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​Preface

 


***

 


Two best friends, Matt and Ryan,
enjoy working together, finishing their theses and bouncing ideas
off each other. Matt is an athletic young man, and while not overly
academic, he takes pleasure training as a teacher so much that he
now really is into researching for his thesis. His research became
very important to him, not only on a personal level but also to
help others out. Ryan is more of a soft hearted person, quite
emotional, who is still searching for himself.

One of them has been hiding some of
his past and background from his friends. Secretly attracted to
each others, things will get wilder one night they got drunk and
finally cross the line.

But the morning after is a
different story. Will they be able to deal with the consequences of
their acts, when everyone think they are both straight? Things are
far to be simple, especially when they both have good reasons to
doubt about the other! But if they can open up and share their
hidden thoughts…
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​Friends With Benefits

 


***

 


The moon was barely visible as Matt
stood out on the lawn, gazing up at the night sky. Whenever he felt
irritated or pissed off, he found himself standing out and gazing
up at the sky, the silver dots across the dark navy blue blanket
usually taking away the itch. It was a pretty night, yet gazing at
the sky wasn’t helping to improve his mood like it usually did. The
stars could hardly be seen; just a few small flickers of light
dotted across the expanse of black. He rolled his eyes at the
laughter sneaking out of the house like a thief. It was typical,
Matt should’ve expected it. The one night he wanted to have a
private discussion with Ryan, his friend invited the whole
neighborhood over for a party. Matt knew he shouldn’t be angry with
him, but he couldn’t help it, not when he was looking forward to
spending time with him.

Well, it wasn’t just hanging out
with Ryan; if it was, he wouldn’t be this annoyed. No, it was more
the fact that Ryan was helping him out with his thesis. It was
something like a partnership they had — a companionship — a way of
sitting together and working on their own assignments. It was
strange, but Matt found it helped a lot, even if most of the time
Ryan did nothing but just sit there with him. And tonight, Matt
really had wanted to sit down and work on it, and he needed to
bounce ideas off Ryan too. Ryan, however, had other plans and
decided to just throw together an impromptu party with their
friends. It was stupid, Matt knew he shouldn’t be getting this
annoyed; any other time he would happy. He wished he could work out
why it was bugging him so much tonight.

Breathing in deeply, Matt
straightened up from his slouch, figuring he might as well head
back inside, since his beer mug was empty. The door creaked as Matt
stepped inside, unconsciously smiling as he saw Ryan, his head
tilted back with laughter, his golden blond hair tousled, and his
face flushed with alcohol. Ryan was almost as tall as him, but Matt
still had a few inches on him. Matt’s eyes flickered down his body;
where Matt was slender and finely boned, Ryan had broader
shoulders, and firm muscular thighs to which Matt always found his
gaze drawn. Ryan wasn’t as skinny, but that was one of the things
Matt liked about him; he wasn’t all skin and bone, but muscular.
Ryan shifted from one foot to the other, his legs fitted in tight
jeans, and Matt couldn’t help but wet his lips, wondering if Ryan
knew how sexy he was.

Once the laughter subsided, Matt
watched as Ryan continued to smile sweetly at Daniel. Matt coughed
into his hand, shaking his head, and glancing away from Ryan; he
shouldn’t be staring at him so obviously. Just because Ryan hadn’t
worked out the truth didn’t mean that someone else wouldn’t.
Looking around at the small party, Matt headed towards the kitchen.
Okay, so maybe it had been a slight exaggeration about the whole
neighborhood being there. Really, it was just their closest group
of friends – Nathan, Jack, Daniel and Rod – but it still bothered
Matt a little. Maybe it was harsh, but it wasn’t their company he
was interested in.
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