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Introduction


			1. There is a reason why John counseled Christian elders, “If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.”1 Christian elders were failing to do creation’s course, which course the LORD’s Christ blessed and ratified by His passing, regenerating, and high priestly appointment within the heavenly Sanctuary. Because they strayed from heaven’s new will for man, they began doing what is “foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.”2 To “hate” is to do contrary to the counsel, “Love one another,”3 which “love,” in reality, means, “Edify one another.”4 John sought to put priests and ministers in remembrance of creation due to the fact that creation did “good” to creation, which “good” is defined by the saying, “Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification,”5 and, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying.”6 For this cause, we should not take the words “hate” and “love,” as they are here used in Scripture, to mean any secular or sensual thing. To “love” is to edify, and edification is mental, and this mental refreshing occurring when “comparing spiritual things with spiritual”7 to fortify the understanding. To “hate,” then, also falls in line with mental activity, except it is contrary to edification, and means to retard, reduce, decline, limit, or decrease the conversation’s conscience on heavenly things. 


			2. The “hate” that John saw from Christian elders was reminding him of the beginning of his LORD’s operation, and not simply that record of Adam in Eden, but of before Eden’s controversy, for “the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”8 


			3. This is a very disturbing image, especially since the record of creation states, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”9 What is evident, in the beginning, is that the earth is lame, but this is not what is only wrong. What is wrong is that the earth is lame because both “darkness” and the LORD’s Word rest on the same waters. “The deep” are “the waters”; the two are one and the same illustration, even as it says, “The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high,”10 and, “The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.”11 When we hear of “waters” in vision, we shouldn’t take them to mean literal seas, which is why it says, “The waters which thou sawest...are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”12 In reality, “darkness” and the Word are both joined together in one religious denomination without any distinction, and what suffers for this religious negligence is the earth. In the beginning, the LORD did create His world, but the earth that He created found itself in a spiritually degenerate condition, for it lacked His form, and if it lacked His form, then we may know that it adhered to another form, which form blessed His earth with “death.”


			4. The form of the LORD is the image of God, and because “God is a Spirit,”13 to discern His “nature,” it is well to comprehend the shape of His Spirit. We understand the Spirit’s fashion according to the saying, “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.”14 The fact that the Word pronounces a division between light and darkness reveals to us His image, which image is of One regenerating to provoke reform from what separates the spirit of the mind from His voice, for “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”15 Our mind, and the conscience of our conversation, is the Spirit’s primary concern for our faith’s wellbeing, which is why we are counseled, “Be renewed in the spirit of your mind,”16 and, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”17 The Spirit’s concern can be for no thing but the mind because “a spirit hath not flesh and bones.”18 If flesh and bones, we may take the Spirit’s Faith to be for what is flesh and bones, but since wholly Spirit, “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”19 Now, what is of flesh and bones is contrary to the Spirit’s Faith because it forwards what lacks faith, and “whatsoever is not of faith is sin”20 to heaven’s new covenant will, “and the law is not of faith.”21 


			5. This “law” that Paul mentions is in reference to the legal religious ordinance crafted by the hands of priests and elders. When it says, of what God’s Man abolished by His flesh, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances,”22 what is handwritten of priests and elders is for ever taken away from His LORD and Father’s Faith, for “the sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.”23 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances,”24 this Christ of Judah; of the seed of David, of them confessing, “I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven”;25 took from out of His LORD’s throne religion every legal religious commandment of every Moses; both in that age of the offering, and in every age thereafter. We understand this fact because “whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it.”26 The illustration portrayed by this Christ on the tree is an illustration for ever condemning the inventing and employing of traditions and charges to His LORD’s Faith by any one, and especially any priest or elder at any time after this act. And this the Spirit did, and this His Christ consented to do, because we are to be “written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God.”27 Thus, if it is that we find our religious conversation to be in service to teachings, and to sabbaths, and to charges, and to ceremonies not associated to Eden’s LORD or Word, it is well to quit the craft of men to personally learn of heaven’s right will and doctrine, even as it says, “Acquaint now thyself with him.”28 


