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CHAPTER 1


The Original Gospel


“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be

preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;

and then shall the end come.”

— Matthew 24:14 (KJV)


“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”

— Matthew 6:10 (KJV)


Dear reader,


Before we go any further, I need to say something plainly.


What you are about to read may challenge ideas you 

have held for a long time. Not because those ideas were foolish,

but because many of them were inherited rather than discovered.

Most of us were handed a version of Christianity

long before we ever examined it for ourselves.


This book is not an attack on your faith. It is an invitation to rediscover it.


A Gospel We Rarely Hear


Jesus described His message very clearly. He called it “the gospel of the kingdom.”


That phrase alone should make us pause.


Because if that is what He preached, then it is worth asking a simple question:

Why is it not what we hear most often today?


In many places, Christianity has been reduced to something far smaller than what Jesus announced. It has become a system of beliefs, a set of moral expectations, or a weekly gathering centered around inspiration and routine.


But what Jesus brought was not a system.


It was a Kingdom.
























		
The Mistake We Made


Over time, humanity has had a tendency to categorize Jesus alongside other influential figures—philosophers, teachers, and founders of religious movements.


But Jesus does not fit that category.


Every other figure in history lived, taught, and died. Their influence continues through their words, but their lives ended.


Jesus, however, made a claim no one else could sustain.


He claimed authority over life and death—and then proved it.


“He is not here, but is risen.” (Luke 24:6, KJV)


That single event changes everything.


Christianity is not built on ideas alone. It is built on a person who walked out of death and continues to live.


––––––––
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Not a Religion, but a Reality


It is important to understand this early:


Jesus did not come to introduce a new religion.


He did not come to compete with existing systems of belief or to establish a better version of moral instruction. He did not gather followers by presenting Himself as one option among many.


Instead, He announced something entirely different.


“The kingdom of God is at hand.” (Mark 1:15, KJV)


A kingdom is not a belief system.

It is a government.

It is a culture.

It is a reality that exists whether people recognize it or not.


Jesus did not come asking people to join something new.

He came revealing something that already existed.


Rethinking Repentance


Along with the announcement of the Kingdom came a call: repent.


For many, that word has carried a heavy emotional weight. It has often been associated with guilt, fear, or the pressure to change behavior.


But at its core, repentance means something much simpler.


It means to change the way you think.


Jesus was not asking people to become more religious.

He was inviting them to see differently.


Because you cannot step into a new reality while holding on to an old perspective.


The Limits of Religion


Religion, by its nature, focuses on behavior.


It teaches people how to act, what to avoid, and how to conform to a particular standard. In some ways, it can produce outward order.


But it cannot produce inward transformation.


A person can learn the language of faith, adopt the habits of a community, and participate in every outward expression of belief... and still feel unchanged within.


That is why many people find themselves going through the motions while quietly wondering why nothing seems different.


The issue is not effort.

The issue is source.


Transformation does not begin with behavior.

It begins with identity.


The Heart of the Message


At the center of Jesus’ teaching was one consistent theme: the Kingdom of God.


He described it in ways people could understand—through stories, images, and everyday examples.


“The kingdom is like...”


A seed.

A field.

A treasure hidden in plain sight.


He was not describing something distant.

He was describing something present, yet often unrecognized.


Heaven and Earth


One of the most well-known prayers in Scripture carries a profound statement:


“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”


This is not a prayer of escape.


It is a prayer of alignment.


Rather than asking to leave the earth behind, Jesus taught His followers to pray for heaven’s reality to be expressed here.


The goal was never to abandon the world.

The goal was to see it transformed.


A Different Way of Living


When Jesus taught what is commonly called the Sermon on the Mount, He described a way of life that often seemed unfamiliar, even challenging.


Instead of retaliation, He spoke of forgiveness.

Instead of self-protection, He spoke of generosity.

Instead of loving only those who are easy to love, He spoke of loving enemies.


This was not simply a higher moral code.


It was the culture of the Kingdom.


He was not asking people to try harder.

He was revealing what life looks like when heaven’s nature is expressed through human lives.


Citizenship in the Kingdom


Jesus also made it clear that participation in the Kingdom involves more than observation.


“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3, KJV)


Citizenship in this Kingdom is not inherited through natural birth.

It is received through a spiritual awakening.


This is not about joining an organization.

It is about becoming something new.


Living from a New Source


If the Kingdom is real—and if Jesus truly brought it near—then the question becomes personal:


What does it mean to live from it?


It means recognizing that your life is not meant to be sustained by your own strength alone.


It means understanding that heaven is not distant, but connected.


