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For the broken in spirit
who are still searching for the goodness...

May you discover
that  love was closer than you ever imagined.

 

 

Why This Book Exists…

There’s a quiet question most people carry, even if they don’t say it out loud:

Is this really it… or is there more?

We build, we strive, we search.
We reach for success, for peace, for meaning—hoping that somewhere along the way, life will finally feel… full.

If you’ve ever felt like there’s more to life than what you’ve been shown—
you’re not wrong.

And you’re not alone.

This is an invitation
to discover what has been there all along…
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THE GIFTS OF CHRIST INTRODUCTION 

 

Why This Book Was Written and the Journey Ahead

 

There are few subjects in the modern church that stir more hunger, hope, confusion, argument, and caution than spiritual gifts.

Some believers have been taught to avoid them. Others have been taught to chase them. Some have been strengthened by genuine grace carried beautifully. Others have been bruised by real gifts carried through immature vessels. Some have watched titles become heavier than love. Others have quietly carried grace for years without being recognized, because their part did not fit the visible mold.

This book was written to help bring clarity, safety, maturity, and beauty back to that conversation.

It is not written to create suspicion around the gifts.
It is not written to flatten every grace into sameness.
It is not written to build another ladder of spiritual status.

It is written because the gifts of Christ are real, the Body still needs them, and grace must be carried in the nature of the One who gave it.

The aim of this book is not merely to help the reader identify categories. The deeper aim is to understand the source, purpose, stewardship, and safe environment of spiritual grace in the Body. This is not simply a book about gifts. It is a book about how grace functions under Christ.

This book also belongs inside a larger building project.

Living the Very Good Life helps us build the house.

The Book of Christ helps us see the life.

The Doctrine of Christ helps us lay the foundation.

The Body of Christ shows how that house becomes a living spiritual home filled with shared life under Christ.


The Gifts of Christ helps us understand how the house is furnished, governed, and made livable by grace.
That is the line of the build.

Because gifts do not exist in isolation. They must be understood in the light of Christ as Head, governed by God’s love, stabilized by the doctrine of Christ, discerned within the spiritual landscape, and carried for the strengthening of the Body.

The church does not merely need more gifted people.
It needs safer people.
Truer people.
Mature people.
Humble people.
People who understand that grace is not a performance, but a trust.

 

This book was written to address one of the great tensions in the modern church: real gifts carried by immature vessels.

It also speaks into platform without formation, fear of the Spirit, confusion around leadership, neglect of hidden parts, misuse of power, lack of discernment, and the absence of love as the governing environment of grace.

Many believers have either been wounded by spiritual dysfunction or starved by spiritual neglect. Some have reacted to excess by shutting down. Others have reacted to dryness by chasing anything that feels alive. But both paths can miss the deeper way.

The answer is not to despise the gifts.
The answer is not to idolize the gifts.
The answer is not to fear the Spirit.
The answer is not to abandon discernment.

The answer is to bring the whole conversation back under Christ, under truth, under love, and inside the life of a healthy Body.

 

What This Book Is Addressing

This book addresses spiritual gifts as part of a larger living reality.

It asks:

Who gives the gifts?
What is grace?
What nature makes grace safe?
How does fruit protect function?
Why does inner formation matter before visible ministry?
How do the major New Testament gift frameworks fit together?
Why do visible and hidden graces both matter?
How should grace be stewarded?
And why must every gift remain under the government of love?

This is why the book moves carefully.

Before we talk about visible expressions, we establish the ground.
Before we identify function, we examine fruit.
Before we celebrate gifting, we strengthen formation.
Before we discuss leadership, we understand equipping.
Before we admire visibility, we honor hidden supply.
And before we end with knowledge, we return to stewardship, integration, and flow.

 

The Objective of This Book

The objective is to help the reader understand that spiritual gifts begin with Christ the Giver, not the ego of the receiver.

Grace is not merely a label. It is the divine influence on the heart and the reflection in the life. That influence must be carried with fruit, character, discernment, humility, doctrine, faithfulness, and love.

This book aims to help the reader distinguish the major New Testament gift frameworks without turning them into theological soup. It also aims to restore honor to the quieter graces that often carry the Body when no one is clapping.

The goal is not to make the reader more impressed with gifting.

It is to make the reader more grounded in God’s love, In Christ.

 

The Desired Outcome

By the end of this book, the hope is not simply that the reader can name more categories.

The hope is that the reader becomes less drawn to hype, less intimidated by spiritual language, less impressed by title alone, and more anchored in Christ as Head.

The hope is that the reader becomes more discerning without becoming suspicious, more humble about their own measure, more honoring of the measure in others, and more faithful with what has been placed in their hands.

In simple terms, the desired outcome is this:

that the reader would stop asking only, “What gift do I have?” and begin asking, “How can what Christ has given me become safe, fruitful, and beautiful in His Body?”

That is a better question.

And it leads to a healthier church.

 

The Journey Through This Book

This book unfolds in eight chapters. Each chapter builds on the one before it, moving from worldview, to safety, to formation, to function, to stewardship, and finally back into integration under Christ.

1. THE GROUND THE GIFTS GROW IN

God’s love, In Christ, the doctrine, the Body, the spiritual landscape

This opening chapter establishes the spiritual environment in which true gifting makes sense. Before discussing categories, the reader must understand the soil: God’s love, Christ as Head, the doctrine of Christ, the Body of Christ, and the wider spiritual landscape. This is the worldview chapter.

2. THE FRUIT REVEALS THE ROOT

The fruit of the Spirit as the trustworthy evidence of true connection

Before outward gifting is identified, inward evidence must be examined. Fruit reveals whether the root is healthy. This is the safety chapter, keeping the reader from chasing power without nature.

3. THE FOUNDATIONAL GRACES OF THE SPIRIT

The inner building blocks of spiritual maturity that prepare a believer to carry all other gifts well

Using 2 Peter 1:5–7, this chapter explores faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity as inner graces that help stabilize the believer. This is the formation chapter—the sapling growing into a tree strong enough to shelter others.

