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In July 2008 my long-time friend, and former Pastor, David Hollingsworth, completed the work of his life time, a study of Old and New Testament biblical chronology. The study began as a hobby for a busy young pastor, and over the thirty years of his ministry in Cambria, California, developed into a rich resource for him and others with the same interest. His retirement from pastoral ministry gave him time to put the final touches on his work. David presented me with an unpublished copy of the manuscript shortly after its completion.

In mid-2011 David developed cancer in his appendix, a rare form that is always fatal. He died in May 2012. I had been corresponding with David about publishing his Chronology. I received permission from David and his wife to prepare, publish, and copyright his work on chronology.

The “Sources” section contains all reference materials known to have been used. Any person concerned with the lack of attribution of their material may contact me at booksofq@gmail.com. Corrections will be made in any future editions.

The individual entries are as written by David, with occasional comments [in brackets, in this font], to distinguish them from David’s original text. I have also made minor corrections (without commenting) in spelling, capitalization, grammar, and formatting, and occasionally rewritten a sentence or paragraph, none of which affects the meaning of the text. I have shortened a few source references in the text. I have occasionally supplemented the information David supplied, or provided a clarification.

––––––––

[image: ]




	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​INTRODUCTION
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The study of biblical chronology is fascinating to all Christians who have a love for history and apologetics. As students delve into the many statements within the Bible that address our topic, they cannot help but be amazed at the care the biblical writers took under the direction of the Holy Spirit to “get it right,” so to speak.

At the same time, any study of biblical chronology is fraught with a certain amount of danger. Whatever references are used, and there are many available, must be considered with great care. It has been my experience that errors abound in various commentaries and other study guides, in part because they reflect only the scholarship available at the time they were written. Continuing discoveries in biblical chronology have proven many past statements to be incorrect, sometimes by centuries.

In this study of biblical chronology, there are several basic considerations that will underlie all the conclusions to be made. For the student who does not acknowledge these underlying principles, there will be little agreement with the material presented. I will leave that disagreement resting where it should: between the person investigating the chronology and the Holy Spirit who guides us into truth.

Five basic truths need to be considered at the outset of this study, for they are the foundational principles that will guide the conclusions throughout this study. 

Hermeneutics. This study will attempt in every conclusion to follow the hermeneutic (hermeneutics is the science of Bible study [hermeneutics is the science of interpretation]) of literal, historical, grammatical, and contextual interpretation of each Scripture verse or passage considered. That means that each chronological statement that is considered will be taken to be the actual statement the [original] author intended to make, and that he meant it to be literally true (unless it is absolutely certain a textual problem exists).

Apologetics. This study is, at its heart, a defense of the accuracy and authority of God’s Word. As such, it is an apologetic for the truth. There are those who feel apologetics is unnecessary because the Bible is obviously true, and any defense that might be made is unnecessary if not frivolous. At the opposite extreme is the viewpoint that apologetics is unnecessary because it is pointless in that the Bible is so full of errors it is futile to defend it. I reject both those notions, following the principle of 1 Peter 3:15, which says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts (or the alternate reading, ‘sanctify God as Lord in your hearts’), and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (NKJV).

Secular history and Modern Discoveries. This study acknowledges the value of understanding secular history. But it will also be shown that many of the conclusions drawn by students of secular history have been incorrect. Using just one example, most studies in the history in Egypt base chronological statements on Manetho’s history in Egypt and the Pharaohs. Modern scholarship has shown that Manetho, an Egyptian priest and writer of the 3rd century before Christ, whose work was incredible for its degree of scholarship at the time it was written, made numerous and glaring mistakes. Some critics claim that Manetho duplicated some of the Egyptian Dynasties, placing the same kings as much as 600 years apart because of the different names the regents used on different monolithic inscriptions. Of note among the critics who make such charges is Immanuel Velikovsky, who in the 1940s and 1950s wrote Ages in Chaos. Velikovsky’s work was widely denigrated at the time of its publication, and more recent scholars have exposed the critical errors he made. But, errors or not, he was on the right track when he suggested that the regnal dates associated with Manetho’s research were off by a great deal. In the past decade, a modern scholar, David Rohl, writing in Pharaohs and Kings, A Biblical Quest, has shown that Velikovsky was close to being on target, though often inaccurate in his conclusions. Unfortunately, Rohl made mistakes in his conclusions as well. The noted Egyptologist, Kenneth Kitchen, has been a vocal critic of Rohl. A third writer, Ted Stewart, writing in Solving the Exodus Mystery, has dealt with all the same material, and offered a solution built around 436 synchronizations of historical and biblical facts. In this study, I will always try to honor the findings of careful modern scholars, but will specifically follow Stewart’s conclusions, as they are clearly the best supported of all available studies. 

Correlations. Someone has said that the Bible is its own best commentary. As a result, whenever it is possible, I will compare Scripture with Scripture in the formation of my conclusions. I will point this out in my comments when the situation arises.

Biblical Creationism. Any study of [Old Testament] chronology has to address the problem of the age of humankind. Is the earth young or ancient? If the earth is ancient, as the old-earth-creationist Dr. Hugh Ross teaches, we have to account for the first human ancestor living as much as 100,000 or more years ago. [The modern form of homo sapiens is thought by evolutionists to have first appeared about 100,000 years ago.] That problem includes explaining thousands of years of death, decay, and fossilization for which no clear evidence is being found today. If the earth is young, as the young-earth-creationist Dr. Kenneth Ham teaches, we have to account for the first human ancestor living as much as 8,000 to 10,000 years ago. That problem includes explaining the apparent contradictions between biblical creationism and uniformitarian evolution, which are very significant. At the same time, we must deal with the fact that the actual biblical and numeric data given in the Sacred Text places Adam only at about 4,000 BC [a chronology that assumes no gaps in the Genesis 5, 10, and 11 genealogy lists]. Therefore, through this study on biblical chronology, I will make an effort to address this and the other problems intrinsic to such a study. I hope the conclusions drawn will be proactive enough to incite further study by fellow students of biblical chronology. 

Any mistakes in this study, and they certainly will exist, are my responsibility alone. I acknowledge that my grasp of the topic is more limited than it ought to be. Still, this study is called for today to help us grasp the remarkable accuracy of the Bible. There is always great profit in the study of God’s word.

— David R. Hollingsworth, July, 2008









​Notices to the Reader

Months in the Chronology are from the Jewish calendar, which corresponds to the modern calendar as indicated below. [Editor’s notes: Although the Jewish civil year begins Tishri (Ethanim) 1, the Jewish calendar begins Nisan (Abib) 1, per Exodus 12:2. The Jewish calendar is based on the cycle of the moon as it orbits the earth, whereas the modern calendar is based on the earth’s orbit of the sun. The names of the months on the Jewish calendar were developed after the Babylonian Captivity. The scriptures number the months.]

Modern   Jewish

March-April  Abib or Nisan

April-May   Ziv or Iyar

May-June   Sivan

June-July   Tammuz

July-August  Ab

August-September Elul

September-October Ethanim or Tishri

October-November Bul or Heshvan

November-December Chislev

December-January Tebeth

January-February  Shebat

February-March  Adar

[Hollingsworth included many in-text comments on issues such as the Noahic Flood and the Egyptian Pharaohs and Dynasties. Some of these comments have been moved to appendices. The Editor has abbreviated references to the works of the ancient historian Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, and Wars of the Jews, to Antiquities and Wars. Page references in the cited works of Josephus are read as Title plus book.chapter.paragraph, for example, Antiquities, 1.4.6. The notation “circa,” is abbreviated “ca.” in the text and chronology table. The Editor has frequently used the divine name YHWH in the comments column where the all capital letters LORD appears in the biblical text referenced in the comments.]

––––––––
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​Old Testament Chronology

How it is possible to find 8,000 to 10,000 years between Adam and Abraham, such as some conservative critics insist occurred? One possible means of finding such a time span would involve a significant re-interpretation of the text both of Genesis 5 and Genesis 11. 

What is meant by the above statement may be expressed in the following example: “Adam lived 130 years, and then begot the descendant who was the ancestor of Seth. And Adam lived 800 years beyond the time when he begot that descendant.” [Genesis 5:3 reads, “And Adam lived 130 years and begot . . . Seth.] If such a re-interpretation is possible, one might have room for the insertion of hundreds or thousands of years into the genealogies given in Genesis. After all, there are several examples in the Bible (e.g., Matthew 1) where generations are left out of a genealogical list. [Matthew arranged his genealogy from Abraham to Christ in three groups of fourteen. Obviously some names are left out. The Hebrew concept (and word) for father was broad enough to encompass the grandfather, great-grandfather, etc.] Enough names are given (by Matthew) to help the reader understand the specific genealogy being considered without taking the time to list every name without exception. The one thing, of which one may be certain, whether or not the above proposed re-interpretive example holds weight, is that Adam must remain the first man, because Jesus Christ and the Apostle Paul taught clearly that he was, and that all human beings descended from him and inherited his sin.

The Old Testament chronology on the following pages establishes years based primarily on the biblical information given. I recognize that the biblical information is likely to be incomplete. 


[Moses’ intent in the early Genesis record seems to have been to give sufficient information to establish the historicity of the genealogies from Adam to Abraham, without giving an exhaustive list (an example: the repeated “and he had sons and daughters” in Genesis 5, 11.) Some names may have been excluded from the genealogies; some fathers may have been grandfathers, etc.; some sons might not have been the first born of the father. For example, Enosh was born when Seth was 105 years old. Was Enosh the firstborn of Seth? Or is he the only child listed by name because he was a man of prominent faith within the line of Seth to Noah? Thus there may be intentional gaps in the genealogy, which are unimportant because a complete list was not Moses’ purpose. How many years these proposed “gaps” might encompass, whether a few years in some cases or many years in others, is unknown and unknowable. For these reasons Hollingsworth followed the biblical evidence. Hollingsworth’s genealogy follows the line of Seth from Adam to Noah, without assuming chronological gaps. The dating of Adam’s creation to 3955/3954 BC is based on a 1446 BC date for Israel’s Exodus from Egypt. Immediately below is Hollingsworth’s statement explaining the date for Adam’s creation.]