			6. Herein is what the Spirit’s Christ means when saying, “Repent ye, and believe the gospel.”29 We have to really understand the reality of what is here spoken. He is not speaking to any one but Jews of the LORD’s assembly, for His mission did not remove away from the Jews, even as a companion of His states, “We are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem.”30 Our concern should be what it is that He is demanding repentance for and from, and what it is that we are to trust when penitent. Thus, remembering that “the strength of sin is the law,”31 the Word’s Minister taught a doctrine encouraging the people to quit legal religious laws for personally acquainting the conversation’s conscience with the Spirit’s will, for even He Himself did this, saying, “I know him, and keep his saying.”32 There is no liberty of mind within the legal religion, for the one without subjection to “the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,”33 says, “Why is my liberty judged of another man’s conscience?”34 The understanding of the conscience’s liberty from the rule of priests and elders to experience “the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man”35 is preached by this Christ, for He knew the position He should take up after His earthy mission, and, today, “we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens.”36 His heavenly intercession is for the purpose of finishing His Father’s will within our inward parts, but if “the strength of sin is the law,”37 and we are continuing in what His sacrifice has accursed, must we think to faithfully execute His name without any carnal or sensual support? 


			7. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,”38 and because “the law is not of faith,”39 it must be blotted out from the Spirit’s will and learning, for “without faith it is impossible to please him.”40 This is why it is well to understand what the Spirit means when saying, “He that is hanged is accursed of God,”41 for “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”42 As this Man lifelessly hangs on the tree, the illustration of His flesh represents the passing away of every handwritten ordinance of whatever Moses should come along, whether he exist in that age or in any other age thereafter. The principles of heaven’s religion are therefore sealed with blood, which principles are ten laws of heaven’s throne, which laws are blessed by the Faith that blood forwards, which Faith is illuminated by creation’s seal, which seal reads, “God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.”43 John would have us remember that “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,”44 that we might not find ourselves honoring a Christ outside of the Hebrew tree, which tree begins in Eden, which Eden began with the LORD and His Word after creation, which creation, and Sabbath of creation, is blessed by this same Word for ever. This LORD’s Christ preached this same Word and Spirit to alleviate the LORD’s spiritual world, along with man’s inwards, from that work and effect of “death,” and He defines for us the “world” that He came in to by saying, “I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort.”45 


			8. This Christ of the Bible is that Christ for “the LORD God of the Hebrews,”46 and Paul, understanding that Christian elders adhered to another Christ, counseled them, “Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead.”47 Paul must say, “Remember,” because Christian elders were doing contrary to the doctrine of that One the apostles referenced. This Christ preached putting away; from the personal religion; “the handwriting of ordinances”48 of priests and ministers to receive a baptism that those ordinances can never provide, which baptism is “with the washing of water by the word.”49 Because it is by words, this baptism is greater than that occurring by any law of flesh for consecration or conversion, for conversion occurs only within the heart of the mind, which is why we are to be “perfect, as pertaining to the conscience.”50 Because the legal bill fails of rightly reaching the conscience, it is “sin” to the Spirit’s learning, which learning states, “Through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”51 The mind must personally spend time with the Spirit’s voice if the conscience should know what to keep and dress the conversation with, and by this Christ on the tree, and then brought up by the Spirit into His LORD’s heavenly Temple, what we have depicted to us is the complete removal of handwritten charges from the Spirit’s Faith, leaving only what the LORD of that Christ has decreed from out of His own mouth for observance, which is Ten Commandments highlighted by “the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”52 


