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Notes to the Reader

• An asterisk before a reference number indicates a text footnote (as opposed to a verse reference).

• The reader can jump to any titled portion in the book by clicking or tapping on items in the Table of Contents.

• A Table of Timelines immediately follows the Table of Contents. The reader can quickly access any of the six timelines in this book by clicking or tapping on items in this Table.

• The timelines in this book are displayed in two formats. For those with e-readers having a zoom capability, a simple tap or click on the smaller horizontal timeline will expand it to full size. For those without such a capability, the larger timeline is supplied. However, it requires turning the e-reader ninety degrees for proper viewing.
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Preface

Some years ago, I wrote a detailed book*1 chronicling the events of the endtime. It touched upon all the endtime matters, putting them in chronological order. It incorporated copious foot­notes, which explained many things not directly related to the text of the book. There were also numerous references.

However, because of its great detail, it is more of a reference work. I found that many who tried to read it were overwhelmed by the dense information within the book. It became clear that a simpler work about the endtime was necessary.

For this purpose, I have written this overview of the end­time. Although there are nine chapters in this book, most of them are quite short. The length of the book is also relatively brief. The content, although somewhat dense, should be straightforward and understandable.

I have endeavored to include only the most important events of the end. Consequently, certain significant happenings and indi­viduals are omitted. For example, the ministries of Moses and Elijah and the works of the false prophet—the main ally of the Antichrist—are not covered. There are other matters that are also skipped. I have done this for simplicity.

I considered omitting references as well, but upon some reflection, I felt these are necessary. Many readers would desire to know the biblical source of what I have written.

I have also endeavored to keep explanatory footnotes to a minimum. Detailed explanations are often like going down the proverbial rabbit's hole. In an attempt to keep the text focused on the main items of the endtime, I have footnoted the text sparsely.

I hope the reader will find this book understandable and digestible. I also would point the reader to another book I have written, Greapa. All the main items of the endtime are incor­porated into that fictional account; but while it is fiction, it is full of endtime biblical truths. It is certainly an easier and more enter­taining read than this somewhat dry overview.

There is one other matter of importance. As a kind of pre­requisite to this book, the reader should read the books of Daniel and Revelation at least one time. This will help immensely in understanding what is written in this book.

May the Lord bless every reader, not only with the know­ledge of the endtime, but with the hunger and thirst to gain Christ, to be prepared for what is coming upon the Earth.

 

 





Introduction

The endtime is very complex. There will be numerous mo­men­tous events taking place in a very brief time. Not only that, but God must also deal with three disparate peoples on the Earth: the Jews (Israel), the Christians (the Church), and the Gentiles (the nations). Each of these requires something particular from God to end the age. It is astounding that in only seven years, God can deal with everyone on the Earth and usher in Christ's kingdom.

To make the endtime less confusing, when we look at the final years of this age, we will look first at God’s judgments during that time. We will then follow this by examining God’s dealings during the endtime with each of the peoples on Earth separately. We will also look at the Antichrist during those final years as well. 

We preface the endtime discussion with a chapter on the signs of the end. Knowing what must happen before the end will keep us from the euphoria or concern felt by many Christians due to the numerous false alarms that have happened and will happen, before the end is upon us.

Chapter 2 examines Daniel’s prophecy in chapter 9 of his book. As we will see, this crucial portion of God’s Word lays the foundation for all endtime prophecy.

In Chapter 3, God’s endtime judgments are explored. Most of these judgments are seen in the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven bowls.

Chapter 4 discusses the believers during the end. This por­tion passes from the rapture of the firstfruits, to the suffering of the majority of believers in the “wilderness” for three and a half years, to the harvesting of the remaining believers at the seventh trumpet.

Israel during the end is the subject of Chapter 5. In partic­ular, her torment at the hands of the Antichrist during her great tribulation is examined.

Chapter 6 looks at the shock and terror that befalls the nations when God’s judgments commence. It ends with Christ’s destruction of all the armies of the nations who invade Israel as the age closes.

Chapter 7 traces the Antichrist and his movements from the time he first appears, until he is taken at Armageddon and judged.

In Chapter 8 we look at the happenings on Earth imme­diately after Israel is saved from destruction by Christ’s appearing.

Chapter 9 is a short concluding word.

 

 

 



CHAPTER 1

Signs of the End

What is meant by the terms “end” or “endtime?” By the “end,” in a general sense, I mean the last few years of this age before the Lord's return. More specifically, I mean the last seven years of this age as prophesied by Daniel.2

Over the years, many have prophesied that the end was immi­nent, with some even declaring that certain events would happen on particular dates. Some have stated that the end was already upon us. All of these assertions have, of course, proven false.

Satan has, no doubt, been instigating such statements and using them for his purpose: the conditioning of humanity with many false prophecies to deceive mankind when the reality comes. These have led humanity to generally disregard warnings about the end. Like the boy who cried wolf, after many false dec­larations of woe, further declarations are dismissed as false.

However, with vision and understanding comes the assurance that certain events must happen before the end comes, because the Bible predicts them. At least nine great events must occur before or at the time of the end. Of these, two have happened, three are happening, and four are yet to come.