In the first two editions [unpublished/privately distributed] of this study, the early chronology of the book of Genesis was based on the text of the Septuagint (LXX) and Samaritan versions of the Old Testament. These versions translated Exodus 12:40 as saying, “Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt and in Canaan was four hundred and thirty years.” Perhaps the best, most accurate translation of this critical verse is from Ted Stewart (Solving the Exodus Mystery), emphasis Stewart’s.


The sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 

[Stewart accurately translates the Masoretic text. The point of Stewart’s translation is his punctuation, a comma, which sets off “who dwelt in Egypt” as a non-restrictive relative clause. A non-restrictive relative clause gives additional information which is not essential to the meaning. That is, the sentence doesn’t need the non-restrictive relative clause: “The sojourning of the children of Israel was four hundred and thirty years. The meaning is that the children of Israel, i.e., the descendants of Abraham (to whom the land had been promised), lived outside of the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel, for four hundred and thirty years, and part of that time was spent living in Egypt. The four hundred thirty years of sojourning ended when the children of Israel left Egypt, Exodus 12:41.] 



Stewart’s rendering led me to place 215 years of Israel’s sojourn in Canaan, and 215 years of sojourn in Egypt. Further study since those early editions has strengthened that conclusion. 


[For example, the genealogies from Abraham in Canaan to Joseph in Egypt, from Levi entering Egypt to Amram (Moses’ Father), and from Moses’ birth to the day of the Exodus, give approximately the same result. Additionally, two different words are used in Exodus 12:40 to describe Israel “sojourning” and “dwelling.” The “sojourning” of the children of Israel is môšāb (Harris et al., s. v. 922c, the time of dwelling), describing, in context, the total time between the promise of the land and leaving Egypt to go to the land. The “dwelling” of the children of Israel in Egypt is yāšab (Harris et al., s. v. 922, to stay), stating the fact that they lived in Egypt.] 



The difference between the 400 years of Genesis 15:13 and the 430 years of Exodus 12:40 can also be explained. Genesis 12:4 states Abraham was 75 years old when he left Haran, and Genesis 21:5 states he was 100 years old when Isaac was born. Scripture accounts for each of those 25 years. 


Genesis 15:7 says God’s original promise was made to Abraham when he lived in Ur. Genesis 11:31 says Abraham left Ur with his father Terah to go to Canaan, but stopped in Haran on the way and ‘‘settled there.” “Settling there” indicates years, not days (Stewart, Solving, emphasis Stewart’s).



And further

In Acts 7:2–4 Stephen says that Abraham remained in Haran and did not enter Canaan until his father Terah died. Thus, Abraham was seventy when he left Ur with Terah in 1876 BC. Terah was likely too sick to travel, forcing Abraham to stop in Haran for five years until Terah died. Abraham was seventy when he left Ur in 1876 BC and was obviously seventy-five when he left Haran (Genesis 12:4), entering Canaan in 1871 BC. 

Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born in 1846 BC. The 400 years of Genesis 15:13 began in Canaan with Abraham’s first descendant of promise, Isaac, born in 1846 BC. The 400 years ended 1446 BC when Israel left Egypt (Stewart, Solving, emphasis Stewart’s). 

And, finally, this concluding statement will give the foundation for the dates that follow.


This chronology of 430 years begins with Abraham’s promise in 1876 BC and ends with Israel’s exodus from Egypt in 1446 BC, reducing Israel’s presence in Egypt to only 210 years. Isaac was born in 1846 BC; he gave birth to Jacob when he was sixty years old, Genesis 25:26; 1846 BC – 60 years = 1786 BC. Jacob was 130 when he entered Egypt, Genesis 47:9; 1786 BC – 130 = 1656 BC. Israel departed from Egypt 430 years before Solomon’s fourth year, 1 Kings 6:1; 966 BC + 480 = 1446 BC. . . . Therefore, this new biblical chronology, based on Paul’s interpretation in Galatians 3:16–17 and Stephen’s interpretation in Acts 7:2–7, has Israel in Egypt from 1656–1446 BC, a period of only 210 years, not the 430 years of the NIV translation of Exodus 12:40 (Stewart, Solving, pp. 32–34, emphasis Stewart’s). 



[The biblical evidence for Hollingsworth’s dating of the early years of Genesis is extensive. It includes Old Testament genealogies from Abraham to the Exodus from Egypt, and both Old and New Testament statements of the number of years from Abraham to the Exodus. Dating the Exodus at 1446 BC is based on the statement in 1 Kings 6:1 and corresponding biblical genealogies that tally the number of years both before and after that date. The only apparent discrepancy is from Acts 13:20, God gave Israel Judges for about 450 years. Hollingsworth’s note on this verse (occurring in the chronology table between 1367 BC and 1340 BC) provides a resolution. He wrote, 

[The 430 years of judgeships in Acts 13:20 is probably a mnemonic tool more than a chronological statement. If one adds 111 years of oppression and 96 years of judgeships in the book of Judges, plus the 3 years of Abimelech, 200 years of rest, and 40 years for Eli’s judgeship (1 Samuel 4:18), it totals 450 years. But in reality, all those events must occur between ca. 1375–1051 BC, a period of 324 years of elapsed time. Obviously there are overlaps somewhere in the record. 

[Which is to say, the Judges practiced their ministry in different areas of Israel; therefore it is not unreasonable to assume that the time of ministry of many judgeships overlapped. (The 1375 BC date in the above quote comes from the 1446 BC Exodus - 40 years of desert wandering - 25 years under Joshua’s leadership - 5 years as the elders who lived under Joshua died, leading to idolatry in Israel, Judges 2:7–11, and the first judges, 3:5–11.)

[The date for God’s promise to Abram/Abraham (1876 BC, Genesis 12:1–3) is also reasonable. Archeologists know of a city of Ur in ancient Sumeria, in what was southern Mesopotamia. The site was excavated in the early 20th century. It was an important commercial center before 2500 BC. The third dynasty of Ur (established 2060 BC by king Ur-Nammu) was conquered by the Elamites (an ancient race in Persia/Iran) ca. 1950 BC.* With rare exceptions (e.g., Nineveh, 612 BC), a conquered city continued to live under the new administration (e.g., Babylon under the Persians, 639 BC). If Abram was seventy when he left Ur, ca. 1876 BC, then he was born ca. 1946 BC, shortly after Ur was conquered, and grew up influenced by the gods of both Ur and Elam, but apparently not without some knowledge of YHWH, the God of Noah, his son Shem, his descendant Eber, and his descendant Abram/Abraham (Genesis 11:10–27). (* http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/Ur+of+the+Chaldeans. Accessed 9/3/2014.)

[My conclusion is that dating the Exodus as 1446 BC based on 1 Kings 6:1, Exodus 12:40, Genesis 15:13, and genealogies supporting these dates, is reasonable. Dating Adam’s creation at 3955/3954 BC is derived from the genealogies leading to the 1446 BC date, without regard for unknown and unknowable gaps in the biblical genealogical record.]

Readers are asked to reserve judgment on Old Testament Chronology until they have studied the whole. Please do enjoy your study! 







Old Testament Chronology



	Adam

	3955/3954 BC

	His creation. Genesis 5:3–5; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38.




	[The Woman (Eve)]

	[3955/3954 BC]

	[Her formation, body and soul, from Adam, Genesis 2:21.]




	[Cain]

	[Prior to  3825 BC]

	[His birth, Genesis 4:1.]




	[Abel]

	[Prior to  3825 BC]

	[His birth, Genesis 4:2; his death Genesis 4:9.]




	[Enoch, Irad, Mehujael, Methushael, Lamech, Jabal, Jubal, Tubal-Cain, and so on]

	[Beginning before 3825 BC and continuing after.]

	[Cain’s genealogy, Genesis 4:16–24. ]




	Seth

	3825/3824 BC

	His birth when Adam was 130 years old. Genesis 5:3–8; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38.




	Enosh

	3720/3719 BC

	His birth when Seth was 105 years old. Genesis 5:3–8; 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38.




	Cainan

	3630/3629 BC

	His birth when Enosh was 90 years old. Genesis 5:9–14; 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37.




	Mahalalel

	3560/3559 BC

	His birth when Cainan was 70 years old. Genesis 5:12–17; 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37.




	Jared

	3495/3494 BC

	His birth when Mahalalel was 65 years old. Genesis 5:15–20; 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37.




	Enoch

	3333/3332 BC

	His birth when Jared was 162 years old. Genesis 5:18–24; 1 Chronicles 1:3; Luke 3:37. 




	Methuselah

	3268/3267 BC

	His birth when Enoch was 65 years old. Genesis 5:21–27; 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:37.




	Lamech

	3081/3080 BC

	His birth when Methuselah was 187 years old. Genesis 5:25–31; 1 Chronicles 1:2; Luke 3:36.




	Adam

	3025/3024 BC

	His death at age 930. Genesis 5:5.




	Enoch

	2968/2967 BC

	His death at age 365. Genesis 5:22–24.




	Seth

	2913/2912 BC

	His death at age 912. Genesis 5:8




	Noah

	2989/2898 BC

	His birth when Lamech was 182 years old. Genesis 5:28–32; 1 Chronicles 1:4; Luke 3:36.




	Enosh

	2815/2814 BC

	His death at age 905. Genesis 5:11.




	Cainan

	2720/2719 BC

	His death at age 910. Genesis 5:14.