			9. He or she passing through creation’s course will understand why every one of the LORD’s ten laws belong to their conversation, for by doing the will and saying of His Son’s name, every law of liberty will be pronounced to their heart. And this will happen because we today have a King and a Priest over the LORD’s name, even as it says of Aaron, “Aaron was separated...to burn incense before the LORD, to minister unto him, and to bless in his name for ever.”53 A “king” of God is a “priest” of the LORD’s Faith, even as it says, “This Melchis’edec, king of Sa’lem, priest of the most high God,”54 and, “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests.”55 How odd would it be for the LORD; who is that only King and God of heaven and earth; to have beside Him another King and God of heaven and earth? This is illogical. As a High Priest, the position of the LORD’s Minister is not to be “God,” but to bring His assembly to His LORD’s wisdom and science, even as it says of this Christ today, “He shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.”56 This is important to understand because this Christ’s sacrifice, and then this Christ’s priestly ordination as His LORD’s Chief Priest, establishes only one rule in heaven and earth, and that rule being the throne of the LORD His Father. Henceforward, every law or commandment put forth by the pen and voice of priests and elders is accursed of the Word; “for he that is hanged is accursed of God”;57 seeing as how His High Priest’s office eternally establishes the throne of His Father’s Order. 


			10. Christian elders were not correctly giving enough attention to that Faith forwarded by this High Priest, and were therefore doing contrary to what His mediation taught, moving the apostles to say, “Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another,”58 and, “He was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.”59 Again, these things are written to Jews and pagan converts to Judaism, whose religion is determined by that “which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them.”60 These carnal ordinances are legal religious laws, and the first apostles sought to help Christian elders understand that “the sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.”61 The “sin” that this Christ preached against was the very act that Christian elders were carrying out, which act was in inventing and regarding religious laws for blessing, which moved Paul to write, “After that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.”62 


			11. “Love” is in sweeping away the rubbish of what is not faith to encourage right learning by faith, but “hate” is in encouraging what is not faith as though it is of faith. “Hate” is subjecting the conscience under legal rules and ordinances for righteousness to beautify the outward conversation, while “love” is in releasing the conscience from the legal charge by firstly spiritually discerning the LORD’s voice, to then secondly act out that understand for, thirdly, knowledge to feed the heart to keep our faith soberly and intelligently on the hope of His Spirit. There is no faith in the legal religious bill, for, if all I must do is keep a tradition for righteousness, then I will only keep the tradition and have no mind to think any further. This is the religious philosophy of the serpent, and the end of this philosophy is witnessed, in the beginning, by the earth’s condition. It is a fact that “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,”63 therefore when we find ourselves observing some desolate thing, we may know that the Spirit and confidence of liberty is not there. The earth adhered to the religion of darkness, even the religion “of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.”64 Now, “the sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law”;65 and when we are hearing about the earth’s condition, we may know that the earth exists in a state of “hate,” having its conscience under the rule of standards and judgments by a will without faith’s learning. 


			12. Therefore to help Christian elders draw a clear reflection of their conversation, John wrote, “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning,”66 and, “Know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.”67 There is no “sin” in the knowledge of the living God’s name, that is, there is no legal religious bill in heaven’s new covenant Faith. The elder or minister preaching and subscribing to what is “sin”; that is, creating and employing legal religious laws and doctrines while professing service to the LORD and Word of the Bible; is a religiously erroneous and spiritually negligent pastor, for, “having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances,”68 such manners of worship and service are taken away from the Word’s doctrine for ever. If it is that we accept the illustration of this LORD’s Christ not simply on the tree, but also removed from the tree and brought in to the heavenly Sanctuary, it is that we accept what only remains by His mediation, which is every word that has ever come out of His LORD’s mouth. 


