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2 of Cups

Alice stepped into the tarot reading room to see Madeline reading some cards. She looked up and blinked. She gestured to the special deck on the shelf. Alice walked over to the shelf, spread the cards out and drew one. She looked at it.

Madeline sighed and cleaned up the cards on the table. She looked at her niece. “Well, is it a good card?”

Alice shrugged and turned towards her aunt. “I don’t know.” She showed the 2 of Cups card to her aunt.

Madeline nodded. “I see. Well, it doesn’t always mean romance per se.”

Alice smiled. “I’ll keep that in mind as I study.” She turned and left the room to go to her room.

Madeline smiled knowing the card would be a good one to represent both Alice and Eliot as partners. The older elf’s smile widened knowing they would be excellent work partners. She knew they were more than friends and taking their time getting to know each other. She didn’t mind that part of their relationship. It was healthy and made Madeline happy knowing they wouldn’t be alone once she had crossed over.

She stood up and walked into the greenhouse to find Eliot tending to the plants and taking more notes. She quietly approached him without a word.

Without looking up, he said, “Hi, Madeline.”

She stopped. “Hi, Eliot. I see you knew I was coming even though I was quiet.”

He looked up and smiled at her. “I could feel your energy coming near me.”

“Of course you did.” She paused. “Alice received the 2 of Cups card today.”

“Oh?” His smiled became bigger. “What are you thinking about?”

She smiled. “Alice seemed a little upset by the card, so I told her it doesn’t always mean romance.”

He looked down at the plants and back at her. “Oh, so the romance thing is still a bit of a problem for her.”

Madeline nodded.

“Okay, thanks for the warning.”

“Oh, I hope you understand that I don’t have a problem with you and my niece being partners for your work. I think it’s a great idea. You two do work well together.”

“I’m glad you approve. She does know how I feel about her.”

“Does she know how she feels about you?”

“Perhaps, but I’m in no rush. If she needs time, she can have it.”

She nodded. “Good. I’m glad you have your head screwed on straight.” She paused to study his face. “Personally, I think she feels the same about you, but isn’t ready to admit it yet.”

“That’s fine. I like being friends with her. The romance can wait until she’s ready.”

“I’m glad I don’t have to worry about you. I think it does you good to be in love with my niece. It gives your life what it was missing. Your studies have gotten better as a result.”

He bowed. “I’m glad you think so highly of me. Is there anything I can do for you?”

She gasped. “Me? I don’t need anything. Just look after Alice when I can’t.”

“Okay, consider it done.”

Alice was studying the card and looking between the same card in the three different decks. She sighed. She knew Madeline was right that the card didn’t always mean a romantic partner. It could also be a work partner or friend.
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