November 1, 1879. Many students arrived from Ann Arbor on the Friday before the game, and several Canadian "excursionists" were also in the city. Another group of 250 students arrived in Detroit on the Saturday morning train from Ann Arbor and walked to Recreation Park to watch the game. Shortly after the crowd arrived from Ann Arbor, word was received that Zachariah Chandler, the former mayor of Detroit, U.S. Senator from Michigan, Secretary of the Interior, and U.S. Presidential candidate, had died. Flags in the city were lowered to half mast, and the Detroit Free Press noted that an absurd report spread that the demonstration by the Michigan students "had some reference to that sad event." 

The game was scheduled to start at 2:00 p.m., but the players did not arrive on time. Attendance was reported at 500–600 persons by the Detroit Free Press, though University of Michigan records place the figure at 1,500. Given the novelty of the game in Detroit, the Free Press devoted much of its coverage to educating readers on the rules and methods of play. The paper described it as football "of the scientific kind in vogue in all universities and throughout England and her provinces and known the world over as 'Rugby.'" The paper noted that the field was 300 feet wide and 400 feet long. On both sides stood two 12-foot high posts about 20 feet apart. White lines were drawn in plaster to mark the boundaries of the field. A string was drawn from one post to the other eight feet from the ground, and "the point of the game was to get the ball over the string or goal." The game was declared a draw after the teams played two hard-fought, 45 minute innings without either team scoring. The Free Press called it "One of The Most Exciting Sporting Events Ever Seen at Recreation Park" and credited the efforts of both teams: "This was the result of Saturday's match and at its close both teams were awarded rounds of cheers. The playing on both sides was marked by perfect courtesy and the honors of the game were evenly divided."
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[image: 1880 Michigan Wolverines football team.jpg]1880 Michigan Wolverines 
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The team was the second intercollegiate football team to represent the University of Michigan. They played one game, defeating the team from the University of Toronto, 13 to 6, at the Toronto Lacrosse Club. Michigan scored two touchdowns and one goal; Toronto scored three safety touchdowns. The team had no coach, and John Chase was the captain. Chase later became a general and commander of the Colorado National Guard in two of the most significant confrontations between American military forces and organized labor – the Colorado Labor Wars of 1903–1904 and the Ludlow Massacre of April 1914. The team's quarterback, Edmond H. Barmore, went into the business of building steamships from 1881 to 1886 and later operated the Los Angeles Transfer Company for about 40 years.




	11/5/1880

	Michigan

	@

	Toronto

	13

	6

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	13

	6

	1-0







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Toronto

On November 6, 1880, the Michigan football team played its only game of the season against the team from the University of Toronto. The game was the third official game played by the Michigan football team since it began during the 1879 season and the first by Michigan in a foreign country. The team left Ann Arbor on Friday morning, November 5, on the Michigan Central Railroad. The Chronicle described the traveling group as "a very jolly party" that enlivened the trip with college songs. The team arrived in Toronto on Friday night and stayed at the Rossin House Hotel in the city center. Because of "damp and dismal" weather on Saturday morning, few of the players engaged in sight-seeing and the Toronto team proposed postponing the game until Monday. The teams opted to proceed with the game as scheduled on Saturday. The game was played at the Toronto Lacrosse Club starting at 2:55 pm and was scheduled for two 45 minute innings.

The temperature became colder in the later afternoon, and the Toronto team proposed ending the game after the first inning. The teams ultimately agreed to play a shortened second inning of 37 minutes. During the first inning, Michigan was aided by having the wind at its back and running downhill on a slightly sloped field. In the second inning, the teams switched sides. The game ended at 4:27 pm with Michigan ahead 13–6. The scoring for Michigan consisted of "one goal, two touchdowns [one by halfback William Calvert], and two tries for goal, against three safety touch downs which Toronto was compelled to make." After the game, the Toronto team hosted the Michigan team at a reception held at the College Residence. The team spent Sunday in Toronto and departed on the 9:50 Great Western train on Monday morning.
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1881 Michigan Wolverines
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While the University of Michigan had fielded "football" teams in 1879 and 1880, those teams played a game that was more in line with traditional rugby, and many consider the 1881 team to be the first at Michigan to play American football. The team finished with a record of 0–3 after playing the top teams in the country – Harvard, Yale, and Princeton. Retrospective historical power ratings have ranked them as the top three college football teams of 1881. The Michigan-Harvard game, which was played on Halloween 1881, was the first time any of the elite Eastern teams had played a team from the West. In his history of college football, David M. Nelson cites Michigan's 1881 Eastern trip as the origin of intersectional football: "In 1881 football became an intersectional game with the University of Michigan invading the East to play Harvard, Princeton and Yale." Michigan played all three games in the East over a five-day period between October 31, 1881, and November 4, 1881. While Michigan lost all three games, the games were close, and the Michigan team earned the respect of the Eastern press.




	10/31/1881

	Michigan

	@

	Harvard (6-1-1)

	0

	1

	L




	11/2/1881

	Michigan

	@

	Yale (5-0-1)

	0

	2

	L




	11/4/1881

	Michigan

	@

	Princeton (7-0-2)

	0

	1

	L




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	0

	4

	0-3







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Harvard

Yesterday afternoon, in a drenching rain, for the first time an Eastern football eleven played with a Western eleven. The Western college boys have long wished for a chance to try their powers with Eastern opponents, and to affect this, the University of Michigan this fall sent on a representative eleven to play the largest of the Eastern colleges. Their first opponent was the Harvard team. They were beaten but with fair weather the result would have been very uncertain. As it was, Harvard won more by luck than by superiority in strength or skill, for apart from the first ten minutes they were forced to play a defensive game. ... At 3:15, during a drenching rain, the game began. Perhaps a hundred spectators had by this time gathered."