	Mahalalel

	2665/2664 BC

	His death at age 895. Genesis 5:17




	Jared

	2533/2532 BC

	His death at age 962. Genesis 5:20.




	Japheth

	2399/2398 BC

	His birth as the first of Noah’s sons when Noah was 500 years old. Genesis 5:32; 6:10; 10:2 ff.; 1 Chronicles 1:4. 




	Shem

	2397 BC

	His birth as the second of Noah’s sons when Noah was 502 years old, based on Shem’s son, Arphaxad, being born the second year after the flood was over when Shem was 100 years old. Genesis 5:32; 6:10; 10:21 ff.; 11:10; 1 Chronicles 1:4, 24; Luke 3:36.




	Ham

	2395/2394 BC

	His birth as the third of Noah’s sons when Noah was 504 or 505 years old. Genesis 5:32; 6:10; 9:24; 10:6 ff., 1 Chronicles 1:4.




	Lamech

	3081/3080 BC

	His death at age 777. Genesis 5:31.




	Methusaleh

	2299/2298 BC

	His death at age 969, the year the Noahic Flood began. Genesis 5:27.




	
	
	See Appendix One, Prophetic Significance of Names in Genesis 5  




	The Noahic Flood

	2299/2298–2298/2297 BC

	Noah and his family were in the ark for 371 days, Genesis 7:11; 8:4, 5, 13, 14. The flood began the year Methuselah died, when Noah was 600 years old, Genesis 7:11. The flood ended when Shem was 98 years old, Genesis 11:10. Noah certainly had children other than Japheth, Shem, and Ham, but they either died before the Flood started, died during the Flood, or were born after the Flood, 1 Chronicles 1:5–17. There are thirty-three known versions of the flood epoch from pre-history. Thirty one of them mirror the Bible story very closely.




	
	
	See Appendix Two, How Long was Noah on the Ark?




	Mount Ararat

	2298/2297

	Ararat was probably east of the traditional site in Turkey. The Bible clearly states Noah journeyed from the east (westward) to Shinar (Babylon), Genesis 11:2. A journey from the traditional site would take him south. Ancient Ararat was Urartu. Its mountain was called Bar Jam-card, “Mount Where Landed Noah.” Cornuke has pretty well eliminated the claims for the traditional site of Ararat in Turkey through careful research. There was a Land of Ararat by Lake Urmia near the Caspian Sea, Jeremiah 51:27. Ararat was near specific tribes such as those in Northwest Iran. Herod’s historian, Nicholas of Damascus, confirmed that Ararat was in northern Iran. The Ararat in Turkey was so-named about 1200 AD by the Armenians there. Finally, Genesis 8:4 refers to Ararat as a mountainous region or chain, not a mountain. The Mount Ararat in Iran is about 125 miles northwest of Lake Urmia.




	
	
	See Appendix Three, The Resting Place of the Ark after the Flood




	Egypt

	ca. 2298–2000 BC

	
[Long-ago, scholars of Egyptian history developed an Orthodox Egyptian Chronology—supported by many modern scholars—which places the Early Dynastic Period at ca. 2920–2150 BC. Thus the Orthodox Chronology discounts the biblical pre- and post-chronology and places Dynasties One through Five (and the first ruler of the 6th Dynasty) as pre-flood. A discussion of the merits of the Orthodox Egyptian Chronology appears in appendix six. The Orthodox Egyptian Chronology is presented in appendix seven, with further discussion as to its merit. Then, in appendix eight, a New Egyptian Chronology is presented, with discussion as to its merit. The New Egyptian Chronology is supported by several modern scholars.

[In the original Hollingsworth manuscript, the chronological table for the Orthodox Egyptian Chronology was inserted between the dates 1527/1526 BC and 1510 BC. The suggested New Chronology was placed in an appendix. These Chronologies are lengthy. So as not to disrupt the flow of the chronological table, the Editor has placed the Orthodox and the New chronologies in appendices seven and eight, and has placed a reference to these appendices within the table following the 1527/1526 entry, where they originally appeared.

[The suggested New Egyptian Chronology has many historical synchronizations between Egypt’s history and Israel’s history which support the New Egyptian Chronology. Some of these synchrinizations are indicated in the Chronology table.]

With the corrections made in this Chronology to the Dynasty list in Egypt (see appendix eight), not less than the 4th Dynasty onward are “Post-Flood” in their time frame. Stewart believes that when all of the data is in, and the necessary corrections have been made, all in Egypt’s dynastic period will be Post-Flood. In part, Stewart has drawn this conclusion because all of the “non-calibrated Carbon-14 dates” translate to Post-Flood time after 2300 BC (Stewart, Solving, 343). 





	Arphaxad

	2296 BC

	His birth when Shem was 100 years old, two years after the Flood was over. Genesis 11:11–13; 1 Chronicles 1:17, 24; Luke 3:36.




	Cainan

	????

	His name appears in Luke 3:36, but is probably an interpolation.




	Salah/Shelah

	2261 BC

	His birth when Arphaxad was 35 years old. Genesis 11:12–15; 1 Chronicles 1:18, 24; Luke 3:35.




	
	
	[Hollingsworth has not listed every name in the genealogies of Genesis 10, 11, but focused on the generations leading to Abraham.]




	Eber

	2231 BC

	His birth when Salah was 30 years old. Genesis 11:14–17; 1 Chronicles 1:18, 25; Luke 3:35. Some linguists suggest that Eber’s name might be the source of the word “Hebrew” in Genesis 14:13.




	Peleg

	2197 BC

	His birth when Eber was 34 years old. Genesis 11:16–19; 1 Chronicles 1:19, 25; Luke 3:35.




	Reu

	2167 BC

	His birth when Peleg was 30 years old. Genesis 11:18–21; 1 Chronicles 1:25; Luke 3:35.




	Serug

	2135 BC

	His birth when Reu was 32 years old. Genesis 11:20–23; 1 Chronicles 1:26; Luke 3:35.




	Nahor

	2105 BC

	His birth when Serug was 30 years old. Genesis 11:22–25; 1 Chronicles 1:26; Luke 3:34.




	Terah

	2076 BC

	His birth when Nahor was 29 years old. Genesis 11:24–32; 12:4; 1 Chronicles 1:26; Luke 3:34.




	Terah

	2006 BC

	The oldest of Terah’s three sons was born when when Terah was 70 years old. Genesis 11:26.




	Peleg

	1958 BC

	His death at age 239. Genesis 11:19.




	Nahor

	1957 BC

	His death at age 148. Genesis 11:25.




	Noah

	1949/1948 BC

	His death at age 950. Genesis 9:29.




	
	
	See Appendix Four, Prophetic Significance of the Patriarchs From Noah.




	Abraham

	1946 BC

	
His birth at Ur of the Chaldees, based on his leaving Haran at age 75 when Terah died, Genesis 11:26–31; 12:4–5; 1 Chronicles 1:27; Luke 3:34; Acts 7:2–4. 

[Terah was 205 when he died, Genesis 11:32, making him 130 when Abraham was born, making Abram/Abraham, though mentioned first at Genesis 11:26, the youngest of Terah’s three children. Lot, Abraham’s nephew, being the son of Abraham’s oldest brother, may have been older than Abraham, explaining why Abraham gave Lot the first choice of grazing land, Genesis 13:8–11.] 

From the time of Abraham until the Exodus, Stewart [Solving, 40] presents 436 points of historical and scientific synchronism that confirm the biblical record.





	Abraham

	1946–1876 BC

	Lived in Ur of the Chaldees where he was steeped in Babylonian and Elamite culture (Stewart, Solving, 49).




	Sarah

	1936 BC

	Her birth, based on her being ten years younger than Abraham. Genesis 17:17.




	Reu

	1928 BC

	His death at age 239. Genesis 11:21.




	Serug

	1905 BC

	His death at age 230. Genesis 11:23.




	Chedorlaomer

	1876–1863 BC

	This king led an alliance of kings against five cities in southern Canaan, including Sodom and Gomorrah, and made them pay tribute. They faithfully paid their tribute for twelve years, and then rebelled sometime during the thirteenth year. Genesis 14:1–4. 




	Abraham

	ca. 1876 BC

	He first received the Abrahamic covenant while living in Ur of the Chaldees, Genesis 11:31; 12:1–3; 15:7; Joshua 24:2–3; Nehemiah 9:7; Acts 7:2–4. The family started out for the Promised Land, but stopped in Haran for a period of about five years, possibly owing to poor health on the part of Terah, who was near the end of his life. The Old Akkadian Period in Mesopotamia (2360–2180 BC) was pro-semitic; the Sumerian Period in Mesopotamia (2070–1960 BC) was anti-semitic. It is possible this anti-semitism had something to do with helping Terah, Abraham, and their family to make the decision to obey God’s call to move westward. (Stewart, Solving, 40.)




	Terah

	1871 BC

	His death at age 205 in Haran. Genesis 11:31–32.




	Abraham

	1871 BC

	
Abraham left Haran at age 75 after his father died (Genesis 12:4; Acts 7:4), and he went to Canaan. Sometimes the writings of Josephus are cited as proof that half of Israel’s sojourn was in Canaan, and half in Egypt. But honesty demands we quote Josephus accurately. In Antiquities, 2.9.1, Josephus lends strong support to the sojourn in Egypt being 430 years in length. In Antiquities 2.15.2, he lends support to the other view, that 215 years of Israel’s sojourn was in Canaan, and 215 years was in Egypt. Therefore we conclude that the history of Josephus does not give a definitive solution for our problem. 

Exodus 12:40 states the dwelling (môšāb) of the children of Israel, who stayed (yāšab) in Egypt, was 430 years. As noted in the discussion immediately preceding the chronological table, the 430 years began when Abraham left Ur, and the stay (yāšab) in Egypt was 210 years. (Stewart, Solving, 29, 31–34, 38, 40.)

