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The Creation of Savaged Souls MC

The saga of Savaged Souls was the MOST popular Chapter Book so far. When I came up with the idea of doing chapters, it had been because I had always wanted to do something like that and never got the opportunity. Yet, another blessing from getting cut off and banned by the biggest book retailer in the world today. Among many other blessings. I know now that this event that seemed to be so horrible at the time when it happened was actually the best thing to ever happen to my writing. 

With the Chapters at the Website, the readers get to see the journey AS it is being written. What it brought was a deep bond between me and the readers. Fans were on the edge of their seats for the entire ride.

Here is New Blood-Savaged Souls MC to continue that saga.
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Arrow

When I come to try and find my stepsister, I find more questions than answers and someone in the town doesn’t want those questions answered. Then I find something else as well.

A woman I know by the stories told by another man who loved her. But the more I get to know her, the more I’m caught up in her story and her life. When I tell her why I’m here, she offered to help me find the answers and soon neither of us is safe.

A phone call brings in my team and soon we get the answers we need but I get so much more, I get the girl. When everything is over I tell her my past and she gives me the courage to go and find someone else in my past, my long lost brother.

Mackenzie

I had the whole world by the tail until the day I almost lost my life in a Chicago hospital when a gang war broke out. Then I lost the man I loved and it got to be too much for me and I came home to recover.

I was hiding from the world when I met him. He’s a link to the man I lost but there is something about him that I’m drawn to. Then trouble comes for both of us and I have no choice but to listen to my heart.

My heart tells me he’s a good man and I have to save him, but can I let go of a lost love and accept a new one? Time will tell but I hope I can.

––––––––
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Beau

I have a history with the Savage Souls...once upon a time I was one of them, then I lost my way. I left rather than be kicked out, but I left to find myself again. And I did. I found my old self but I found that I had changed over the years.

Finally, after five years of searching, I now know what I want. I want my club back but I also know I have to prove myself to them again. And I’m okay with that. While I was gone, I found some brothers and together, we came back to the Souls. Now, we have to prove ourselves and we can do that.

The first test becomes more than we realized as Hayes finds his brother after looking for the kid for more years than he wanted to admit. The second test we face is starting up a club for kids. As we move forward, we find there is some invisible force standing in our way. For every step we take forward, we get knocked back two steps. Gunner put me in charge of this club and I can be a stubborn man when I want something. And I’m a big guy, so nothing usually stands in my way and I’ll be damned, if I let this get away from me.

Sylvia

I’ve lived on the outskirts of Jasper all my life...always on the outside looking in. When I heard rumors about a kid’s club moving in, I’m curious. I know this would be a good thing for the kids of Jasper. Then I hear the Savaged Souls are bankrolling it.

I’ve never heard anything bad about this group but they are a MC club. When things set back the opening, I’m more than curious about why. Someone doesn’t want this club to open and I know I’m not the only one looking into why.

Then things turn bad and a kid gets hurt. Something isn’t right about the incident. The accident shouldn’t have happened. Can we find out before someone ends up dead? I hope so, because I have a feeling there’s more at stake here than a club that would benefit the whole town.
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Hayes

Life sucks sometimes and when you walk away from your family, hindsight is all you have left. I left my little brother behind and both of us lived to regret that mistake. But I had to learn to take care of myself before I would be able to take care of him too. Then I left it too late.

By the time I was contacted by the social services, it was too late to save him from going through hell, but I never gave up on finding him. I looked for six long years. I could feel him calling out to me from wherever his mother hid him, he needed me, and I wasn’t going to let him down a second time.

Then I found him and the rage inside me grew. I’m going to be karma’s fist when it comes for the witch who birthed him. Me and DJ... we’re a package deal now and it is through that I find the one woman meant to be mine. Call it fate or whatever you like, but I know this woman is mine, but she comes with her own baggage. Can we find a way to meld into one big happy family? Because I want forever with her and I’m going to get it...

Cali

I had a good life once upon a time, then I fell into and endless sleep. I slept for seventeen years while a madwoman raised my daughter. A daughter, I barley remember.

When I wake up finally, I find a man who claims me, but I don’t know him... I barley know me. I’ve missed an entire lifetime and everything that happened to me over the years has left more questions than answers. And just when I’m getting used to having an almost grown daughter, my baby daddy’s parents come and try to snatch her away from me...

I can’t let her go, I need her as much as she needs me but they have the law on their side and I’m just lost. Hayes steps up to defend me and my daughter—then comes in a surprise that blows everyone out of the water...
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Runner

When you’re young and dumb, you only get one chance at a do over and the choices you make reflect on your own future. I made a choice when I got out of juvie jail and I don’t regret it. I hooked up with Hayes, Acer and Stomper, then we found a man named Beau.

That brought us to finding Hayes' younger brother DJ and now we got hooked up with the Savaged Souls MC. But I already have one strike against me, I like fast cars and hot women, then I found them both in one woman... Charity.

Now Charity comes with her own baggage but she fits right in with the rest of us. Then she shares her secret with us and we have some garage to clean up.

Charity

When I disappeared seventeen years ago, everyone thought I ran away but I didn’t, I was taken, then I was sold. But I’m a fighter, not a loser and I fought to get my freedom back. Then everything I thought I had behind me was gone. My sister was missing as well and there was an imposter in her place.

I searched for my sister for years but could never find her, instead I found my calling. There were other women out there just like me. I had to save them, then I meet Runner but more importantly, I find my sister...

But my work isn’t done, I have to shut down this skin game I’m trying to bust wide open. I can’t let the girls down that I consider as my family...
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When some women came to us with a story of an underground railroad to help women in need – I recognized one of them as a woman in trouble. Her name was Pearl and I knew or thought I knew she did something bad. Now she was here and I had to know why someone she was with died by violence. I also had to know more about her and what she was doing... and she wasn’t exactly talking. She had trust issues and they went right down to her bones.

––––––––
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They still have work to do to keep Pearl safe from her family. They have one more man to bring down and he could be the worst of the whole bunch, but Duke and his brothers step up to hunt the man down. The closer they get, the more dangerous the mission becomes.
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ARROW #1
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Prologue
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The sun was barely over the eastern sky when Arrow Caine’s truck rolled to a stop along the curb of the city of Holly Springs, Texas. It was a small town and while it had its own charms, Arrow wasn’t here to visit the sites. He was here to find someone. The combination of his dark hair, his dark eyes, and tanned skin gave him the appearance of being Indian and he was at least half, the other half he didn’t want to talk about. The only thing he got from his father was his height and that was well over six feet tall.

He got out of his truck and waited for the beast beside him to join him. As the wolf’s paws hit the sidewalk, Arrow moved away from his vehicle and began searching the empty streets for any signs of life. He paused for a moment and closed his eyes, allowing his other senses to take over for a time.

