
Build A Custom 10/22® Rabbit Slayer

The ultimate lightweight hunting rifle

[image: A blue letter h on a white background  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Amilcar Hernandez


Build A Custom 10/22® Rabbit Slayer: The ultimate lightweight hunting rifle.


Copyright © 2024 by Amilcar Hernandez.


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the author. The only exception is by a reviewer, who may quote short excerpts in a review.

Cover designed by Amilcar Hernandez.

Copyright materials, product names, or trademarks represented or recognized in this book are used in an editorial purpose only. At no time does this book intend to infringe on such trademarks or copyright materials. No such use, of any trade name, is intended to convey endorsement or other affiliation with this book.

Amilcar Hernandez


Visit the author’s website at www. aumih.info/books/


Printed in the United States of America

First Printing: July 2024


Over half a century ago, back in 1959, my grandfather let me shoot his Mossberg® .410 bolt-action shotgun. I was a five-year-old at the time, but I can still remember that memorable experience like it was yesterday. Shooting the .410 almost felt like firing a cannon. Luckily, my grandpa shortly after that bought me a single-shot .22-caliber bolt-action rifle from Sears. On that very day, I officially became my grandfather’s hunting buddy. We went on many hunting trips together, trips that created lots of great memories. I wish I could turn back the clock to those carefree days!

I miss you, Grandpa.


Acknowledgments


I want to thank the following vendors and suppliers that have graciously provided their permission to use images from their websites of their products and services for the completion of the book A CUSTOM 10/22® STEP BY STEP: Building a Custom Budget Hunter. These vendors and suppliers come highly recommended by many shooting sports aficionados, and thanks to their support, this book became a reality.


Acculite

Boyds Hardwood Stocks

Brownells

Clark Custom

Custom Shooting Technologies (CST)

CrazyIvan LLC

F.J. Feddersen

Green Mountain

Gunsmither Tools

Kidd

MidwayUSA

PMACA

S&P Outfitters LLC

Stocky's Gunstocks Specialist

Tactical Innovations

TANDEMKROSS

Victor Company

Volquartsen

I want to thank Ricardo—my proofreader, my editor, my marketing advisor, but most importantly my friend. Ricardo’s encouragement and support made a huge difference.

I also want to thank Geir Wollmann, a good friend from Norway. Geir’s suggestions and support have helped with this book.


Contents

Introduction

A Hunting Rifle

The Project

Setting the Criteria

The Receiver

Factory Used

Factory New

Aftermarket

Tracking the Project Cost

The Bolt

Factory Used

Factory New

Aftermarket

References:

Tracking the Project Cost

Bolt and Receiver Parts

Bolt Stop/Buffer

Bolt Charging Handle

Receiver Pins

Takedown Screw

V-Block and Bolts

Tracking the Project Cost

The Barrel

Factory Used

Factory New

Aftermarket

Tracking the Project Cost

The Trigger

Using Existing and Upgrade

Buy New and Upgrade

Aftermarket

Trigger Upgrades

Tracking the Project Cost

The Stock

Tracking the Project Cost

Sights and Optics

Scope

Red Dot

Tracking the Project Cost

Assembly

Installing the Barrel

Installing the Bolt and Parts

Installing the Trigger Group

Installing the Stock

Installing Optics

Range Time

Final Thoughts

The Receiver

The Barrel

The BX Trigger

The Stock

The Scope

The Red Dot

Tracking the Project Cost

Over All

My Dream Hunting Rifle

Gallery

Builder: Robert Webber

Builder: Geir A. B. Wollmann

Builder: Keith Northcutt

Builder: Amilcar Hernandez

Builder: Josh Schultz

Builder: Trenton Brenny

Builder: Keith Kitchen

Builder: Withheld

Builder: Robert Ambler

Builder: Paul Dyer

Builder: Eric Kennard

Builder: Troy White (his and hers)

Builder: Akaranan Tha-Prachan

If you liked A Custom 10/ 22 ® Step By Step?

