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Three superpowers emerge
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​Time is almost up
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Luke 21:24 “And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”



Scripture teaches us that there are a number of key events which must take place before the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. This book is written to elaborate on one of those key events as revealed in the book of Daniel. Daniel was given a vision of the four kingdoms that will be present on the earth when the Lord Jesus returns, and what will happen to each one. And so the subject of this book is to examine what scripture reveals to us about the first three kingdoms, and what will transpire in each one as we draw to the close of the age. Because of its uniqueness, the subject of the fourth kingdom is dealt with in a separate book. Nevertheless this book endeavours to reconcile that which is revealed in scripture about the first three kingdoms, to contemporary events, both past and present, and certain plausible future events as well. Consequently, as we examine what scripture has to say regarding these three kingdoms, it becomes increasingly clear that Daniel’s vision is being fulfilled in our lifetime. God always warns His saints when judgement is about to fall, and He does that so that the saints can take appropriate measures to avoid being caught up in the world’s judgement. Some of the events revealed in this book reveal the impending judgement of God which will impact the lives of millions of people. It is therefore prudent for believers to take note of that which is about to occur in the earth and prepare themselves accordingly.

The context of the above quoted passage of scripture is that the Lord Jesus was teaching His disciples about end time events, and in His teaching He mentioned the future destruction of the city of Jerusalem. That event took place in the year 70 AD, when the Roman army put down a Jewish rebellion in Judea, destroying the city of Jerusalem in the process. In this passage our Lord mentioned that when that event occurred, that it would usher in an era which He called “the times of the Gentiles”. Our Lord also mentioned when that era would end, i.e. it would end when the Gentiles no longer trampled the city of Jerusalem. Jesus teaching took place in the year 31 AD, and by that time Jerusalem had already been “trampled by the Gentiles” for almost one hundred years, for a Roman garrison had been stationed in the city ever since Rome first conquered Judea in 63 BC. In the year 66 AD however, the Jews rebelled against Roman rule, and the Roman garrison stationed in Jerusalem was finally expelled. And so during the period of the Jewish rebellion, which took place between 66 and 70 AD, no Gentiles trampled the city of Jerusalem, because the population living there were 100% Jewish. After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD however, the Jewish population in the city dropped to zero. The reason for that was because the Jews living in Jerusalem at the time were either killed or taken into slavery throughout the Roman Empire. Rome then renamed Judea, Syria Palaestina, later simply called Palaestina, and barred any Jews from returning to Jerusalem​[1]. And so from that time onwards the city of Jerusalem was populated only by Gentiles. In other words Jerusalem was once again “being trampled by the Gentiles”. Over the following centuries however, the Jews slowly started to return to Jerusalem, resulting in the Jewish population in the city beginning to increase once again. Subsequently, two relatively recent events have occurred which has started the process of bringing an end to the era of the “times of the Gentiles”. The first event occurred in Israel’s 1948 war of independence. The outcome of that war resulted in Jerusalem being located on the border between Israel and Palestine and being split into two parts, one part under Jewish control and the other part under Arab control. And so we see that although the process had begun, Jerusalem had not yet reached the point of no longer being trampled by the Gentiles. The second event occurred in Israel’s 1967 “six day war” with its Arab neighbours. As a result of that war Jerusalem was once again fully incorporated into the state of Israel. Nevertheless, even though Jerusalem was now clearly within Israel’s new borders, the Palestinians still laid claim to the eastern part of the city, including the Islamic holy sites. And so we see that although there has been continued progress, Jerusalem has not yet reached the point of no longer being trampled by the Gentiles. It is important to note however, that both events discussed, occurred through acts of war. And so this brings us to the point in history where we find ourselves today. As we will see in this book, the culmination of the events that are unfolding at this present time will trigger one last global conflict, resulting in both the Palestinians and the Islamic holy sites finally being removed from Jerusalem. This final event will therefore ensure that Jerusalem will no longer be trampled by the Gentiles, thus bringing to a close the era of “the times of the Gentiles” that our Lord Jesus spoke about. It should be noted however, that the fulfilling of this event will not bring us to the close of the age, but it will bring us one step closer to the return of the Lord Jesus.
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The emergence of three superpowers
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Daniel 7:2-12 “Daniel spoke, saying, "I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea.  (3)  And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.  (4)  The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it.  (5)  "And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: 'Arise, devour much flesh!'  (6)  "After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.  (7)  "After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.  (8)  I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.  (9)  "I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; (10) A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.  (11)  "I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.  (12) As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.” 



In the above quoted passage of scripture the Lord showed Daniel a vision of four great beasts that came up from the Great Sea. The Great Sea in this vision represents the nations of the earth, and the four beasts represent the final four kingdoms that will be present on the earth at the end of the age. We know that these kingdoms will be present at that time, for our Lord links the vision with the judgement at the end of the age. And so we see that there will be four dominant kingdoms in the earth when the Lord Returns. We also see from this passage that the fourth kingdom will be destroyed when the Lord returns, while the other three will be allowed to remain. We will not discuss the fourth kingdom in this book however, because of its uniqueness; it is discussed in detail in separate book. Suffice it to say that the fourth beast in this passage refers to the kingdom of the anti-Christ, and that the kingdom of the anti-Christ is in fact the kingdom of Islam, which is already in the earth. Nevertheless, the anti-Christ will only manifest himself in the earth after the events discussed in this book. And so that brings us to the other three kingdoms mentioned in this passage. Who are they? Since the year 2012, for the first time in the history of mankind there are three Global Superpowers that are in the earth simultaneously. Those three Global Superpowers are; the United States of America, Russia and China. All three of these Superpowers have risen to prominence in the earth both economically and militarily, and all three have developed vast nuclear arsenals which are capable of impacting all the nations of the earth. And so in this section we want to discuss the very real probability that the three remaining kingdoms shown in Daniel’s vision are in fact the three Superpowers which are in the earth today.