4. THE GIFTS SET IN THE CHURCH

1 Corinthians 12:28 gifts explained and distinguished

This chapter explores the gifts Paul says God has “set in the church”: apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healings, helps, governments, and tongues. This is the first major function chapter, giving a clear Pauline framework without turning the subject into theological soup.

5. THE ASCENSION GIFTS OF CHRIST

Ephesians 4 gifts explained as equipping grace

This chapter clarifies apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers as equipping graces given by Christ for the maturing of the saints and the building of the Body. These are not titles of spiritual rank, but graces of responsibility and service.

6. THE OTHER GRACES OF THE BODY

Romans 12 and broader gifts, practical capacities, hidden strengths

This chapter broadens the reader’s vision beyond the most visible gifts, exploring service, exhortation, giving, mercy, leadership, hospitality, intercession, creativity, music, and other practical capacities. This is the hidden supply chapter, where we honor the people who quietly carry tables, tears, and truth.

7. THE GIFTS ARE GIVEN TO BE USED

Stewardship, faithfulness, heart, eternal reward, overcomer mindset

This chapter brings the gifts into personal responsibility. What God gives must be stewarded. This is the activation chapter: use it, grow it, steward it, do not bury it, do not compare it, do not idolize it, and do not neglect it.

8. THE GIVER, THE HEAD, AND THE FLOW

Summary, re-anchor, integration, next steps into BOC

The final chapter gathers the whole book back into God’s love, Christ as Head, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and the believer’s place in the living flow of the Body. It does not end with categories. It ends with the Giver, the Head, and the Flow.

 

Closing Invitation

If this book does its job well, it will not simply help you admire spiritual gifting from a distance. It will help you see that grace is meant to be carried well.

Not competitively, but lovingly.
Not independently, but in the Body.
Not for identity, but for supply.
Not for performance, but for fruitfulness.
Not for self-glory, but for Christ.

So before we begin naming gifts, we begin where all healthy spiritual life begins:

with the ground.

Because before we ask what the gift is,
we must understand the soil it is growing in.

 




CHAPTER 1.  THE GROUND THE GIFTS GROW IN

 

God’s love, In Christ, the doctrine, the Body, the spiritual landscape

 

Before we discuss gifts, we must understand the ground they grow in.

Core Scripture

Ephesians 4:7 (KJV)
“But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”

 

Introduction

This opening chapter establishes the spiritual environment in which all true gifting makes sense.

Before we begin naming categories, distinguishing functions, or exploring how grace moves through the Body, we must first understand the soil: God’s love, Christ as Head, the doctrine of Christ, the life of the Body, and the broader spiritual landscape in which grace must be discerned and carried.

This is the worldview chapter.

Before discussing gifts, the reader must understand the ground.
Before examining function, the reader must understand nature.
Before identifying grace, the reader must understand the Giver.

This chapter puts God’s love and In Christ first—exactly where they belong.

Because if the ground is wrong, even real grace can be misunderstood.
But if the ground is right, what grows from it can be carried with clarity, humility, and trust.

 

In This Chapter

1. GIFTS BEGIN WITH THE GIVER, NOT THE RECEIVER

Grace is not self-generated. Every true gift begins in Christ, not in human ambition, personality, or spiritual performance.

2. GOD’S LOVE IS THE SOIL TRUE GIFTS GROW IN

A real gift may be present, but only God’s love creates the kind of environment where grace matures safely and reflects the nature of Christ.

3. THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST GIVES GIFTS THEIR FRAME

Without sound foundation, spiritual function can become sincere but unstable. The doctrine of Christ gives grace direction, order, and maturity.

4. GIFTS ONLY MAKE FULL SENSE INSIDE THE BODY

No gift exists for isolated self-expression. Grace is given to supply, strengthen, and build the living Body of Christ.

5. THE SPIRITUAL LANDSCAPE MUST BE READ RIGHTLY

Not everything spiritual is the Spirit. Gifts must be understood within the wider reality of spiritual influence, discernment, and life in the Spirit.

Chapter Anchor

The gift is not the beginning—Christ is.
The goal is not visibility—it is faithful supply.
And the safest place to begin is where all true grace begins:

with the Giver, under God’s love, In Christ.

Bridge

So before we ask what the gifts are,
we must first ask where they begin.

Because grace is never self-made.
It is received.

And that means the first thing this book must settle is simple, but foundational:

The gift is not the beginning—Christ is.

 

SECTION 1

GIFTS BEGIN WITH THE GIVER, NOT THE RECEIVER

 

Before a gift can be understood, the Giver must be seen.

 

Core Scripture

“But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” Ephesians 4:7 (KJV)

 

Section Introduction

The first thing this book must settle is simple, but it changes everything:

the gift is not the beginning — Christ is.

If that truth is missed, the rest of the conversation will drift almost immediately.
The church has often spent enormous energy trying to identify gifts, define gifts, rank gifts, desire gifts, imitate gifts, platform gifts, protect gifts, and sometimes even fear gifts—while quietly forgetting the Person from whom all true grace comes.

That is where confusion begins.

Because once the gift becomes the starting point, the soul naturally moves toward comparison, ambition, insecurity, performance, self-importance, and spiritual vanity. 

But when Christ remains the starting point, the entire atmosphere changes. What was once a competition becomes stewardship. What was once ego becomes gratitude. What was once pressure becomes peace. What was once fascination with power becomes reverence for the One who gives it.

This matters because spiritual gifts are not random spiritual accessories.
They are not decorations hung on impressive personalities.
They are not badges of superiority.
They are not proof that someone is more loved, more chosen, or more valuable than someone else.

They are measures of grace—distributed by Christ, for the good of His Body.

And that means the first question is never merely:

“What is my gift?”

The first question is:

“What kind of Christ gives gifts like this, and why?”

