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            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      “Omigod, stop driving so fast,” I whine to my friend, Kaci, as she pushes her foot on the pedal. “I’m going to spill my drink!”

      Kaci thinks she’s in the fast and the furious whenever we’re on the highway. I understand that it’s okay to drive a little over the speed limit here. But why risk our safety just to get somewhere like ten minutes earlier? 

      

      “No one told you to bring a full mug of hot coffee with you when I picked you up,” Kaci rolls her eyes. “You shouldn’t be drinking caffeine. You’ve been too on edge enough as it is.”

      “Shut up. Caffeine is a wonder drug!” I cross my arms. “And, I can’t afford to replace this outfit, so please don’t cause me to ruin it with your insane driving!” 

      “God, that’s so freaking sad,” my friend shakes her head. “Change of subject, how did your Bumble date go?” 

      “Ew, don’t ask that. It’ll make me throw up on myself, and that would definitely mess up my clothes,” I lean back and grimace. 

      “You’ve been going on bad dates for a while,” Kaci says. “But, I think this is the first one that’s made you want to vomit. I was hoping things would get better for you by now.”

      “Kaci, he would not freaking stop asking me if something was wrong,” I complain. “I told him everything was fine. But, he just kept asking and asking and asking.”

      “Oh God, I hate that,” Kaci sighs. 

      “Right?” I respond. “And then as we were walking back to his car, he, like, saw a rat or something and got really scared. I think he might have even cried. I’m not sure since I couldn’t look him in the eye after that.”

      

      Kaci covers her mouth to stop from laughing at me. Her whole face starts to pink as she tries to contain herself. 

      

      “Omigod, you don’t think I’m a bitch. Do you?” I ask, worried. “I couldn’t even kiss him at the end of the night, even though he was really, really hot up until that point.”My friend starts giggling so hard that she temporarily loses focus on the road. 

      Kaci and I are both sophomores in college. We connected from the first moment we met. However, I feel like she’s starting to look at me as if I’m some pathetic loser who can’t attract quality men. 

      Most of our school thinks badly of me because they all live in affluent areas of the city, and I’m from way out in the countryside. I’ve been sort of counting on my friendship with Kaci to carry me over the next four years. 

      Speaking of living in the city, I freaking hate it here! I don’t even know why I care about fitting in. The nonstop construction, the screeching sirens, and honking car horns. I’m leaving back home just as soon as college is over. 

      

      “What am I going to do with you?” Kaci drops her pretty head back against the rest. 

      “You don’t want to hang out with me anymore?” I ask, even though I’m too freaked out to know the answer. “I’m not who you thought I was when⁠—?”

      “Oh God, shut up!” She smiles. “I love you, Heather. We’ve only known each other a couple of months, but I already feel like we’re sisters.”

      “Thanks,” I smile cheerfully. “I do too.” 

      “It just hurts me to see you so unhappy,” Kaci explains. “What do you need in order to feel better?”
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