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Football Wonderkids: Gavi

Playing with Fire, Heart, and Fearless Belief

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Under the Barcelona Lights

The floodlights of the Olympic Stadium in Barcelona shone like silver suns as Gavi sprinted across the pitch, his boots carving quick, bright lines into the grass. The crowd roared with the unique electricity only this city understands — a mixture of passion, history, and fierce belief. Blaugrana flags waved like oceans of red and blue, rising and falling with each touch he made. Though still incredibly young, Gavi played with the confidence of a veteran, bursting past defenders with sharp turns and bold movements that seemed to break the rules of gravity. Commentators shouted his name, fans held up signs covered in hearts and stars, and one newspaper in Spain wrote afterward that he “played with a fire far older than his age,” a line that fans repeated with pride. Kids across Europe and the United States watched him on TV, amazed by how someone so young could control a match with such courage. And as he called for the ball again, the stadium leaned toward him like a giant breath, waiting for what would happen next.

––––––––
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A Spirit Built for Greatness

But nights like this didn’t happen by accident. They were built from years of relentless work, hours of training, and dreams that never stopped growing. Gavi carried a spirit shaped in small Spanish streets, dusty training fields, and long car rides to academies where he fought to prove himself every single day. His heart burned with the fierce determination that Barcelona fans call “coraje” — courage mixed with pride. Even as a teenager, he showed leadership, grit, and a competitive fire that reminded coaches of legendary midfielders from the past. Young fans admired his bravery; older fans admired his intelligence. And somewhere deep inside, Gavi still felt like the little kid who once chased a ball until sunset, imagining a stadium just like this one cheering his name. It wasn’t just talent that brought him here. It was heart. It was work. It was belief.

[image: ]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Small Town with a Big Dream

Gavi was born on August 5, 2004, in Los Palacios y Villafranca, a warm, lively town in southern Spain filled with narrow streets, friendly neighbors, and bright sunshine. The town wasn’t large, but the dreams inside it were, especially for a little boy who seemed to be made of nothing but energy and imagination. From the moment he could walk, he chased balls around the house, kicking anything round he could find — oranges, rolled-up socks, even plastic cups. His parents laughed, knowing early that their son had a special connection to the game. His mother often said that Gavi “didn’t just play football — he lived it.” The neighborhoods of Los Palacios were full of children playing on dusty fields, and Gavi was always in the center of the action, dribbling past kids twice his size and never backing down. His confidence and bravery stood out even then.

Family Roots and Early Courage

Gavi’s family supported him from the very beginning. His father loved football and encouraged his son’s passion, taking him to local matches and teaching him how to control the ball gently with both feet. His mother made sure he stayed grounded, reminding him to be kind, humble, and grateful, no matter how good he became. At home, the walls weren’t covered with posters of superheroes — they were covered with posters of football legends, from Xavi Hernández to Andrés Iniesta, players who shaped the new generation of Spanish football. Gavi admired them deeply. He watched videos of their passes and movements, trying to copy them on the street outside. Local families quickly learned his name. They saw him practicing well after sunset, determined to master every touch.

Life in Los Palacios was simple but full of warmth. People knew each other by name, and children roamed freely between homes and dusty pitches. Gavi spent most afternoons outside, arriving home only when the streetlights blinked on. Even then, he sometimes begged for “just five more minutes,” hoping to finish one last dribble or attempt one more tricky move. His father often smiled and said, “You never stop, hijo.” And he was right — Gavi’s heart beat to the rhythm of football.

Early Moments of Magic

By the time he joined Los Palacios’ local youth team, people in town were already talking about him. Coaches noticed how unusually sharp he was for his age. He didn’t just kick the ball — he understood the game. He knew when to pass, when to attack, and how to find tiny spaces on the field that others didn’t even see. Most kids chased the ball. Gavi seemed to float around it, always a step ahead. In one early match, he scored a goal after weaving through four defenders, leaving parents on the sidelines cheering so loudly that neighbors came outside to see what had happened. His coach later said that Gavi “played like the ball was part of him,” a description that followed him throughout his childhood.
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