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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:

[image: C:\Users\wanitajump\Documents\aCoversNew2016\2016-17summercovers\Heistdom+\Cok Prequel Poster.jpg]

​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN: PREQUEL –

Christmas Before the Magic

Question the Darkness

Into the Darkness

Fight the Darkness

Alone in the Darkness

Lost the Darkness
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN SEQUEL

Matter of Time

Time Piece

Second Chance

Glitch in Time

Our Time

Precious Time
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Living in the Past
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Present for Today
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Staring at the Future
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Book 1 – Stopping Time

Book 2 – A Passage of Time

Book 3 – Ticking Clock

Book 4 – Just in Time

Book 5 – Time in the City

Book 6 – Ultimate Future
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Book 1 - School of Potential

Book 2 - Myths & Magic

Book 3 - Kith & Kin

Book 4 - Playing With Power

Book 5 - Line of Ancestry

Book 6 - Descent of Hope
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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IF YOU CAN'T BEAT THEM, join them...

When yet another attack leaves the students of Guilder Boarding School looking for answers, Aria decides to take matters into her own hands. Armed with a set of powers she'd vowed never to use, she follows the clues to the killer—only to find that nothing is as it seems.

The world is changing. Alliances are shifting. And the very foundations of the supernatural community are at risk. Like it or not, people are starting to take sides.

But will Aria and her friends find themselves on the right side of the fight?

Or are some sins too big to come back from?
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Chapter 1
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To anyone watching from the air, something incredible was happening on the secretive campus of Guilder Boarding School. Bolts of lightning ripped through the peaceful night, feral growls and roars echoed off the trees. But perhaps the most fantastical sight of all was happening a little ways off from the rest of the action. A soft golden glow, tucked away in the shadowy trees.

“Come on,” Aria whispered, bowing her head. “Please work.”

Her eyes were closed and her body was frozen in suspension, as if the ethereal light radiating from her fingers had put the world in a kind of trance. Both hands were pressing on the chest of the boy lying beneath her. The same boy whose broken kiss still lingered on her lips.

He’d passed out only a moment after, staying conscious just long enough to stare up at her with a silent goodbye. Then the pain and blood loss overtook him, leaving her alone to perform a magical miracle on the dark and wintery night.

“Just stay with me,” she whispered again, leaning over as locks of her dark hair whispered around his face. “Just keep breathing.”

Never had she been able to work the tatù until that very moment. Never had she understood that such a magic had a cost. It wasn’t possible to simply save someone’s life with a wave of one’s hands. Such a thing demanded personal sacrifice. A life to be leveraged against the one to be lost.

It consumed her completely, leaving her immune to the world around her. To the vicious fight raging on in the trees. A fight that was about to get a whole lot bigger.

“Benji!”

Lily was the first to arrive in the clearing—ironic, given that she was one of the only people involved who wasn’t in possession of a speed tatù. She raced across the lawns, her shimmering gown trailing behind her, then froze in horror at the nightmarish scene.

Two of her friends were lying on the ground, soaked in blood she could only pray wasn’t their own. Haloed in a fantastical ring of light that was—for the moment—keeping them alive.

...her other friend was fighting a tiger.

“Ben!” she screamed again, prioritizing in terms of risk.

Without a thought she went tearing towards him, ignoring his warning, looking around for something she could use to fight. Then all at once, an enormous shadow stepped in between them.

At first, she didn’t understand what she was staring at. There was something obvious and familiar about it, but her mind couldn’t force it through. She tilted her head, trying to see to the very top. Then the creature let out a deafening roar—just inches from her face.

“...that’s a bear.”

She didn’t know who she was talking to. The others were either locked in a death-match or lost in some supernatural trance. But, as she’d later realize, it was impossible to come face-to-face with such a creature without stating the obvious at least once.

She allowed herself one scream. Then she grabbed a jagged tree branch off the ground.

“Fire!” she called, lifting it high above her head.

Benji tore his eyes away from the tiger, glancing over his shoulder, before firing off a bolt of lightning with his free hand. He was already back in the fight by the time it hit the target. He didn’t see the edge of the branch burst into flames, or the girl in the ball gown swing it fiercely at the bear.

He hadn’t even had the time to check on the others, though they were no longer talking, and in his periphery they’d grown terrifyingly still. His every attention was fixed on the wild beast in front of him. The one that kept getting back to its feet, no matter how many times lightning struck.

“Just stay down!” he shouted in frustration, pushing back a tangle of damp hair and wishing like crazy he wasn’t still wearing a suit. “For shit’s sake, Alexander!”

Of course, he had no way of knowing whether it was Alexander. He’d heard some shouting and arrived at a fight already in progress. But he didn’t see who else it could be. And he didn’t know anyone else who wouldn’t hesitate in doling out such lethal force.