			13. The serpent’s philosophy is righteousness without faith in any thing but the charge of priests and elders. John hoped that Christian leadership could understand their false course, how that it mimicked the earth’s original fall and Adam’s transgression. Because the spirit of darkness ruled the earth, the earth found itself without a mind to properly dress its members with. But as soon as the earth heard how “God said, Let there be light,”69 a loud cry came from the earth’s heart, for, that Spirit pronouncing the sound of light said, “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”70 The earth, only after receiving a fair reflection of its own self by the Word’s impression, understood that the “good” it took for righteousness was only error that kept it asleep. “Darkness” only burdened the earth, and by that yoke, destroyed the earth, both inside and out. This was contrary to “love,” for the earth only knew “hate,” even an influence that refused to edify its core so that it could personally edify its government. If “death” were right; and “the sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law”;71 then the earth should experience no wrong thing against itself. Likewise, the apostles counseled them, “If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”72 Thus, because “love” is understood to liberate the conversation from unnecessary chains, Paul counseled them, “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them,”73 and, “All things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.”74 


			14. The apostles told them, “Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light,”75 for like as the earth heard light’s doctrine and never removed from it, the apostles expected the same from Christian elders, which is why they told them, “The darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.”76 The first regeneration of the earth spiritually resembled the LORD’s plan for the creation of man’s inward parts, and the apostles, discerning this, sought to help Christian elders understand the illustration put forth by creation’s record. If they stayed faithful to “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,”77 they would not do to the present creation what took place of old against the earth, and then against the earth again through Adam. If they took great care to beautify their faith’s body by edifying their conscience, they would have understood that the legal religious law is “sin” because it “could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience.”78 They would have understood why the name of the LORD’s Christ is that Deliverer, and for what cause; they would have learned that “we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”79 But because they failed to investigate the Faith of this Christ, they began to do what is unjust before His LORD’s Word, when if they had patiently and temperately sat with His words, they would have said, “That I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ.”80  
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			Works Left Undone


			1. “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”81 “This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.”82 


			2. The apostle John longed to see the church remain in the name of the Father and His Son; this is that John who wrote, “He that saw it bare record, and his record is true; and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.”83 Because of the spirit that this man had within his heart, this man, who was ever “leaning on Jesus’ bosom”;84 “whom Jesus loved”;85 “received a commandment from the Father”86 for the Christian church, saying, “Thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen.”87 


			3. John was present when the LORD’s Christ said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches,”88 “and my Father is the husbandman.”89 John was there when He said, “I am the good shepherd.”90 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”91 “I then, your Lord and Master,”92 “have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you”:93 “ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”94 John heard and studied the Spirit’s counsel from “looking upon Jesus as he walked,”95 for this Christ said of His host, “They do follow My voice,”96 therefore this same apostle wrote, “Follow not that which is evil, but that which is good,”97 for “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth...who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed.”98 


			4. It must have been heartbreaking for John to hear, concerning the Spirit’s observation of ministers within the church, “I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”99 It wasn’t that long ago when “all that believed were together, and had all things common,”100 yet the saying was fulfilling, “Of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”101 Herein we see why John wrote, when heading a letter, “Unto the elect lady and her children.”102 This elect church maintained “the faith of God’s elect,”103 for, at this time of which we speak, there “arose a question between some of John’s disciples and the Jews,”104 that is, between them that honored “the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship”105 and “the Jews which believed not,”106 “the sect of the Pharisees which believed.”107 “To all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at E’phesus”;108 the same ones professing the Faith of the Father and His Son that said, “Great is Diana of the Ephe’sians,”109 and, “Keep the law of Moses”;110 came a word of caution from the Spirit’s minister, saying, “Love not the world.”111 “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.”112 “This is love, that we walk after his commandments”;113 “that we should believe on the name of his Son...and love one another, as he gave us commandment.”114 


			5. “That which was from the beginning”115 of the Spirit’s dispensation is the counsel of the “first love.”116 In the beginning, them dawning the spirit of Eph’esus were as a white horse that went forth conquering by the name of the living God, and to conquer for the name of the living God.117 All “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,”118 “and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”119 “Believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women,”120 yet it happened that “the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.”121 Thus, John wrote to them that had been damaged by “them which say they are apostles, and are not,”122 saying, “These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you,”123 for, the word had gone out some time ago, “In the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”124 For this cause, it is well to inquire about where we are in the time of John’s letters. The apostle himself tells us, saying, “It is the last time.”125 “The latter time” and “the last time” are one, and it was at this time in history that believers were to hear, concerning their conversation, that they should remain in “the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”126 At the end of this time or season of blessing, the faithful were to receive salvation; “The salvation of your souls,”127 they were taught; but to reach that end, the people were to abide by the Faith and spiritual labor they first began with. 