As his heart rate slowed, he could hear the songs of the early morning birds in the distance. Their noisy songs filled his head for a brief time and Arrow was able to close them off as he continued to listen. Sounds of voices echoed in his head as he heard the muted sounds coming from one of the shops along the street. As he paused, another sense allowed the fresh scent of breads to fill him.

Arrow filed that away as well as he continued to listen to what he could hear. The animal beside him waited patiently, barely breathing as his master tuned into the sounds and sites of the town they had traveled to for answers.

Continuing his journey down the Main Street, no other sound disturbed his mind. He passed the bakery, a bank, a drug store/coffee shop, several houses, a small clinic, and a garage on his way to the other side of the town. Slipping into the shadows, he gazed at the street again, eyes narrowed as he searched for something he couldn’t find. He didn’t understand why she would come here. 

Arrow felt frustration building inside him and he didn’t like it. It gave him the feeling he was unprepared for a mission and he hated being unprepared for anything. He had learned the hard way being unprepared could and often did... get you killed.

He slowly walked back up the street. His footsteps were silent and he moved with a grace not many men had. His eyes took in everything he saw then he felt another sensation and it made him stop. The tiny hairs on the back of his neck told him someone was watching him. Closing his eyes for a moment, he tried to pinpoint where the feeling was coming from.

When he stopped, the feeling sort of drifted away.

Finally, Arrow opened his truck door and the beast jumped in first. Climbing into his truck, he sat there for a moment, then started his vehicle, moving away from the main street.
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Chapter One
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Arrow pulled his truck in the far side of parking lot of the beach, in a clump of trees he found earlier this morning. He needed a few hours rest. He also wanted time to search the terrain before he began his quest. Turning his head, he noticed the cabins on the other side of the road. Finding a light on in the office, he decided to see what he could find out about the area but first... he needed some downtime.

He glanced over at the part Irish wolfhound, mostly wolf in the seat next to him. Blaze. The dog’s mother had mated with a pure bred wolf and he was the product of her lusty encounter. 

The animal looked back at him as if to ask, “What are you waiting on? Let’s go.” 

Arrow grinned. “Are you ready for another adventure, Blaze? Is that what you’re telling me?” His voice was almost a whisper, as he didn’t want to disturb the early morning quiet.

Blaze heard him and whined softly as if to agree. His coat was an unusual color, a deep burgundy red and most people were afraid of the dog, mostly because of his size and appearance. He did look like a huge wolf but Arrow knew he was a dog, and the animal was his. Blaze went everywhere with Arrow and had never let him down yet. The bond between man and animal was stronger than finely tempered steel.

Arrow opened the truck door and got out. He motioned with his fingers and the dog followed him silently. Arrow grabbed the small duffle bag on the seat and together they made their way across the road.

Motioning for Blaze to go into the woods behind the main cabin, he went up the steps and knocked on the door.

A young woman opened it and stared at him. “Can I help you?” she asked with a soft Scottish burr in her voice. She was short in stature with long reddish hair, bound in a braid behind her shoulder. 

Arrow couldn’t see how long her hair was from where he stood but he found himself staring into her bright green eyes. He tilted his head to one side and said, “I’m looking to rent a cabin for a few days. Would that be possible?”

“Aye.” She nodded. “It would. Come on in then and I’ll get you a key.”

Arrow followed her inside and glanced around. The cabin was someone’s home but part was also an office of sorts. 

She went over to a desk and opened a drawer. Picking up a key, she turned back to him. Holding out the key, she told him, “Behind this cabin you’ll find a wooded area. Not too far into the woods is a small cabin. It’s out of the way of traffic coming and going to the beach. If you take the road out, you’ll find a driveway to the right. That will take you to the cabin.”

Arrow grinned. “Thanks.”

The woman nodded. Hesitating she asked, “Would you like a cup of coffee?”

“No thank you. What I’d like is a nap.”

She nodded and said, “Well, no one should bother you at the cabin. Now that school is in session, no one comes to the beach during the day. If you need anything just let me know. My name is Kenzie.”

Arrow cocked his head at her. “My name is Arrow. What the hell kind of name is Kenzie?”

She smiled at him. “What the hell kind of name is Arrow?” 

He grinned at her and replied, “Good point. But actually my Indian mother named me Arrow.”

She chuckled. “Well, my full name is Mackenzie. But my Scottish father called me Kenzie and I took it as my own.”

He stared at her for a long moment then turned and went back to the door. Without looking back, he exited.

Backing out of the parking area, Arrow found the driveway to the cabin. Grabbing the bag on the backseat, he went to the front door. Inserting the key, he gave a soft whistle and Blaze joined him as he went inside. The sight of this woman, Kenzie had disturbed him. He felt like he knew her, but that couldn’t be. He had been rude by just stalking out, he knew this, but he couldn’t shake the feeling he got when he looked at her.

The cabin was small but it had what he needed. Arrow glanced around and saw a seating area and a dinette kitchen in the main part. A pair of doorways to the right showed two small rooms. A bed and a dresser sat in one of the rooms and the other was a small bathroom. There was a sink, a toilet and a shower. Clean towels were stacked above the toilet.

Arrow went back to the door and made sure the lock was secure. Then he went to the bedroom and opened the windows a bit. Fresh air blew in through the curtains, as Arrow went over to the bed. 

Sitting on the edge, he noted Blaze had already made himself a place on the floor. “Keep watch,” Arrow whispered as he laid back against the headboard. Closing his eyes, he knew Blaze would keep him safe while he rested.
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A few hours later, Arrow opened his eyes, completely refreshed. He sat up and swung his feet off the bed. Standing, he went to the main part of the cabin. Making his way to the kitchenette, he opened a cabinet door. Inside were plates, cups and glasses. Another cabinet had pots and pans inside but nothing to eat.

His belly rumbled. So he grabbed his keys and headed for the front door. Opening it, he stopped and frowned. On the porch was a crate that hadn’t been there before. Looking around, he didn’t see anyone. Arrow hauled the crate inside and set it on the small table. Opening it, he saw clean towels and some staples: a small can of coffee, a pound of butter, a dozen eggs, a loaf of bread and a small insulated container. Opening the container, he found a pound of bacon, a package of hamburger and some lunchmeat.

On top of the towels, he found a note.

I hope you got some rest, not sure what you had lined up for food but this should see you through tonight. The grocery store closes at five.  

Kenzie

Arrow grinned and glanced at the clock. It was already four thirty. Shrugging, he picked up the bacon and eggs then rummaged through the cabinet for a pan. Making a pot of coffee while the bacon fried, he thought about why he was here.

Alisha and some guy named Ben. Who was he and where was she? Too many questions and no answers yet.

An hour later, he sat on the porch with a cup of coffee in his hand. It was quiet and he could hear the water in the distance, if he listened carefully. Blaze was roaming the woods nearby but he wasn’t worried. The dog wouldn’t be too far. His head snapped around when he heard footsteps coming toward him. Arrow’s hand went to his side and his fingers curled when they didn’t find his weapon there. He’d left his weapon inside his duffle bag. Arrow hadn’t grabbed his gun, as he didn’t think he would need it here.