That is the beam we must set first.

Because if the foundation is wrong, the whole structure leans.

 

1. EVERY TRUE GIFT BEGINS IN CHRIST

Paul does not say that grace begins in personal desire, temperament, natural charisma, or spiritual hunger.
He says:

“Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”

That one sentence is weight-bearing.

It tells us several things immediately.

First, grace is given.
It is not self-generated.
It is not manufactured by discipline alone.
It is not earned by intensity.
It is not secured by personality strength.

Second, the measure belongs to Christ.
The distribution is His.
The wisdom is His.
The timing is His.
The purpose is His.

Third, what is given is not detached from Him.
It is “the gift of Christ.”
Not merely a gift from Christ in a casual sense, but a grace that still carries the mark, intention, and nature of the One who gave it.

This is why spiritual gifting can never be understood correctly if Christ is treated like the doorway we passed through instead of the living Head we remain joined to.

The gift does not make sense outside the Giver.

A branch may carry fruit, but the fruit only exists because the branch remains connected to the life of the vine. In the same way, a believer may function in grace, but that grace is only healthy, trustworthy, and fruitful when it remains consciously rooted in Christ Himself.

This is why Paul says elsewhere:

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us…” (Romans 12:6)

Notice the order again.

Grace first.
Gift second.

That is not accidental.
The gift is not the source.
The grace is not the servant of the gift.
The grace is the life-flow that makes the gift possible.

And grace itself is not an abstract force floating in the air.
In the New Testament, grace is deeply personal.
It is the generous, active, empowering outflow of Christ toward His people.

So before we ever discuss manifestations, ministries, functions, offices, hidden helps, visible leadership, or the mature order of the Body, we must anchor the heart here:

Every true gift begins in Christ because every true gift is an expression of His grace.

If that remains clear, the soul stays smaller.
The gratitude stays larger.
And the gift remains safer in the hands of the one carrying it.

 

2. WHAT YOU RECEIVED WAS NEVER MEANT TO BECOME YOUR IDENTITY

One of the quietest dangers in any conversation about gifting is this:

People begin to mistake what they have received for who they are.

This is where subtle distortion often begins.

A person receives a grace, and over time that grace can become tangled with self-image.


The teacher begins to need being seen as wise.
The prophetic person begins to need being seen as spiritually sharp.
The leader begins to need being needed.
The helper begins to quietly build identity around indispensability.
The one who carries visible grace begins to fear obscurity.
The one who carries hidden grace begins to resent invisibility.

And all of that can happen while the gift itself is still real.

That is why Paul asks a devastatingly simple question:

“…what hast thou that thou didst not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7)

That verse cuts clean across the grain of human pride.

What do you have that you did not receive?

Not your breath.
Not your mind.
Not your opportunities.
Not your open doors.
Not your spiritual capacity.
Not your grace.
Not your measure.
Not your timing.
Not even your hunger for God, if we are honest, is fully self-originating.

At every level, we are receivers before we are stewards.

And that means the right posture toward gifting is never possession.

It is humble stewardship.

This is not a small correction.
It is a foundational one.

Because once a gift becomes identity, it becomes emotionally dangerous.
Anything that threatens the gift now feels like it threatens the self.
Correction feels like rejection.
Silence feels like neglect.
Another person’s grace feels like competition.
Seasons of hiddenness feel like death.
Loss of platform feels like loss of worth.

But if the gift is received—not owned—then the soul can breathe.

You are not the source of what you carry.

You are the vessel.

And vessels are safest when they remember what fills them.

This is one reason the healthiest people in the Body are often the ones who can carry real grace without constantly needing it to be recognized. They know the gift matters, but they also know Christ matters more.

That is freedom.

And that freedom protects both the vessel and the Body.

 

3. THE FATHER IS STILL THE SOURCE OF EVERY GOOD THING

James gives us another framing line that keeps the whole structure honest:

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights…” (James 1:17)

That means gifting must never be discussed in a way that makes heaven feel mechanical.

The source is not “the system.”
The source is not “the flow” in an impersonal sense.
The source is not “the gift realm.”

The source is the Father.

This matters because when people become fascinated with gifts while losing sight of the Father’s nature, the conversation can become strangely cold, technical, or sensational. The focus shifts from love to power, from relationship to function, from trust to display.

But the New Testament never allows us to separate grace from the character of God.

The Father is the source.
Christ is the giver and distributor within the Body.
The Spirit is the one who manifests and empowers according to divine wisdom.

It is relational at its core.

It comes from love.
It moves through Christ.
It is carried by the Spirit of Truth.
And it is meant to bless people, not inflate personalities.

That is why the nature of the Giver matters as much as the reality of the gift.

If the Father is generous, then gifts are expressions of generosity.
If Christos is self-giving, then gifts are meant to serve.
If the Spirit glorifies Christ, then true manifestation will not ultimately glorify man.

This is one reason why the spiritual life can become distorted when people talk constantly about power but rarely about the nature of God.

Power detached from nature becomes dangerous.
Grace detached from character becomes unstable.
Function detached from love becomes mechanical.
Revelation detached from humility becomes brittle.

So before we ever move deeper into categories of gifting, we need to hear this clearly:

Every true gift carries the fingerprint of the Father’s goodness.

If what is being carried is moving people away from trust, humility, safety, truth, and the likeness of Christ, then something in the carrying—or perhaps even in the claim itself—must be examined.

Because the source of what is truly from above is not confusion.

The source is GOOD.

 

4. CHRIST GIVES DIFFERENT MEASURES ON PURPOSE

One of the quickest ways the soul gets bruised in conversations about gifting is through comparison.

Why do they carry that and I do not?
Why are they more visible?
Why does their grace seem stronger?
Why does their role seem weightier?
Why does their impact look larger?
Why does my part seem small?

But Scripture gives us a stabilizing truth:

Christ distributes different measures intentionally.