Harvard scored the only points of the game in the first half on a play that was disputed by Michigan's players. Individual players kept losing their temper, and much time was wasted in upclose quarreling over little questions of no account. If the Westerners hadn't talked so much, they might have won, or at least tied the game. ... During the second half hour the ball was near the Harvard line constantly. Once it came within three feet of the chalk, but the most desperate fighting on the Harvard forced it back foot by foot until the immediate danger was over. ... The Michigan team excelled in running, and their tackling was very fair. As to passing, they did very little. It was by all odds the best game seen in Boston this fall.

Yale

Michigan's worst defeat on the Eastern trip was an 11–0 defeat against Yale. The next day, the New Haven Evening Register carried the following account of the game: "The Yale football team easily defeated the players from the University of Michigan at Hamilton Park, yesterday afternoon, in the presence of 500 people. The Yales outplayed their opponents in every way and kept the ball near their goal during the greater part of the game. ... The score was: Yale, 2 goals, University of Michigan, no goals, Touchdowns for safety: Yale none, University of Michigan 8. Olcott and DePuy played a good game for the visitors."

Princeton

The final game of the trip was a 13–4 loss to Princeton. One New Jersey newspaper reported: "The Princeton College team were victorious Thursday in a football match with the team of the University of Michigan after an exciting struggle." New Jersey's Daily State Gazette wrote: "A finely contested game of football at the University grounds Friday, between Princeton and University of Michigan resulted in a victory for the home team, Princeton 1 goal, 2 touchdowns; University of Michigan 0."

Michigan did not field a team in 1882
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[image: 1883 Michigan Wolverines football team.jpg]1883 Michigan Wolverines
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The Wolverines played their only home game at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds.






	3/12/1883

	Michigan

	vs

	DETROIT AC 

	40

	5

	W




	11/19/1883

	Michigan

	@

	Wesleyan (3-5)

	6

	14

	L




	11/21/1883

	Michigan

	@

	Yale (9-0)

	0

	64

	L




	11/22/1883

	Michigan

	@

	Harvard (8-2)

	0

	3

	L




	11/27/1883

	Michigan

	@

	Stevens (6-4-1)

	1

	5

	L




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	47

	91

	1-4







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Stevens Institute

The result of this game is disputed. New York sources have this as 5-1 Stevens win. Michigan sources have this as 17-5 Michigan win. Bentley Historical Library site describes the dispute and includes four links, two describing Michigan version and two describing New York version.
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The team compiled a 2–0 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 36 to 10. The team captain was Horace Greely Prettyman. Prettyman played a record eight years on the Michigan Wolverines football team between 1882 and 1890. The team's manager and starting center was Henry Killilea. Killilea was one of the five men who founded baseball's American League as a major league in 1899. He also owned the Boston Red Sox from 1903 until 1904. Quarterback Thomas H. McNeil went on to become the 30th Grand Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias.




	11/15/1884

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	18

	0

	W




	11/22/1884

	Michigan

	vs

	U CLUB CHICAGO 

	18

	10

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	36

	10

	2-0







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

ALBION

The 1884 football team played its first game on November 15, 1884, against the team from Albion College. The game was the first meeting between the two programs. As Albion was the only other college in Michigan at that time with a football program, Michigan played Albion on a regular basis. The two programs played 16 games between 1884 and 1905, with Michigan winning 15 of those games. Michigan won the inaugural game by a score of 18–0 in a match that was limited to a single inning. Michigan's 18 points were scored on three goals.

U CLUB CHICAGO

On November 22, 1884, Michigan played its second and final game of the season, an 18–10 victory over a Chicago city team reportedly "composed of businessmen." The Chronicle reported that the Chicago city team was "made up almost wholly of Englishmen who learned to kick shins at the English public schools." The game began at 2:15 pm and was played before 200 spectators at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. In the first inning of play (the halves were referred to as "innings"), Goss scored a quick touchdown for Michigan, but Duffy missed the kick for goal. The game was played according to "American college rules" which put the Chicago team (nine of whom were Englishmen) at a disadvantage due its practice of playing under the English rugby rules. After Michigan's touchdown, the game was paused briefly to allow the Chicago team to receive instruction on the American rules. After the break, Chicago scored a touchdown and kicked the goal to take a 6–4 lead. Michigan kicked a field goal (six points) and scored another touchdown (four points) and led 14–6 at the end of the first inning. In the second inning, Chicago scored a quick touchdown to narrow Michigan's lead to 14–10. Michigan scored the final touchdown in the second inning but missed the kick for goal.
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The team compiled a 3–0 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 82 to 2. The team captain was Horace Greely Prettyman. The season began with a home and away series against a team from Windsor, Ontario, Canada. The first game was played in Windsor under Canadian rules (allowing 15 men on the field per side) and was the second and final football game played by a Michigan football team in a foreign country. The return game against Windsor was the first to be played on the University of Michigan campus, prior home games having been played at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. The team concluded the season with a 42–0 victory on Thanksgiving Day against the Peninsular Cricket Club team from Detroit.




	11/7/1885

	Michigan

	@

	Windsor Club

	10

	0

	W




	11/14/1885

	Michigan

	vs

	WINDSOR CLUB 

	30

	0

	W




	11/26/1885

	Michigan

	@

	Peninsula Club

	42

	0

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	82

	0

	3-0







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Windsor Club

On November 7, 1885, Michigan officially began its season with an 8–2 victory over the Windsor team from the Ontario Rugby Football Union (ORFU), a league that was instrumental in the development of Canadian football. (The Ottawa, Toronto and Hamilton teams in the Canadian Football League began as members of the ORFU.). The Windsor team had advanced to the second round of the ORFU playoffs in 1883. The game was played in Windsor, Ontario, under Canadian rules. The match was Michigan's second game played in Canada, the first having been a victory over the University of Toronto in 1880. The Canadian rules allowed each team to have 15 men on the field. In addition, the ball was not snapped back from the line but was instead “dribbled until it is out of the rush.” The Chronicle (a University of Michigan weekly newspaper) noted that the team played well despite being unacquainted with the Windsor rules. The Michigan Argonaut credited the victory to James E. Duffy: "The game was practically won by Duffy who in the middle of the first inning succeeded in kicking a goal from in field, thus scoring six points." The intermission was called at 4:30 p.m. with Michigan leading 8–0. After a 15 minute break, the game resumed at 4:45 p.m., and Windsor scored two points on "rouges," described in The Chronicle as follows: "Michigan made a rouge; one point for Windsor. . .. The ball went out of bounds and on being thrown in, a rouge was made by Michigan." The game was eventually stopped because of darkness.