He waited until the footsteps reached him. He breathed a sigh of relief when he found Kenzie standing there. He nodded at her. “Thank you for the food.” 

Kenzie blushed. “I hope I didna upset you.”

Arrow grinned. “Not at all. I slept later than I realized.”

“So what brings you to our little town?”

Arrow shrugged and held his cup a little tighter. “I’m just passing through actually.” He took a sip of cooled coffee and said, “Tell me about your town.”

Kenzie shrugged. “It’s a typical small town where everybody knows everyone else’s business. Or at least, they think they do.”

Arrow chuckled. “I grew up in a town like this.”

She patted his arm. “Then you know what I’m talking about.”

Arrow snorted. “What about some of the real characters here? Do you have any of those?”

“Aye, we do,” Kenzie assured him. “One of our leading citizens is Paddy O’Riley. He’s around ninety and he knows everything. He’s been everywhere and done just about everything there is to do. If you don’t believe him, just ask him. He usually walks the beach every day and he has a way of getting what he wants to know out of you, without really trying. A’ course, what he doesna like, he’ll change to suit his own purpose but that’s just Paddy.” 

“What about the law?” Arrow asked. “I assume you have some kind of police squad here.”

Kenzie nodded. “Aye, we do. Calvin and Dawson. A more different pair of men you’ll ever know.”

“Why is that?”

“Calvin is a family man and Dawson is a wannabe ladies man.” Kenzie chuckled.

“A wannabe ladies’ man?” Arrow asked.

Kenzie smirked. “Dawson thinks he’s god gift to women and we should all appreciate him.”

“I take it no one does?” 

“And no one does for sure.” Kenzie chuckled. She got to her feet and stepped away. “I’d better get back to the office. I just wanted to see if everything was okay.”

Arrow nodded. Watching as she moved through the trees, he waited until she was out of sight before he whistled softly. The large red dog came through the trees and sat down beside him. Arrow reached down and rubbed Blaze’s ears. “What do you think? Should we have another look around?”

Blaze’s tail wagged and he shifted to the edge of the porch. 

Arrow chuckled and put his cup down. He ducked into the cabin and when he returned carrying a small duffle, he joined the dog and a few minutes later, they were walking through the woods. His footsteps made no sound as they traveled through the area. His Sioux heritage, in this instance was to his advantage. Also the fact he was trained as a Special Forces Ranger lent him the ability to move quickly and quietly through the woods. 

He circled around a group of cabins and made his way deeper in the trees. Continuing into the wooded area, he finally paused to squat and take a break. Reaching into the duffle, he pulled out a piece of jerky. Breaking it, he gave one half to Blaze and popped the other half in his own mouth. Then he motioned for Blaze to search. The wolf-dog had been trained by Arrow to work with him on his missions. 

Arrow watched the dog melt away into the darkness and he smiled. When he’d gotten out of the military on a medical discharge five years ago, the dog had been a puppy. His best friend, Joe had found the animal in the Badlands of South Dakota. Arrow had always wanted a dog but never had one before. But this one, he wanted. 

He had named the pup Blaze. Arrow had trained him so well, he was practically an extension of his own mind and body. Blaze knew what he had to do before Arrow did.

Arrow sat down and reached inside the outer pocket of the duffle and he brought out a faded letter. The letter reached him three months ago in the middle of huge case he was working back home. Home being Jasper, Texas and he had something to do there when he got back. He would have to face his brother eventually. After his last tour, he realized that he needed to reach out to the family he had left in the world. But he had to track his sister down first, so here he was, in the middle of fucking nowhere. With no real clue as to where she went.

The envelope showed the many stamps of the postal services. The letter had been written by his much younger sister, Alisha. It had been some time since he’d heard from her but with his job he hadn’t thought too much of it. She had never written him on a regular basis.

Alisha wasn’t his blood sister but still a big part of his life as a child. Her father married Arrow’s mother when he’d been seven years old. Alisha was younger than he was by about three years. Alisha and Joshua Minnot had come to live with them until Arrow had turned fourteen when Joshua and his mother had divorced. Alisha had left then with her father but the two of them had stayed close for many years after she left.

The fact the letter was three years old bothered Arrow. Then he read the letter and that bothered him even more. Alisha had written to inform him of a romantic interest, one she had doubts and grave concerns about. The more he read the more concerned he had become. A few phone calls home cemented his concern into something more and he had finished up the case with the Marshall’s office and came here to search for her. No one had heard from Alisha since she wrote the letter, three years ago.

Arrow had left the Army after his friend Joe was killed five years ago but he started his own security company and had a few of the men who’d served under him employed there. After a few years, it had grown.

His first stop had been to see Joshua Minnot. They had stayed friends even after the divorce and Arrow had been happy about that. Joshua had filled a hole in Arrow’s life and had remained in his life for which Arrow had been grateful for. His own father had come and gone in his life and he wasn’t what you would a steady influence in a young boy’s life. Leo “Boxer” Slater was one man that gave bikers a bad rep.

Joshua had been very worried about his daughter’s disappearance but as he had told Arrow, she was an adult and she didn’t owe him a detailed account of her life. He had told Arrow he hadn’t heard from her in over three years.

Arrow tried to backtrack her movements and had come to the small town of Holly Springs, Texas. He had tracked the man his sister had told him about, some guy named Ben. She hadn’t wanted to tell him Ben’s last name in case the romance didn’t work out but she did tell him Ben lived and worked here but that’s all.

Arrow had been hoping to find out if the mysterious Ben could tell him where Alisha had gone from here. First though, he would have to find the man himself and for that, Arrow needed more information. He’d already scoured the net and looked at files whenever he found them... All to no avail. 

This town had the answers. So he knew he would have to find someone her he could trust and that in itself would be a feat. Arrow didn’t trust strangers very easy, trusting someone else could get him killed.

Which is what led him to find himself in the dark, sitting in the woods behind a lake. Arrow tucked his legs underneath him and sitting straight and tall, he closed his eyes. This was a trick he had learned a long time ago. A very old Indian had taught him this and it had saved his life more than once.

He cleared his mind of everything and allowed his senses to fill him. His mind was blank for a moment then his ears began picking up the sounds of the woods around him. He heard squirrels running up the trunk of a tree nearby, he could hear the sounds of everything settling in as the darkness covered the land. His senses could take in the cool damp earth below him and his tongue could taste the air around him. It was damp and had the smell of decay on it, yet it also held the promise of flowers closing their petals to the coming shadows of the night. He lost all track of time as he sat there and became one with the forest around him.

His sense of touch reached out to find the ground still cool from the late summer nightfall. In his mind, he saw the woods waking up and his sense of hearing told him there was nothing that shouldn’t be there around him. When he opened his eyes, the darkness was still around him but he could feel the difference in the air. He felt a new day was just beginning, as this deep in the woods, the daylight would still be dim. 