The first beast that Daniel described was like a lion which had eagle's wings. Daniel goes on in this passage to tell us that he watched till the beast’s wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. In this section we want to discuss two aspects of this image. Firstly, we want to discuss who the lion is, and secondly we want to discuss the eagle’s wings on the lion beast, and what they represent. And so in answer to the question, who is the lion? It is more than probable that the lion beast in Daniel’s vision represents the United States of America. So why do I say that? Prior to World War Two, Great Britain had been the dominant superpower in the earth, having global influence both economically and militarily. After WW2 however, Britain was almost bankrupt and no longer had the capability to exert influence on the world stage, either economically or militarily. Unlike Great Britain however, a new superpower had emerged from WW2 far stronger than it had been going into the war, i.e. the Soviet Union. After the war all of Eastern Europe fell under the Soviet Union’s control, and it began to increase its influence on the rest of Europe as well. And so in order to counter the growing spread of communism under the Soviet Union, the United States of America stepped into the role of becoming a global superpower. Over the next four decades these two superpowers, i.e. the Soviet Union and the USA, entered into a competition with each other for global dominance, which became known as the cold war. Although both superpowers grew militarily, it was really only the USA that grew economically. And so in 1992 the Soviet Union eventually collapsed, being unable to afford the cost of trying to compete with the USA’s military growth. The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1992 meant that there was now only one dominant superpower in the earth i.e. the United States of America, and that status quo remained in place for the next two decades. And so clearly the USA is one of the three dominant superpowers in the earth today, both militarily and economically. So what is the significance of the eagle wings on the back of the lion beast? The eagle’s wings in this passage represent the extensive dominion given to this beast. We know that to be the case because both the Babylonian and Egyptian Empires had great dominion when they were on the earth, and God described both empires as eagles with great wings (Ezekiel 17). And so over the years, the USA has certainly developed extensive influence (dominion) in the earth, both economically and militarily. In the economic sphere the USA became the largest economy by far, and the US Dollar became the reserve currency for the nations of the world. The USA also became the dominant military power in the world, and by 2020 the USA controlled about 750 military bases in at least 80 countries worldwide and it had approximately 173000 troops deployed in 159 countries​[2], while the USA’s nuclear arsenal was rivalled only by Russia. And so we see that the eagle’s wings on the lion beast represent the extensive global dominance enjoyed by the United States of America.

This brings us to the second beast mentioned in Daniel’s vision. Daniel describes the second beast as a bear which was raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: 'Arise, devour much flesh!' In this section we want to discuss two aspects of this image. Firstly, we want to discuss who the bear is, and secondly we want to discuss what the bear being raised up on one side, represents. And so in answer to the question, who is the bear? It is more than probable that this beast represents Russia today. So why do I say that? Russia was the controlling nation in the old Soviet Union. And so after the Soviet Union’s collapse in 1992, Russia became a single nation once again. Nevertheless despite the Soviet Union’s collapse, Russia kept its military strength intact, including full control of the nuclear arsenal that was once under the command of the old Soviet Union. Over the years Russia has slowly built up its military and is now ranked as being the second most powerful in the world, after the United States of America​[3]. It is also interesting to note that despite economic sanctions placed on Russia in 2014​[4], Russia has continued to grow her economy over the years, becoming the sixth largest economy in the world ranked on gross domestic product based on purchasing power parity​[5]. The Russian Federation is also the largest country in the world, which in turn makes it the richest nation in the world in terms of natural resource wealth​[6]. Clearly Russia is one of the three dominant superpowers in the earth today, both militarily and economically. So what does it mean when we see the bear being raised up on one side? We get some indication of what that means when we look at Daniel’s vision of the two horns on the ram. In that vision the horn which was raised up last was higher than the first, indicating that it was the more powerful of the two horns (Daniel 8:3). That vision represented the rise of the Median Empire followed by the rise of the Persian Empire. History reveals to us that the Persian Empire was more powerful than its predecessor the Median Empire, and so the Ram’s horn being raised up last but higher than the first, signified that Persia would be the more powerful of the two empires. And so in light of that understanding we can interpret the vision of the bear being raised up on one side, as representing this kingdom focusing most of its military power on one side of its borders. Throughout its history, Russia has always been invaded from the west, i.e. Europe. The nations that have invaded Russia in turn include Poland (1610), Sweden (1708), France (1812) and Germany (1941). Currently Russia perceives its greatest threat as coming from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization on its western border. NATO is an alliance of North American and European nations, which was set up to oppose the Soviet Union during the cold war era. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO logically should have been dissolved, because the Soviet threat had been removed. NATO chose not to dissolve however, and in fact began to increase its membership to include the East European nations that were once a part of the old Soviet Union. So why has NATO acted in this manner? The reason is because NATO was not satisfied with the destruction of the old Soviet Union but wanted to ensure the destruction of Russia as well. And so today NATO is no longer a defensive alliance against the Soviet Union, but rather it has become an offensive alliance dedicated to the destruction of Russia. And it is for this reason that Russia has focused most of its military strength to defend its western border, i.e. it is raised up on one side.
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