			6. This is why John says, “That we may have boldness in the day of judgment,”128 for the apostles knew that, at the end of the times, a judgment would commence, for again he says, “When he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”129 The apostles knew how that their High Priest had said, “I will come near to you to judgment,”130 yet they, like the apostles after them, misunderstood the manner of His appearing, for it says, concerning this “coming,” “The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.”131 This appearing means that “he shall purify the sons of Levi...that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness,”132 which is why the Spirit’s Christ confessed of His witness, “John came unto you in the way of righteousness,”133 for John taught “the righteousness which is of faith.”134 


			7. The apostle John knew the ordinances given of the Spirit for the last time would keep the church as His faithful and honorable witness to the religious world, and if obeyed, would prepare every believer to accept the counsel of the position that the LORD’s Christ should assume at the end of the last time, along with their new duty to that ministration. But from His observation of an unbelief that garnered discontent within Christian elders, the counsel of the Spirit to the church was, “Thou hast left thy first love. Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works.”135 


			8. That which was given to the early church was their “first love,” and this “first love” was the doing of the “first works” of that “first love.” What works are these? It was told them, “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die.”136 Of old the LORD said, “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not...The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.”137 Because “wisdom strengtheneth,”138 it was the responsibility of the early church to add the Spirit’s wisdom to their spiritual understanding, for they had among them a heart that lacked sure “knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”139 If they took the time to comprehend heaven’s new covenant will by discerning the old, the Spirit would have never acknowledged them as “them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”140 It is because they failed to settle their heart on the LORD’s Faith that John wrote of them, “They went out from us.”141 


			9. Paul confirms, “The Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ”;142 “for through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”143 “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.”144 These Jews are them who Paul mentions when saying, “Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins always.”145 These priests found Paul’s doctrine so grievous that, in the process of time, and after Paul had drawn injury to himself, “certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul...They were more than forty which had made this conspiracy.”146 The apostle John saw all of this happening against his band by a church who, when once honestly “believed were of one heart and one soul,”147 and so knew within himself, when catching wind of their foreign state of mind, “Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”148 


			10. It was around 65A.D. that Paul had been executed, and around 64A.D., the churches of Asia had been framed in their own government. The revelation given to John came during the years 90-100A.D., therefore even before he wrote his epistles and was given the Spirit’s counsel “in the isle that is called Pat’mos,”149 the word of the apostle Paul, concerning apostasy within the Christian church, was being fulfilled. This is why, during the time when a clear division was being drawn between the Spirit’s apostles and them “of the sect of the Pharisees which believed,”150 John expressed the prevailing character of church elders, saying, “Prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.”151 Of this counterfeit assembly, the LORD’s Christ says, “Ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.”152 Concerning such ministers, Paul writes, “Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ,”153 for to these elders he says, “By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh by justified in his sight,”154 and, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.”155 


			11. Godly love had perished due to “all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.”156 Our High Priest says, concerning the name of His intercession, “Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life,”157 which is why it says, “God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.”158 What is “life”? Plainly the apostle says, “The Spirit is life.”159 Therefore in the name and knowledge of the LORD’s High Priest; which name is “the law of Christ,”160 “the word of righteousness”;161 is “the eternal Spirit”162 to “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”163 It is for this reason that every believer is “complete in him”;164 that is, in the wisdom and operation of His Son’s mediation; “for in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead,”165 which is why it says, “Be filled with all the fullness of God,”166 or rather, “Be filled with the Spirit.”167 