Finally, Arrow got to his feet and silently made his way through the woods in back to the outskirts of Holly Springs. He watched from the shadows as its occupants awoke. Hardly a light shone now in the darkness, everyone was still tucked into their beds. He made his way through the streets as silently as they had yesterday morning. 

Somewhere along the line, Blaze joined him and together, they walked the empty streets until it was time to go back to the woods.

Arrow began to recognize little things about the town, the smells became more familiar to him, as the sounds began to make more sense now as he placed everything in his mind. 

Over the next few days, Arrow set a routine. He spent some time in the woods around the town. 

He walked down to the main cabin and saw Kenzie sitting outside with a book in her hand. 

She looked up and smiled. “Good afternoon.”

Arrow nodded and sat down beside her. Looking out over the water beyond the road he asked, “Can I ask you something?”

Kenzie closed her book. “Of course.”

Arrow took a deep breath and exhaled loudly. “I came here looking for someone.”

“And did you find them?”

Arrow shook his head. “No I didn’t. In fact, I couldn’t find any trace of her at all, and that has me worried.”

“Who were you looking for?”

“My sister. She came here looking for a man named Ben.”

Kenzie was silent for a moment then asked, “Ben who?”

Arrow shrugged. “I don’t know his last name.”

“Well, let’s see,” Kenzie began. “There’s Ben Miller, Ben Hanson and Ben Braddox. Ben Hanson is eighty years old and has cancer, Ben Miller owns a farm outside of Holly Springs. He’s forty and single.”

“What about Ben Braddox?”

“Ben Braddox is married with two kids. One is his own and the second is a daughter he adopted a couple of years ago.”

Arrow turned his head and asked, “Is Ben Braddox a man who is faithful to his vows?”

Kenzie hesitated for a moment then admitted, “I have heard that he strayed from time to time but that’s just gossip. Not something I know for certain.”

“But it could be true.” 

Kenzie shrugged. “I don’t know the man well enough to say.”

Arrow stared at her for a minute. “Okay, thank you for that anyway. Sorry to interrupt your day.”

Kenzie chuckled. “Yeah, I’m so busy these days.”

Arrow smiled and got to his feet. He truly liked this woman. Her smile, her eyes. But he also got a vibe that unsettled him. He trusted his instincts. Waving at her, he left.

Later that same day, Arrow walked with his dog into the woods behind the cabins, as was his usual pursuit. He’d always felt more comfortable being alone or with his team. Arrow hated being in crowds of people.

When he reached a certain spot, he lowered himself to the ground. Blaze wandered off and Arrow closed his eyes and began his calming technique. It allowed him to get in touch with everything around him.

When Arrow opened his eyes, he could see the sunlight brightening the sky. His senses were still in tune with the land around him and he frowned when he heard a footstep behind him. He crouched and turned his head. 

Getting to his feet in one single movement saved him from taking the full force of the blow meant to kill him. As it was, his head exploded in pain and he dropped to his knees. Then he heard chaos erupt as Blaze rushed out of the darkness of the forest to his side. He heard the growl and then a scream of pain as his assailant ran off.

Arrow fell to the ground. He tried to raise his hands to the wound on his head but couldn’t seem to make his body respond. Blood ran down the side of his face as weakness filled him.

Blaze was licking his face then the animal began to whine when Arrow didn’t respond. 

Blaze settled at his side and didn’t move.
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Chapter Two
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Kenzie McBride sat on her porch in the dark. She cradled an empty cup of coffee in her hands as she watched the night sky lighten. The new dawn spilled over the eastern sky. She hadn’t slept again last night, but that was nothing new. She hadn’t slept well in what seemed like forever. Her body had gotten used to very little sleep.

As she watched the sun come up, she hitched the blanket around her shoulders. Her legs were drawn up in front of her and her slippered feet peeked out of the blanket. She thought she’d heard someone close a vehicle door some time ago, but they hadn’t bothered her, so she didn’t bother them. Sitting here listening to the lake water splashing against the rocks of the banks relaxed her.

She frowned as she became aware of something in the air. Something had disturbed the early morning routine around her. She got to her feet and searched the area of the lake in front of her but nothing seemed out of place. She took a few steps and began searching the wood line behind the cabin. She didn’t see anything amiss but she could feel it. Something wasn’t right. She left the porch and made her way toward the wooded area. She had lived here all her life and knew the sounds that should be there. Then she realized what was missing, it was the sound of the birds that should be heralding the new day. That sound was missing.

She paused just before she entered the woods and hitched the blanket more securely around her shoulders. The woods were still very dark and she wasn’t sure she would be able to see more than three feet in front of her face, but she took the first step anyway. 

She took a few more steps into the woods then she paused again. The sun hadn’t come up high enough in the east yet, to allow the light this far into the trees and she couldn’t see very much, but she could hear well enough. She still couldn’t hear the birds and other animals but she did hear something.

She frowned at the silence she found herself listening to. She didn’t hear any movement from any other animal who lived here. She felt her heart beat a little faster.

Taking another few steps, she paused again to listen. To her left, she heard something but couldn’t make out what the sound had been. She turned and stepped forward. Her eyes had become used to the faint light and as she peered into the darkness, she saw a wolf sitting there.

She took a step backward as her eyes caught his. Staring into the eyes of a wild animal, she felt an unusual fear. She also didn’t dare move. The wolf continued to stare her down and within a few minutes, the light reached this part of the woods.

As her eyes adjusted to the dimness around her, Kenzie could see what the wolf was protecting. It was the body of a man. Kenzie moved slowly, coming toward the man. She let the blanket fall to the ground beside her as she knelt beside him. Reaching out slowly to his chest, she touched him. Not taking her eyes off the animal beside him, she moved her fingers up his chest until she could feel his heart beating in his neck. 

She switched her gaze to the man. His features were blurred in the darkness but she could see the injury to his head. She knew she had to get him medical help but she didn’t know if she dared to move him. She glanced at the wolf beside him and found the animal watching her very carefully. She lifted her hand slowly and held it out to him. Praying he wouldn’t bite her, she spoke quietly, “Hey boy, I’m going to help him, not hurt him. I need to get him down to my cabin. I hope you don’t mind.”

The wolf sniffed her hand and crawled closer to the man between them. He looked at him and licked his hand, then turned to her. 

Kenzie took his actions as consent and she got to her feet slowly. Assessing the situation quickly, she spread the blanket out beside him. Grasping his shoulders, she rolled him onto the blanket. 

He groaned slightly but didn’t wake. 

The wolf stood and watched her progress with interest. He bared his teeth but didn’t growl when the man groaned and Kenzie moved very slowly. When he was settled on the blanket, she picked up the corners beside his head and began dragging it away from where he had fallen.