Paul does not say everyone receives the same expression.
He says grace is given “according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”

That means difference is not a design flaw.

It is part of the design.

And Jesus Himself illustrates this in the parable of the talents:

“…who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods… and unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability…” (Matthew 25:14–15)

Notice what was delivered:

his goods.

Not theirs.

And notice the distribution:

different measures.

Not because one mattered and another did not, but because the Master knew what He was doing.

This is where many believers need inner healing.

Because the soul often reads difference as inequality of worth.

But heaven does not.

Difference of measure is not difference of value.

The eye is not superior because it is visible.
The hand is not more loved because it is active.
The heart is not less important because it is hidden.
The ligament is not less glorious because nobody applauds it.

The question is never:

“Do I have what they have?”

The question is:

“Am I faithfully carrying what Christ has placed in my hands?”

That question heals comparison.

It also restores peace.

Because the kingdom is not built by everyone trying to become the same thing.
It is built by each part receiving, honoring, and faithfully stewarding what has been given.

This is one reason comparison is so destructive in the Body. It does not merely create emotional pain—it blinds people to their own assignment. A person obsessed with another person’s measure often becomes negligent with their own.

And that is how grace gets buried.

Not because it was absent.

But because it was dishonored through comparison.

So we must say it plainly:

Christ does not mis-measure His Body.

He does not accidentally overbuild one part and forget another.
He does not distribute grace randomly.
He does not create a Body where only the visible parts matter.

He gives differently because the Body needs diversity.
He gives wisely because the Body needs function.
He gives purposefully because the Body is meant to grow.

And that means peace begins when comparison ends.

5. THE FIRST WORK OF MATURITY IS GRATITUDE, NOT SELF-IMPORTANCE

If all true gifting begins in Christ…
If every good gift comes from above…
If what we have was received…
If different measures are intentional…

…then the first right response to gifting is not excitement alone.

It is gratitude.

Not false humility.
Not gift denial.
Not pretending grace is unimportant.
Not shrinking back from what God has truly placed in you.

But gratitude.

Deep, stable, reverent gratitude.

Because gratitude keeps the heart soft.

It allows a person to carry real grace without becoming swollen by it.
It allows a person to serve visibly without needing worship.
It allows a person to remain hidden without becoming bitter.
It allows a person to grow in grace without turning growth into status.

Gratitude is often the first sign that a gift is still resting in the right atmosphere.

This is why the mature believer does not merely ask:

“What can I do?”

They ask:

“What has Christ entrusted to me, and how can I carry it in a way that honors Him and strengthens His people?”

That is a different spirit entirely.

It shifts the whole conversation away from self-display and toward stewardship.

And that is where this book must begin.

Not with spiritual ambition.
Not with fascination.
Not with title.
Not with hierarchy.
Not with speculation.

But with reverence.

Because the moment we forget the Giver, the gift becomes vulnerable to misuse.
The moment we remember the Giver, the gift begins to find its proper place.

And that proper place is never self-exaltation.

It is edification in love.

That is where the whole book is headed.

But before we speak of how gifts function, we must understand the atmosphere they were always meant to live in.

Because Christ does not merely give gifts.

He gives them inside the logic of His own nature.

And that means the next beam must be laid carefully:

not only do gifts begin with the Giver—

they only remain healthy in the environment of His love.

 

Guided Discovery

	
When you think about spiritual gifts, do you instinctively begin with the gift—or with Christ as the Giver?
If your first instinct is function, role, or visibility, what might that reveal about where your attention has been trained?



	
Have you ever subtly tied your worth to what you carry, what you do well, or how others respond to your grace?
Where might Christ be inviting you to separate identity from assignment so your soul can breathe again?



	
Are there places where comparison has made you overlook, minimize, or bury what Christ has actually entrusted to you?
What would gratitude look like if you fully honored your measure instead of measuring yourself against someone else’s?



 

Bridge Into Section 2

If the first truth is that every true gift begins with Christ, then the second truth must follow close behind:

Christ never gives gifts outside the nature of God’s love.

Grace does not grow in ambition.
It does not mature in ego.
It does not become trustworthy in comparison, pressure, or spiritual vanity.

It grows in the atmosphere of the One who gave it.

Which means before we explore the gifts themselves any further, we must establish the deeper environment they were always meant to live in:

 

 

SECTION 2

GOD’S LOVE IS THE SOIL TRUE GIFTS GROW IN

A real gift may be present, but only God’s love creates the kind of environment where grace matures safely and reflects the nature of Christ.

 

Core Scripture

Exodus 34:6 (KJV)
“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.”

Section Introduction

A gift may be real and still not yet be safe.

That may sound strong this early in the book, but it must be said now, because if it is not said now, the rest of the conversation can drift toward fascination with function while quietly neglecting the nature that makes function trustworthy.

The church has often learned how to identify gifts before it has learned how to measure the spirit in which those gifts are being carried.

We notice power.
We notice confidence.
We notice accuracy.
We notice movement.
We notice outcomes.

But heaven does not first ask, “Was something impressive present?”
Heaven asks, “What kind of nature is carrying it?”

This is why the soil matters.

A seed may be alive, but the soil determines what kind of growth it can sustain.
A gift may be genuine, but the environment around that gift determines whether it matures into something beautiful, stable, and life-giving—or whether it becomes distorted by ego, pressure, insecurity, performance, or spiritual immaturity.

And the soil true gifts grow in is not hype.
Not intensity.
Not charisma.
Not platform.
Not spiritual vocabulary.

The soil true gifts grow in is God’s love.

Not love as sentiment.
Not love as softness.
Not love as vague kindness without truth.

God’s love.
The kind revealed in the nature of God Himself.

When the Lord declared His own nature before Moses, He did not begin with power.
He did not begin with thunder.
He did not begin with display.

He began with character.

Merciful.
Gracious.
Longsuffering.
Abundant in goodness and truth.

That is not a side note in Scripture.
That is the plumb line.