It means realizing that what Jesus accomplished was not only about where you go after this life, but how you live within it.


Moving Forward


The message of the Kingdom is not complicated, but it is often overlooked.


It does not begin with striving.

It begins with seeing.


And once you begin to see it, everything starts to shift.


In the next chapter, we will explore how humanity lost its original sense of dominion—and how that loss shaped the way we think, live, and understand God today.


Because before we can fully understand what has been restored, we must first understand what was lost.


















		
CHAPTER 2


Dominion Redeemed


Most people who have read the book of Genesis are familiar with two trees:

the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


They are often treated as simple elements in the story—important, yes, but rarely explored beyond the surface.


But what if there is more here than we have been taught to see?


The Tree of Life Reconsidered


When Scripture speaks of the “tree of life,” we tend to read it through a modern lens. We assume it refers to life in a singular sense—existence, breath, continuation.


But in the ancient Hebrew understanding, the word used carries a deeper implication. It suggests not just life, but a fullness and continuity of life—a sustaining, renewing source.


In other words, the tree of life was not simply symbolic.

It represented a source of ongoing vitality—life that did not diminish.


This idea echoes again at the end of Scripture:


Revelation 22:2 (KJV)

“...and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”


From the beginning to the end, this tree represents something consistent:

a life that flows from God Himself.


Which leads us to an important realization—


Death was never God’s original design.


A World Without Death


If you pause long enough to consider it, death itself feels unnatural.


Even outside of faith, many have observed that the human body is constantly repairing and renewing itself. Cells regenerate. Systems restore. There is an ongoing process of life working to sustain life.


And yet, something interrupts that process.


Scripture tells us why.


Death entered the human story—but it was not part of its original design.


In the beginning, life was not something humanity struggled to maintain.

It was something humanity lived from.


The Garden Was More Than a Location


Genesis 2:9 (KJV)

“And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”


For years, many of us have read this verse and assumed something simple:

that these two trees were physically located in the center of the garden.


But Scripture often invites us to look deeper.


The word translated “midst” does not only refer to geography.

It can also carry the idea of something central—something significant, something set apart.


These trees were not just part of the environment.

They were focal points.


They represented two sources.


Two ways of living.


Two realities from which humanity could draw.


Two Trees, Two Sources


The tree of life represented dependence on God as the source of life.


The tree of the knowledge of good and evil represented something different—

the attempt to define reality apart from God.


This was not merely about fruit.


It was about trust.


Would humanity live from what God provides...

or from its own independent understanding?


The Authority of Man


When God created man, He did something extraordinary.


He gave him dominion.


Genesis 1:26 (KJV)

“...and let them have dominion...”


This was not symbolic language.


Humanity was given authority within the earth—

the ability to govern, to steward, to represent God’s nature within creation.


Adam was not struggling to survive.

He was established to rule.


He lived in alignment with God, and from that alignment, everything functioned as it was meant to.


The Power of Words


Part of that authority was expressed through speech.


God created through His Word.

And humanity, made in His image, carried that same pattern.


Even now, though the world is fallen, this principle still remains:


Proverbs 18:21 (KJV)

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue...”


Words are not empty.

They carry direction.


Many people experience the weight of their own words without realizing it.


What we repeatedly say often shapes what we consistently see.


This is not superstition.

It is alignment.


The Fall of Dominion


The turning point in the story of humanity comes in Genesis 3.


God had already spoken clearly to Adam:


Genesis 2:16–17 (KJV)

“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”


The instruction was simple.


But when the moment came, something shifted.


The serpent introduced doubt.

Eve engaged the conversation.

And Adam remained silent.


Then came the decision.


Adam ate.


This was not a mistake made in ignorance.

It was a choice made in awareness.


And in that moment, dominion was surrendered.


What Was Lost


The consequences were immediate and far-reaching.


	Harmony was replaced with struggle

	Clarity was replaced with confusion

	Life was replaced with decay




But more than anything else,

humanity lost its sense of connection to its source.


The issue was not just behavior.

It was separation in perception.


Man no longer saw clearly.


A Promise in the Middle of the Fall


Even in the midst of failure, God spoke a promise.


Genesis 3:15 (KJV)

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”


This was not simply a statement of conflict.


It was a declaration of restoration.


A day would come when what was lost would be recovered.


Dominion would not remain broken forever.


Looking Ahead


The story does not end in Genesis 3.


What was lost in the garden begins to be restored through Christ.


But before we fully step into that restoration, we must understand the weight of what was given—and what was surrendered.


Because redemption is only powerful when you recognize what has been redeemed.
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