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	For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

	John 3:16 (KJV)

	God’s desire and plan for mankind has always been a good one (Jeremiah 29:11). He does not want anyone to perish or be destroyed (2 Peter 3:9), but all to come to repentance and knowledge of the truth. So, every day in every way, He keeps reaching out to us. It could be through a sermon we hear in church or over the radio, or that ‘annoying’ friend who keeps inviting us to church every so often. It could be through a song we hear, or that bus or street preacher. It could be a post on social media by a friend, or flyers handed out by church folk on a Saturday afternoon in the neighborhood. It could be through that crusade we hate so much, because the attendees ‘make so much noise’. Every day, in every way, God is reaching out intentionally to ensure everyone hears the good news about Jesus and salvation. This salvation can be found in no one else, except Jesus as we see in Acts 4:12 (KJV) captioned below:

	‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.’

	As He reaches out to us, He also extends grace to enable us respond to the call as we see in Titus 2:11-14 (AMP)

	For the [remarkable, undeserved] grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to reject ungodliness and worldly (immoral) desires, and to live sensible, upright, and godly lives [lives with a purpose that reflect spiritual maturity] in this present age, awaiting and confidently expecting the [fulfillment of our] blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who [willingly] gave Himself [to be crucified] on our behalf to redeem us and purchase our freedom from all wickedness, and to purify for Himself a chosen and very special people to be His own possession, who are enthusiastic for doing what is good.

	A call requires a response, but sometimes the response is either absent or disappointing. In Matthew 22:1-10 (The parable of the Wedding Banquet), those that the king reached out to paid no attention to the call. In verse 5-6 (NIV) the Bible says:

	But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.

	Isn’t it shocking, that these people received an invite for a wedding banquet from a king, and it meant nothing to them? Not only did they not pay attention to the call, but they mistreated and even killed those who had been sent to them. This is not the kind of response the king expected! People hardly ignore a call from a king, a prominent person, or celebrity because they are eager to know why they are being called. And because of the ‘status’ of the person calling, they are excited that it will result in something good. How much more our God, who owns and possesses all things and to whom nothing is impossible! Imagine the endless possibilities of what our lives would become if we responded to the call from the King of kings and the Master of the Universe. He says in Revelation 3:20 (NKJV):

	‘Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.’

	There is rejoicing in heaven when we respond to God’s call positively; when we repent and make the decision to follow Christ as we see in Luke 15:1-7 (NKJV):

	Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them. “So, He spoke this parable to them, saying: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

	Such is God’s joy when we turn away from our wicked ways, and begin to live our lives as He intended for us. Such is His joy when we get born again. 

	At this point, it is important for me to pose this question to you: are you born again? If yes, congratulations on responding positively to God’s call! I encourage you to continue reading this book till the end. You will find the teachings herein insightful, a valuable addition to what you may probably already know, and most helpful in cementing your faith in Christ. 
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