WINDSOR CLUB

Michigan's second game of the 1885 season was a return game against Windsor on November 14, 1885. The game, originally set to be played at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds, was instead played on the campus. It was the first football game played on Michigan's campus, and The Michigan Argonaut applauded the Rugby Association's decision to move the game to the campus: “The distance to the [Fair grounds] has constantly been urged as an argument favoring such a change, to say nothing of the impossibility of playing an errorless game on such wretched turf. . .. A game on the campus has all the spirit of genuine college playing and it is to be hoped that the experiment undertaken by the present Association will have the hearty encouragement of all who enjoy a lively college game.” The game was played under American intercollegiate rules, putting the Canadians at a disadvantage. Michigan won the game, 32-0. The Windsor team had sent a telegram canceling the game, but Edward L. Dorn, the president of the Michigan Rugby Association, traveled to Windsor on the morning of the scheduled game, and "a team was picked up, somewhat inferior to the team which met our boys at Windsor last week." The game was played in two innings with the first inning beginning at 3:45 p.m. and ending at 4:20 p.m. Horace Prettyman scored a touchdown in the first inning. At the intermission between innings, Michigan led 8–0. The Wolverines added 24 points in the second inning, with James E. Duffy and Horace Prettyman serving as the principal ball carriers. Skinner and McNeil scored touchdowns for Michigan.

Peninsula Club

The Wolverines concluded their season with a Thanksgiving Day football game in Detroit. Michigan defeated the Peninsular Cricket Club team by a score of 42–0. The Peninsular Cricket Club began as a cricket club in 1858' but by 1885 it had evolved into the city's leading all-purpose athletic club, featuring baseball, tennis, and bicycling. In 1887, it would become part of the new Detroit Athletic Club. The 1885 football game was played at the Peninsular Cricket Grounds near Woodward Avenue and started at 3:15 p.m. Because of "bitter cold" weather, the game attracted only about 200 spectators. Michigan took a 16-0 lead in the first inning with four touchdowns, a field goal (kicked by J. E. Duffy), and two rouges. The Wolverines added 26 points in the second inning, including touchdowns by Prettyman and McNeil.
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The team played only two games, both against Albion College. Michigan won both games by a combined score of 74 to 0. Charles D. Wright, a senior from Minneapolis, Minnesota, scored six touchdowns in the first game. The manager and goalkeeper was John L. Duffy, a senior from Ann Arbor. The team's captain was Horace Greely Prettyman, from Bryan, Ohio. Prettyman played eight years for the Michigan football team and was captain of the Michigan team three straight years from 1884 to 1886. No other player in the history of Michigan football has been selected as captain three times. In Prettyman's three years as captain, Michigan never lost a game, winning seven games and outscoring opponents 192 to 10.

Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	10/16/1886

	Michigan

	@

	Albion  

	50

	0

	W




	10/30/1886

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	24

	0

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	74

	0

	2-0







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Albion

The first game was played on October 16, 1886, at Albion, with Michigan winning by a score of 50–0. The Michigan Argonaut described the game as "a walk-over for our team." The score was already 37 to 0 when time was called for the half, and the Argonaut singled out Wright, Prettyman and Frank Higgins for their fine play. The writer noted that the Albion team was "not in fine trim" and failed to get the ball near the Michigan goal.

ALBION

The second game was played at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds on October 30, 1886, as part of a "field day" that included various athletic events. Michigan won the football game against Albion 24 to 0. The Michigan Argonaut noted, "The most striking difference between the elevens was that of weight, U. of M. presenting a much heavier team. It was evident, however, that Albion had come to play ball, and what they lacked in avoirdupois was in great measure made up by neat and rapid playing." The teams agreed to play "two innings of thirty minutes each," and the "rugby game" started at 3:35 with referee George W. Whyte calling, "Play." Michigan lost the toss, and Jaycox kicked off for Michigan, sending the ball near Albion's goal line. Michigan scored its first touchdown seven minutes into the game to take the lead 6 to 0. Jaycox and Jim Duffy made several fine runs, and "Prettyman's play was characterized by his usual heavy rushing." Michigan scored a second touchdown "just before the inning was called," and led 12 to 0 at the intermission. The second inning began at 4:40 p.m., and the Argonaut reported that "Albion played a much better game in this inning that did Michigan, and several times it looked as though they would score." Jaycox and Jim Duffy made several bad fumbles in the second inning, and Morrow, "who had been serving in first-class style one-fourth back, made several poor throws to the half backs and lost ground for Michigan." Jim Duffy made two brilliant runs in the inning, and Jaycox ran for a touchdown shortly before the game ended. Albion objected that the field was "overrun with spectators," and claimed that Jaycox had run out of bounds on his touchdown run, but the claim was overruled.
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The team compiled a 5–0 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 102 to 10. The 1887 season capped three consecutive undefeated seasons in which Michigan won its games by a combined three-season total of 258 to 10. The captain of the 1887 team was John L. Duffy.

