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​Introduction: Love, Paperwork, and a Little Bit of Sass


[image: ]




THERE ARE TWO KINDS of couples on their wedding day. The first kind is the Pinterest-perfect pair. Their timeline is color-coded, the flowers match the bridesmaids’ shoes, and every detail has been rehearsed down to the toss of the bouquet. The second kind is the “we’ll wing it” couple who just wants to get to the dance floor as fast as possible. Both are equally in love, equally deserving of a lifetime of happiness, and both, believe it or not, can crash headfirst into the exact same problem.

Paperwork.

Yep. Not the sexiest word in the English language, but it’s the glue that holds your marriage together. The paperwork is what transforms your vows, your kiss, and your dreamy photo session from a really amazing party into a legal marriage. Without it, your big day is just a celebration with fancy clothes and cake, but no legal recognition behind it. And trust me, no one wants to realize after the honeymoon that the state has no record of their union because a signature was missed, or a license never made its way back to the courthouse.

Think of it this way: the wedding is like the frosting on the cake. Sweet, beautiful, Instagram-worthy. But the paperwork? That’s the cake itself. Without it, you’ve just got a sticky mess that doesn’t hold up.

Now, don’t panic. This isn’t meant to stress you out. In fact, it’s meant to do the opposite. I wrote this little guide so you can laugh a little, learn a lot, and walk into your wedding paperwork process with the confidence of someone who knows what’s coming and how to handle it.

Why Paperwork Matters Just as Much as the Vows

We live in a world where it’s easy to get swept away by the aesthetics of a wedding. Social media is filled with perfectly staged moments: the sunset kiss, the trendy champagne tower, the sparkler exit that somehow doesn’t set Aunt Linda’s hair on fire. What we don’t see are the behind-the-scenes moments where couples are squinting at forms, wondering which line to sign, or discovering they should have applied for their license a week earlier.

Here’s the truth: the vows make your heart flutter, but the paperwork makes it official in the eyes of the law. And the law doesn’t care how many roses you walked down the aisle through. It cares about ink, signatures, deadlines, and a little bit of fine print. This book exists to bridge that gap, to bring some humanity and humor into a process that can feel intimidating and bureaucratic.

My Promise to You

I’m not here to drown you in jargon. I’m not a lawyer, and this book isn’t meant to sound like a dusty legal manual. I’m a notary, a wedding officiant, and someone who has watched a lot of couple’s stress over things that could have been easy if someone just explained it in plain English.

So, here’s my promise: I’ll tell you exactly what you need to know, step by step. I’ll sprinkle in tips that come from real-world experience. And I’ll keep it light, because your wedding should feel like a celebration, not a trip to the DMV.

We’ll laugh at the ridiculous parts (like the fact that you can plan a 200-guest reception but forget the $60 marriage license) and we’ll get serious when needed (like why you really should consider writing a will once you’re married). By the end of this book, you’ll feel confident, prepared, and maybe even a little proud of how well you handled the “adulting” side of your happily ever after.

Who This Book Is For?

This guide is for couples who:


	Want a no-fluff explanation of wedding paperwork without feeling like they’re reading a law school textbook.

	Like the idea of laughing while learning.

	Want to avoid common mistakes that turn into delays or headaches after the big day.

	Are ready to take care of not just the wedding license but all the other little legal details that come with building a life together.



If that’s you, grab a pen, maybe a glass of champagne, and let’s do this.
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