It was slow going but eventually, she made her way to the edge of the woods behind the cabins. The wolf followed. With more light, she paused to check on the man. He was still unconscious and now she could see his wound. She gasped when she realized the man was her tenant, Arrow. Someone had struck him in the head with a solid object on the right side, above his ear. Whatever had been used had left a bruise that went over his right eye. Kenzie knelt to feel his pulse again and found it strong and steady.

Picking up the blanket corners, she dragged him to the front door of the cabin. Turning to him, she said, “I know you probably won’t feel this but I’m sorry. I have to get you inside.” She hitched the edge of the blanket up over her shoulder and got him up the steps. She felt his body hitting the wooden steps but it couldn’t be helped. She dragged him over to the bedroom, next to the double bed. Then she reached down and grabbed his shoulder. Lifting him up, she plopped his upper body of the bed and rolled the rest of him up over the edge. 

Arrow groaned again but didn’t wake up. 

Kenzie had to pause for a moment. He was heavy and it had taken all her strength to get him this far. Raising her hand to brush her hair out of her face, she turned her head to the doorway. 

The wolf stood there watching her. 

She glanced down at the blanket and saw the dark stain that marred the material. Bending over the bed, she checked the man’s head. Fresh blood leaked down his neck and shoulder. 

Kenzie pulled a blanket over him and went to the kitchen. Reaching for the phone, she dialed a number and waited for her friend to answer. A few minutes later, she returned to the bedroom and found the wolf sitting beside the bed. The man hadn’t moved but his bleeding had stopped. 

Lifting his eyelids, she checked his pupils. They were enlarged and she feared concussion but it had been years since she had nursed, so she knew she would have to wait for Mona to get here. She struggled to get his clothes off and cover him but as she pulled the cover over him, she heard the door of the cabin open.

“Hello,” Mona called out as she reached the door of the bedroom. She paused as she saw what waited for her. 

The wolf had gotten to its feet and stood between Kenzie and her. 

Mona took her eyes off the animal and asked, “Will he bite me?”

“I don’t think so,” Kenzie replied. “He hasn’t bitten me yet, but move slowly, aye?”

“I can do that,” Mona murmured as she made her way to the other side of the bed. “What do we have here?”

“I found him up in the woods,” Kenzie informed her. “He’s been around here about a week or so, but I haven’t spoken to him much.”

“Someone didn’t want him here for sure,” Mona said as she began her examination. “Has he come around yet?”

“No, other than a groan or two, he hasn’t opened his eyes.”

“Can you wash his head? I need to see how bad the wound is.” 

Kenzie left to get a washcloth and a basin of water. When she returned, she cleaned the blood away from his face. 

Mona finished her exam and she glanced at Kenzie. “This guy is lucky you got to him. Someone just missed, not by much, mind you, but barely missed killing him. He’ll have a terrible headache when he wakes up but I think he’ll be okay.”

Kenzie stared down at him. Now that she could see his face, she noted his skin was a coppery color and he had high cheekbones. She noted this before but she hadn’t stared at him, like this. She looked up at her friend. “What do you suppose he was doing in the woods?” She sat down on the bed beside him and began washing his neck and arms. When she removed the leather cuff he wore on his left wrist and began washing the dirt away, she noted a tattoo on his left inner wrist. Her eyes went wide and her heart stopped beating for a moment, then before Mona could notice anything amiss, Kenzie reached for the towel and wiped his arms. She couldn’t say anything but she felt tears burn her eyes. She blinked them away and tried to carry on.

“How did you find him?” Mona asked.

Kenzie shrugged. “I don’t really even know. I just felt something was off somewhere and I went into the woods.” She glanced down at the wolf lying on the floor bedside the bed. “Hopefully you got a piece of the guy who did this.”

Mona wiped her hands on a towel Kenzie had brought in with her. “You do know you should report this don’t you?”

Kenzie nodded. “I know but I think I should wait until he wakes up, don’t you? Maybe he can tell me why someone tried to kill him. Besides, I took a chance just moving him down here. I don’t think he should be moved until he can do it under his own power.”

Mona shook her head. “You will never change will you?”

Kenzie shrugged. “Probably not.” Her habit of rescuing broken and hurt animals was well known. It had been one of the many reasons she went into nursing and the biggest reason why she couldn’t nurse anymore. She reached out and laid her hand on Mona’s arm. “Please don’t let anyone know he’s here, not yet.”

Mona stared at her friend for a moment then nodded. “Okay, I won’t but don’t let it go too long.”

“I won’t, I promise,” Kenzie whispered. “Someone isn’t going to appreciate the fact he survived and I really don’t want them to come looking for him to finish what they started. At least, not until he’s strong enough to defend himself.”

Mona glanced at the unconscious man in the bed. “I’ll give you two maybe three days, then I have to report this attack to Calvin.” She reached into her bag and brought out a couple syringes. “Only use these as a last measure. They’re sedatives and we don’t know how bad his head is yet.”

Kenzie nodded and set the syringes on the table. Turning her thoughts to reporting the attack, she shivered a bit, remembering how savage people could be to one another.

Calvin Hines was the local Sheriff in Holly Springs. He lived right here in town with his wife Julie and his three kids, Lilah, Faith and Morgan. He was okay but she dreaded a visit from his deputy, Dawson Carlyle. Dawson was a local heart-throb wannabe. He thought every female in Holly Springs wanted his body and harassed anyone who didn’t agree with him, and Kenzie didn’t think he was worth the time to shoot down. Or... worth the effort.

Kenzie nodded as she glanced down at the man in her bed. She could see the pulse beating in his neck, just below his jawline. Then she looked at her friend. “Thanks for coming.”

Mona knew she had the skills needed to nurse him, she also knew why Kenzie had called her this morning. Laying her hand on Kenzie’s arm, she asked, “Still not thinking about going back aren’t you?”

Kenzie turned her head and said, “I can’t. My parents need me here.” She turned away, “Besides, I’ve had my fill of taking care of ungrateful people.”

“Right,” Mona announced, “I’ll check with you after work then and see how he’s doing.”

“Hopefully he’ll be awake by then.” Kenzie nodded at him. “I’ll see you out.” 

Mona packed up her medical bag.

Kenzie followed her friend to her car. As she watched Mona drive off, she turned and went back into the woods. She followed her earlier path and came into the area she had found Arrow. 

Searching the area, she found a small duffle bag nearby. It had been hidden with brush and leaves but she brushed it off and carried it down to the cabins with her. She placed it just inside the bedroom and went over to the bed. Looking down at him, she noted a change in his breathing. He still had his eyes closed but his body was relaxed and she didn’t think he’d awakened.

Gathering fresh water, she bathed his head and face again. As she washed his arms, she took a moment to stare at the tattoo again. She knew what it meant but wondered if he did. 

The day slipped into darkness. Kenzie was there right beside him the whole time but he still didn’t wake up. She watched over him for the next three days. Most of the time he was quiet but the second night, he began to show signs of coming around. His eyes were moving from side to side behind closed eyelids, his muscles jerking and twitching at least twelve hours before he tried to open his eyes.