Galatians 3:16 is helpful for this discussion. There Paul tells us that the Abrahamic Covenant was for Abraham and his seed, and 3:17 indicates the Abrahamic Covenant was confirmed 430 years before the giving of the Mosaic law. And, indeed, that was the case: 1876 BC – 430 years = 1446 BC, the very year that the children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai. 





	Abraham

	ca. 1870 BC

	Abraham’s journey into Egypt. On the journey Abraham told the reigning pharaoh that Sarah was his sister. In fact, she was his half-sister, Genesis 20:12. This event occurred about 40 years before the start of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt. We must conclude that the pharaoh involved was one of the minor rulers of the 9th Dynasty, who ruled all in Egypt from Heracleopolis, but at present no one can determine which particular ruler of the 9th Dynasty. 




	Lot

	ca. 1863 BC

	In Lot’s time, what is now the Dead Sea was a gorgeous valley, Genesis 13:10–11. “The Jordan River flowed through the valley, and disappeared into numerous crevices below ground . . . Eventually the crevices tightened and the valley became a huge lake, as it is today. Every day the Jordan River pours seven million tons of water into the Dead Sea”  (Stewart, Solving, 40).




	Chedorlaomer

	ca. 1862 BC

	In the fourteenth year, Kedor-Laomer (Kudur-Mabuk in the records of Elam) led an alliance of kings against the five cities in southern Canaan (namely Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela, i.e., Zoar), to bring them back under submission (Stewart, Solving¸ 40). They conquered the area once again, and carried off a great deal of plunder and many captives, including Abraham’s nephew Lot (Genesis 14:5–12). Abraham and his servants came to the rescue, and won a great victory, recovering all that was taken (Genesis 14:13–16). 




	
	
	See Appendix Five, Historicity of Kings in Genesis 14:1.




	Abraham

	1861 BC

	He took Hagar as his concubine after dwelling in Canaan 10 years (1871–1861 BC), Genesis 16:3.




	Ishmael

	1860 BC

	His birth near Kadesh when Abraham was 86 years of age. Genesis 16:15–16.




	Arphaxad

	1858 BC

	His death at age 438. Genesis 11:3.




	Abraham

	1847 BC

	When Abraham was 99 years old YHWH appeared to him (probably as the Angel of YHWH) to re-confirm the Abrahamic Covenant. Genesis 17:1–8; 18:1–3.




	Two angels. Sodom and Gomorrah.

	1847 BC

	
Two angels rescued Lot, his wife, and two of his daughters from Sodom and Gomorrah before YHWH destroyed these cities, Genesis 19:12–25, by raining down sulfur, Genesis 19:24. Stewart (Solving, 67) notes there are no volcanoes in the area of the Dead Sea, and posits a comet as the “more logical choice” for the source of the sulfur. [God may have worked mediately by using a comet or some other natural source, but Genesis 19:24 leads me to believe he worked immediately, i.e., omnipotence being the instrument of God’s volition.] 

In secular history, cities that may have been Sodom and Gomorrah disappear from the historical record about this time. These cities are probably the archaeological sites that were discovered AD 1989–1995 by Ron Wyatt on the plain to the west of the Dead Sea, above where the Valley of Sidim lay, which are now inundated by the southern part of the Dead Sea. Genesis 10:19; 13:12; 14:8 (Stewart, Solving, 55). 

The ancient historian Strabo (64 BC–AD 24), Geography, 16.2.44, said “the local inhabitants [assert] there were once thirteen inhabited cities [located] “near Masada” in that region of which Sodom was the metropolis.” Masada overlooks the western shore of the Dead Sea. The plain on which these “cities of the plain” (Genesis 19:17, 25) were located was above the “Vale of Sidim” (Genesis 13:12; 14:8), on the western shore of the Dead Sea. (See also Anchor Bible Dictionary, s. v. “Sodom and Gomorrah.”)





	Abraham

	1847 BC

	He was circumcised at age ninety-nine. Genesis 17:23–27.




	Ishmael

	1847 BC

	He was circumcised at age thirteen. Genesis 17:23–27.




	Abraham

	ca. 1847 BC

	Abraham’s journey south to Gerar, where he told King Abimelech of the Philistines that Sarah was his sister. In fact, she was his half-sister, Genesis 20:12. This event was about fifteen years before the start of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Abraham

	1846 BC

	He was now 100 years old. Genesis 21:2, 5; Romans 4:19.




	Isaac

	1846 BC

	His birth when Ishmael was fourteen years old, Abraham was 100 years old, and Sarah was ninety years old. Genesis 21:2, 5; 1 Chronicles 1:28, 34; Luke 3:34; Matthew 1:2.




	Montuhotep I

	ca. 1831–1825 BC

	The founder and first Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt in Thebes. This dynasty was a rival to the 10th Dynasty which ruled from Heracleopolis.




	Salah

	1828 BC

	His death at age 433. Genesis 11:15.




	Inyotef I Sehertawy

	ca. 1825–1815 BC

	The second Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Inyotef II Wahankh

	ca. 1815–1776 BC

	The third Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Sarah

	1809 BC

	Her death at age 127. Genesis 23:1; cf. 25:20.




	Isaac

	1806 BC

	His marriage to Rebekah at the age of forty. Genesis 25:20.




	[Abraham]

	[ca. 1805]

	[Abraham marries Keturah and has six children with her. Genesis 25:1–6.]




	Shem

	1797 BC

	His death at age 600. Genesis 11:10–11.




	Esau & Jacob

	1786 BC

	Fraternal twins, born when Isaac was sixty years of age. Genesis 25:26; 1 Chronicles 1:34; Luke 3:34; Matthew 1:2.




	Inyotef III Nakhtnebtepnefer

	ca. 1776–1758 BC

	The fourth Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Abraham

	1771 BC

	His death at age 175. Genesis 25:7–8.




	Eber

	1767 BC

	His death at age 464. Genesis 11:17.




	Isaac

	ca. 1776 BC

	His journey south to Gerar, where he told King Abimelech of the Philistines that Rebekah was his sister. Genesis 26:1–11.




	Montuhotep II Nebhepetre

	ca. 1758–1707 BC

	The fifth Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Esau

	1745 BC

	Married two Hittite wives, Judith and Basemath. Genesis 26:34.




	Montuhotep II Nebhepetre

	ca. 1737 BC

	This Egyptian Pharaoh defeated the rival rulers of the Heracleopolitan 10th Dynasty and reunited Egypt, thus founding the Middle Kingdom in Egypt (ca. 1737–1443 BC).




	Ishmael

	1723 BC

	His death at age 137. Genesis 25:17.




	Jacob

	1709 BC

	Arrived at Padan Aram where he began his sojourn with Laban at age seventy-seven. His age in 1709 BC is based on his son Joseph’s age as a government official in Egypt compared to Jacob’s age when he traveled down to Egypt to live out his life. Genesis 28:2–29:19–20; 30:25–26; 31:38, 41; 41:46–47, 54; 45:11; 47:9.




	Montuhotep II Sankhkare

	ca. 1707–1695 BC

	The sixth Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Jacob

	1703/1702 BC

	Married Leah at age eighty-four, Genesis 29:21–26. His marriage to Rachel came one week later, Genesis 29:27–29. Then Jacob served Laban seven years to pay for Rachel as his second wife. Genesis 29:30.




	Reuben

	ca. 1702 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was eighty-four years old. Genesis 29:31–32; 1 Chronicles 2:1.




	Simeon

	ca. 1701 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was eighty-five years old. Genesis 29:33; 1 Chronicles 2:1.




	Levi

	ca. 1700 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was eighty-six years old. Genesis 29:34; 1 Chronicles 2:1.




	Judah

	ca. 1699 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was eighty-seven years old. Genesis 29:35; 1 Chronicles 2:1; Luke 3:33; Matthew 1:2.




	Dan

	ca. 1699 BC

	His birth to Bilhah when Jacob was eighty-seven years old. Genesis 30:1–6; 1 Chronicles 2:2.




	Naphtali

	ca. 1698 BC

	His birth to Bilhah when Jacob was eighty-eight years old. Genesis 30:7–8; 1 Chronicles 2:2.




	Gad

	ca. 1698 BC

	His birth to Zilpah when Jacob was eighty-eight years old. Genesis 30:9–11; 1 Chronicles 2:2.




	Asher

	ca. 1697 BC

	His birth to Zilpah when Jacob was eighty-nine years old. Genesis 30:12–13; 1 Chronicles 2:2.




	Issachar

	ca. 1697 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was eighty-nine years old. Genesis 30:16–18; 1 Chronicles 2:1.




	Zebulun

	ca. 1696 BC

	His birth to Leah when Jacob was ninety years old. Genesis 30:19–20; 1 Chronicles 2:1.




	Joseph

	ca. 1696/1695 BC

	His birth to Rachel in Padan Aram when Jacob was ninety-one years old, and Isaac was 151 years old. Genesis 30:22–24; 35:24; 41:46–54; 45:6; 50:22, 26; 1 Chronicles 2:2.




	Jacob

	ca. 1696/1695 BC

	Ended his fourteen years of labor for his wives. Genesis 29:30; 30:25–26.




	MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

	ca. 1695–1217 BC

	The re-dated time for this era of civilization, based on the New Chronology for Egypt.




	Mentuhotep IV Nebtawyre

	ca. 1695–1688/1687 BC

	The seventh and last Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty in Egypt.




	Jacob

	ca. 1695 BC

	Made a covenant to work with Laban for wages, which wages were then changed ten times. Genesis 30:25–31:42.




	Dinah

	ca. 1694 BC

	Her birth to Leah in Padan Aram. Genesis 30:21.




