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Introduction to Luke 24
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The twenty-fourth chapter of the Gospel of Luke stands as the glorious climax of the third Gospel, transitioning from the dark shadows of the crucifixion to the radiant light of the resurrection. This chapter serves as a theological bridge, connecting the physical ministry of Jesus on earth with His continued presence through the Holy Spirit and the coming mission of the church. Luke, writing with a physician's eye for detail and a historian’s commitment to accuracy, records the empirical evidence of the empty tomb and the subsequent appearances of Christ to His followers. The narrative begins in the early stillness of the first day of the week, where a group of faithful women becomes the first witnesses to the greatest miracle in human history.

This chapter is characterized by a shift from sorrow to joy; from confusion to clarity; and from death to life. It addresses the fundamental question of the Christian faith: whether the One who was crucified is indeed the living Lord. Throughout these verses, Luke emphasizes the fulfillment of prophecy and the necessity of the suffering of the Messiah. The chapter eventually leads to the road to Emmaus and the ascension, but it finds its foundation in these opening verses at the sepulcher. By examining these accounts, we see the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan, proving that the grave could not hold the Son of God. The following commentary explores the first ten verses of this pivotal chapter, highlighting the transition from the burial of Jesus to the announcement of His triumph over the power of death.
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Luke 24:1
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"Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them."

The timing of this event is of supreme importance in the Biblical narrative. The "first day of the week" marks a new beginning for humanity, signifying the transition from the old covenant Sabbath to the celebration of the Lord’s Day. In the Jewish tradition, the Sabbath was a day of rest, yet it was on this new day that the work of the new creation began. These women, who had observed the burial of Christ on the evening of the crucifixion, waited through the required rest of the Sabbath before returning to fulfill their final acts of devotion. Their arrival "very early in the morning" suggests a sense of urgency and deep love; they did not wait for the heat of the day but sought to honor Jesus at the first possible moment.

The mention of the "spices which they had prepared" serves as a poignant reminder of their expectations. They were not expecting a resurrection; they were coming to complete the burial rites for a corpse. This detail underscores the reality of Christ’s death; His followers had seen Him expire on the cross and had seen His body placed in the tomb. They brought myrrh and aloes, much like the spices mentioned in John 19:39, where Nicodemus brought a hundred pound weight for the initial burial. Their preparation shows a practical, albeit grieving, faith. They loved the Master even in His perceived defeat. The inclusion of "certain others with them" indicates that a significant group of women was involved, demonstrating that the female followers of Jesus remained steadfast when many of the male disciples had scattered in fear, as prophesied in Matthew 26:31.
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Luke 24:2
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"and they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre."

The stone mentioned here was a massive, disc shaped rock designed to seal the entrance of the tomb to prevent grave robbing and to keep out wild animals. Its removal was an act of divine intervention, not intended to let Jesus out, but to let the witnesses in. As recorded in Matthew 28:2, an angel of the Lord had descended and rolled back the stone, sitting upon it in triumph. For the women, the sight of the "stone rolled away" must have been a source of immediate shock and confusion. They had likely been discussing how they would move such a heavy object, a concern mirrored in Mark 16:3, where they asked, "Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?"

This open tomb serves as the first physical evidence of the resurrection. In the spiritual sense, the rolled stone represents the removal of the barrier between the living and the dead. The grave, which had always been a place of finality and closure, was now an open doorway. This imagery resonates with the power of Christ to break the seals of death. The fact that the stone was already moved before they arrived emphasizes that the resurrection was an independent act of God’s power; it did not require human assistance or even human observation at the exact moment of its occurrence. The open sepulchre stands as a silent witness to the fact that the bonds of mortality had been shattered by the Prince of Peace, fulfilling the promise that death would be swallowed up in victory.
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Luke 24:3
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"and they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus."

The act of entering the tomb required great courage and a willingness to confront the reality of death. Upon entering, the women were met with a startling void. The absence of the body is the central negative proof of the resurrection. Had the body of Jesus remained in the tomb, the Christian faith would have been extinguished in its infancy. Luke specifically refers to Him as "the Lord Jesus," a title that combines His humanity with His divine authority. This is one of the few times Luke uses this specific double title in his Gospel, perhaps to emphasize that the same physical Jesus who walked the dusty roads of Galilee is the same Lord who has now transcended the grave.

The "found not the body" phrase highlights the physical nature of the resurrection. It was not merely a spiritual survival or a ghostly apparition; the physical frame that had been beaten, pierced, and buried was gone. This absence forced the women to reconsider everything they thought they knew about the end of Christ's life. This search for the body echoes the prophecy in Psalm 16:10, which states, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." The preservation of the body from decay and its subsequent transformation into a glorified state is the cornerstone of the Gospel. The empty space where the body had lain was the first pulpit of the new dispensation, preaching a message that the grave is not the final destination for those who belong to God.
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Luke 24:4
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"and it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:"

The word "perplexed" accurately describes the human condition when confronted with the supernatural. The women were caught between their sensory experience of the empty tomb and their logical understanding of the world. In this moment of profound confusion, God provided heavenly messengers to interpret the event. These "two men" were angels, as confirmed in the later verses and in the other Gospel accounts. Their "shining garments" were a manifestation of the glory of heaven, often described in scripture as being white as snow or radiant like lightning, similar to the appearance of Jesus during the Transfiguration in Luke 9:29.

The presence of two witnesses is significant, as the Mosaic law required the testimony of two or three witnesses to establish a truth, according to Deuteronomy 19:15. These heavenly beings appeared suddenly, which is indicated by the word "behold," a term Luke uses to signal a divine interruption of the natural order. Their appearance served to transition the women from a state of doubt to a state of revelation. While the women were looking down at the empty slab, the angels stood by them, shifting their focus from the earthly remains to the heavenly reality. This encounter reminds the believer that in moments of greatest perplexity, God is faithful to provide light and direction through His messengers and His Word, ensuring that His people are not left in a state of perpetual wandering or despair.
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Luke 24:5
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"and as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?"

Fear is the natural response of a sinful creature in the presence of the holy and the divine. The women "bowed down their faces to the earth," an act of both terror and profound reverence. They recognized that they were in the presence of something far greater than themselves. The angels’ question, "Why seek ye the living among the dead?" is one of the most profound rhetorical questions in the entirety of the Bible. It gently rebukes the women for their lack of expectation while simultaneously announcing the fundamental shift that has occurred in the cosmos. Jesus was no longer to be categorized with the deceased; He had moved from the realm of the dead to the realm of the living.

This question highlights the futility of looking for Christ in the places of decay and finality. To seek "the living among the dead" is a theological error; the living Christ is not found in rituals that only honor a memory or in tombs of tradition. This inquiry echoes the sentiment of Revelation 1:18, where Jesus declares, "I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore." The angels were pointing out the inconsistency of the women’s actions with the identity of Jesus. If He truly was the Son of the Living God, the grave was the last place He should have been expected to stay. This verse challenges every seeker to look for Christ not in the relics of the past, but in the power of His current, vibrant life.
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