That is the line in the sand.

If we are going to talk about gifts, ministries, manifestations, discernment, order, maturity, and the life of the Body, then we must establish from the beginning that everything must be measured in God’s love, In Christ—that is, in the anointed presence and flow of God’s love like Jesus.

If a gift is being carried, we must ask:

	
Is it merciful, or is it harsh?



	
Is it gracious, or is it demanding?



	
Is it longsuffering, or is it impatient and pressuring people?



	
Is it abundant in goodness, or does it leave people bruised?



	
Is it anchored in truth, or does it depend on manipulation, exaggeration, or fog?



 

And as the fuller witness of Scripture unfolds, the same measuring rod continues:

	
Does it release forgiveness, or does it weaponize offense?



	
Does it show good judgment, or does it confuse reaction for discernment?



 

This is not perfectionism.
This is direction.

None of us carry this perfectly yet.
But the pendulum cannot be swinging in the opposite direction while we still call it maturity.

Because gifts do not merely need authenticity.
They need atmosphere.

And the atmosphere where grace matures safely is the nature of God.

 

1. GOD REVEALS HIS NATURE BEFORE HE REVEALS HIS POWER

One of the great mistakes in spiritual culture is to treat God’s power as though it can be understood apart from God’s nature.

But Scripture does not allow that.

Before the gifts are explained, before ministries are listed, before the church is taught how to function together, the Bible repeatedly reveals something deeper:

Who God is…

This matters because gifts are not independent energies floating around for human use.
They are expressions of grace flowing from Christ into His Body.

And if the source is Christ, then the nature of the source must define the shape of the expression.

A river may flow through many channels, but the water still carries the character of its source.

That is why Exodus 34:6 matters so deeply in a book like this.

When God describes Himself, He gives us the climate of heaven:

	mercy


	grace


	patience


	goodness


	truth


 

This is not just theology.
This is how the Kingdom feels when it touches people rightly.

Where God is moving rightly, people may be convicted, but they are not crushed.
They may be corrected, but they are not humiliated.
They may be stretched, but they are not manipulated.
They may be called higher, but they are not driven by fear.

This is a vital distinction.

Because many believers have encountered something called “spiritual” that was forceful, intense, controlling, or emotionally unsafe—and because it wore religious language, they assumed it must have been God.

But the nature of Christ says otherwise.

The Spirit of God does not need corruption to accomplish His will.
He does not need intimidation to produce reverence.
He does not need pressure to produce surrender.

He is fully capable of being both holy and merciful.
Strong and gracious.
True and patient.

That is the nature of Christ.

And if the gift being carried cannot live under that nature, then even if something real is present, something is already out of alignment.

Power that cannot remain inside love is not yet safe power.

That line will matter more as this book unfolds.

 

2. GIFTS GROW BEST WHERE THE NATURE OF CHRIST IS HONORED

A seed can survive in poor soil for a while.

It may even sprout.

It may show signs of life.

But whether it becomes healthy, fruitful, stable, and able to endure is another matter altogether.

So it is with spiritual grace.

A person may begin to move in something genuine from God—discernment, prophecy, helps, leadership, teaching, healing, exhortation, wisdom, mercy, administration, intercession, hospitality, faith—and yet if that grace is carried in an atmosphere dominated by ego, insecurity, competition, suspicion, or performance, the growth becomes uneven.

The gift may still function.
But it will not mature cleanly.

This is where many believers become confused.

They assume that because a gift appears to work, the environment must therefore be healthy.

But fruitfulness and health are not always the same thing.

Something can still be active while already being warped.

A plant can be alive and still be stunted.
A limb can be growing and still be twisted.
A ministry can be fruitful in moments and still be relationally unsafe over time.

That is why the church must stop asking only, “Is there a gift?”
It must also ask, “What kind of soil is this gift growing in?”

Is it growing in:

	humility, or self-importance?


	mercy, or harshness?


	patience, or urgency-driven pressure?


	truth, or image management?


	forgiveness, or stored offense?


	peace, or constant emotional instability?


This is not cynicism.
This is stewardship.

God’s love is not just the moral wrapper around gifts.
It is the growth medium.

It is the soil.

It is the environment in which grace becomes beautiful instead of dangerous.

A church may admire gifted people.
But heaven is building something deeper than admiration.

Heaven is forming a Body that looks like Jesus.

And Jesus does not merely do powerful things.
He reveals the Father.

That means true gifting is never meant to merely demonstrate ability.

It is meant to carry the nature of Christ into human experience.

That is the standard.

Not just manifestation.
Representation.

Not just function.
Nature.

Not just “Did something happen?”
But “Did it look and feel like the heart of God?”

 

3. LOVE IS NOT AN OPTIONAL VIRTUE ADDED TO GIFTS—IT IS THE SAFETY OF THE GIFTS

Many believers unconsciously treat love as though it is the “nice” chapter.

The soft chapter.
The warm chapter.
The part we get to after the real power discussion.

But Scripture does not frame it that way.

Love is not the decorative trim around spiritual life.

Love is the structural integrity.

Without it, the whole thing may still stand for a while, but it will not remain sound under weight.

This is why the church has sometimes produced gifted environments that were spiritually exciting but emotionally exhausting.

People were moved.
But not always cared for.

Impressed.
But not always shepherded.

Activated.
But not always formed.

Seen in moments.
But not always made safe enough to stay.

And when that happens, believers often become confused because they think, “But God was moving.”

Perhaps He was.

But that does not automatically mean the vessel was mature, the environment was healthy, or the culture was aligned.

A gift can be present in an environment that is still under formation.

That is why love must not be treated as an optional add-on.

Love is what makes the gift safe enough to trust.

Love is what keeps discernment from becoming suspicion.
Love is what keeps prophecy from becoming performance.
Love is what keeps teaching from becoming control.
Love is what keeps leadership from becoming dependency-building.
Love is what keeps helps from becoming resentment.
Love is what keeps truth from becoming a weapon.

