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Chapter 1: The Principal’s Serious Announcement




Principal Pickleford stepped onto the school stage with his most important face. It was the kind of face that said, “I own three clipboards and know how to use them.” 

The whole school went quiet.

“Students,” he began, “today we must discuss hallway behavior.”

At that exact moment, a tiny squeak came from behind the curtain.

Principal Pickleford blinked, but continued. “Running is unsafe. Shouting is distracting. And sliding on lunch trays is—”

A second squeak happened. Then a rubber chicken slowly rolled out from behind the curtain wearing a tiny paper crown.

Nobody moved.

Principal Pickleford stared at the chicken. The chicken stared back, somehow looking proud.

His mouth twitched. His cheeks puffed. His eyebrows fought bravely.

“Sliding on lunch trays,” he squeaked, “is not…royal behavior.”

The gym exploded with laughter.

Principal Pickleford picked up the chicken, bowed, and whispered, “Your Majesty, please report to the office.”

--- Time to Laugh! ---

Q: Why did the principal bring a ladder to the assembly?
      A: Because the announcements were going over everyone’s heads! 

Knock, knock.
      Who’s there?
      Serious.
      Serious who?
      Serious-ly, stop making me laugh! 

Q: Why did the teacher’s straight face quit?
      A: It said, “I can’t work under these giggle conditions!” 

Q: What do you call a principal who tries not to laugh at a rubber chicken?
      A: A poultry professional. 

Would you rather give a serious speech while wearing clown shoes or while a duck follows you around?
      (Most kids pick the duck — why: because the duck would still look more official.) 

Q: Why did the clipboard laugh during the meeting?
      A: It couldn’t handle all the notes of nonsense! 

Knock, knock.
      Who’s there?
      Announce.
      Announce who?
      Announce of laughter is coming any second! 

Q: Why was the hallway rule book so funny?
     A: Because every page had a “no running” joke.