	Jacob

	ca. 1689 BC

	He took his family and left Laban after twenty years to return to Shechem. Laban caught up with Jacob’s entourage at Mt. Gilead, some 275 miles from Haran. The Mizpah Covenant was enacted. Genesis 31:41–50; 33:18.




	
Amenemhet I Sehetepibre 

Queen Neferitatenent


	ca. 1688/1687–1657 BC

	
The former Prime Minister of Mentuhotep IV Nebtawyre (Nebtowy), last Pharaoh of the 11th Dynasty. Amenemhet I (Ammenemes) established the 12th Dynasty in Egypt, ruling for thirty years overall. These kings in Egypt used the accession-year system to number the years of their reign. In 1667 BC Amenemhet I survived a failed assassination attempt.

(The dates in the table for the reign of Amenemhet I and all the 12th Dynasty kings reflect minor adjustments to the Orthodox Egyptian Chronology accepted by many scholars. Stewart (Solving, 40, 72) has offered many synchronizations which confirm that the adjusted dates of the New Chronology (used in this table) for the reigns in Egyptian kings from 1688–1443 BC is the correct dating.) 

Amenemhet I moved the capital from Thebes to a new city, Itjtawy, north of Goshen in Egypt. He also built the city of Bubastis in the Delta region. Itjtawy has been wrongly identified as El Lisht at Lake Moeris, which is actually the cemetery city of the 12th Dynasty, across from which are built most of their pyramids (Stewart, Solving¸ 209). Itjtawy had to be in the Delta region in Egypt, close to the land of Goshen, but not in Goshen, Genesis 45:10; 46:28–29. Two biblical facts make this location certain. One, Pharaoh’s daughter was bathing near the palace when she found Moses in the bulrushes of the Nile, Exodus 2:1–10. Two, during Moses’ encounters with Pharaoh (to let the Israelites go), Moses walked daily from Goshen to the nearby capital, showing that the capital was still in that same location (eighty years later) where Pharaoh’s daughter had discovered him in the Nile, Exodus 7:15; 8:20. 

The Bible says that it was upon Zoan where the plagues fell, Psalm 78:42–43. Since Zoan in Hebrew is taken from the Egyptian word Djanet, from which comes the word Tanis, we may conclude that Tanis, Zoan, and Itjtawy refer to the same place.





	Jacob

	ca. 1689–1679 BC

	Jacob’s family lived in Shechem. Genesis 33:18–20.




	Gershon

	ca. 1680–1670 BC

	His birth to Levi. Exodus 6:16.




	Dinah

	ca. 1679 BC

	Her rape experience at about age fifteen. Simeon would have been about twenty-two years of age, and Levi about twenty-one years of age, when they wrought their revenge. Genesis 34:1–2, 25.




	Benjamin

	ca. 1679 BC

	His birth to Rachel, who died in childbirth. Genesis 35:16–20; 1 Chronicles 2:2




	Jacob

	ca. 1679 BC

	His life was thoroughly traumatized: Dinah was raped; Simeon and Levi became mass murderers; the nanny named Deborah died (Genesis 35:8); Rachel died in childbirth; Benjamin was born; a year later Joseph was sold into slavery and Jacob was tricked into thinking he was dead (Genesis 37:28).




	Judah

	ca. 1679 BC

	His marriage to the daughter of Shua. Genesis 38:1–2 




	Joseph

	ca. 1678 BC

	Sold into slavery at age seventeen, about eleven years after the return to Canaan, Genesis 37:2, 28, 36. From ca. 1678–1466 BC, Joseph, then Jacob and his family were in Egypt. The 232 year time frame has been proved by comparisons of monument inscriptions, the chronology of the Turin Canon (a document from the time of Ramesses II, ca. 932–866 BC) and by the chronology of Manetho (an Egyptian priest of the third century before Christ). (Stewart, Solving, 35, 38.)




	Kohath

	ca. 1678–1668 BC

	His birth to Levi. Exodus 6:16.




	Er

	ca. 1678 BC

	His birth to Judah. Genesis 38:3.




	Onan

	ca. 1677 BC

	His birth to Judah. Genesis 38:4.




	Merari

	ca. 1676–1666 BC

	His birth to Levi. Exodus 6:16.




	Shelah

	ca. 1675 BC

	His birth to Judah. Exodus 6:16.




	Joseph

	ca. 1671 BC

	His unjust imprisonment (Genesis 39:20; 41:1; Psalm 105:17–20). His master, Potiphar, had been captain of the guard (Genesis 39:1). The prison in which Joseph was incarcerated was under the captain of the guard (Genesis 40:3). So it is possible that Potiphar had Joseph in this particular prison out of doubt over his wife’s allegations of wrong doing, and used this as a means of keeping watch over Joseph to protect him somewhat. It is equally possible that Potiphar placed Joseph in this particular prison to make certain he suffered as much torment as possible (Psalm 105:17–20). (Stewart, Solving, 35, 38, 70.)




	Amenemhet I

	ca. 1667 BC

	There was a failed assassination attempt against this first Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty in Egypt. Apparently, while his son was on a military expedition, his palace servants and officials attempted to kill him (Stewart, Solving, 72–73). This is likely the time when “the butler and the baker” were imprisoned, assuming they were thought to be guilty of participation in the conspiracy. The Pharaoh survived the attempt on his life, but was severely wounded. Unable to handle fully the details of government for the last ten years of his life, he brought his son Sesostris I to the throne as co-regent. It is further believed that the Vizier of Amenemhet I was a leader in the attempted coup d’etat, or at least a participant in it, because the office of Vizier was vacant from that time until Joseph was appointed to the position (Stewart, Solving, 79). The previous Vizier was Khenty-bau, likely involved in the assassination attempt, and executed (Stewart, Solving, 76).




	
Sesostris I/Senusret I/Sen-Wosret Kheperkare 

Sister-wife-Queen Neferu


	ca. 1667–1657 BC 

	Sesostris I became the co-regent Pharaoh in Egypt for ten years, confirmed by the Intef Stela (Courville, Exodus Problem). He began his reign as the ruler who freed and restored the butler (literally, the “cup-bearer) while executing the baker who had been imprisoned with Joseph. But Joseph was forgotten, and spent two more years in prison. Genesis 40:23; 41:1. 




	Isaac

	1666 BC

	His death at age 180. Genesis 35:28–29.




	Joseph

	1665 BC

	
He became Vizier (literally, “seal-bearer”) in Egypt at age thirty and was given the name Zaphenath-Paneah. The new name meant he had something to do with being a “Revealer of Secrets,” or it might mean “Interpreter of the Chief of the Gods.” Zephenat is the Hebrew for the Egyptian name “Djed(u)en-ef, meaning, “he who is called.” Pa’aneah is Hebrew for the Egyptian Ipi or IPU, and ankh or ankhu, meaning, “life, alive.” Thus his full name meant “He who is called Ipiankhu” (Stewart, Solving, 35, 38, 70, 91, 108/9, 117). Another variant would be Ishpiankhu, meaning, “Joseph lives” (Rohl, Pharaohs, 349–350). 

A year into his administration, Joseph traveled to Heliopolis (literally, “Sun City,” in modern times a suburb of northern Cairo on the edge of the delta, Stewart, Solving, 113) to supervise the construction of a new temple, which is where he would have met Asenath, his future wife, Genesis 41:1, 39–46. Joseph was seventeen years old when he came to Egypt (Genesis 37:2), thirty years old when he was appointed Vizier (Genesis 41:46), and lived in Egypt for eighty years after he was appointed Vizier, dying at the age of 110, Genesis 50:22.





	Egypt

	1665–1659 BC

	The years of plenty in Egypt, Genesis 41:46–48, 53. There is an inscription on the wall of the tomb of Khnumhotep, a Governor under Pharaoh Sesostris I,  that shows a tally being made of quantities of grain to be stored in a granary (Stewart, Solving, 35, 83, 91–93), Genesis 41:49. This is a capacity that Khnumhotep was fulfilling during the exact time of the years of plenty in Egypt. From that time forward, one-fifth of the produce of the land became the property of the Pharaoh, Genesis 47:13–16.




	Joseph

	ca. 1664/1663 BC

	His marriage to Asenath, daughter of Potiphera, a priest of On, Genesis 41:45. The Testament of Joseph (section 18) and Josephus both claimed that Potiphera was the same person as Potipher, who had been Joseph’s master (Antiquities, 2.6.1, footnote). But this conclusion seems unlikely.




	Manasseh

	ca. 1663/1662 BC

	His birth to Joseph, Genesis 41:50–51.




	Joseph Canal

	ca. 1662–1658 BC

	Egyptian officials dug Lake Moeris to store water, and a canal to it from the Nile River. This canal is still labeled on many maps as “The Joseph Canal.” (Stewart, Solving, 71, 100, 123, 125.)




	Ephraim

	ca. 1661/1660 BC

	His birth to Joseph, Genesis 41:52.




	Er

	ca. 1660 BC

	His marriage to Tamar when he was about eighteen years of age. He was killed by God for his wickedness. Genesis 38:6–7.




	Onan

	ca. 1660/1659 BC

	His Levirate marriage to Tamar at about age seventeen or eighteen, and his rejection of her as wife, for which wickedness God killed him. Genesis 38:8–10.




	Shelah

	ca. 1660/1659 BC

	He was withheld from Levirate marriage with Tamar because he was too young. Genesis 38:11.




	Judah

	ca. 1659/1658 BC

	Thinking she was a prostitute, Judah had a relationship with his daughter-in-law, Tamar. Genesis 38:12–19.




