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Dedication 

My eternal thanks go to the Weller family for allowing me to publish these stories about their family's fabled fictional adventures in outer space. Ruby and Nolan adopted us the first day we parked our Motor Home in their driveway in Seattle, Washington, for a couple of weeks one summer while visiting our daughter, Dawnzella Gearhart. Ruby and Nolan knew when our RV curtains opened, it was okay to come down and visit with us, and we could all imagine driving our Motor Home on adventures. 

I loved making the Barbie and G. I. Joe clothes for Ruby and Nolan, but as they started to outgrow them, finding the right thing for their Christmas presents became more difficult.  One year, I got a wild idea of writing a book with the Weller family as its main characters. I had a blast sending them into space, traveling several light-years from Earth via a wormhole, and settling on a new uninhabited plane! That was five years ago, and five books later, they are still asking for more chapters. 

Our adventurers discovered other life on the planet, and so far, they have met three more inhabitants! Ruby and Nolan’s nickname for my daughter Dawnzella is Dawnzereli. When I was looking for a name for the dragon friend, I chose Donzereli. Like the dragon in our story, she is brave, strong, and funny. Thank you, Dawnzella, for allowing me to turn you into a boy dragon, and thank you for always being the first person to buy my books, even though I let you read them before they were published. 

As you may know from my other books' dedications, this is a family affair. My husband, Shirl, reads and re-reads the drafts and checks the timeline and spelling that Grammarly and I miss. He has learned Gimp to make book covers. He works hard to bring my vivid imagination to life on the cover to give you an idea of what is inside, waiting for you. 

No one is perfect, but we do our best because, after all, we want to entertain both youngsters and oldsters.  

These books are written for children who can read or for parents to read to them. There is a lot of dialogue to make it fun to read in different voices. In books, we can travel to distant, exciting lands and imagine being the hero. Reading to my children until they fell asleep was as much fun for me as it was for them, and they are both avid readers. 

Prologue: 

If you have read Ruby and Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space, Book 1: The Science Project, Book 2: Dragon Flight, Book 3: The Keep, Book 4: The Others, and Book 5: The Wormhole, you can skip right to Chapter 1 of Ruby and Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space, Book 6: Merpeople. 

The Weller family, consisting of Ty, Robin, Ruby, Nolan, and Pebbles, their dog, agreed to be part of a settlement on a newly discovered uninhabited planet several light-years from Mother Earth. I am not sure that Pebbles agreed to go, but she is happy to be part of the family! They arrive on the Planet via spaceship, slipping through a wormhole, taking days, instead of years, to go between worlds. 

You will remember that in book one, Ruby and Nolan stumble upon a pretty rock. They decide to keep it for a secret science experiment because it is warm and has a slight vibration. They eventually realize it must be an egg, and when it gets big, they help it hatch! They name the dragon Donzereli, and he bonds with them. 

Donzereli invites Ruby, Nolan, Bonnie, and Shamus to fly to his home in the northern mountains. Dr. Allen agrees not to tell the parents if he is “invited” to fly along. They have a blast flying via dragons to the Donzereli family Keep. This little trip sets off a series of adventures: shopping till they drop at the amazing Mall, deep-sea fishing, being kidnapped by the Others, a fun-filled night at the Amusement Park in the South Keep,  and becoming Merpeople! Nolan is okay with it, but Ruby is not okay at all! 

Ruby, Nolan, Bonnie, Shamus, and Dr. Allen try but can’t seem to stay out of trouble! 

Three Consortium representatives show up to view the settlement's progress. The Weller family must find a way to introduce them to two groups of inhabitants that they are unaware exist! The representatives go back to Mother Earth without a decision on what will happen. An alliance is formed consisting of the Dragons, the Others, the Humans, and the Merpeople. Will the dragons collapse the Wormhole temporarily or permanently? 

After months of uncertainty about their future, the Weller family needs a vacation. What could go wrong with spending a week camping at the beach? Maybe what Ruby and Nolan discover exploring while Robin and Ty relax in the shade, sleeping with a good book on their chests.

Ruby and Nolan meet Briaura, who invites them to visit her home. That sounded like an exciting adventure! But could Ruby and Nolan become Merpeople permanently?  



Chapter 1 We can breathe and speak!

––––––––

[image: ]


Briaura dove into the surf! Ruby and Nolan hesitated for a minute and then dove in behind her! 

Ruby and Nolan couldn’t help but close their eyes and hold their breath, but soon, their lungs felt like they would burst. Nolan instinctively took a big gulp of the cold water, trying to get air. He coughed a couple of times, encircling himself with bubbles, and opened his eyes. Seeing the beautiful undersea world, he forgot all about the fact that he was breathing water through his brand-new gills! 

Ruby was still holding her breath, her eyes tightly shut, until Nolan started pulling on her arm. She angrily tried to yank her arm away, but he held on tight. She distinctly heard him say, “Ruby, open your eyes and look around. It's beautiful!” 

“Let go of me, Nolan!” She sputtered and stopped her forward motion, gasping when she realized she had just talked and breathed underwater! Her eyes flew open, and she looked around, seeing the many shades of blue and the lovely colors of the fish, coral reef, and plants. 

“Oh! It is beautiful!” She said, seeing Nolan looking back at her with a silly grin on his face. 

Briaura floated in front of them, enjoying their reactions to breathing and speaking underwater. She laughed and pointed at the huge stream of bubbles speeding to the surface. She floated over to them, moving her elongated feet with ease and grace. Ruby and Nolan tried, but they turned somersaults in the water and laughed at each other, producing an abundance of bubbles. 
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