			12. “By his Spirit in the inner man,”168 “Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith”169 to declare, “I delight in the law of God after the inward man.”170 Wherefore how is it that, in John’s day, that white and perfect horse in vision could turn to become “another horse that was red”?171 It is said, “He that keepeth the law, happy is he,”172 therefore the Spirit’s Minister says, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if you do them.”173 Thus, it was “men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness,”174 that compelled John to place the church in remembrance of what appeared when doing heaven’s will, saying, “He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son,”175and, “He that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.”176


			13. That which was to confess simple faith and obedience to the Spirit’s doctrine was replaced with another doctrine of another spirit, and in salutation of another God. These “who changed the truth of God into lie,”177 who “did not like to retain God in their knowledge,”178 compelled the apostle to write, “Many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.”179 Because there was no honest searching after the LORD and Spirit of heaven’s High Priest, because strange materials again began to consume the heart of priests professing His name, many began to “glory in appearance, and not in heart.”180 Joy in the knowledge of Christ’s LORD and Father had again been removed from an assembly claiming devotion to Him, making the saying applicable for a second time, “I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.”181 That which came by men “as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”182 was “counted as beasts, and reputed vile,”183 “less than nothing and vanity,”184 and was exchanged for “Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.”185 Because happiness in following the Spirit’s law and decree concerning the benevolent Faith of heaven’s LORD had vanished, for the vision of the Spirit’s prayer had not been considered, leaving the saying, “Where there is no vision, the people perish,”186 to be fulfilled.  


			14. The first apostles wrote, “concerning them that seduce”187 “through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ,”188 “They speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh.”189 This is why John, when writing of his elect favorites in the Father and the Son, says, “I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth,”190 for, before this time, John had said, “The Spirit is truth,”191 therefore these had heard and obeyed the injunction, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.”192 When once upholding the conversation by the Spirit’s will and understanding, giving no power to the appetite within the members of the tongue of that conversation, what is the result? John writes, “Follow not that which is evil, but that which is good,”193 that is, “Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness,”194 and, “Follow after the things...wherewith one may edify another.”195 Herein we have the general character “of the doctrine which is according to godliness,”196 that is, “the doctrine of Christ.”197 


			15. There is a reason why Paul says that the faith of the Spirit’s host is “after the common faith,”198 for, in one sense, when that of the Spirit is eaten without happiness, it becomes “common or unclean,”199 for “the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God.”200 That which is to bring sinful and penitent man to the Spirit’s will calls for a reform on diet. An evident attribute that one displays after accepting heaven’s doctrine is the fruit of the knowledge of temperance concerning “the flesh with the affections and lusts,”201 and without accepting the full work of righteousness, there will be many “desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.”202 This is why John writes, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”203 If there is a conversation in the Spirit’s higher learning, then that conversation will bear witness of every right fruit of the LORD and Son of that Spirit, for “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”204 For this cause, every one keeping and dressing his or her mind with the wisdom of the Spirit’s heavenly ministry says, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”205


			16. There is a spirit in the Faith of God’s Man that is without “a shew of wisdom in will worship.”206 But Paul reports of spurious ministers, “They constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.”207 The banner that once read, “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world,”208 now needed to hear, “Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?”209 It was because of the vision given him revealing the new spirit that should arise in the church that John wrote, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God,”210 for he knew that if there was to be any faithfulness among believers, any stance for reverencing the LORD’s Government, it would have to be through “fellowship of the Spirit,”211 which fellowship manifested itself from personally doing “good.” If the churches could hear these two points, “Believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment,”212 there would be no deception in the conversation of their ministers, but every trace of right confession. Therefore, “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God,”213 said John to the churches, “every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.”214 


			17. Them that confess to the Spirit’s will existing within the members of their heart and mind reveal their conversation with that Spirit’s LORD and Father, and if the religion is of His Spirit, then the heart will confess, “God sent his only begotten Son”215 “to be the propitiation for our sins”216 “that we might live through him.”217 “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”218 Yet why did the spirit of compassion and brotherly love vanish from within the early church? It was because many refused to sincerely and wholeheartedly confess, “We have known and believed the love that God hath to us.”219 