In other words:

Love does not weaken spiritual function.
Love rightly governs it.

That is a major beam in this whole book.

The more real a gift is, the more important love becomes.
Because the more influence a grace carries, the more damage it can do if carried outside the nature of Christ.

This is why immature power can wound.
This is why visible gifting can confuse people.
This is why the church needs both celebration and discernment.

Not because we are trying to reduce expectancy.
But because we are trying to preserve beauty.

The goal is not merely gifted people.

The goal is a trustworthy Body.

And trust grows where God’s love is consistently present.

 

4. JESUS IS THE PERFECT PICTURE OF POWER REMAINING INSIDE LOVE

If we want to understand what safe gifting looks like, we do not begin with personalities.

We begin with Jesus.

Because in Him, power never outran nature.

He carried authority without self-exaltation.
He carried discernment without paranoia.
He carried correction without cruelty.
He carried truth without posturing.
He carried miracles without self-advertisement.
He carried holiness without losing tenderness.

He could confront Pharisees and comfort children.
He could rebuke Peter and restore Peter.
He could cleanse the temple and still weep over Jerusalem.
He could speak with authority and still wash feet.

This is what spiritual maturity looks like.

Not weakness.
Not softness without spine.
Not tolerance without truth.

But power fully governed by the nature of God.

That is what it means to live In Christ.

Not merely to believe certain truths about Him, but to increasingly flow in the anointed presence of God’s love like He did.

That is why Jesus is not only the giver of gifts.
He is the pattern for how gifts are meant to be carried.

The church often studies what Jesus did.
It must also study how He did it.

Not just the miracle, but the manner.
Not just the authority, but the atmosphere.
Not just the outcome, but the nature.

Because the nature is the witness.

A miracle may get attention.
But the nature of Christ is what tells people heaven is truly near.

And this is the burden of this section:

If the church learns to pursue gifting without equally pursuing the nature of Christ, it may still produce activity—but it will not produce the kind of mature beauty the Father desires.

But when grace grows in the soil of God’s love, something different happens.

The gift does not merely impress.

It nourishes.

It steadies.

It builds.

It protects.

It heals.

It reveals.

It begins to feel less like performance and more like home.

And that is what the Body of Christ was always meant to become.

 

5. THE BODY MUST LEARN TO MEASURE EVERYTHING BY THE NATURE OF GOD

If this book is going to help the church, it cannot simply teach people how to identify categories of gifting.

It must give them a measuring rod.

Because discernment without a measuring rod quickly becomes preference.
And preference dressed in spiritual language can do enormous damage.

Some people call intensity “anointing.”
Some call confidence “authority.”
Some call pressure “conviction.”
Some call control “covering.”
Some call reaction “discernment.”
Some call emotional force “the Spirit.”

But what if the real question is simpler and deeper?

Does it agree with the revealed nature of God?

That question has teeth.

Does this expression carry mercy?
Does it show compassion to the suffering?
Does it carry patience, or does it create pressure?
Is it rooted in loving-kindness?
Is it dependable in truth?
Does it release forgiveness?
Does it show good judgment?

This is not a formula.

It is a plumb line.

And like any plumb line, it is not there to shame the builder.
It is there to keep the wall straight.

The pendulum does not have to be perfect, but it cannot be swinging in the other direction.

That is mature discernment.

Not perfectionism.
Not suspicion.
Not idealism detached from reality.

But a sober, loving commitment to keep measuring spiritual life by the nature of Christ.

Because in the end, every grace will be accountable to the Kingdom that endures forever.

And the Kingdom that endures forever is not built on charisma.
It is not built on gifted personalities.
It is not built on moments of power divorced from character.

It is built on the nature of God.

Mercy.
Grace.
Patience.
Goodness.
Truth.

And through the wider witness of Scripture, we see the same kingdom pattern continue:

Forgiveness.
Righteous judgment.

This is the kind of environment where gifts become trustworthy.
This is the kind of environment where people can breathe.
This is the kind of environment where growth can endure.
This is the kind of environment where the Body begins to look like Jesus again.

And that is why God’s love is not merely a theme in this chapter.

It is the soil everything else in this book must grow in.

Guided Discovery

1. Do you notice Power first or nature first?
If you notice power first, that does not make you wrong—it just means you may have been trained to equate visible impact with spiritual maturity. The healthier pattern is to appreciate the gift while immediately asking what kind of spirit is carrying it.

2. What warning signs are often missed?
Common early warning signs are pressure, self-focus, impatience, emotional instability, lack of humility, inability to receive correction, or a repeated pattern where people feel impressed in public but unsettled in private. Often the gift was real—but the soil was poor.

3. What needs re-evaluating?
Look for places where something appears spiritually effective, but does not consistently reflect mercy, patience, truth, peace, forgiveness, and good judgment. The goal is not to become cynical. The goal is to become lovingly accurate.

 

Bridge to Section 3

If God’s love is the soil true gifts grow in, then the next question becomes unavoidable:

How do we know when that soil is actually healthy?

Because it is possible to talk about love in vague language while still carrying a life that does not truly reflect Christ.

That is why the next foundation must be laid carefully.

Before we move into outward expressions of grace, we must establish the inward evidence that tells us whether the root system is sound.

Because in the Kingdom of God, the fruit always tells the truth about the root.

 

SECTION 3

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST GIVES GIFTS THEIR FRAME

 


Without sound foundation, spiritual function can become sincere but unstable. The doctrine of Christ gives grace direction, order, and maturity.

 

Core Scripture

Hebrews 6:1–2 (KJV)
“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”

Section Introduction

If Section 1 settled that gifts begin with the Giver, and Section 2 settled that gifts must grow in the soil of God’s love, then this section must now settle the next great necessity:

true grace also needs a frame.

A seed may be real.
A seed may be good.
A seed may even be alive.

