
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Blinded by the Rapture

        

        
        
          Daniel Caudill

        

        
          Published by Daniel Caudill, 2021.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      BLINDED BY THE RAPTURE

    

    
      First edition. January 24, 2021.

      Copyright © 2021 Daniel Caudill.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1393886945

    

    
    
      Written by Daniel Caudill.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Blinded by the Rapture

[image: ]




Introduction

As I write, there are many things happening in the United States that would be unthinkable a generation ago. Indeed, in my lifetime, great political and cultural upheavals have heightened the anxieties and turmoil in our lives. Even among religious folks, a “sky-is-falling” attitude is evident, leading many to assert that the Book of Revelation is unfolding before our very eyes. Is that true? Did the Revelation speak of events transpiring in the 21st century?

Any future based on Biblical prophecy is not as certain as mainstream Christian ministries would have us believe. This anomaly is the result of belief in the central event around which most Christians construct their prophetic narrative. That event, the Rapture, is cherished about as much as any other Christian principle. Even though the Kingdom of God is expressly mentioned time and again in the New Testament—Jesus spent 40 days after His resurrection teaching His disciples about the Kingdom—it is buried under an expectation of an event that has no basis in scripture.

I have found that most Christians are quite defensive of the Rapture. To them, it is a great hope that has taken place of reality, and has become more of a delusion than a genuine promise. Like a chronic gambler who always believes the next bet will be the big winner, Christians always believe that the next world event will be the trigger for the Rapture. The Book of Revelation somehow morphs into a kind of betting slip, with Christians essentially wagering on what the Four Horsemen and other elements of the book might represent in our time. Many go so far as to assert that the Apostle John foresaw everything from asteroids to ICBMs.

There is a proper way to read and interpret the Revelation. I am compelled, even though I acknowledge I am swimming upstream, to put the Revelation and other prophetic writings in a right perspective. I will begin deconstructing the Rapture by first showing how the Revelation is more of a historical book, not a code book for predicting events in the 21st century. In subsequent chapters, I will integrate other passages of scripture and hopefully put together the correct prophetic worldview in which we can trust. As Einstein said about mathematics, we should always attempt to simplify, and that is especially true when interpreting the prophetic scriptures. 

That is the purpose of this book—to simplify and solidify our understanding of the Word, and bring clarity to Bible prophecy.  After consideration of all things, we should come to realize that every action of Christ, from His ministry to the hope of His return, is anchored to the establishment of the Kingdom of God. Nothing else, not even the Rapture, should outrank its significance.
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John is NOT the “Revelator.” He is not “revealing” his personal interpretation of the Revelation. He is merely recording what he sees and hears in the vision, or visions, given him by and through the Spirit. It is similar, for example, to the way one might give an eyewitness account of a car accident to a police officer. In Chapter 1, we see that it was God the Father who generated the Revelation. He then gave it to Jesus Christ, who, assisted by a holy angel, passed it along to John. It is why the book is properly called “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” John attempted little, if any, interpretation of what he saw. It was up to the leaders of the seven churches to find the underlying spiritual truths of the Revelation, and then prepare the churches accordingly. That, not surprisingly, is how we should integrate the Revelation into our own lives.

To paint a mental picture, the Revelation is emblematic of a sinking ship. Even though the boat is slowly sinking, the people have found the life preservers, but the question is—-how will they survive? This is the dilemma with which the readers of Revelation, and even John himself, are faced. With the looming persecution from without, and the decay and corruption from within, how will the Church survive? The Revelation foretells of a near hopeless situation, which can only be resolved by the physical return of Christ.

Too many people make the mistake of jumping right into Chapter 6, or Chapter 13, trying to interpret the images therein relative to what they think might happen based on current world events. This is an unwise thing to do. The critical part of the Revelation is the very first chapter. We must understand from where the Revelation originated, who was its intended audience, and the condition in which John wrote about the things that he observed. This makes the foundation on which we can build a solid understanding of the real spiritual truths that lie beneath the elements and characters of John’s vision.

The first thing we should notice is the hierarchy revealed in Chapter 1. God the Father gave the Revelation of Jesus Christ to Jesus Christ! This verifies what Jesus said in Matthew 24:36, in which He stated that only the Father had knowledge of the day and hour that the Son of man should return. In the same way John observed that “...the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world” (1 John 4:14), here in Revelation Chapter 1, we find that the Father is sending future plans for His Son to this world, via the Son Himself, with the aid of an angel. Every action performed by Christ on this earth is subject to the will of the Father, including the time at which Christ will be sent to establish the true Kingdom of God.

John, as a result, is performing the function of a scribe, as we see in verse 2 of Chapter 1. He is simply making a record of all the things that he saw. Everything is a testimony to the future work of Christ. Not the future that is several millennia away—but the immediate future relevant to the time in which the Revelation was written.

This leads to the second, and obvious, fact we should glean from Chapter 1. The Revelation is an urgent, but short-term, prophecy for the seven churches! It is a fire alarm sounding to get the attention of the seven churches, so that they might take corrective action and get back to the “...faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude verse 3). In Revelation 1:1, the intent of the book is declared. It is to “...show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass”. Think of that word “shortly”. What would it have meant to John and the seven churches? Again, in Revelation 1:3, the urgency is expressed, as readers are told to “...keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” The ultimate expression of this critical nature is found at the end of the Revelation. In chapter 22, verse 10, John is told, “...seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.” This means that the Revelation was to be immediately understood and applied; it was not to be sealed or reserved for some future use!

There is no way that John or anyone in the seven churches could have conceived that this book, the Revelation, was intended for anyone but themselves. Furthermore, why would God the Father send the Revelation via His Son, place it in the hands of the great Apostle John, who addressed it to the seven churches in Asia, only to have it relevant to a generation that would be extant thousands of years into the future? If that is true, then most of the Revelation would have been essentially meaningless to the seven churches. Rather, the things that would “shortly come to pass” must be those that the early church would have witnessed. When the seven churches were told that “the time is at hand” they surely understood that it was their time.

The Revelation is not addressed in a general manner to believers everywhere in the 21st century. This book was only intended for the seven churches in Asia. This means, then, that we should read the Revelation more like a history book, rather than some mystical book of prophecy. This is not to say that the Revelation is useless to us. In fact, the method of operation in which Satan is trying to simultaneously destroy the Church and deceive humanity, as described later in the Revelation, has not changed. But there are many clues that the Revelation was intended for the time in which it was written. It is sheer arrogance (along with a healthy dose of narcissism) that causes people to exclusively apply the book to our day and time.

In general terms, the Revelation is comprised of two great admonitions to the churches. First, there are internal deficiencies that are corrupting the churches. Notice the many warnings such as tolerance of false doctrine, abandoning the love of Christ, pursuit of riches, and so on. All of these things are addressed according to the specific circumstances of each church, and could, collectively, destroy the church without any outside persecution. Second, there is an ominous external threat that can potentially exterminate the Church. This threat is not so obviously stated, as it pertained to the Roman Empire and its leaders. John could not have expressly named the person or persons responsible for waging war against the saints, but they are represented by powerful images having beast-like destructive capabilities. These images should be seen much as Joseph saw the images in Pharoah’s dream, which is recorded in the book of Genesis. Joseph did not warn the king of evil cattle and cornstalks, even though they were the images in the dream. Rather, Joseph saw the ultimate truth of what those images represented, and presented the king with the big picture, and how to avoid the calamity the dream forecasted. The Revelation accomplishes the same thing; the images and actions are not to be taken so literally, but do portray a bigger idea of the intensified effort of Satan to destroy the Church by external persecution.
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