			18. Nothing can be done for the mind in a state of unbelief. A refusal to allow the heart to accept, and by an active faith, the Spirit’s counsel, is proof to His eye that the conscience of the conversation will not welcome reform by His voice. Yet when once the soul believes on and examines the instruction of the living God, the counsel is, “Let us love not in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”220 That which testifies “of the truth that is in thee”221 will “have born witness of thy charity before the church,”222 and this is what it means to allow the Spirit’s doctrine to birth indifferent beneficence within the soul, even as it says, “Doest faithfully whatsoever thou does to the brethren, and to strangers.”223 This is the doing of “good,” the following after righteousness. Such a work for the one consecrated to the Spirit’s voice is to bring the hopeful spirit forward on their journey after a godly conversation.224 If the church does this, “Thou shalt do well,”225 says John, or rather, “Doeth good.”226 


			19. John heard the Spirit say, “Strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to perish,”227 and, “Thou hast left thy first love”;228 “do the first works.”229 There was, at this time, a need to call the churches to remember the spirit from which they were born, which spirit teaches, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”230 Our High Priest says, “Follow me,”231 and, “He that loveth his life shall lose it,”232 but why say these things? This He teaches because this same Christ says, “I lay down my life”;233 “for even Christ pleased not himself”;234 which is why His beloved apostle writes, “He laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren,”235 that is, “Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.”236 


			20. Because the church removed their attention from principles that witnessed to the effect of right unity by mental and spiritual recuperation, their faith and confidence in the hope promised by the Faith of the LORD’s Son collapsed, causing a blow to the structure of the perfect harmony of the Spirit’s new dispensation. Because the Spirit’s will was not accepted among them, spiritual deception was entertained. When once deception entered into the fold, then came compromise, even “false prophets also among the people”237 who encouraged “damnable heresies,”238 “ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness.”239 Again, how could this have been accomplished? It was said, “Remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord...how that they told you there should be mockers in the last time,”240 “who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.”241 “These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts”;242 “mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.”243 John heard the Spirit say, “Thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars,”244 and it was for this reason that he, trying to keep the thoughts of the elders heavenward, wrote, “Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.”245 A spirit of error was striving with those of a spirit for truth and hopeful for birth by “the law of the Spirit of life,”246 and the apostles felt the pangs of death beating against their heart due to the sight of growing apostasy within their camps. 


			21. What else could John say to them but, “This is the message that ye have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”247 As it was said, “Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another,”248 in reality, it was known, “Comfort yourselves together, and edify one another.”249 For, Paul wrote, to encourage them to experience heaven’s learning, “We exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.”250 This charge forced them to quit the noise of the various ministers professing the Spirit’s Faith to personally settle their own understanding, to the end they may know what good should appear by an experimental faith in the knowledge of God’s Son to better value self, the Spirit’s wisdom, and all others hopeful for the end of His ministry.  


			22. That which is “good” is a living expression of “your work of faith, and labour of love.”251 It was this labor; both to their own individual self and to one another; that they allowed to slip away from them. John knew that if the Spirit’s voice was rejected, so too would pass away the betterment of free unity invoked by that Spirit, and if there should be no place found for heaven’s labor and learning, it means that there has been a rejection of the Spirit’s doctrine and that a breach has been made between them and the mediation of His High Priest. How, then, is it that a break from loyalty to heaven’s pure Faith occurred? It is said, “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.”252 The elders of the early church had not received that promised conception of the Spirit within the spirit of their mind, for they had no right knowledge that “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”253 


			23. “Eat so much as is sufficient for thee,”254 counsels the Spirit, for “the righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul.”255 Discontent and intemperance estranged the early church from the Godhead, for her elders became “mad upon their idols,”256 so much so that they were counseled, “It is a shame to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.”257 It was because John saw this manner of worship and service at work that he wrote, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.”258 


