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March 5

 


64th day of the year (65th in leap years)

301 days remaining till the end of the year.

 


by Michael Dobson
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March 5
Quotations

 


“I’ve always wanted to make the
world a more rational place. I’m still working on it.”

— Penn Jillette, born March 5,
1955

 


“The people who cast the votes
decide nothing. The people who count the votes decide
everything.”

— Joseph Stalin, died March 5,
1953

 


“I don’t wanna get rich — just live
good.”

— Patsy Cline, died March 5,
1963

 


“A shadow has fallen upon the
scenes so lately lighted by the Allied victory.... From Stettin in
the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended
across the Continent.”

— Winston Churchill, speaking in
Fulton, Missouri on March 5, 1946

 


“Ignorance is an evil weed, which
dictators may cultivate among their dupes, but which no democracy
can afford among its citizens.”

— William Beveridge, born March 5,
1879

 


 


 


​ Event of the Day

The Boston Massacre

 


Roughly five years before the
start of the American Revolutionary War, tensions were already
running high in the city of Boston over the unpopular Townshend
Acts, which imposed tariffs on items imported from Britain. After
the Massachusetts House of Representatives called for a boycott of
importers, the British sent the fifty-gun warship HMS
Romney, followed by four
British Army regiments.

Riots and other clashes between civilians and
soldiers became common. On February 22, 1770, a rock-throwing mob
surrounded the house of a customs service employee named Ebenezer
Richardson, breaking his windows. After a rock hit Richardson’s
wife, he fired a gun into the crowd, killing Christopher Seider, “a
young lad about eleven Years of Age.”

This only inflamed tensions
between colonists and soldiers further. On the evening of March 5,
1770, a wigmaker’s apprentice named Edward Garrick began shouting
at a British officer that he had failed to pay a bill he owed. The
officer, who had in fact paid the bill, ignored the complaint, but
a guard, British Private Hugh White, tried to intervene. In the
ensuing argument, White hit Garrick in the head with his musket,
and a crowd began to gather outside the customs house where the
incident took place, throwing objects at Private White and daring
him to fire his weapon.

Seven British soldiers joined White, facing a crowd
that had grown to over 300 people. The standoff began to escalate,
until one of the colonists knocked down one of the privates, named
Hugh Montgomery.

Enraged, Montgomery picked up his weapon, shouted
“Damn you, fire!” and began shooting into the crowd. As the crowd
surged forward, the other soldiers began to fire. Eleven men were
hit, three of whom died immediately: Samuel Gray, James Caldwell,
and most famously, a runaway slave named Crispus Attucks.
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