––––––––
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Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	11/12/1887

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	32

	0

	W




	11/23/1887

	Michigan

	@

	Notre Dame  

	8

	0

	W




	11/24/1887

	Michigan

	@

	Chicago Harvard Club

	26

	0

	W




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	66

	0

	3-0







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

ALBION

On November 12, 1887, the team opened its season against Albion College at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. The Chronicle of Ann Arbor reported: "The weather was fine, and the contest was witnessed by a fair crowd of spectators, but one that might have been larger." The game was preceded by the continuation of a wrestling match between two heavyweights named Malley and Jackson. Three hundred spectators watched the wrestling match, which lasted for between 30 and 45 minutes. The football game began between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Albion kicked off to start the game and Duffy immediately kicked the ball back to the middle of the field. In a scrimmage that followed, John Duffy "slipped through", scored Michigan's first touchdown, and kicked the goal from touchdown to give Michigan a 6–0 lead. Michigan scored two additional touchdowns and a safety in the first half (or "inning"), with the scores being made by Jim Duffy, Royal Farrand, and Ernest Sprague. After a ten-minute break between halves, neither team scored in the first 18 minutes of the second half. John Duffy scored Michigan's fourth touchdown, and the kick for goal was successful. James Duffy scored Michigan's fifth touchdown,

Notre Dame

On November 22, 1887, the Michigan football team departed from the Michigan Central Railroad Depot in Ann Arbor on a late train. After breakfast in Niles, Michigan, the team changed trains and arrived in South Bend between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. The team was greeted by Father Superior Walsh and spent two hours touring the university buildings and departments of Notre Dame. The game was the first played by Notre Dame, and the Michigan team was credited with teaching the Notre Dame team the game before play began. The Notre Dame student newspaper, Scholastic, reported:

	"It was not considered a match contest, as the home team had been organized only a few weeks, and the Michigan boys, the champions of the West, came more to instruct them in the points of the Rugby game than to win fresh laurels." 


Newspaper accounts differ as to whether the football game started at 10:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. The proceedings began with a tutorial session in which players from both teams were divided irrespective of college. For the first 30 minutes, the teams scrimmaged in a practice game with Michigan "exchanging six men for the same number from Notre Dame."  After the practice session, the Michigan and Notre Dame teams played a game that lasted only half an hour which was described by The Chronicle as follows:

	"The grounds were in very poor condition for playing, being covered with snow in a melting condition, and the players could scarcely keep their feet. Sometime had been spent in preliminary practice; the game began and after rolling and tumbling in the mud for half an hour time was finally called, the score standing 8 to 0 in favor of U. of M."


Page | 

Chicago Harvard Club

The team had planned on a Thanksgiving Day game against Northwestern, but the game could not be arranged. Instead, a match against the Harvard school team was played. The Chronicle noted that the team from the Harvard school was superior to Northwestern, "having defeated Northwestern 28 to 4 and having never before been beaten." The Michigan team lounged around the hotel before departing for the game, which was played on a wet and muddy field at the grounds of the Wanderer Cricket Club (referred to in some reports as Wanderers' park) at 37th Street and Indiana Avenue. The game had been scheduled to begin at 3:00 p.m. but was delayed until 4:00 p.m. John Duffy scored the first touchdown, and the goal was made for a 6–0 lead. Jim Duffy scored the second touchdown on a play described as follows: "Farrand sends it accurately back to Jim Duffy who makes the circle of the field, passing all opponents and secures the second touchdown." Harvard was held for a safety to make the score 14–0. The remainder of the game was played in darkness. William Harless scored Michigan's third touchdown "by good rushing" and breaking through all opponents. Jim Duffy scored Michigan's fourth touchdown. After five more minutes, the game was called with Michigan leading 26 to 0. The Michigan Argonaut wrote that Michigan's score "would have easily been doubled" were it not for the "treacherous nature of the field" and a ball so slippery that "it was almost impossible to hold."
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The team compiled a 4–1 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 94 to 36. The team scored 76 points against Albion College; a single game Michigan record that stood until Fielding H. Yost's 1901 "Point-a-Minute" team scored 128 points against Buffalo. The team closed its season with a Thanksgiving Day game against a "picked team" from the Chicago University Club that The New York Times called "undoubtedly the greatest football event that ever took place in the West." The captain of the 1888 team was halfback James E. Duffy who had set the world's record for dropkick distance in 1886.

Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	4/20/1888

	Michigan

	@

	Notre Dame  

	26

	6

	W




	4/21/1888

	Michigan

	@

	Notre Dame  

	10

	4

	W




	11/17/1888

	Michigan

	@

	Detroit AC  

	14

	6

	W




	11/24/1888

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	76

	4

	W




	11/29/1888

	Michigan

	@

	U Club Chicago

	4

	26

	L




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	130

	56

	4-1







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Notre Dame

Michigan won the first game on April 21 by a score of 26 to 6. The game was played at Green Stocking Ball Park before a crowd stated to be as low as 300 and as high as 800 spectators. Before the game was played, a 100 yard dash was run with players from both teams participating. Michigan's James E. Duffy defeated Harry Jewett, the American sprint champion, in the race. The game began at 3:20 p.m., and James Duffy scored the first touchdown after three and a-half minutes of play. The Chronicle summarized the game as follows: "The feature of the game on our side was the tackling of Duffy, Harless, Babcock and Briggs, long runs and good passes by Rhodes, DeHaven, Wood, Ball and Button. As usual J. L. Duffy got in some good kicks."

Notre Dame

The game began at about 2:00 p.m. Michigan won by a closer-than-expected score of 10 to 4. The spring games were a disappointment in that the Michigan football team had not allowed its opponents to score a single point since November 1883—a span of more than four years. The Notre Dame team scored 10 points in two games. DeHaven recalled that, when the Michigan players returned to Ann Arbor, they were booed on their arrival: "It was a badly battered team that landed in the crowded Ann Arbor depot, and we received a proper razzing for breaking a four-year record." No Michigan football team returned to play at Notre Dame until 1942.