Just before the dawn, Arrow stilled without opening his eyes. She could see him become aware of his surroundings. His fingers tightened into fists and she could see sweat bead on his forehead.

Kenzie sat down on the bed beside him. Holding his right wrist, she counted the heartbeats in his wrist. “How is your head?” Her eyes were drawn to his left wrist but she knew she couldn’t touch it. She would have to be very careful if she didn’t want him to leave and she didn’t. This might be the only opportunity she would ever have to get the answers she needed. 

“What happened and where am I?” he whispered.

“You’re safe for the moment,” Kenzie told him. “I found you in the woods and brought you here. Apparently, someone hit you in the head and left you out there. I found you but you’d lain there for a while. Your wolf is here as well.”

“My what?” He frowned. “Oh the dog, he’s only part wolf but a good companion.”

“Can you open your eyes?” Kenzie asked.

“I’m not sure I want to,” he complained. “My head feels like its exploding every time I move.”

“Hang on a wee minute, then. I’ll draw the blinds so the light won’t bother you.” She got up and pulled the heavy curtains across the windows. The room immediately got dimmer but there was enough light for her to find her way back to the bed. “Okay, try and open your eyes now.”

Arrow raised his hand and cupped his hand over his eyes. Opening his lids, he was shocked to find he couldn’t see anything at all. “What the hell?” he whispered. “What happened to me? He tried to sit up but the pain in his head stopped him. Falling back on the bed, he closed his eyes and groaned in pain. He moved around a bit but every time he did, his head exploded in pain.

Kenzie bent over him in concern. “What is it? What’s the matter?”

Arrow opened his eyes again and said, “I can’t see,” he whispered. 
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Chapter Three
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Kenzie sat back, stunned. “What?”

He turned his head and glared at her without opening his eyes. “I can’t see, I’m blind.” He growled. He raised his hand to his head and rubbed his temples. When he encountered the bandage, Mona had left his frown deepened. “Where the hell am I? What the hell did you do to me?” 

“Calm down, I didn’t do anything to you.” She took a deep breath and told him, “You are at my cabin. It was closer than yours.” 

Arrow paused. “Have you seen anyone lurking around?”

Kenzie blew breath through her teeth. “I haven’t. Look, so far no one knows where you are. I don’t know you. Several days ago, you told me your name was Arrow but that’s all I know about you. Well that and you came here looking for a sister you can’t find.”

Arrow’s lips curled upward and he found he couldn’t fault her logic. “My name is Arrow, like I told you and I did come here to find my sister.”

Kenzie paused then asked, “And what do you call the wolf?”

Arrow’s lips relaxed and he gave her a genuine smile this time. “His name is Blaze but he answers to dog too. I’ve already told you he’s only part wolf.”

“Aye you did, and I’m not one to argue over the facts.” Kenzie got to her feet. “I’ll go make you some willow bark tea for the pain in your head.”

“Did you bandage me?”

Kenzie shook her head then realized he couldn’t see her. “No, I called my friend Mona. She’s a physician’s assistant in a clinic near here.” She noted his reaction. “Don’t worry she won’t say anything about you to anyone, Well, for a couple more days anyway.”

“How long have I been out?” 

“This will be the third morning since I found you. Mona will be here in a little while to check on you.”

Arrow hesitated then asked, “Did you see anyone else in the woods when you found me?”

“No, everything was quiet. Would you like some aspirin or something?”

Arrow started to shake his head but stopped and hissed when his head exploded in pain. Waiting until the worst of it passed, he whispered, “No I don’t think so. I need a clear head.”

“Aye, I understand that.” She waited a bit then realized Arrow was sleeping again. Blaze laid on the bed beside him, she reached her hand out to allow him to sniff it, and when he did, she reached out slowly to rub his ears. “Aye, you guard him well, don’t ye? Keep him safe wolf.” She stood and left the room.

[image: image]

A few hours later, Kenzie came into the room to check on her patient again. She found the tea cup empty and Arrow was sleeping again. His sleep was a restless one and she wondered what was going through his mind. She leaned over him, slipped her fingers under his chin and to the left again to check his pulse. 

When she touched his throat, his eyes snapped open, he grabbed her wrist and squeezed tightly. 

Kenzie hissed but didn’t move. “Can you let go?” she whispered. “I’m not going to hurt you.”

The confusion in Arrow’s eyes cleared when he recognized her voice. “Sorry, for a moment, I didn’t know where I was.” His fingers released their tight hold on her but he didn’t let her go.

“No problem,” she assured him. “Next time, I’ll make sure you know I’m here before I touch you.” She pulled away from him and rubbed her wrist, “How’s the head?”

Arrow nodded slowly. “The tea helped. Thank you. I still can’t see but the headache is easing.”

“You’re welcome. Would you like to try something to eat? I left food and water for the wolf, err, dog.”

Arrow’s lips twitched. “Thanks. I think I would like something to eat if it isn’t too much trouble.”

“Sure, no problem.” Kenzie smiled. “By the way, my friend Mona is stopping by in a few minutes. She wants to examine your head again. She was concerned when I told her you couldn’t see anything.”

Arrow’s lips pursed as he growled. “I’d rather she didn’t. I don’t want anyone seeing her coming here as a doctor.” He tried to sit up again but quickly laid back and frowned in pain.

“Oh, don’t worry about that, we’re friends, no one will think anything about it. I went back up to where I found you the other morning and found a small duffle bag. I brought it back with me. It’s here, if you want or need it.”

Arrow nodded slowly. “Did you look inside it?” he asked softly.

“No, I didn’t. It isna any of my business is it?” she told him, then she walked out the door. A little while later, she brought him in a plate of food. She paused and called out his name from the doorway, “Arrow, I brought ye some food.”

“Come in then,” he replied as he tried to sit up. There was a sharp pain in his head but he ignored it. He heard Blaze whine beside him and as soon as Kenzie set the tray on Arrow’s lap, she went over to the window and pulled the curtain to one side. She opened the window and motioned for the dog. “Come on then dog, out with ye. Just stay out of sight aye? I’d hate to see ye shot.”

Blaze disappeared out the window. 

Kenzie watched as he made his way up to the wood line.

“Is he out of sight?” Arrow asked.

“Aye, he is.” She turned back to Arrow and regarded him with a smile. “I made you fried potatoes to your twelve o’clock, Scrambled eggs at three o’clock and ham at nine o’clock. I’ll make you another cup of tea if you can keep that down.”

Arrow’s lips twitched. “I thank you. It smells good. Can I get some water as well?”

“Aye, I’ll fetch it for you.” Kenzie went to the kitchen and poured a pitcher full of water and ice. Grabbing a glass, she headed back to the bedroom. She set the pitcher and glass down on the table beside him and noted he had finished his meal. 

