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Introduction




Phong Nha-Ke Bang national park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in the Quang Binh Province. The park has
over 300 caves and grottos, including the largest caverns and
passageways. It holds several world records, with the longest
(Son Doòng cave, +-5.6 miles), and deepest
caves, and the longest underground river (+-8.7 miles, Phong Nha
cave). The karsts of Phong Nha can be traced back to the Paleozoic
era, around 400 million years ago. Before Son Doòng Cave was found, Phong Nha Cave was regarded
by the British Caving Association as the top cave in the world. The
cave held the top four records, being the longest underground
river, the highest and longest cave, broadest and the most
beautiful fine sand in the cave, and the most spectacular
stalagmites and stalactites.

 


The park is around 310
miles south of Hanoi, 160 miles north of the port city of Da
Nang, and around 32 miles from Dong Hoi
City. There are no direct commercial flights to Phong Nha, and the
train between Hanoi and Saigon does not stop in Phong Nha. By
train, one would need to get off at either Da Nang or Dong Hoi
City. From Da Nang, it is a half-day ride to Phong Nha. From Dong
Hoi City, it is a one-hour ride. Dong Hoi City can be reached by
train, local flight or bus from Saigon (23 hours and around 280K
VND for bus) or Hanoi (11 hours and around 160K VND for bus). You
can hire a taxi or take a bus from Dong Hoi City to Phong
Nha.

 


If you are taking the Ho
Chi Min road as a motorcycle tour, then it passes by Phong Nha and
a day or two spent here is well worth it. There are a number of
tour operators who can take you to the caves. However, unless you
want to overnight in the cave system, it is cheaper and easier to
go to the caves by yourself. Most hotels in Phong Nha rent out
motorcycles. You can rent a motorcycle in Hoi Ann or Da Nang, and ride
out to Phong Nha, see some caves, overnight, and then ride back the
next afternoon.
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