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Ali Noel Vyain


Justice

In the tarot reading room, Alice spread the cards of the special deck on the shelf. She drew one and straightened the deck. She turned and left the room. She walked upstairs and into her room before Madeline led a client into the same room.

Alice could hear the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse as she sat down at her desk. She set the Justice card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She laid each card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took her notes without a care in the world.

She soon lost track of time knowing her roommates would do their share of the work for the family business. Eventually, she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down and stood up. She left her room to walk down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited until her aunt was ready for her.

The music stopped and Eliot came into the kitchen. He set the table and waited. While he waited, he slipped his arms around Alice’s waist. They held onto each other as Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house.

Madeline said, “Your happiness is contagious.” She didn’t turn to look at them. She just kept cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Justice.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is balance, a fair solution, a psyche in perspective, logic in life and deeds, impartiality, good advice, firmness of character, justice, union, law, marriage, contract, deserved punishment, art, couple, cause and effect, win-win solutions, or even the truth comes out.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is unfairness, falseness of character, prejudice, intolerance or abuse.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice slipped out of Eliot’s arms to get drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “I wonder what the card will be tomorrow. Judgement perhaps?”

Alice and Madeline laughed. The cats ran into the kitchen and ran right back out. The elves laughed. They ate in silence after that. Madeline finished and left the kitchen to deal with tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Then they went to the greenhouse to take care of orders that were displayed clearly on the big screen. He turned on music and set up the boxes with labels. He packed his part of the orders and made notes of which plants they would need for their back stock. She crafted her toiletry items.

Clients came and went. Still the young elves completed orders—big and small. Soon they were working on the back stock. When they were done, they cleaned the greenhouse. Klio and Klia talked with the neighborhood cats.
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