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INTRODUCTION

​When people hear the word value, they often think about money, price tags, and material worth. We’re conditioned to see value in economic terms—what something costs or how much it’s worth in comparison to something else. But value goes much deeper than that.

The world operates on value. Every action, every decision, every relationship—at its core—comes down to what someone values. Why do companies succeed or fail? Why do people choose specific careers? Why do some people struggle to find success? 

​The power of choice is directly linked to perceived value. People chase opportunities, relationships, and possessions based on what they believe is valuable. But here’s the key: value is not fixed—it is shaped. And when you change your value system like I had, you make different choices. Different choices lead to different results. When you change your perceived value amongst the world you change the way people handle you. 

ONE HISTORIC EXAMPLE on the industry I exist in: For most of entertainment history, organizations and institutions decided which artist or art was valuable and which wasn’t. Before YouTube and digital platforms, the only way to become valuable in that system was to convince the often fleeting interest of the gatekeepers that you were worth the investment. Today, those barriers, for the most part, have collapsed. 

The power dynamic has shifted and Filmmakers, musicians, and content creators no longer need gatekeepers. YouTube, other Social Media and aggregators allow creators to build their own audience and distribute without waiting for approval from a studio. There are also countless Crowdfunding platforms that give creators greater access to funding. Because of that I was able to build Last of a Dyng Seed without needing anyone’s permission. I didn’t have to convince a studio that my vision was worth investing in—I proved it by going directly to the people and building an audience organically. Created my own universe with its own gravitational pull. We will get more into this later.

Whether you’re an entrepreneur, an artist, or an influencer, or just an everyday type of person, the power is now in your hands to define your own value. You no longer have to convince someone to see your worth—you can create it yourself.

Though the world still has its gatekeepers, it no longer revolves around gatekeepers—it revolves around who can capture attention, build trust, and create demand for what they offer. If you can do that, the opportunities will come to you and you build your own gate to keep.

Value works on many levels and in this book I will give you every key concept within the context of value so that no matter who you are or what path you’re on in your life you could exist, persistent, and consist of the utmost value.
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I first met Bryson at a vision board event, surrounded by a remarkable group of entrepreneurs who shared something extraordinary in common. Every person in that room had been formerly incarcerated, and each had begun their transformation within prison walls. What struck me most profoundly was not just their collective journey from incarceration to success, but how they had all emerged not only free but determined to live with purpose. Today, each of them is a successful entrepreneur, using their experiences to impact lives and inspire others.

Even in that extraordinary company of visionaries and change-makers, Bryson stood out. He carried himself with a calm presence and spoke with a clarity that instantly commanded attention. His words weren't just thoughtful—they were layered with depth, the kind of insight that comes from both profound pain and profound self-discovery. In a room full of transformed lives, Bryson's articulate voice and well-read perspective felt especially alive and compelling.

What you hold in your hands is the product of that transformation—but it's far more than a personal story. In "Pearls of Izm: Values to Live & Die By," Bryson has crafted something revolutionary: a complete reimagining of how we understand value itself. This isn't just a book about overcoming adversity; it's a masterclass in the mechanics of perception and the hidden forces that shape our reality.

What makes this book extraordinary is not just its intellectual rigor, but its practical application. Bryson doesn't just explain how perception works; he  meprovides a blueprint for reshaping it. He reveals how to move from being defined by circumstances to defining your own context, how to transform from seeking validation to creating it, and how to build what he calls "unshakable value" that no external force can diminish.

Reading this book, I was struck by how it operates on multiple levels simultaneously. On the surface, it's a guide to understanding and leveraging perception. At a deeper level, it's a philosophy of personal transformation. And at its core, it's a testament to the truth that no matter where you start, you have the power to redefine your value and reshape your reality.

Bryson's voice throughout these pages is that of someone who has lived every principle he teaches. He has known what it feels like to be overlooked, devalued, and reduced to a single identity. And yet, he rebuilt his life on a foundation of purpose, clarity, and truth—becoming not just successful, but influential in ways that matter. He is now one of the most articulate and well-read individuals I know, a living testament to the transformative power of the principles he shares.

I am grateful to know Bryson and to have witnessed the power of his transformation. I am even more grateful that he has chosen to distill his insights into this remarkable work. My hope is that as you read these pages, you allow his words to stir something in you—the courage to see beyond surface appearances, to understand the hidden mechanics of value, and to use that knowledge to create a life of authentic worth and lasting impact.
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