	Egypt

	1658–1652 BC

	The years of famine in Egypt, Genesis 41:54; 45:6–8; 47:13–20, 23–26. All the countries round about sent emissaries to Egypt to buy grain, Genesis 41:56–57. The Pharaoh increased his wealth so phenomenally that he was able to finance incredible building projects all over the country. “At least 35 sites, from Alexandria on the Mediterranean coast to Aswan on the first cataract of the Nile, have yielded buildings or other monuments of King Sesostris I. There was hardly a temple of any importance in Upper or Lower Egypt that was not enlarged or embellished by the great Pharaoh” (Stewart, Solving, 38, 131, 137–138). 




	Perez and Zerah

	ca. 1658/1657 BC

	The twins were born to Judah and Tamar. Genesis 38:27–30.




	
Sesostris I Kheperkare 

Sister-wife Queen Neferu


	ca. 1657–1621 BC

	Sesostris I ruled with his father Amenemhet I as co-regent for ten years (ca. 1667–1657). Upon the death of his father (30th year of his reign, confirmed by the Tale of Sinuhe), Sesostris I became sole ruler as the second Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty in Egypt. The total reign of Sesostris I lasted from the co-regency (ca. 1667) until his death in 1621 BC, a period of forty-six years (Stewart, Solving).




	Joseph’s Brothers

	1657 BC

	They made their first trip to Egypt to buy food, Genesis 42:1–2, a round trip of over 400 miles. 




	Joseph’s Brothers

	1656 BC

	They made their second trip to Egypt to buy food during the second year of the famine. Genesis 45:6, 11.




	Jacob

	1656 BC

	
Moved to Egypt 210 years before the Exodus at age 130, in the second year of the famine, Genesis 45:6; 47:9. The family settled in Goshen (Masoretic Text) a.k.a. Kessan (Septuagint text). Genesis 47:11, 27 defines the location as district of Rameses and a region of Goshen. Goshen was a valley over thirty miles long, extending from the Nile River to Lake Timsah; it was one in Egypt’s richest farming areas. During the famine, Egyptian citizens lost all their money (Genesis 47:13–14), then their livestock (Genesis 47:15–17), then their land ownership (Genesis 47:18–20). But the children of Israel had their money returned (Genesis 42:35; 44:1), they received provisions and clothing (Genesis 45:21–24), they were given special employment by Pharaoh (Genesis 47:5–6), they were given their own land (Genesis 47:11), and their wealth was multiplied (Genesis 47:27). 

Sometimes Bible students make the mistake of equating “sojourning” with “suffering.” But, it must be remembered that a number of years of the sojourn in Egypt were quite pleasant for Jacob and his descendants. Archaeologists have discovered a Syrian-style mansion at Avaris in Egypt, which may possibly have been Jacob’s home (Rohl, Pharaohs). When Moses wrote Genesis 47:11, he referred to Goshen as “the land of Ramesses,” the name by which it was known at the time of his writing, not the name by which it necessarily was known when Jacob lived there.





	Jacob’s Family

	1656 BC

	
Genesis 46:26 states sixty-six people “went with Jacob to Egypt,” defining those sixty-six persons as those “who came came from his body,” i.e., his sons and their children. Genesis 46:27 states, “All the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were seventy,” and Exodus 1:5, states, “All those [who went to Egypt] who were descendants of Jacob were seventy persons.” Acts 7:14–15, quoting the Septuagint, states seventy-five persons went into Egypt. None of Jacob’s wives and daughter’s-in-law are included in any of these numbers.

How does one account for these apparent discrepancies? Those persons who accompanied Jacob into Egypt are counted as follows (Genesis 46:8–25). Of the children of Leah: Reuben and his offspring, Hanoch, Pal, Hezron, and Carmi; Simeon and his offspring, Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul; Levi and his offspring, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; Judah and his offspring, Shelah, the toddlers Perez and Zerah, and grandsons yet to be born, Hezron and Hamul who would take the place of Judah’s dead sons Er and Onan; Issachar and his offspring, Tola, Puvah, Job, Shimron; Zebulon and his offspring, Sered, Elon, and Jahleel; and Jacob’s daughter Dinah. Of the children of Zilpah: Gad and his offspring, Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli; Asher and his offspring, Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, his grandsons Hener and Malchiel, and his daughter Serah. Of the children of Bilhah: Dan and his offspring, Hushim; Naphtali and his offspring, Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. Of the children of Rachel: Benjamin and his offspring, most of whom would be born after the descent into Egypt, since Benjamin was only twenty-three years old at the time of this trip. Benjamin’s offspring included Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. These add to 66 persons. The additional four persons raising the count to the seventy of Genesis 46:27 and Exodus 1:5, were Jacob himself, his son Joseph, born of Rachel, and Joseph’s two sons “born to him in Egypt.” The total number of persons who went with Jacob into Egypt was sixty-six persons, and the total number of persons who went into Egypt was seventy persons. 

Acts 7:14–15, quoting the Septuagint, states seventy-five persons went into Egypt. Most scholars believe the additional five persons included Manasseh’s son and grandson, Machir and Gilead, who would be born later (Numbers 26:29), and Ephraim’s sons, Shuthelah, Becher, and Tahan (Numbers 26:35). 

Of the number seventy Morris said, “The number seventy seems to have been associated in a particular way with the nation of Israel ever since the time when these seventy apparently became its official founders. (Note Deuteronomy 32:8, which suggests that this number was tied to the seventy other nations of the world first established by God, as listed in Genesis 10,) . . . There were seventy ‘elders’ (Numbers 11:16), seventy years of captivity (2 Chronicles 36:21), seventy “weeks” [better translated seventy “sevens”] determined on the people of Israel to finish the transgression [and, “to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness”] (Daniel 9:24), seventy translators of the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament into Greek, seventy members pf the Sanhedrin in the days of Christ, and seventy witnesses to Israel sent by Christ (Luke 10:1)” (Henry Morris, The Genesis Record, 633).





	Jacob

	1639 BC

	His death in Egypt at age 147. Genesis 47:9, 28; 49:33.




	Joseph

	ca. 1635 BC

	He may have built an Egyptian-style palace for his retirement over the place where the old Syrian-style mansion (that may have been Jacob’s) formerly had been. Archaeologists have discovered such a place (Rohl, Pharaohs).




	Amenemhet II Nubkaure

	ca. 1625–1621 BC

	Became the co-regent Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty in Egypt for four years with his father, Sesostris I. The Stela of Waweto confirms that the forty-fourth year of Sesostris I (ca. 1624 BC) equaled the second year of Amenemhet II.




	
Amenemhet II Nubkaure 

Queen Senet 


	ca. 1621–1587 BC

	The third Pharaoh of the Twelfth Dynasty in Egypt. Counting from the co-regency he ruled for a total of thirty-eight years. 




	Hezron

	ca. 1618 BC

	His birth to Perez. 1 Chronicles 2:5; Luke 3:33; Matthew 1:3.




	Sesostris II Khakheperre

	ca. 1590–1587

	Became the co-regent Pharaoh in Egypt for three years with his father Amenemhet II. The inscription of Hapu confirms that the thirty-sixth year of Amenemhet II (cs. 1590 BC) equaled the first year of Sesostris II.




	
Sesostris II Khakheperre and 

Queen Khenmetneferhedjet


	ca. 1587–1542 BC

	The fourth Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty in Egypt, ruling (including his co-regency) for a total of forty-eight years. There are no inscriptions or stela to confirm his reign of forty-eight years. The count of forty-eight years comes from the Egyptian historian Manetho. However, the duration of his reign does fit within what is known of the reigns of preceding and succeeding kings of the 12th Dynasty. 




	Joseph

	1585 BC

	His death at age 110, about fifty-four years after the death of his father Jacob. Genesis 50:22, 26.




	Amram and Jochebed 

	ca. 1585–1570 BC

	Amram’s birth as a descendant of Kohath; Jochebed’s birth as a descendant of Levi and Kohath. Exodus 6:20; Numbers 26:59.




	Ram

	ca. 1578 BC

	His birth to Hezron. 1 Chronicles 2:9; Luke 3:33; Matthew 1:3.




	Levi

	ca. 1563 BC

	His death at age 137. Exodus 6:16.




	Kohath

	ca. 1545/1544 BC

	His death at age 133. Exodus 6:18; Numbers 26:59.




	
Sesostris III Khakaure Netcher Kheperre and 

Queen Khenmetneferhedjet Weret


	ca. 1542–1498

	
The fifth Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty in Egypt, He ruled for about forty-three years. There are no inscriptions or stela to confirm his forty-three year reign. Statues of Sesostris III have been discovered that show him in his twenties, his forties, and his early seventies, so a reign of forty-plus years is quite feasible. A date recently discovered in his mortuary temple can be coordinated to the thirty-ninth year of his reign. A date of July 15, 1535 BC for the seventh year of his reign has been coordinated with astronomical and biblical data, confirming his reign began in 1542 (Stewart, Solving, 359). 

He is thought to be the Pharaoh who did not know Joseph, Exodus 1:8, because he came to the throne forty-three  years after Joseph’s death. The Egyptian historian Manetho describes him as an immoral and cruel man, very big at 6’6” tall, whose reign was a tremendous reversal in behavior from his predecessors. “Sesostris III headed Egypt on a downward spiral to moral corruption and eventually to economic and political destruction” (Stewart, Solving, 167, 196–197).

Sesostris III’s daughter rescued Moses from the bulrushes of the Nile River (Acts 7:20–22), making Sesostris the foster grandfather of Moses. According to the history written by Artapanus (Peri Ioudaion) [“Concerning the Jews”], Moses’ stepfather was Khaneferre (the Greek Khenephres). Evidence is being sought to discover if this might have been one of the names used by Sesostris III. 





	Amminadab

	ca. 1538 BC

	His birth to Ram. 1 Chronicles 2:10; Luke 3:33; Matthew 1:4.