The First Sign – Israel

The first great sign was Israel becoming a nation. Israel must be a nation before the Lord returns, because when He does come back it will be to Israel3 to save the Jewish people. Without the nation of Israel, the Lord cannot return.

After being dispersed and forsaken for millennia, somehow—by divine intervention—Israel came back into being in 1948. The three great earthly powers at that time—Great Britain, Russia, and the United States—in a mysterious confluence of interests, agreed to recognize and support the formation of the nation of Israel.

Although Israel was immediately attacked by the surrounding Arab nations, who sought to obliterate the fledgling nation, she survived and flourished. How could such a thing happen? It was because this was God's doing, and no power on Earth can undo what God does. This was the first clear sign of the Lord's second coming.

The Second Sign – Jerusalem

The second great sign was the return of Jerusalem into the hands of the Jews. In order for the end to come and the Lord to return, Jerusalem must be a part of Israel. Jerusalem will be given over to the nations for the last three and a half years of this age,4 and so it must be in Israel's hands to be given over. Furthermore, when Christ returns, He will save Jerusalem from invading armies.5

This sign occurred in 1967. As Arabs massed to invade Israel, she preemptively struck, obliterating the forces poised to destroy her. In the process, Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria, the Sinai from Egypt, and the west bank of the Jordan River from Jordan. Most importantly, Israel also took East Jerusalem from Jordan's control. What a great sign! Jerusalem was Israel's once again after about 1900 years.

At that time, the sense of the Lord’s second coming was pal­pable to Christians. However, this was but the second of nine signs of His coming. His return was yet many years off: to us, a lifetime or more; to Him, but a brief hour or two.

The Third Sign ­– The Falling Away

Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto him; to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is just at hand; let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition . . . (1 Thes. 2:1–3)

The next three signs are related, and are currently occurring. The first of these—the third great sign—is called the falling away. The apostle Paul speaks of this falling away, or apostasy, from the faith in 1 Thessalonians. 

Many who profess to be Christian actually are not. As the end nears, these are falling away from the faith. We can see this hap­pening now. In many so-called Christian gatherings—gath­erings that profess Christ—abominable things are allowed and even encouraged: homosexuality, abortion, politics, and the like. The Bible is often disregarded. Many leaders twist them to their benefit or to the benefit of the evil ideologies they follow. This will increase and get worse.

All of these are a fulfillment of the apostle Paul's word. It is by this that God is separating what is true from what is false, the wheat from the tares.6

The Fourth Sign – Difficult Times

But know this, that in the last days grievous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without nat­ural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding a form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof: from these also turn away.
(2 Tim. 2:1–5)

The fourth sign is mentioned by the apostle Paul in his second epistle to Timothy. All of what Paul declared there can now be plainly seen. The Earth is filled with evil and violence of all kinds. Politicians, business leaders, and much of the populace are not only evil, but boast and revel in that evil. They even attempt to force others to accept their evil and sinful ways. They are full of conceit and spite, and deny the Lord who created them.

The Fifth Sign – The Restraining One

And now ye know that which restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed in his own season. For the mystery of lawlessness doth already work: only there is one that restraineth now, until he be taken out of the way. (2 Thes. 2:6–7)

The fifth great sign is the removal of the restraining One. Throughout the centuries, evil has been restrained by the Spirit, who has limited evil, and kept it from advancing beyond a certain point. The tide of evil could only rise so high, and then was turned back. However, as the end approaches, the Spirit in His restraining power will withdraw, allowing evil a free course on Earth.

This will test the hearts of men: only men of good and godly heart will stand in the way as evil advances. In such circum­stances, evil men, empowered by the evil one, will depart from the truth, as seen in the third sign. Men will be corrupted to the uttermost.

Even now, the restraining Spirit has withdrawn Himself—if not totally, then to a very great degree. The abundant, pervasive, and unchecked crime and violence we see today is a clear example of evil running rampant without restraint.

The Sixth Sign – Ten Nations

These next four signs—six through nine—are yet to come. The sixth sign is the formation of a ten-nation union or empire, which will arise around the Mediterranean. The Bible is clear: in various places7 it prophesies of a ten-nation empire, over which the Antichrist will rule. It will be a latter-day Roman Empire centered around the Mediterranean and having Rome as its capital.

This has not yet occurred, but Great Britain leaving the European Union may be the start of the EU’s demise. Eventually, many more nations will leave, including Italy and Greece. From all these nations around the Mediterranean, the ten-nation union will arise.

The Seventh Sign ­– The Antichrist

The seventh sign is the appearance of the Antichrist. Nearly all Christians are aware that in the endtime there will be one particularly evil person who is called the Antichrist.*8 He will arise from the midst of this ten-nation confederacy. At first, he will not be prominent, for he is called a little horn,9 and not one of the ten leaders of the ten nations. In fact, it may not at first be in any way obvious that he is the coming Antichrist.

He must arise before the last seven years of this age because it is he who will sign the seven-year pact with Israel.10 Therefore, he must have been around for some time in political circles before the end comes.
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