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The lake mirrors the sky as a movement under the surface disturbs the reflection. The chilling air suffocates the night sky as a few stars escape the fading moon. They lie quietly, staring at the stars and cuddling. Luca rolls to his side, looking into Zeena’s blue eyes. He runs his fingers through her soft black hair, smiling as he gently kisses her lips.

“My love, you enchant me,” Luca says.

“Enchant you. I shall not. Our secret must end, for we are in danger.” She conjures a small blue flame in her hand but douses it quickly, knowing she is breaking the law by practicing her magical gift.

“I have met you here every night, and nothing has happened. Therefore, the trees shall not speak of us,” he says.

She smiles as his brown hair gently ruffles in the breeze.

“Do you not hear the whispers of your father? He searches for your secret, for you are not trusted.”

“My father is searching for a reason to condemn me of treason. He shall not find about us, and I will not allow harm to you,” he promises.
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