But if there is no right environment…
and no right support…
and no right structure…

it can still grow crooked.

The same is true in spiritual life.

A person may carry a real measure of grace.
A person may have encountered the Spirit.
A person may even move in something that genuinely touches others.

But if that grace is not held inside the Doctrine of Christ, it can become sincere but unstable.

This is where much of the modern church has quietly drifted.

Many have pursued experience without foundation.
Many have chased manifestation without formation.
Many have emphasized power without process.
Many have celebrated gifts while neglecting the very doctrine that was meant to mature the vessel carrying them.

But the New Testament never separates these things.

Christ does not merely give gifts.
Christ also forms people.
And He forms them through truth.

The Doctrine of Christ is not dry theology for scholars.
It is not a dusty shelf of religious information.
It is not a technical category for seminary classrooms.

It is the living framework of maturity.

It is the spiritual architecture that keeps grace from collapsing under its own weight.

Because a gift may attract attention…

but only sound doctrine teaches a life how to stand.

And if this whole chapter is about the ground the gifts grow in, then here we must say it plainly:

God’s love is the soil.
The Doctrine of Christ is the frame.
And together, they create a life where grace can grow safely In Christ.

 

1. FOUNDATION IS NOT OPTIONAL

Before anything rises, something must be settled underneath it.

That is the language of Hebrews 6.

The writer does not dismiss the Doctrine of Christ as elementary because it is unimportant.
He calls it foundational because everything built after it depends on it.

A builder never insults the slab.

He may not stand there admiring concrete all day, but he knows this much: if the foundation is wrong, the whole house pays for it later.

The church often admires what is visible.

Gifts are visible.
Power is visible.
Influence is visible.
Words are visible.
Platforms are visible.

But foundations are usually hidden.

Repentance is hidden.
Faithfulness is hidden.
Baptismal reality is hidden.
Submission to Christ is hidden.
Resurrection hope is hidden.
Eternal accountability is hidden.

Yet hidden things carry visible things.

And when hidden things are weak, visible things eventually begin to crack.

That is why Hebrews does not say, Skip the foundation and chase the spectacular.

It says, in effect:

settle the foundation so maturity can actually hold.

This matters deeply for gifts.

Because gifting without foundation can produce:

	zeal without stability


	boldness without wisdom


	language without understanding


	movement without direction


	confidence without accountability


	sincerity without maturity


 

A person may mean well and still be structurally unsound.

That is not condemnation.

That is construction language.

And construction language is mercy when used early enough.

The Doctrine of Christ tells us that the goal is not merely to have activity.

The goal is to become the kind of person who can carry grace well.

Because heaven does not only care whether something is real.

Heaven also cares whether it is safe to build on.

A real gift may begin a moment.
A real foundation can sustain a life.

 

2. THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST TRAINS THE INNER MAN

Many believers think doctrine means information.

But in Scripture, true doctrine is not merely meant to fill the mind.

It is meant to shape the person.

The Doctrine of Christ is not just a list to memorize.
It is a pattern that trains the inner life toward maturity.

Hebrews 6 gives us six foundational movements:

	repentance from dead works


	faith toward God


	the doctrine of baptisms


	laying on of hands


	resurrection of the dead


	eternal judgment


 

These are not random religious topics.

They are structural beams.

They form how a believer thinks, turns, trusts, receives, hopes, and lives under accountability.

Take the first one:

repentance from dead works.

That is not merely feeling sorry.

That is learning to stop building life on what cannot produce life.

That alone changes how gifts are carried.

A person who has not learned repentance may still minister, but they will often protect image over truth.

A person trained in repentance can be corrected without collapsing.

That is maturity.

Then:

faith toward God.

Not faith in self.
Not faith in gifting.
Not faith in charisma.
Not faith in atmosphere.
Not faith in emotional intensity.

Faith toward God.

That means the center of gravity is not the vessel—it is the Father.

That changes everything.

It keeps the soul from trying to become the source.

It keeps the gift from becoming identity.

It keeps ministry from becoming self-importance with a Bible verse attached.

Then:

the doctrine of baptisms and laying on of hands.

These teach that spiritual life is both personal and participatory.

There is cleansing.
There is identification.
There is impartation.
There is recognition.
There is shared life in the Body.

But these things are never meant to become mystical shortcuts around character.

And finally:

resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.

Now the horizon widens.

The believer is trained to live in light of what outlasts this age.

That changes motive.

That purifies urgency.

That steadies ambition.

That humbles pride.

A person who truly lives in the light of resurrection and eternal judgment cannot casually turn grace into performance forever.

Sooner or later, eternity sobers the room.

This is why the Doctrine of Christ matters so much to gifts.

Because it does not merely tell you what you can do.

It teaches you who you are becoming.

And in the Kingdom, that is always the more important question.

A gift may express grace in a moment.
Doctrine teaches the vessel how to live under grace over time.

 

3. GIFTS NEED DIRECTION, NOT JUST ACTIVATION

There has been much emphasis in modern church culture on activation.

Activate the gift.
Stir the gift.
Impart the gift.
Release the gift.
Step out in the gift.

And there is truth in that.

Scripture absolutely speaks of stirring what God has given.
Paul told Timothy not to neglect the gift in him.
He told him to stir it up.
Grace is not meant to remain buried in fear.

But activation without direction can create movement without maturity.

A man can start a chainsaw.

That does not mean you hand him the framing plan and leave him alone near the load-bearing wall.

That, my friend, is how churches end up with a skylight where the roof used to be.

The issue is not whether something can move.

The issue is whether it knows what it is for.

That is what doctrine gives.

Doctrine gives:

	
context for spiritual function



	
purpose for spiritual expression



	
boundaries for healthy use



	
order for shared life



	
language for discernment



	
process for growth and correction



 

Without that, gifts can become detached from their intended aim.

Prophecy can drift into personality projection.
Teaching can drift into intellectual pride.
Leadership can drift into control.
Helps can drift into resentment.
Discernment can drift into suspicion.
Mercy can drift into enablement.
Faith can drift into presumption.