Detroit AC

The teams took to the field at 3 p.m., and the game began at 3:30 p.m. The Free Press described the athletic grounds as "a gay scene" with young men "scampering over the field" in picturesque suits consisting of "close-fitting knitted caps of gay colors, canvas jackets and knickerbockers, stockings of various colors and shoes of all kinds." On the opening play of the game, Michigan's team captain James E. Duffy (who had set the world's record for dropkick distance in 1886) lined up for the kickoff, but Michigan halfback Edgar McPherran grabbed the ball on a pre-arranged trick play and ran downfield. Duffy followed with a long run from scrimmage. Michigan scored eight points in the first half of 45 minutes. The points came on a touchdown and goal after touchdown (both scored by Duffy) and a safety. In the second half, Michigan end James Van Inwagen added a touchdown for Michigan. The game ended early due to darkness. Although Michigan records reflect the final score as a 14–6 victory, the account of the game in the Detroit Free Press indicated that the score was 14–0 when the game was "postponed" due to darkness. 

ALBION

Michigan played its only home game against Albion College at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds on November 24, 1888. Michigan won by a score of 76–4. Michigan's 76 points established a Wolverines' single game scoring record that was not exceeded until Fielding H. Yost's 1901 "Point-a-Minute" team scored 128 points against Buffalo. Albion's four points were awarded after the visitors disputed a call made by the officials and threatened to leave the grounds. The Albion players were persuaded to continue with the game "upon a concession of four points by the home team."

U Club Chicago

Michigan concluded its season with a Thanksgiving Day game against the Chicago University club. The game was played at the Chicago Baseball Park. Early in the contest, Michigan's starting center Horace Greely Prettyman was ejected for "slugging" Chicago's center, Peters. The New York Times wrote: "Prettyman lost his temper and struck Peters in the mouth twice with his fist." The Chronicle offered a defense of Prettyman: "The facts in the case are that Prettyman knocked loose the hands of Peters when Peters had grabbed him by the jacket. Peters declared that Prettyman had not hit him on the jaw, but the umpire, a Yale man, knew more than the man who was struck!" 

The New York Times called Prettyman "the backbone of the Michigan rush line" and noted that the team was disheartened after his ejection. Peters, the player who Prettyman hit, was described as "the giant of the Chicago men." The Detroit Free Press described the difficulties that the Michigan team had in handling Peters after Prettyman was ejected: "Two or three men went for him and were hurled from his shoulders like boys tossed by a long-horned Texas steer and clearing the mob he knocked down the last remaining opponent and scored a touch-down." The Chicago team took an 18-0 lead at halftime. According to the Chicago Daily Tribune, the halftime intermission allowed the players to "count bruises." The Tribune emphasized the physical nature of the battle: "Not a man on either team had escaped blood. Noses were bleeding profusely, every man's lips were cut, and swollen faces were plastered with mud, and lame joints and twitching backs were many." 

In the second half, Michigan halfback and Captain James E. Duffy scored Michigan's only touchdown "by good running and dodging." Duffy was singled out for praise. The New York Times wrote that Duffy played with "wonderful skill" and noted that many observers thought that Duffy's play was "the chief feature of the game." Duffy scored a second touchdown on a long run, but the umpire, Samuel Davis Capen, ruled that Duffy had been offside and disallowed the touchdown. The ruling was disputed, and even the Chicago Daily Tribune wrote that the score should have been allowed. After the game, one Michigan player complained about the officiating: "Those Yale men [Capen was a Yale graduate] are always ferocious, but we don't object to rough treatment. What we didn't like was that our men were ruled off for slugging, while they could slug as much as they pleased." Michigan's captain, Duffy, added: "The only thing that I regret is that we feel that the umpire was unfair. Disqualifying Prettyman disheartened us. He was our mainstay. We have learned that football consists of much more of little tricks incessantly played than in plain, fair play." The Chronicle emphasized that the Chicago team treated the Michigan team "most royally and acted as perfect gentlemen," but complained, "'Tis lamentable that as much cannot be said of the fairness of the umpire." The Chronicle also opined that, despite the loss, the Michigan team "was well trained, and probably as thoroughly disciplined as any the University has had for some years."
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The Wolverines played their home games at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds.

Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	11/9/1889

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	33

	4

	W




	11/23/1889

	Michigan

	@

	Cornell

	0

	66

	L




	11/28/1889

	Michigan

	vs

	CHICAGO AA

	0

	20

	L




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	33

	80

	1-2







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Cornell

Michigan met Cornell at the Olympic Club in Buffalo, NY. The Big Red had their way with the Wolverines as they romped to a 66-0 victory. The Michigan squad seemed to be out of shape as they had not had much time to practice. The Cornell squad was a much more seasoned team as it showed throughout the game. Cornell never let Michigan inside their 25 yard line.

Page | 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]



[image: 1890 Michigan Wolverines football team.jpg]1890 Michigan Wolverines 

[image: ]




The team compiled a 4–1 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 129 to 36. The team's sole loss was to Cornell in the final game of the season. The team had no coach, and its captain was William C. Malley. George P. Codd, who later served as the Mayor of Detroit and in the United States Congress, was the team's manager. George Jewett, who played at the fullback and halfback positions, was the team's leading scorer with 50 points on 11 touchdowns (four points each) and three kicks for goal from touchdown (two points each). 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8a/George_Jewett_%281890%29.jpg/210px-George_Jewett_%281890%29.jpg]George Jewett was also the first African American to play football at Michigan, and in the Big Ten Conference. He played for the Michigan Wolverines as a fullback, halfback, and field goal kicker in 1890 and 1892 and was considered one of Michigan's greatest players in the pre-Fielding H. Yost era. Jewett grew up in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the son of a successful blacksmith. Jewett attended Ann Arbor High School where he was the class valedictorian in 1889. In high school, he was the captain of the debate, football, and baseball teams. He was also the fastest sprinter in the Midwest, having won the Amateur Athletic Union 100-yard dash competition, and was fluent in German, Italian and French.

Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	10/11/1890

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	56

	10

	W




	10/18/1890

	Michigan

	@

	Detroit AC  

	18

	0

	W




	10/25/1890

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	16

	0

	W




	11/1/1890

	Michigan

	vs

	PURDUE

	34

	6

	W




	11/15/1890

	Michigan

	vs

	CORNELL

	5

	20

	L




	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	129

	36

	4-1







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

ALBION

Michigan opened its season on October 11, 1890, with a 56–10 victory over the team from Albion College. The game began at 3:00 p.m. before a crowd of approximately 350 people at the Fair Grounds in Ann Arbor. The game marked the first appearance of an African American, George Jewett, for a Michigan football team. In his debut, Jewett scored four touchdowns and kicked two goals for touchdown to account for 20 of Michigan's points. According to the U. of M. Daily, "Jewett's running was the feature of the game." James Van Inwagen also scored three touchdowns, and Horace Greely Prettyman, Lawrence Grosh, and Sutherland each scored one.

Detroit AC

On October 18, 1890, Michigan defeated the Detroit Athletic Club (D.A.C.) Triangles, 38–0, before a crowd of approximately 250 people in Detroit. A steady rain began to fall at 2:00 in the afternoon and continued intermittently throughout the game, which started at 3:50 p.m. The first half was 45 minutes. Michigan used a wedge or "V" formation with center Thomas L. Chadbourne as the fulcrum; the Detroit Free Press described Chadbourne as a huge man who shook off D.A.C. players "as he would drops of water." In the first half, William C. Malley, and George Jewett each scored two touchdowns, Jewett converted on one of four kicks for goals, and Michigan led, 18–0, at halftime. In the second half, darkness and steady rain made it difficult to see the game from the stands. Michigan scored four more touchdowns (three by Jewett and one by Chadbourne) and kicked two goals from touchdown. David Trainer of Michigan was kicked out of the game for "shin kicking." One published account of the game noted: "Jewett's play was a revelation to the Detroiters and his work was fully up to standard. . .. A detailed account of the game is unnecessary since it was simply a series of rushes, touchdowns and trials at goals by the U. of M., the latter generally unsuccessful by reason of the rain, which prevented any brilliant playing."

ALBION

On October 25, 1890, Michigan defeated Albion, 16–0, at Albion, Michigan. On Michigan's opening possess, George Jewett led a drive with gains of 10, 5, and 20 yards. Lawrence Grosh carried the ball for a touchdown, and Michigan led, 4–0. A short time later, Grosh scored again with Michigan playing in a "V" formation. Jewett kicked a goal, and Michigan led, 10–0 at halftime. Shortly before the end of the first half, Albion scored on a long touchdown run by its halfback Anderson, but the referee ruled that the ball was not properly passed in. In the second half, Jewett scored a touchdown on the longest run of the game and kicked the goal to extend the lead to 16–0. After Jewett's long touchdown run, Albion had the ball. At the end of a scrimmage, the umpire (Albion's manager) blew his whistle to disqualify Michigan's center Thomas L. Chadbourne for slugging. At that time, Albion's quarterback Burnham emerged from the crowd and ran the distance of the field with the ball. The referee (Van Nortwick, '93, of Michigan) ruled that time had been called before Burnham's run and ordered the ball brought back. Albion refused and claimed that Burnham had scored a touchdown. Having had two touchdowns disallowed, Albion refused to play further, though 25 minutes remained in the game. The game was then declared a forfeit with the score 16–0 in Michigan's favor.

PURDUE

On November 1, 1890, Michigan defeated Purdue by a 34–6 score at the Fair Grounds in Ann Arbor. The game began at 3:10 p.m. Lawrence Grosh scored Michigan's first two touchdowns, but the kicks for goal from touchdown were unsuccessful. Michigan led, 8–0. George Jewett scored Michigan's third touchdown, and the goal was kicked to extend the lead to 14–0. Near the end of the half, Purdue scored a touchdown and kicked goal to narrow Michigan's halftime lead to 14–6. In the second half, Grosh scored two touchdowns, and James E. Duffy and William C. Malley each scored one. Duffy also kicked a goal. The game was the first between two football programs that would later become members of the Big Ten Conference. 

CORNELL

On November 15, 1890, Michigan lost to Cornell by a 20–5 score before a crowd of at least 2,000 persons at Recreation Park in Detroit. A special train carried 850 Michigan students, including 50 co-eds, from Ann Arbor to Detroit. The U. of M. Daily called it the largest delegation ever to travel from Ann Arbor in support of a Michigan sporting team. The game began at approximately 3:00 p.m. Early in the game, George Jewett returned a punt through the whole Cornell team for a touchdown, but the touchdown was disallowed on the ground that a Michigan player (William C. Malley) was offside when the ball was snapped. Halfback Ray of Cornell then scored a touchdown, but Cornell missed the kick for goal and took a 4–0 lead. Osgood, another Cornell halfback, scored a second touchdown, fullback Bacon kicked goal, and Cornell led, 10–0, at halftime. In the second half, Cornell scored two more touchdowns, including one score on a blocked Michigan punt. 

Late in the game, Michigan scored five points on a drop-kicked field goal by James E. Duffy "from the sixty yard mark." The Cornell Sun expressed amazement at Duffy's kick: "Osgood and Bacon exchange kicks with Duffy, who makes a fair catch at the 50 yard line. From this catch Duffy made the most brilliant play of the afternoon and probably the most difficult of its kind ever made on a football field. Cornell did not expect a drop-kick for goal, and everybody was surprised to see the attempt and more surprised at its result." Cornell was aware of Michigan's strategy of focusing its attack through the center, Thomas L. Chadbourne, and stopped Michigan's attack by massing its players at the center. The U. of M. Daily was critical of Michigan for not varying the attack with end runs and quick punts. The Daily also accused the umpire of prejudice against Michigan for (i) fabricating an off-side penalty to disallow Jewett's long run for touchdown, and (ii) then unfairly disqualifying Jewett, the one Michigan player who was having success in breaking through Cornell's line, even though Jewett was "the very last man on the team to be suspected of intentional rough play."
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The team compiled a 4–5 record and outscored opponents by a total of 168 to 124. James Van Inwagen was the team captain. Frank Crawford was the team's coach, assisted by Mike Murphy.