“So tell me about yourself.” Arrow invited. He patted the bed beside him. 

Kenzie sat down. “What would you like to know?”

“I can hear you have an accent.” Arrow hinted.

“Oh, aye.” Kenzie chuckled. “My parents come from Scotland and growing up, I spoke like them. I try not to make a habit of it but once in a while, their words come out.” She tucked a strand of hair behind her ear. “And what about yerself? I can see you’re an Indian.”

Arrow raised an eyebrow. “Yes I am, but only part, does it make a difference?”

“Not to me,” she told him. “Does the light bother yer eyes a good deal?”

“The headache is back,” he admitted.

“Would it help to block out the light?”

“It might, what do you have in mind?”

“Well, not to be kinky or anything, but I could fashion some kind of blindfold if that would suit ye,” Kenzie offered.

“Sure, why not.” Arrow shrugged. 

Kenzie got up and went back to the kitchen. Grabbing the medical kit, she brought out an ace bandage. It would work for what she intended. Going back, she found the dog had returned. Rather than do it herself, she handed Arrow the material. “Yer dog is back, so I’ll let you put this on. Its self-adhesive, so all you have to do is brings the ends together.”

Arrow fit the bandage over his eyes and felt the relief. He nodded as the pain eased. He turned his head and asked, “How long have I been out?”

“It’s just after four in the afternoon, but I found you about three days ago. My friend Mona came the first morning and I’ve been waiting for you to wake up.”

Arrow sighed. “Has anyone come looking for me?”

“No, I haven’t seen anyone around all day. “I’ve brought you another cup of the tea ye had earlier. It’s on the table next to yer bed.”

Arrow nodded. “What did you call it before?”

“It’s willow bark tea. It eases the headache.”

“It’s not a name I recognize.”

“Not many people do, recognize it mean.” Kenzie chuckled. “It’s an herbal remedy. My Mum tries to stick with the herbal stuff, she can’t take most of the pills and such.” 

“Then I have your mother to thank,” Arrow told her. “I don’t take much for medicine either. In my line of work, I have to be clear headed.”

Kenzie felt curious about his work and opened her mouth to ask, then heard a car stop outside. She noted Arrow heard it as well. “Please stay here. I need to see who that is.”

She returned a few minutes later with Mona in tow.

“Well, I see you’re awake finally,” Mona said.

Kenzie quickly made introductions. “Arrow, this is my friend, Mona. She’s as close as we have to a doctor here in town. She came the other morning to see to your head.”

Arrow turned to the last place he heard Mona’s voice. “Thank you for attending to me, ma’am.”

Mona stared at him briefly then turned to Kenzie and mouthed, “Ma’am?” Turning back to Arrow she said, “No worries. Glad to meet you, Arrow. How’s the head feeling?”

“I guess I’ll live.” 

“He can’t see,” Kenzie announced softly.

“I’m not really surprised.” Mona reached out to take the blindfold off. 

Arrow stiffened as she touched his head but didn’t say anything. 

“Whoever hit you meant to do some damage.”

“That he did,” Arrow agreed. “Will I get my sight back, do you think?”

“Oh, I think so,” Mona told him. “You’ve got a concussion, due to the blow and I think when that eases, your eyesight will come back. I think it’s caused by pressure on the optic nerve. It may take a day or so longer but you should be able to see shadows soon enough. I didn’t see any damage to your eyes the other morning. You should get as much rest as possible though.”

“I don’t think I’ll be going anywhere anytime soon,” Arrow assured her.

“Would you like something for the pain?” Mona asked.

“No thank you. Kenzie has been giving me her tea and that’s working well.”

Mona made a face. “I’ve had Kenzie’s tea. How can you drink that swill? Yuck.”

Arrow laughed. “It’s all right. I can’t take most drugs anyway.”

Mona patted his arm. “Can’t or won’t?”

Arrow shrugged. 

Mona patted his arm again. “Most people who tell me that is because they won’t take western medicine and while I don’t disagree with most of it, an aspirin once in a while doesn’t hurt.”

Arrow nodded. “I can understand that, but I have an allergy to aspirin so I have to be careful.”

“Well, be that as it may, I have to get home. My dog needs to go out and I’m hungry,” Mona told them. 

“I’ll walk you out,” Kenzie commented.

Mona picked up her bag and followed her out of the bedroom. 

When they were outside Kenzie asked, “Do you really think he’ll see again?”

Mona put her bag in the car and nodded. “I do. He’s got a nasty head wound and unless you can convince him to see another doctor, there is very little I can do for him. It would be best if you could take him to Tyler or even Dallas but...”

Kenzie smiled. “He wouldn’t go anyway. I think we both know that much. A very stubborn man is our Arrow.”

Mona paused and stared at her for a moment. “What do you know about him? Has he said anything about how he came to be attacked? Was it just a random thing or was someone out to get him? Maybe you should call Calvin.”

Kenzie shook her head. “I don’t know what happened, but I canna call the police, not yet anyway. If I feel in danger, I will call someone but right now, I need to give him some time.” She turned her head to look at the cabin, as if she could see the man inside. “He’s no danger to me.”

Mona laid her hand on Kenzie’s arm. “How do you know that?”

Kenzie smiled. “I just know it.”

“Girl, that’s a foolish thought.” Mona opened her car door. “I’ll stop by tomorrow morning on my way to work, if for no other reason than to make sure you’re still alive.”
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Chapter Four
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Kenzie chuckled as she watched her friend drive away. She turned and to walk back to the cabin, then felt someone watching her. She looked up and searching the area, she saw a man standing on the edge of the woods just inside the trees. From this far away, she couldn’t see who he was only that he was there. She stared for a moment then saw him turn and disappear into the trees. Kenzie shivered.

Going back inside, she made a pot of tea. While she waited for the water to boil, she went through the cabin to check that the windows and doors were all locked. If someone was out there watching, she wasn’t going to make it easy for them to get inside.

Checking on Arrow, she found him asleep again. Setting the tea on the bedside table, she went back out into the main living room part of the cabin. Sitting in the window seat facing the lake, Kenzie watched as the sun began to sink further into the water’s edge. She loved this time of evening. For the most part, her day was done and she could relax. She also hated this time of the day. Relaxing meant thinking about things that only led to painful memories. She had been trying so hard to forget her past.

Reaching up, she ran her fingers across the necklace she wore under her shirt. Then just as quickly, she allowed her fingers to down to her side. She shook her head and whispered, “Not tonight.” I’m sorry Joe, I can’t let you in tonight. It’s too painful to recall.

She closed the curtains on the bay window, blocking out the view then went over to the fireplace and started a fire. The evenings were cool out here by the lake. Normally this time of year was too warm for a fire but she felt cold right down to her bones. Sitting beside the hearth, she got lost in the flames. She hadn’t turned on the light yet but for now, the fire was the only light she needed.

