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What is
a Coturnix or Japanese Quail (and why
should you care)?:

 


I might have been vaguely aware of the
existence of such a bird, but really had no clue as to what it was
or that I might be interested in owning one until a friend of mine
decided to get into chickens. She was going to order some chicks
and as our kids are in 4-H together, and my son is a bird
enthusiast who has been asking for chickens for years, I wondered
if we might “rent” a spot in her coop for a couple birds for him,
as we live in town. But logistically that won’t work, as she’ll
barely have room for a half dozen birds for her own kids, but in
researching backyard poultry I ran across the Coturnix Quail, which
apparently can be kept successfully even by ‘urban
homesteaders.’

Ordering quail chicks was a rather large
investment, as you needed a minimum order of 15 and the shipping
and cost per chick was rather expensive and there aren’t any local
breeders, but then I discovered you can order hatching eggs on ebay
and other sites, which meant I could hatch my own for a fraction of
the price, assuming I had access to an incubator, which happily I
could borrow from a friend. It also means my kids could experience
the entire process of development from egg to chick to adult bird
and experience all the ups and downs of raising any sort of living
thing: the excitement, the heartbreak, the fear, the joy, the
wonder, the tedium, and the nuisance. So I ordered some eggs and my
friend ordered her chicks. Never trust your hopes and aspirations
to the US Postal Service!

It took eight days, they crushed 5/15 and
scrambled two others, and I was pretty sure nothing was going to
hatch. The breeder had done an excellent job of packaging them but
it seemed someone was determined that these quail never saw the
light of day! We dutifully put them in the incubator, impatiently
watched their development, probably candled them more than we
should, and of the ten we began incubating, we ended with 7 that
survived and developed to the final ‘lockdown’ phase right before
hatching. Our losses were the two scrambled eggs and one egg that
never developed (infertile). These are definitely tough little
buggers!
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