			24. The heart of the apostles shattered when they saw how many ministers counted the Spirit’s grace, and the understanding of Christ’s priestly ministration, to mean nothing for their conversation’s growth and development. The Word’s man pleaded, “Behold”;259 Look and consider; “what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us”;260 what kindness the Father hath donated and imparted upon our faith’s heart; “that we should be called the sons of God.”261 There was an ever-present zeal for heaven’s instruction, but it was that “they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”262 John desired to call the attention to the means for righteousness to properly execute love’s service, which means was the express revelation of the Spirit’s benevolence to our inward parts through His Son’s name, which is why he wrote, “This is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.”263 We should know that our High Priest “received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost”264 for the development of our faith and mind in salvation’s science.  


			25. “We might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith,”265 said the apostle, therefore “we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”266 John saw the profession of the people preparing itself to rest “where Satan’s seat is,”267 and so sought to call the mind to the purpose of God’s Man sacrificed on that tree, and to the only means for justification in the Spirit’s sight, even as he says, “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”268 For this cause, John counseled, “Abide in him”:269 “the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you”;270 “abide in him.”271 Years before, Paul had said of these same elders, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel,”272 for John now desired to bring an honest consideration to ministers regarding their religion and the proof of it, placing them in remembrance of how it was counseled, “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”273 


			26. Thus, John wrote to the churches and said, “Behold the fashion and the form that the Spirit’s love is given us for the purpose of adoption into the LORD our Father’s heavenly Family. Contemplate and discern our Father’s gift in order to provoke sincere acts of like tenderheartedness, for ‘we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved,’274 that is, inwardly recovered.” It is by “the Spirit of grace”275 that “they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign”276 in heaven’s conversation, and with the gift of righteousness there is only one work, and it says, “Every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.”277  


			27. “Righteousness” is not a state of being, but is rather an assignment to accomplish. Such employment is by learning of and doing the Spirit’s will, which is why we are counseled, “Acquaint now thyself with him,”278 and, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”279 The end of the Spirit’s will is the revelation of His righteousness within the constitution of our faith’s body, and as we allow the Spirit of heaven’s mediation to do His work within our mind, it is that the reformer is to also lead many, by their training under the wings of His Son, “forward on their journey after a godly sort”280 as “fellowhelpers to the truth”;281 herein is the announcement that “Christ” has come in to the flesh. To the believer is given “the ministration of reconciliation,”282 which is “the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power,”283 to accomplish within their heart by the knowledge of His Son through their own disciplined rule over self, to the end their consolation “not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.”284 


			28. John desired the one who actively and diligently believes on the LORD’s Faith to contemplate the manner of executing the promised redemption of the conversation. John desired church elders to understand that the root of their admiration for his LORD lay in the ground of self-sacrificing charity, which ground is watered by showers of grace, to the end the seed of faith, that the Spirit has placed within the person, may grow up by His own voice, and by their own efforts to soberly and intelligently learn of and do that voice. The end of this work is to ensure that the believer “walkest in the truth,”285 that is, owns a conversation after His Son’s doctrine and the knowledge of His name. For this to take place within the church, John instructed, “Be in health, even as thy soul prospereth,”286 and, “Keep yourselves from idols,”287 “for this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication.”288 


			29. Faithfulness to only the LORD’s Word would have resulted in blessings that would have encouraged pure movements of brotherly love and godly affection within the early church. One of the reasons that accounted for her fall from heaven’s Faith was the fact that the members of the church lost sight of their own individual accountability before the wisdom of the LORD’s Spirit and ministry. Spiritual senselessness “after the commandments and doctrines of men”289 was advertised as the necessary prescribed practice for salvation, and a false religion was not known to have generated by that foolishness because there was a veiled atmosphere contrary to edification, for which cause John wrote, “He that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.”290 Thus, through the example forwarded by the early Christian church, we may know that if individuals lack moral courage to rightly divide the LORD’s speech, “I will spue thee out of my mouth,”291 says His Spirit. This is why we today are counseled, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works.”292 
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