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As always, for Sam, with my love and affection, as terrifying and twisted as it is some days. 
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There was nothing in the world that could have stopped him from setting out on this journey, and nothing in the world could have prepared him for it. 

Sterlig Kyvansson raised his face to the wind, letting the wet spray of the salty sea rise against him while the ocean rose up to meet his ship. There was a mix of bite and brash to the wind, despite the calmness of the waters. 

He could not stop a smile from coming up onto his face. Sterlig embraced the playfulness the weather offered him, knowing he would triumph over it in the end. 

In the dark minutes before sunrise, Sterlig leaned over the sides of his father’s knarr, feeling the sleekness of recently hardened tar on the overlapping planks. He glanced down at the water, able to see his reflection clearly, seeing even the smallest details—the brass stubble of his growing beard, the seasoned lines around his eyes, the ones that came from working long days in the fields with his father.  

He suddenly grimaced. Thinking of him had been a mistake, he thought. Keyvak Ragnork, his father, would not be happy with him when he got back to Kyvan.  

Pushing that unpleasant thought aside, Sterlig tightened a hand around the rope secured between the sea serpent prow and the sails, and looked out into the coming horizon.

He could feel it in his heart, taste it on the sea, and smell it on the wind. The clouds in front of him began to shade over, their airy inscriptions spelling out a message of welcome—or maybe a warning—as the promise of land became clear. 

Eydis. 

Along with his friends and some of his family’s thralls, Sterlig had set sail from the port of Kyvan three days before. Now, Sterlig was watching for the moment when he would finally spot the mysterious island of Eydis.

“Where are you, Brynja the Bride?” he whispered, wondering if he was taunting her or if he was tempting fate. 

As if to answer him, the moment Sterlig said her name, the sun came forward over the distant sea. 

He felt his body tense, as though he was preparing for a battle or raid. The feeling was the same, he decided, but he knew how to handle it.  
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