She didn’t know how long she sat there before she heard him but the sounds of Arrow’s restlessness broke through her fog. Kenzie frowned and went to the doorway of his room.

Arrow looked like he was sweating and groaning as if in great pain. She rushed over to the bed and reached out her hand to touch his forehead. He was burning up!

She went to the kitchen for a basin of cool water and a cloth to bathe him with. When she returned, Arrow was thrashing around the bed. The blanket she had covered him with was half on the floor. Setting the basin down, she tried to calm him. Reaching for his shoulders, Arrow grabbed her wrists in a steely grip. Kenzie gasped and called out his name.

“Arrow, please stop you’re hurting me.” She hissed, as his grip got tighter.

Arrow tried to open his eyes but couldn’t do it. The light from the living room blinded him. He pulled her down and whispered in her ear, “I’m going to kill you slowly.” Then he fell back as if exhausted. 

Kenzie frowned and moved away with great care. She was worried about how fast the fever had come on him. Taking a deep breath, she reached for the cloth and dipped it in the basin. Wringing it out, she reached out and began bathing his face. 

His skin felt quite warm and as she wiped the sweat away, She remembered something Joe had written in one of his letters. He’d written that his commander, Captain Caine was sick with malaria at the moment and he was glad that he never had that disease. She already figured out that this was the man Joe had talked about. Staring at him, she wondered if the stress of the attack had brought on the fever?

Running the cool cloth over his skin seemed to help. Dipping down his neck to his shoulders and chest Arrow now seemed calmer. Kenzie thought about what Joe had written and she knew she would need to get some quinine to help Arrow but she didn’t have a prescription for that. Then she remembered Cinchona bark tea would work as well. It was a natural quinine.

When Arrow was asleep again, Kenzie got up and went to the kitchen. For the first time she blessed her mother’s quirk for herbal teas. Opening a cabinet, she glanced through the million bottles her mother kept different herbs in. Cinchona bark wasn’t often used for anything other than malaria but she hoped her mother had some anyway. The small bottle way in the back produced what she was looking for and Kenzie shook her head.

Grabbing a tea kettle, she put water in it and turned on the stove. She placed the bark in a fusser in the tea kettle and poured hot water into the pot. While the tea brewed, she got another pot out and placed more of the bark in it. 

After twenty minutes, she poured a cup of the strong brew and took it to Arrow. Sitting down on the bed beside him, she helped him drink the strong, bitter tea. He frowned at the taste but she made him drink the whole cup. When he was done, she laid him back on the bed and began the bathing process all over again. She had to keep him cool while the fever burned.

Every couple hours or so, she gave him another cup of the tea and in between times, she would give him water.

By midmorning the next day, Arrow was sleeping a normal sleep. 

She watched him for the longest time before she went back to the living room and laid on the sofa. 

Kenzie was exhausted but she knew she couldn’t rest until Arrow was over his fever. For the next two days, she bathed his sweat away, poured more tea down his throat and finally on the third day, he seemed a little better. 

Mona had relieved her off and on during this time, so she could get some rest but mostly, Kenzie took care of him. Kenzie had begged Mona to keep his being here a secret until he was better and reluctantly, Mona had agreed.

It was on the seventh night of his stay that Arrow’s thrashing woke Kenzie up again. Fearing a return of the fever, she hurried to his room. 

At the door, she paused and watched him for a moment. This wasn’t a fever induced episode but more like a nightmare. 

Arrow’s face wasn’t bathed in sweat but his eyebrows were drawn down. The light from the fire in the living room showed him twisting and turning in the bed. He was caught up in the horror of his dreams.

Kenzie wanted to go to him but then her ears caught his mumbled words and she couldn’t move from her position in the doorway.

“This is Alpha One Bravo, requesting assistance,” Arrow shouted. “We are under attack. They have us pinned down, Unknown number of shooters. We have one man down and need help out here. Joe, get your head down man, somebody check on Justice, I saw him go down. Watch your back.”

Kenzie’s body jerked at the name Joe and she stared at him in horror. She felt weak and leaned against the doorframe as she listened to Arrow’s hoarse voice.

“Damn it man, we need some help, we’re located fifteen miles outside the stronghold and we’re being cut down by inches. We have one man down and I can’t see where the enemy is at. We need some help. God damnit Joe, stay down man. I don’t want to lose you too. Justice’s down and help is coming.” Arrow sat up and the shouting continued. Then he jerked and grabbed his shoulder. “I’m hit, fuck...I’m hit!” He screamed. “They aren’t going to get here in time!”

Arrow laid down in the bed again but his nightmare continued. His body heard the sounds of the battle and jerked with the remembering. “Joe, we need a distraction. We won’t see morning unless we can see them....No Joe, not you. Stay down. Keep your head down man. NO!”

He was quiet for a moment then he sobbed. “No Joe, I told you to keep your head down.” 

Kenzie slid down the doorframe and plopped down on the floor in a fog of confusion. Tears rolled down her cheeks and her hands went to the chain around her neck. Then she jumped with a startle when something cold and wet nudge her. She turned her head and saw the dog next to her. Reaching out a hand, she touched his head. The dog whined and laid beside her. She glanced over at the bed and could see Arrow laying quiet now. 

His nightmare was over and hers had just begun.

Getting to her feet, she looked down at the wolf-dog. “I wish you could understand me.” She motioned to the bed. “Go to him, stay with him. He needs you now more than ever.”

Blaze stood up and turned toward the bed. He went over to it and jumped up beside his master. He looked at her for a moment then laid down beside Arrow. 

Arrow jerked and reached out his hand. Grabbing the dog, he relaxed, still caught up in his sleeping state.

Kenzie turned and made her way back to the fireplace. Before she settled down, she went over to the sideboard and picked up a decanter bottle and a glass. Taking it back, she sat down on the floor and poured herself a glass of the amber liquid.

Staring into the flames of the fire, she sipped the liquid gold in her glass. As the liquor slid down her throat, it built a fire inside her. Her own thoughts were chaotic as she remembered them. Her tears were drying but the questions in her mind were racing.

Her heart had almost stopped when he called out Joe’s name. She’d seen the tattoo on his wrist and it had been as familiar to her as her own. What didn’t occur to her was who Arrow really was, but now she knew. And that knowledge was as painful to her as being cut by shattered glass. In fact, that’s what her heart felt like, like shattered glass. Broken into a thousand pieces.

Kenzie tipped her head and touched her forehead to the glass in her hand. The sob came from nowhere and once she started, she couldn’t stop. The next few minutes were lost as the past came back with a vengeance.

She was so lost she didn’t hear him come out of the bedroom until he was sitting beside her. She jumped when he wrapped his arms around her, gathering her close to him. Kenzie tried to pull away but Arrow wouldn’t let her escape.

She surrendered to him and wept until she couldn’t weep any more. She closed her eyes briefly and felt the warmth from his body seeping into hers. She finally broke away and wiped her cheeks. “I’m sorry.” 
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