Home games were played at Ann Arbor Fairgrounds




	10/17/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	ANN ARBOR HS

	62

	0

	W




	10/19/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	4

	10

	L




	10/19/1891

	Michigan

	@

	Olivet  

	18

	6

	W




	10/24/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	OBERLIN 

	26

	6

	W




	10/31/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	BUTLER

	42

	6

	W




	11/14/1891

	Michigan

	@

	Chicago AC

	0

	10

	L




	11/21/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	CORNELL

	12

	58

	L




	11/26/1891

	Michigan

	@

	Cleveland AA

	4

	8

	L




	11/28/1891

	Michigan

	vs

	CORNELL

	0

	10

	L




	Coach: M. Murphy

	
	
	Season Record >>

	168

	114

	4-5







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

ANN ARBOR HS

Michigan opened its season with a 62–0 victory over Ann Arbor High School at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. Michigan scored 12 touchdowns: six by Edward De Pont, four by James Van Inwagen, and one each by William Pearson and Roger Sherman. Van Inwagen kicked seven goals from touchdown.

ALBION

Michigan lost for the first time to Albion by a 10–4 score. The game was played at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds in 30-minute halves. Michigan had played Albion seven times from 1886 to 1890 and had won all seven of the previous matches by a combined score of 287-22. Albion scored first, using a formation that Michigan argued was illegal. The Albion linemen, excepting the ends, locked arms and formed a wedge of protection for the quarterback who ran behind the wedge. The ends, halfbacks, and fullback locked in behind the quarterback, protecting the ball carrier from all sides. Because Albion's line was heavier, Michigan's line had difficulty in stopping Albion's advance. Michigan argued that the use of interlocking of arms violated new rules prohibiting the use of arms to interfere with or obstruct an opponent who was not carrying the ball. Michigan also argued that the quarterback run was illegal as a violation of a rule prohibiting the first man to receive the ball when snapped from advancing the ball. Burnham (quarterback and captain) and Anderson (left halfback) scored touchdowns for Albion in the first half, and Burnham kicked a goal from touchdown. Hayes scored a touchdown for Michigan in the second half.

Olivet

Michigan defeated Olivet by an 18–6 score at Olivet, Michigan. The train carrying the Michigan team left Ann Arbor at 7:40 a.m. and arrived in Olivet at 1:00 p.m. The game began at 2:30 p.m. and was played in 30-minute halves. In the first half, Olivet scored a touchdown, but Powers blocked the kick for goal. Olivet also scored on a safety that resulted from a blocked punt after which the punter, James Duffy, fell on the ball. The score was tied at 6-6 at halftime. Michigan scored three touchdowns against Olivet, two by Lawrence Grosh and one by James Van Inwagen. Duffy kicked all three goals from touchdown. The U. of M. Daily complained that Olivet played "a very unprofessional game" with "considerable slugging" and "dirty work" by Gilbert who was finally disqualified from the game.

OBERLIN

Michigan defeated Oberlin, 26–6, at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. The game began at 3:32 p.m. and was played in 30-minute halves. Oberlin scored first and kicked goal for a 6-0 lead. James Van Inwagen scored around end, but the goal was missed, and Michigan trailed, 6-4. Michigan's second touchdown was scored by quarterback Roger Sherman. After another Michigan back fumbled, an Oberlin player "stopped to pick it up, when Sherman darted beneath him, secured the ball and pushed it over the line." Michigan again missed the kick for goal but took an 8-6 lead into halftime. In the second half, Michigan scored 18 points on three touchdowns by left tackle William Pearson and three kicks for goal by George Dygert. The U. of M. Daily praised Oberlin for a clean and gentlemanly game but criticized two Michigan players (Hiram Powers and Ralph Hayes) for "unnecessary talking in the rush line," opining that such "incessant 'jawing'" was a fault that lessened their effectiveness as players.

BUTLER

Michigan defeated Butler, 42–6, at the Ann Arbor Fairgrounds. The game began at 3:22 p.m. and was played in 45 minute halves. Michigan's head coach and left halfback Frank Crawford scored the first touchdown on a 25 yard run around the right end, dodging several Butler players. George Dygert kicked the goal, and Michigan led, 6-0. Left tackle William Pearson scored Michigan's second touchdown, carrying "several Butler men over the line on his shoulders." Dygert missed the goal, and Michigan led, 10-0. Pearson scored the third touchdown, and Dygert again missed the goal. James Van Inwagen scored the fourth touchdown on a left end run with blocking from Crawford. Dygert kicked the goal, and Michigan led, 20-0, at halftime. In the second half, Pearson, and Van Inwagen each scored two more touchdowns. Dygert kicked three goals. One of Butler's players was disqualified for slugging Michigan's quarterback, Roger Sherman. The disqualified player later came onto the field and interfered with Van Inwagen and refused to leave when directed to step back by one of the officials.

Chicago AC

Michigan lost to the Chicago University Club. Although University of Michigan records reflect the score as 10-0, contemporaneous press accounts report the score as 20-0 with the Chicago club scoring four touchdowns and kicking two goals from touchdown. The Detroit Free Press reported: "After a hard fight, during which neither side scored until the second innings, the Chicago University team won the great football match against the University of Michigan by 20 points to nothing. It was a gallant battle, the Michigan men contesting every inch gained by their opponents."

CORNELL

The 1891 season included two games against Cornell, played in Detroit on November 21, 1891, and in Chicago on November 28, 1891. In the first game, played at D.A.C. Park, Cornell won by a lopsided score of 58-12. The Detroit Free Press reported that the game was played in the rain and, while the crowd of 2,300 persons was "made up of the best class of people including many ladies, the rain doubtless kept fully as many away who would have been on hand but for the thought that the game would be played in the mist and mud." Michigan's scoring came on touchdowns by Van Inwagen and Rittinger, and two successful goal kicks by Dygert.

