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The fog rolled in before she was fully aware of it. Jacqueline Stewart was too wrapped up in goodbyes and worry to notice the white creeping across Route 29 until it had swallowed the road entirely. She gripped the steering wheel of her minivan and leaned forward, as if the extra three inches would help her see through the gauzy curtain her headlights kept throwing back at her. She’d driven this stretch a hundred times in her life, the long empty corridor between the university and home, but tonight it was like driving into nothing.

Her eyes were still swollen from crying. She’d held it together through move-in day. She’d assembled the under-bed storage bins and hung the tapestry and made both beds with the extra-long twin sheets, and she’d hugged Lily and then Sam and told them she was so proud, so excited for them, and she’d smiled the entire walk back to the parking lot. Then she’d gotten into the van, closed the door, and sobbed until her ribs ached.

Eighteen years. She’d poured everything she had into those two humans, every ounce of love their father hadn’t bothered to give, and now they were unpacking their lives into cinder-block dorm rooms, and she was driving home to an empty house with a cat who barely tolerated her.

The fog thickened. She slowed to thirty, then twenty.

That’s when she saw the lights.

Hazy and golden, bleeding through the fog, she made out a building. She squinted. A sign, too blurred to read, but the shape of it, that distinctive neon coffee cup with the cracked handle...

No.

Jackie’s foot hit the brake. The van rolled to a stop in a gravel lot that shouldn’t exist.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Al The Qiag






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





