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Chapter One

Religious Oppression
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This all started several years ago, when I was still living at home. I was around 15 or 16 years old at the time. I was like most guys, really. I kept myself busy with a healthy dose of cable TV, violent video games, and of course, my secret collection of porn. Most was on my computer, of course, hidden in a directory I knew no one would ever find. Well, as it turns out, someone did find it. My mom of all people.

Most moms would be upset. Maybe embarrassed, angry, worried, whatever. Some moms might say something, some maybe not. But not my mom. She isn’t like most people you meet.

She’s a saint. Well, at least, that’s what she’d have you believe—and most of our church did. She was the woman who always prayed, who was always available for spiritual advice, who never missed a Sunday at church. She volunteered at the church. She baked food to help raise money for the church. She even wrote “get well soon” cards when people didn’t show up every week. She assumed they were sick. Why else would they miss church service?

I love my mom. Always did, always will. But you see, the thing with my mom is, she’s nuts. Really. She’s a religious nut. A religious zealot, you might even say. Her entire world was wrapped around her church and religious community. And when it came to conservative beliefs and attitudes, she was the epitome of it.

For example, I wasn’t allowed to watch MTV—ever. But the list of banned television didn’t stop there. You know that show “Mad About You” with Helen Hunt and Paul Reiser? Couldn’t watch that. They talked about sex too much. And “Friends”? Forget it.

Or take “The Simpsons” for example. My mom didn’t like how Bart talked back to his parents, and was afraid he’d be a bad influence on me. So that was banned.

As was “Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Why? It was too “occultic” as my mom would say. It worshiped and glorified the devil, she claimed.

This, of course, also eliminated shows like “The X-Files” and “Beavis and Butthead” (although I don’t think I missed much with the latter).

Pretty much the only thing I could watch were shows like “Family Matters” and “Full House” and (naturally) “Touched By An Angel.”

Pretty sad, huh?

It gets worse.

Certain music was banned from the house, too. Well, pretty much all music, unless it was religious.

You get the picture. Life sucked growing up. I never fit in. I could never keep up with popular culture. My classmates made fun of me. I was always one step behind everybody else. I couldn’t keep up. I hated it.

To make matters worse, my parents were both cheapskates too. (I know, this is getting hard to believe. But, sadly, this is all true.) So my clothes were always out of fashion, and usually bought from Target or Wal-Mart. Not that those aren’t cool stores. But once in a while I’d like to “fit in” and wear the brand name clothes everybody else was wearing.

As you might’ve guessed, my family was pretty controlling. Usually religion was used as the source of power. For instance, if I didn’t do what they said, then I was disrespecting their God-given place of authority over me. Which meant, of course, I was disrespecting God. Which meant, of course, I might go to Hell.

Growing up, you never question your parents’ beliefs. You just sort of accept them as absolute truth. But somewhere in your teen years, you start to think for yourself. At least, that’s what happened to me...
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