Cleveland AA

Michigan lost a mid-week road game against the Cleveland Athletic Club. The game was played at the Cleveland Athletic Club grounds in Cleveland. The Michigan team arrived in Cleveland at 8:30 a.m., and the game was played at 11:00 a.m. in front of a crowd estimated at 3,000 people. The game was played on a slippery field described by the Detroit Free Press as follows: "A part of the field was covered by turf, but the greater part had been recently broken and rolled and was in miserable condition. Besides, there was about an inch or two of soft mud on top of frozen ground, making it very slippery." Cleveland took an 8-0 lead before Michigan's fullback, George Dygert, broke through for a touchdown in the second half. Cleveland won by a final score of 8-4. The Detroit Free Press attributed the loss to a strategic mistake by Michigan's captain: "A fatal mistake was made when Capt. Van Inwagen consented to play thirty minute halves, instead of forty-five, for the Cleveland team was 'beefy' and did not have good wind. One of the Buckeye players was stretched out on the ground nearly half of the time, merely to give his men time to recover their wind."

CORNELL

The final game was played on November 28, 1891, at the South Side Baseball Grounds in Chicago, with Cornell winning 10-0. The New York Times called it "one of the prettiest foot-ball games ever played in the West" and described the wintry conditions of the game: "The field was covered with a six-inch blanket of snow, the air was icy, and frosted feet and hands were among the thousands of spectators ... Three minutes after the game began the ball was covered with ice, but the dazzling white ground soon began to look as though a herd of elephants had been tramping on it."
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In its first season under head coach Frank Barbour, the team compiled a 7–5 record and outscored its opponents by a combined score of 298 to 170. With 298 points scored, the team held the record for the most points scored in a single season by a Michigan football team until 1901. The 1892 season was Michigan's first in the newly formed Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the Northwest consisting of the Universities of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, and Northwestern University. The season also included: (i) a road trip through four states in which the team played five games in 15 days; (ii) Michigan's inaugural matches against Wisconsin, Minnesota, Northwestern, and Amos Alonzo Stagg's Chicago Maroons; and (iii) a controversial game with John Heisman's Oberlin team which both teams claim to have won. Fullback George Dygert was the team captain and started all 12 games for Michigan. Right halfback George Jewett led the team on offense and was described by Coach Barbour as the best halfback he had ever seen. In 1890, Jewett became the first African American to play football at Michigan; after 1892, it was 40 years before another African American played football for the team.

Home games were played at Washtenaw County Fairgrounds




	10/8/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	MICHIGAN AC 

	74

	0

	W




	10/12/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	MICHIGAN AC 

	68

	0

	W




	10/15/1892

	Michigan

	@

	Wisconsin (4-3)

	10

	6

	W




	10/17/1892

	Michigan

	@

	Minnesota (5-0)

	6

	14

	L




	10/22/1892

	Michigan

	@

	DePauw 

	18

	0

	W




	10/24/1892

	Michigan

	@

	Purdue (8-0)

	0

	24

	L




	10/29/1892

	Michigan

	@

	Northwestern (6-4-2)

	8

	10

	L




	11/5/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	ALBION 

	60

	8

	W




	11/8/1892

	Michigan

	@

	Cornell (10-1)

	0

	44

	L




	11/12/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	CHICAGO (8-4-1)

	18

	10

	W




	11/19/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	OBERLIN 

	26

	24

	W




	11/22/1892

	Michigan

	vs

	CORNELL (10-1)

	10

	30

	L




	Coach: Frank Barbour

	
	
	Season Record >>

	298

	170

	7-5







Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

MICHIGAN AC

Michigan opened its season with a 74–0 victory over the Michigan Athletic Association team from Detroit. The game was played in 25 minute halves at Regents Field in Ann Arbor. George Jewett, credited with playing his "usual brilliant running game," scored Michigan's first touchdown and kicked the goal. Michigan's second touchdown was scored by George Dygert with Jewett kicking the goal. On Michigan's next possession, Jewett ran 75 yards for a touchdown and kicked goal. Later in the first half, Jewett returned a kick for another touchdown and again kicked goal. Michigan led, 30–0, at halftime. In the second half, Michigan scored 44 points. Jewett scored four more touchdowns and kicked four more goals. While contemporary accounts do not record who scored each touchdown and goal, the account in The U. of M. Daily attributes at least 44 points to Jewett on seven touchdowns (four points each) and eight kicks for goal (two points each).

MICHIGAN AC

Michigan traveled to Detroit for a Wednesday night game against the Michigan Athletic Association. Michigan won the rematch, 68–0. Michigan scored seven touchdowns (four points each) and five goals (two points each) in the first half to take a 38–0 lead. The Wolverines added to their lead with five touchdowns, four goals, and a safety in the second half. The Detroit Free Press wrote afterward that the Michigan team "seems pretty well equipped this year" and added: "From the looks of some of them in the dressing room they have been tackling locomotives and other tough obstacles around the college town, but, like the veterans in the army, they only seem to relish it all the more when once bruised and broken up."

Wisconsin

From October 15 to 29, 1892, Michigan conducted a five-game, 15-day road trip through Wisconsin, Minnesota, Indiana, and Illinois. The trip began on October 15 with the inaugural meeting between the Wolverines and the Wisconsin Badgers. The Wolverines won the game by a score of 10–6 before a crowd of 800 spectators at Randall Field in Madison, Wisconsin. The receipts from the game totaled approximately $300. Michigan ran in a "V" formation in the game. According to the account published in the Chicago Tribune, George Jewett accounted for all 10 of Michigan's points with a long touchdown run and a kick for goal in the first half and a second touchdown in the second half. Wisconsin scored on a touchdown by left tackle Freeman with fullback Sumner kicking the goal. The game account published in the Wisconsin State Journal repeatedly referred to Jewett as "the negro". The newspaper described the crowd's reaction to a tackle of Jewett: "Diving in between two of the Michigan men, he grasped the negro by the legs and brought him down. The crowd went wild, and even several of the oldest and most staid professors were seen to cheer and wave their hats." In its account of the game, the Detroit Free Press credited Jewett with "some brilliant runs."
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