...therein lies the problem.

As the tiger sprang at him once again, he caught it mid-air with another searing volt of electricity. It wrapped around the beast’s body, twisting and writhing before it collapsed upon the ground with a high-pitched snarl. A painful shot, like all the others that had come before, but just seconds later it was scrambling back up to its feet—ready to try again.

Yes, lethal force was the problem. Benji couldn’t bring himself to use it. And as long as he pulled his punches, the beast would keep getting up. And as long as it kept getting up, it would keep jumping at him. And eventually, he would tire. His arms were already beginning to shake.

“What the hell is wrong with you!” he shouted, leaping back with a curse as the beast darted close enough to swipe at his legs. “You’re actually trying to kill us right here on the lawn?!”

The tiger couldn’t answer, but its eyes glowed with frenzied rage. The kind of rage it might have had the sense to stop otherwise, but had grown in panic beyond his control. Again and again he sprang at the boy with the lightning, growing more manic and feral with each pass.

Eventually, he had to stop. Eventually, he would tire.

“You guys?” another voice rang suddenly through the trees. This one was younger, trying to be brave but full of fear. “What’s going—”

James trailed off when he raced into the clearing, his slick formal shoes scrambling to a hasty stop. At first, he simply didn’t understand what he was seeing. Benji was fighting a tiger. Lily was fending off a bear. His sister and Jason were locked in some kind of celestial mind-meld.

And the worst part? None of them had seen what else was coming through the trees.

It’s mine, then. He ripped off his coat, swallowing hard. I’ll take care of it...

*   *   *
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ARIA STAYED EXACTLY where she was, never blinking, never moving. Despite the throbbing pain in her head and the intense cold creeping up her legs, she was only barely aware of the world around her. There was a violent scuffle. Something that sounded almost like a bear?

She never saw it. She had eyes for only one man.

The tatù might have been working slowly, but it was working. Jason’s suit was still in tatters, but the skin beneath it had begun to repair. She watched as his chest stitched itself together, and the giant gashes trailing from his chin to his navel began to slowly fade away.

It was utterly surreal.

She could feel his body as well as her own. Each breath. Each beat of his heart. It was as if by healing the damage in him, she was repairing herself as well. As if their connection went beyond kith and kin, to something deeper. Something that had always been waiting, deep inside.

He pulled in a sharp gasp, eyes fluttering open in a daze.

“...Arie?”

There was a pause in the rhythm of her hands. For a moment, the light around them flickered. It was so quiet, she couldn’t be sure she’d actually heard it. So weak, it was hardly there.

“I’m here,” she breathed, clasping his hand. “I’m right—”

Only then did she realize how utterly exhausted she was. A wave of deadening fatigue took hold and she fell in a pile beside him—pressing her cheek into the thin layer of ice covering the grass. The world tilted, but didn’t disappear. All at once, she realized something else was happening.

There was a bear. And Lily was fighting it...with a stick?

She tilted her head to the side, wondering if she was dreaming. The lovely girl was leaping back and forth in her ball gown, waving a torch between them, dancing just out of reach. It was only a matter of time before the unthinkable happened. But at least for now she was safe.

If only the same could be said for the others.

Her little brother was backing slowly into the clearing, his hands lifted in the air, his lips fluttering with quiet supplications. Though Aria couldn’t hear what they were. She twisted her head, trying desperately to see what he was looking at. Then her body froze with sudden dread.

There wasn’t just one tiger. There were two.

And both were heading straight for Benji.

No!

James did his best—considering he was a young teenager with no weapons or powers. At the last minute he let out a yell and charged the beast with his bare hands, but the tiger leapt lightly over his head, aiming for the man throwing lightning bolts on the other side.

The fight between Benji and Alexander was getting bloodier the longer it went on. Sometime in the last few minutes the tiger had managed to get in a strike or two, but it was clear that Benji was dominating. Never had Aria seen such a look on his face. The man was incensed—eyes locked on the tiger, though his mind was still swimming with images of his mangled best friend.

He didn’t see the other tiger leaping towards him. He didn’t hear James’ cry of warning until it was already too late. His hand was lifted high, about to call down another blast of lightning, when the tiger streaked out of the darkness, closing its jaws around his unprotected arm.

He let out a shout, more surprise than pain, then whipped around to see what had grabbed him. In the same instant the tiger yanked him right off his feet, dragging him out of the trees. 

“No!” Aria screamed. “Benji!”

Alexander was standing in the middle of the clearing, panting softly, trying to catch his breath. The tips of his ivory fur were singed and smoking. His snowy paws were tinged with blood. He met Aria’s gaze for only a split second before drifting to the boy lying by her side.
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