	Sesostris III Khakaure

	ca. 1534–1529 BC

	
Based on preserved statements from his own writings, Sesostris III (reigned ca. 1542–1498 BC) had an intense hatred of all foreigners. Sometime during ca. 1534–1529 BC he enslaved the Israelite nation to build for him with bricks made with straw. Archaeologists have confirmed that Sesostris III used such bricks rather than stone—which cannot be said of any of the Pharaoh’s traditionally accepted by Egyptologists as Pharaohs of the biblical oppression which ultimately led to the Exodus. 

On the Stela of Mentuemhat (Stewart, Solving, 198–199, 227), Sesostris III’s general Mentuemhat pleased his king by “mastering the insurgents of Asia, the rebels of the northern territories.” Palestine and Syria were not northern territories in Egypt at this time. Therefore the stela did not commemorate conquering Palestine and enslaving Canaanites. The “insurgents of Asia” were from Asia, living in the northern territories in Egypt. “Mastering” these foreigners means “he enslaved them.” 

Nor does the stela refer to enslaving the Israelis living in Goshen. Israel’s taskmasters, Exodus 1:11, were “policemen,” not military men. [The English “taskmasters” translates two words: śar and mas. Harris et al., said (s. v. 2295a) “śar” in this context means “master,” and “mas” (s. v. 1218) in this context means “involuntary, unpaid labor.” Cole, Exodus, 54, said the “taskmasters” were Egyptian officials overseeing the involuntary, unpaid labor of the Israelites. These “taskmasters” were not General Mentuemhat’s soldiers, and therefore the Israelites were not invaders, but were resident aliens conscripted into forced labor to crush their spirit and weaken them physically in an attempt to control their numbers, Exodus 1:9–10.] 

The Execration Texts, which are dated to the time of Sesostris III and his son, reveal Sesostris’ hostility in many ways. Even his own people (the Egyptians) were objects of his wrath because of his autocratic nature (Stewart, Solving, 171, 173–174). The Complaints of Khakheperre-Sonb, priest of On, address the numerous domestic (i.e., internal, national) problems that were caused by the policies of Sesostris III. He was the Pharaoh who first constructed Raamses [a.k.a. Rameses, Ramesses] as a storage (supply) city, Exodus 1:11, 500 years before the reign of Pharaoh Ramses II [a.k.a. Ramesses; Rameses] of the 19th Dynasty. The storage cities were built because Sesostris III feared invasion by the Asiatics of Canaan (Stewart, Solving, 197, 200). Later (1330 BC), the Hyksos would build their capital city, Avaris, over the ruins of the old city of Raamses. 

Why did God allow Israel to be enslaved? They had become idolaters, worshiping Egypt’s demon god that was represented in the shape of a goat or satyr [“goat idol,” Harris et al., s. v. 2274e], Leviticus 17:7; Joshua 24:14; Ezekiel 20:6–8. Sesostris III became “the rod of God’s punishment” (Stewart, Solving, 179–180). Yet, as the Egyptians discovered, the worse the conditions of Israel’s slavery, the more Israel seemed to flourish, Exodus 1:12–14.





	Miriam bat Amram

	ca. 1533 BC

	Moses’ sister. Her birth to Amram and Jochebed in Egypt, based on her being old enough to watch over the baby Moses, who was alone in the ark in the Nile River. Exodus 2:4; Numbers 26:59.




	Aaron ben Amram

	ca. 1530/1529 BC

	Moses brother. His birth to Amram and Jochebed in Egypt. Exodus 6:23; 7:7; Numbers 26:59; 33:38–39; 1 Esdras 8:1–2; 2 Esdras 1:1–3.




	Moses ben Amram

	ca. 1526 BC

	His birth to Amram and Jochebed in Egypt, Numbers 26:59; Deuteronomy 34:7; Acts 7:23. (Born in the sixteenth year of Sesostris III, according to Stewart, Solving, 359.) The midwives were expected to throw newborn baby boys, including Moses, into the Nile River to drown. “The worst punishment that an Egyptian could inflict on an enemy was to cast his corpse into crocodile-infested waters, where the body would be devoured . . . Egyptians believed that their bodies must be embalmed and buried in a land-based tomb in order to be raised to eternal life” (Stewart, Solving, 172). But Moses was hidden for three months, Exodus 2:1–10. One of Sesostris’ daughters adopted Moses. Josephus calls her Thermuthis (Antiquities, 2.9.5–7). So far, Thermuthis cannot be associated with a known daughter of Sesostris III. But he had multiple wives and therefore probably had several daughters. [One must also bear in mind that Josephus gives a name provided by Jewish historical tradition.]




	Thermuthis or Merris

	ca. 1527/1526 BC

	
In his work Praeperatio Evangelica (Preparation for the Gospel), 9.27, Eusebius (AD 263–339), a Christian historian, quotes (or perhaps summarizes) from the Jewish historian Artapanus [2nd century BC?], from  his work Peri Ioudaion (Concerning the Jews), about Moses’ rescue from the Nile River by Pharaoh’s daughter. (Another part of Peri Ioudaion which refers to Moses rescue by Pharaoh’s daughter is quoted in Clement of Alexandria’s work, Stromata, 1.23, but does not name the daughter.) Artapanus prepared Peri Ioudaion in Egypt in the late third century BC. He probably had access to ancient temple records, and perhaps the famous library in Alexandria. Artapanus claimed that Merris was the name of the daughter of Pharaoh who rescued and adopted Moses. [Eusebius quotes from Artapanus, “He [Palmanothes] begat a daughter, Merris, whom he betrothed to a certain Chenephres, king of the regions above Memphis (for there were at that time many kings in Egypt); and she being barren took a supposititious child from one of the Jews, and called him Mouses (Moses): but by the Greeks he was called, when grown to manhood, Musaeus.”] 

It is known with certainty that Sesostris III had a daughter named Meryt; could she have been the one who rescued and adopted Moses? Artapanus said Merris married Khenephres [a.k.a. Chenephres] who ruled upper Egypt (Merris’ father ruled in the Delta). This would have been either at the end of the 12th Dynasty, when the kingdom was beginning to fall apart, or during the Second Intermediate Period. Neither Khenephres, nor Merris’ father Palmanothes, has been identified specifically to this time. Unfortunately, the work of Artapanus is considered “very difficult to interpret,” so it cannot be considered definitive. (See Rohl, Pharaohs, 252–253, 255.) 





	
	
	
[Editor’s note: The effect of Egyptian chronology on Old Testament biblical history cannot be underestimated. At least one author (Stewart, Solving) offers 436 synchronizations of historical and biblical facts, many of which are found in Egyptian history. For this reason Hollingsworth prepared two Egyptian chronologies for the reader. The first is the accepted Orthodox Chronology of Egyptian kings. The second is a New Chronology of Egyptian Kings, based on various historical discoveries and biblical history. 

[At this place in the original manuscript Hollingsworth placed the nine pages of the Orthodox Chronology (from 2920–30 BC), plus five pages of detailed discussion, to explain why from 1510 BC forward he had replaced dates from the Orthodox Chronology with corrected dates from the New Chronology. He placed the ten pages of the New Chronology in an appendix.

[I have placed both the Orthodox and New chronologies into appendices so as not to disrupt the historical flow of the chronological table for those readers who may use the table again and again for historical reference. The reader should prepare for the chronology to follow by reviewing the arguments found in appendix six, at the start and end of appendix seven, and at the start of appendix eight. 

[Dates from this point forward regarding Egyptian kings and historical events are from the New Egyptian Chronology.]





	
	
	See Appendix Six, Uncertainties in the Orthodox Egyptian Chronology.




	
	
	See Appendix Seven, Egyptian Dynasties According to the Orthodox Chronology.




	
	
	See Appendix Eight, A Suggested New Chronology for Egyptian Dynasties.




	Eliesheba

	ca. 1510 BC

	The daughter of Amminadab, who would later marry Aaron, Exodus 6:23




	Moses

	ca. 1500 BC

	Moses was highly respected by Pharaoh’s officials and the Egyptian people, Exodus 11:3. His Egyptian name was Mouses. Fact and fiction are inseparably entwined in his early history. He is said to have served Sesostris III as military commander of a campaign against Ethiopa (Nubia). Sesostris III had previously made four such campaigns, in ca. 1533, 1531, 1535, and 1522 BC, so it is clear Nubia was of great concern to him (Stewart, Solving, 227). The Nubians had carried out incursions into Southern Egypt and smaller raids as far north as Memphis. Mouses attacked quickly and unexpectedly, and overwhelmed Ethiopian strongholds, slaughtering a great many people. He besieged the Nubian capital at Kerma, on the bank of the Nile, a fortified city with large walls and ramparts. A daughter of the Nubian king, whose name was Tharbis, is said to have fallen in love with Mouses as she watched him in battle. She offered herself in marriage if a truce could be arranged. Mouses agreed, the treaty was settled, and the marriage consummated. At least one fact may be gleaned out of this story: Moses did have a Cushite (Nubian) wife, Numbers 12:1. Based on the story, Moses was with his Nubian wife at least fourteen to fifteen years before he married Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro the Midianite, Exodus 2:15–21. 




	
Amenemhet III Nimaatre


Queen Hetepi


	ca. 1498–1450 BC

	
The sixth Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty, He ruled forty-eight years. The length of his reign is confirmed by the Turin Canon and the Egyptian historian Manetho. Amenemhet III was a prolific builder of cities, city walls, ramparts, river channels for flood control, and several pyramids at Dahshur and Hawwara.

He was the Pharaoh who attempted to kill Moses, causing Moses to become a fugitive in Midian. Perhaps the real reason Amenemhet III wanted to kill Moses was not because Moses had killed an Egyptian overlord, but because the Pharaoh considered Moses a political threat (Stewart, Solving, 227, 359). Moses/Mouses had accomplished incredible achievements, both militarily and otherwise, that may have led Amenemhet III to question the security of this throne. 