About the Author

Also by Amilcar Hernandez


Introduction


This book is a continuation of Build a Custom 10/22® Step by Step. In that book, all the rifle’s components were discussed in detail, as well as the assembly process. Also covered are numerous possibilities of how to build your own custom 10/22® clone rifle. This book will use that information to build a specific custom 10/22® type/clone rifle, and as before, provide you with a step-by-step approach.
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It seems that every year, there are new vendors jumping on the 10/22® accessory bandwagon. That is great news because competition breeds better prices and more options to select from. The bad news is that there are already so many accessories available that deciding what to buy can drive you crazy. In my first book, I discussed many of the most popular accessories and aftermarket components.


NOTE:


I want to clarify the term 10/22® clone. The word “clone” is a little misleading. I don’t like using that term when referring to 10/22® builds, because for many people the word clone implies cheap, bootleg, pirated, or cheaper than factory/original. To clarify, when it comes to 10/22® clones, this is not the case. An example is the receiver. All the aftermarket receivers that I’ve used are equal or better than the Ruger® factory ones. In fact, most of them are even superior in material, quality, and design. The same goes for bolts, barrels, and trigger groups. You can build a new rifle using all aftermarket components. The rifle built that way would be considered a 10/22® clone, because it has a Ruger® type action and design. Indeed, it may be a clone, but the rifle will be of better quality than a factory/original rifle.



These two forums are very popular with 10/22® enthusiasts. Pay them a visit:



www.rimfirecentral.com​A great forum dedicated to rimfire firearms.



www.rugerforum.net​An all-Ruger® firearm forum.



Facebook has several groups dedicated to the Ruger® 10/22®, both customizing and clones. I will not recommend any because the groups can disappear before you know it, or the group name may change. Some of the Facebook policies are also known for shutting down firearm-related groups that violate their rules.


Disclaimer

Remember that safety comes first. You, and you alone, are responsible for your safety. The author and publisher will not be held responsible for accidents caused by incorrect use of the contents of this book. In the event you feel uncomfortable or have exceeded your abilities, you should seek a knowledgeable professional gunsmith. Never take chances. And double-check everything!

NOTE:

All the prices mentioned in this book were taken from various vendors' and suppliers’ websites during the creation of this book. The cost of parts/components mentioned are for reference only, but are from the third quarter of 2019.


A Hunting Rifle

As the subtitle of this book implies, this book is about building a dedicated custom budget hunting rifle. Now, you are probably thinking—why build a custom .22-caliber rifle for hunting when the factory 10/22® will do the job? Well, that is absolutely true. Any of the 10/22® models is all you need for hunting. So then, why build a custom rifle for this specific purpose? The answer is simple: because you can! It is like a person building his or her own hotrod instead of buying a factory-made car from a dealership. The custom 10/22® builder is looking for better than factory performance, better accuracy, something for specialized use, and/or something different from a factory production rifle. Basically, it is the same reason why some people customize their trucks or build their own hot rods.

When you build your own personalized rifle, it will be one of a kind. You can brag to friends and family, and you can look them straight in the eye and say, “I built it myself.” When you take your masterpiece to the range and shoot it, you will get goosebumps, because it is something you built. The self-satisfaction you get when you build an accurate rifle, unique and cool looking, is priceless.


Since this book is about custom 10/22® builds and customizing, let’s set aside the thought of using a standard, plain-Jane, ordinary factory production rifle for hunting, and focus on building a custom rifle.


The Project


When I started thinking about building a lightweight hunting rifle, the Ruger® Charger pistol crossed my mind as well as the Takedown (TD) rifle. As far as building a custom rifle or Charger pistol, there is little difference between them. It comes down to personal preference, and the same thing can be said for the Take-down rifle and Charger. Aftermarket accessories are not really any cheaper for a TD or Charger. For me, I prefer a rifle instead of a pistol for rabbit hunting. I always come home with more rabbits when using a rifle.



This is my current rabbit slayer, but sometimes this little jewel accompanies me to the range as well. It is basically a factory rifle with several upgrades and enhancements. There is nothing wrong with this setup. When hunting, I use the BX1 ten-round magazine, remove the bipod, and add a sling. This 10/22® folder has served me well for years, but now it is time to build a more specific rifle.
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