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Preface by the Author

Written in a garret above a chandler's shop in Whitechapel, during the long winter of 1887

I confess this tale to be the last fruit of a withered tree. My name is Elias Thorne, once a hopeful scribbler of sensation novels, now a man whose very existence has become a cautionary tale to aspiring authors. The publishers have rejected my manuscripts with the indifference one might show to a beggar's cup. The ink I use is watered to the point of transparency, a metaphor I find too cruel to dwell upon.

Yet in this desolation, a story came to me—not by inspiration, for that fire has long been extinguished, but by some desperate need to believe that paradise, however lost, once existed. What you hold is not entertainment. It is a confession. A prayer to a god who has turned His face away from men like me.
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