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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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Who as a child didn’t love toys. As a growing child together with my other brothers and sisters in my early days, it would be toy action figures, robots and cars for me and my brothers and dolls and teddy bears for my sister.

Being the kids that we are, we mostly damaged or lost our toys then that almost not one of them survived. As I grew older and older, my interest in toys turned from them being just playthings to mementos of my childhood. I did what I can to preserve the toys that I had.

Although I didn’t play with them anymore, I nevertheless made sure that they were well kept somewhere where they won’t be destroyed or damaged.

Fast forward several more years and I am already a grown man who is more interested in furthering my career than playing with toys. By then my new hobby or playthings were videogames which was fast integrating itself to the toy culture that existed then.

Although I didn’t play or was interested in toys then, I nevertheless through readings found out that toys were becoming investments and some of them were already commanding high prices especially the old “tin” or metal toys.

I collected a few more toys and over the years they too have appreciated in value. Today, it’s becoming harder and harder to collect toys because a lot of people are becoming speculators in them. 

However, thanks to the internet, more and more toys are being found in varying conditions and are being collected. Who knows, maybe the old toys lying in your basement or garage might already be worth a fortune.

Hopefully this book would give you a glimpse on the current toy investment and selling market of today. 
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Chapter 2

Why People Collect Toys
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If you watch the animated television show: “The Simpsons”, then you would know that the richest and arguably the most evil man in Springfield is Mr. Montgomery Burns or better known simply as “Mr. Burns”.

He had everything anyone can ever want for: wealth and fame. However, he would gladly spend a good chunk of his fortune just to be reunited with his toy teddy bear: “Bobo”. 

This theme is not original as numerous stories throughout history have told of the story between the love of a child to their toy/s. For the young child, their toy is their best friend and to the adult, their toy is their link to their childhood.

People collect toys for a wide variety of reasons, often combining several motivations. Here are some of the most common psychological and practical factors:

1. Nostalgia and Emotional Connection:

Reliving Childhood: For many adults, collecting toys is a powerful way to reconnect with their childhood. Toys evoke fond memories, simpler times, and a sense of comfort and joy. It can be a way to "re-meet" old friends or acquire toys they always wanted but couldn't have as a child.

Sentimental Value: Toys can hold deep personal meaning, reminding collectors of loved ones, significant life events, or special periods in their past.

––––––––
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2. PERSONAL PLEASURE and Fulfillment:

Joy of Ownership: People simply enjoy owning and displaying objects they find aesthetically pleasing, interesting, or meaningful.

Stress Relief and Escapism: Engaging in the hobby of collecting can be a therapeutic outlet, offering a distraction from daily stressors and allowing for a temporary escape into a world of personal interest.

Sense of Accomplishment: The "thrill of the hunt" – finding rare or elusive items – and the process of building and completing a collection provide a strong sense of achievement and satisfaction.

Curiosity and Learning: Collecting often involves researching the history, variations, and unique stories behind the items, which can be intellectually stimulating and fulfilling.

––––––––
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3. SOCIAL CONNECTION and Community:

Shared Passion: Toy collecting can foster social connections. Collectors often find like-minded individuals through online forums, social media groups, conventions, and local clubs, leading to a sense of belonging and camaraderie.

Trading and Sharing: The community aspect allows for sharing knowledge, trading items, and discussing the hobby with others who understand and appreciate the passion.

––––––––
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4. AESTHETICS AND APPRECIATION of Craftsmanship:

Visual Appeal: Many collectors are drawn to the design, artistry, and intricate details of toys. They appreciate the craftsmanship and creativity involved in their production.

Display and Curation: Collectors often enjoy arranging and displaying their toys, creating visually appealing showcases of their passion.

––––––––
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5. INVESTMENT POTENTIAL:

––––––––
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FINANCIAL VALUE: WHILE not the primary motivation for all, some collectors view toys as investments, anticipating that rare, vintage, or limited-edition items will appreciate in value over time. This can involve researching market trends and actively seeking out valuable pieces.

––––––––

[image: ]


6. PERSONAL IDENTITY and Self-Expression:

Defining Self: A collection can reflect a person's interests, values, and personality, serving as a tangible expression of who they are.

Coping Mechanism: For some, collecting can be a healthy coping strategy, requiring patience, persistence, and adaptability – qualities that can translate to other areas of life.

––––––––
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IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE that while collecting is generally a healthy hobby, in rare cases, it can escalate into compulsive hoarding, which is a diagnosable mental disorder. However, for most, toy collecting is a positive and enriching pursuit.
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Chapter 3

Most Expensive Toys Ever Sold
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Having discussed the more emotional side of toys, let’s now delve into the financial side of investing in toys. As already said before, many toys have become serious investments rivaling expensive works of arts. 

Determining the "most expensive toys ever sold" can be tricky because it often includes unique, one-of-a-kind items that blur the line between toy and art/jewelry, or prototypes and rare collectibles. However, here's a list of some of the most famous and valuable "toys" that have fetched astronomical prices:

––––––––
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MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR Items (often more art/jewelry than playthings):

Astolat Dollhouse Castle ($8.5 million): This isn't just a dollhouse; it's a meticulously crafted miniature mansion with 29 rooms, seven stories, and incredibly detailed furnishings, some of which are actual antiques. It took over a decade to build and is considered a museum-quality piece of art.
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