	Joshua ben Nun

	ca. 1491 BC

	His birth in Egypt, Joshua 24:29.




	Nadab ben Aaron

	ca. 1490–1470 BC

	His birth in Egypt to Aaron and Eliesheba, Exodus 6:23; Numbers 26:60.




	Abihu ben Aaron

	ca. 1488–1468 BC

	His birth in Egypt to Aaron and Eliesheba, Exodus 6:23; Numbers 26:60.




	Moses

	ca. 1486 BC

	He left Egypt to become a fugitive in the land of Midian in order to escape the pharaoh who wanted to kill him. In Midian he married Zipporah, daughter of Hobab/Jethro, who was the son of Reuel/Raguel, the priest of Midian, Exodus 2:18, 21; Acts 7:23–30.




	Caleb

	ca. 1486/1485 BC

	His birth in Egypt, Joshua 14:7–10; 1 Chronicles 2:9.




	Eleazar ben Aaron

	ca. 1486–1466 BC

	His birth in Egypt to Aaron and Eliesheba, Exodus 6:23; Numbers 26:60. Eleazar ben Aaron and Ithamar ben Aaron (b. ca. 1484–1464) were Aaron’s remaining sons at Mount Sinai after Nadab and Abihu had been killed by YHWH for offering “strange fire” (Leviticus 10:1–7) before YHWH. Eleazar’s death is recorded in Joshua 24:33, so he survived the wilderness wanderings with Joshua and Caleb. Thus, when the Bible states that only Joshua and Caleb lived through the wilderness wanderings, it must mean only those two men of the non-priestly congregation of Israel. 




	Gershom ben Moses

	ca. 1485–1480 BC

	His birth to Moses and Zipporah in Midian, Exodus 2:22; 18:3.




	Ithamar ben Aaron

	ca. 1483–1480 BC

	His birth in Egypt to Aaron and Eliesheba, Exodus 6:23; Numbers 26:60.




	Eliezar ben Moses

	ca. 1483–1480 BC

	His birth to Moses and Zipporah in Midian, Exodus 18:4.




	Amenemhet IV Maakherure

	1456–1450 BC

	Became co-regent Pharaoh in Egypt for six years with his father Amenemhet III. His total reign of exactly nine years, three months, and twenty-seven days is confirmed by the Turin Canon (Stewart, Solving, 359).




	Amenemhet III Nimaatre

	ca. 1450 BC

	His death, Exodus 2:23, four years before the Exodus from Egypt occurred. He was Moses’/Mouses’ step-uncle, whom Bible students know as the Pharaoh who wanted to kill Moses. The biblical historical data indicates he reigned for at least thirty-six years. The secular historical data indicates he reigned for forty-eight years (Stewart, Solving, 359). None of the traditional pharaohs of the oppression [i.e., those identified by the Orthodox Egyptian Chronology] fit the description.




	
Amenemhet IV Maakherure


Queen Sobek-Neferu


	ca. 1450–1446 BC

	The seventh Pharaoh of the 12th Dynasty. He continued the oppressions of his father, and then increased them when Moses and Aaron stood before him. This was the Pharaoh who then endured the ten plagues and perished in the Red Sea. No pyramid or tomb has been found for this Pharaoh, nor will it be since he drowned in the Red Sea; Psalm 136:13–15; Exodus 14:21–28. He had no firstborn son to reign after him, because that son died in the tenth plague. Amenemhet IV was succeeded for a short time by his Queen/sister/wife Sobek-Neferu (Stewart, Solving, 359). (See the information on Queen Sobek-Neferu, below, at “Egypt, 1446–1443 BC.”) The Turin Canon, written during the reign of Ramesses II (ca. 932–866 BC) calculates the reign of Amenemhet IV at precisely nine years, three months, twenty-seven days, a period of time that includes his co-regency with Amenemhet III (Stewart, Solving, 400). The “traditional” Pharaohs of the Exodus do not fit the biblical data concerning Amenemhet III and Amenemhet IV together.




	Moses

	1447–1446 BC

	
Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when they stood before the Pharaoh, Exodus 4:19; 7:7; Acts 7:23, 30, 36. The plagues in Egypt began the fall of 1447 BC and continued to Spring, 1446 BC, Exodus chapters 7–12 (Stewart, Solving, 227). It is reasonable to assume the first plague (the Nile River turned to blood) occurred in September when the Nile River was at its maximum depth. The second plague of frogs probably occurred sometime during the next three to four weeks from the first plague. The seventh plague (hail) would have occurred in early February when the barley and flax crops were mature, Exodus 9:31. The wheat crop was ripe and ready for harvest in March when it was destroyed by the eighth plague (locusts), Exodus 9:32. The plagues were the worst “storm” in Egypt’s history, Exodus 9:24; 10:14; 11:6. These plagues affected the capital city and all in Egypt except Goshen, Exodus 7:21; 8:21–24; 9:4, 6–7, 9, 22, 26; 10:7–15, 22–23; 11:7. [The capital city of the 12th Dynasty was Itjtawy, Egypt, identified above in previous entries as Tanis or Zoan, in the eastern delta region near Pi-Ramesses and Avaris.]

Israel continued to live in the land of Goshen, district of Ramesses, all during the time they were in Egypt, including during the plagues, Exodus 8:22; 9:26 (Stewart, Solving, 210). “The Bible describes Moses’ continual trips between Goshen and the Egyptian capital to talk with Pharaoh, sometimes on a daily basis [Exodus 8–10; see especially 9:26]. Moses’ frequent trips between Goshen and the capital prove that Egypt’s capital [during the time of the plagues and Exodus] was located in northern Egypt, close to Goshen, for the entire eighty years from Moses’ birth to the exodus from Egypt” (Stewart, Solving, 10). (See appendix nine.)

In The Admonitions of Ipuwer (the Ipuwer Papyrus), Ipuwer, High Priest of Heliopolis, writing during the late 12th Dynasty [the time of Pharoahs Amenemhet III, Amenemhet IV, and Queen Sobek-Neferu], recorded an eyewitness account of eight of the plagues that devastated Egypt (Stewart, Solving, 252). Ipuwer specifically identified the plagues as contemporary history, not something from Egypt’s past, nor an idealized [romanticized?] account. (Ipuwar did not mention the plague of dust/lice, perhaps because it did no permanent damage. Stewart, Solving, 258.)

Exodus 10:7 states the first eight plagues had ruined Egypt. With the tenth plague, death of the firstborn, Exodus 12:29–30, “there was not a house where there was not one dead.” Inscriptions dated to the 12th Dynasty have been found all over Egypt relating the death of firstborn sons (Stewart, Solving, 252). 

With the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, and the social and economic chaos that inevitably followed the loss of their slave labor force, the poor and downtrodden all over Egypt rebelled, creating civil unrest, violence, and robbery (Stewart, Solving, 274). The Egyptian army was not present to restrain the rebelling population, because they had pursued the fleeing Israelites and now lay at the bottom of the Red Sea, Exodus 14:26–27. The long-term impact of the loss of their 2.5–3 million person workforce can only be estimated. The loss of the Egyptian army left the Delta region completely indefensible. 

William Hayes (Scepter, 1:196) states The Admonitions of Ipuwer indicate, “When they [Amenhotep IV and his wife Sobek Neferu, the last rulers of the 12th Dynasty] failed the land relapsed gradually into a state as chaotic as that of the First Intermediate Period and marked by even greater calamities.” The disaster caused by and resulting from the plagues gradually became national in scope. 





	
	
	See Appendix Nine: The Capital City of the Pharaoh of the Exodus.




	
	
	See Appendix Ten: The Exodus Plagues Against the Gods in Egypt




	First Passover

	Nisan 14, 1446 BC

	The New Year began on Nisan 1 [the months were not named until after the Babylonian captivity. Exodus 12:2, “this month [will be] the first month of the year to you”]. A lamb was chosen and separated from the flock on Nisan 10 for the Passover Seder and then slain on Nisan 14, Exodus 12:2–6.




	Death of the Firstborn

	Nisan 15, 1446 BC

	
Following the Passover Seder on Nisan 14, the death angel started to pass over Egypt at midnight, Exodus 12:29. The Pharaoh definitely had a firstborn son who perished in the tenth plague, Exodus 114:4–7.

[At Exodus 11:4, “Moses said, ‘Thus says YHWH, about midnight I will go out . . . and all the firstborn in the land in Egypt shall die’ ”; Exodus 12:12, “I [YHWH] will pass through the land . . . and will strike all the firstborn”; Exodus 12:29, “at midnight YHWH struck all the firstborn in the land in Egypt.” Compare Exodus 12:23, 27; Psalm 78:51; 105:36; 138:5; 136:10. To “pass through the land,” Exodus 12:12, is metaphorical, not literal: all the firstborn died at exactly the same time, “at midnight,” Exodus 12:29. The “contest” was between YHWH and Egypt’s false gods. Therefore YHWH did not use an intermediary, a “death angel,” to slay the firstborn, but personally and directly caused the death of the firstborn in Egypt.]





	Israel

	
Nisan 15, 1446 BC 

[March 10 in relation to the modern calendar.]


	The Israelis left Egypt on Nisan 15, the day after the Passover Seder, Exodus 12:40–41; Numbers 33:3. Archaeological evidence shows that, at this very time in history, the ancient city of Ramesses (later known as Avaris) was abandoned en masse, and shallow burial pits for mass graves have been discovered dating from this time period (Rohl, Pharaohs), cf. Numbers 33:4. About two-thirds of the burial pits at Tell ed-Deba (Ramesses/Avaris) were of young children.
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