The gift may still be operating.

But the frame is warping.

That is why the Doctrine of Christ does not quench gifts.

It protects their purpose.

It keeps the grace connected to the Head.

It keeps the Body from mistaking intensity for maturity.

It keeps people from building entire spiritual identities around one function while neglecting the larger work of becoming like Christ.

And that is the real point:

The goal of the gift is not merely expression.
The goal of the gift is edification under the nature of Christ.

The Doctrine of Christ teaches a believer how to ask better questions:

Not just:

Is something happening?

But:

	Is this aligned with Christ?


	Does this reflect the nature of God’s love?


	Is this producing maturity or dependency?


	Is this strengthening the Body or centralizing a personality?


	Is this helping people grow up into Christ, or merely admire the vessel?


 

Those are Doctrine of Christ questions.

And the church desperately needs them again.

A gift can be activated quickly.
A life is framed slowly.
The wise do not confuse the two.

 

4. THE MEASURING ROD IS STILL GOD’S NATURE

If gifts begin with Christ…
and if gifts must grow in God’s love…
then the Doctrine of Christ must never be treated as a cold system disconnected from the nature of God.

The frame is not mechanical.

The frame is moral.

The frame is relational.

The frame is Christ-shaped.

This is where your plumb line must be driven into the ground again.

Exodus 34:6 (KJV)
“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth…”

This is not just an Old Testament description.

This is the revealed nature of the God who gives the gifts.

And because Christ is the exact image of the Father, this remains one of the clearest measuring rods in all of Scripture.

So if someone claims spiritual function…
if someone claims authority…
if someone claims revelation…
if someone claims power…

we must still ask:

	
Is it merciful?



	
Is it compassionate toward the suffering?



	
Is it patient, or is it applying pressure?



	
Is it rooted in loving-kindness?



	
Is it dependable truth?



	
Is it releasing forgiveness, or storing offense?



	
Is it showing good judgment under God?



 

This is not softness.

This is discernment.

And this gives the church something far better than suspicion:

it gives the church a Christ-shaped standard.

Not every expression will be perfect.

Not every vessel will be fully mature.

We are all in process.

But the pendulum cannot be swinging in the opposite direction while still demanding to be called spiritual.

That is one of the most dangerous confusions in church culture.

Intensity is not the same as Christlikeness.
Boldness is not the same as purity.
Certainty is not the same as truth.
Influence is not the same as authority.
Manifestation is not the same as maturity.

Exodus 34;6 helps the believer keep asking:

Does this feel like the Kingdom that will endure forever?

Because we will all be measured by the nature of God in the end.

Not by how dramatic we were.
Not by how followed we were.
Not by how impressive we appeared.
Not by how gifted we sounded.

But by what kind of life we built under His name.

That is sobering.

And strangely, it is also freeing.

Because it means the aim is not to become spectacular.

The aim is to become true.

The measuring rod is not hype.
The measuring rod is the nature of God revealed in Christ.

 

5. SOUND DOCTRINE DOES NOT COMPETE WITH THE SPIRIT

One of the great errors of immature spirituality is assuming that doctrine and the Spirit are enemies.

As though structure kills life.
As though truth restrains grace.
As though testing something is automatically unbelief.
As though order is a threat to movement.

But the Spirit of Truth is not offended by truth.

He wrote the Book.

The Holy Spirit is not in competition with the Doctrine of Christ.

He is the One who illumines it, applies it, and forms Christ through it.

So when believers say things like:

	“Don’t put God in a box.”


	“You’re overthinking it.”


	“Just flow.”


	“Doctrine divides.”


	“We don’t need teaching, we need fire.”


 

…they may sound spiritual, but often what they are actually doing is resisting the very framework that protects genuine life.

A river without banks becomes a floodplain.

Water is still real.

Movement is still real.

But life becomes damage when it loses form.

The Spirit is like living water.

Doctrine gives the banks.

Love gives the nature.

Christ gives the Headship.

And the Body becomes the place where that life can flow without destroying what it was sent to nourish.

This is why Paul never separated spiritual life from instruction.

He taught.
He corrected.
He established.
He reminded.
He warned.
He framed.
He fathered.

Not because he loved control.

Because he loved the church.

And that is the real heart of this section:

Sound doctrine is not there to make the church less alive.
It is there to make life sustainable.

It keeps grace from becoming confusion.
It keeps freedom from becoming disorder.
It keeps sincerity from becoming instability.
It keeps power from outrunning love.
It keeps gifts from forgetting their purpose.

And the more a person truly understands the Doctrine of Christ, the more they should become:

	humbler, not harder


	clearer, not colder


	steadier, not stiffer


	more teachable, not more defensive


	more alive, not less


 

Because true doctrine is not dead information.

It is truth that forms a life In Christ.

The Spirit does not fear the frame.
The Spirit fills what Christ has built.

Guided Discovery

Take a moment before moving forward—the key is found in the reflection.

This section is not asking whether you believe in gifts.

It is asking whether your understanding of gifts is sitting on a strong enough foundation to carry them safely.

1. When you think about spiritual gifts, what has been emphasized most in your experience: activation, experience, doctrine, maturity, or character?


Many believers were first taught how to recognize or pursue gifts before they were ever taught how gifts fit into the larger journey of becoming mature In Christ. This question helps expose where your spiritual framework may be strong—and where it may still need reinforcing.

 

2. Which part of the Doctrine of Christ in Hebrews 6:1–2 feels most neglected in today’s church culture—and why?


For many, it is repentance, eternal judgment, or even resurrection hope. These doctrines stabilize motive, humility, and accountability. When they are neglected, gifts can become disconnected from reverence, and spiritual life can quietly drift toward performance or imbalance.

 

3. Have you ever seen a real gift carried in a way that felt structurally weak, confusing, or unsafe? What made it feel that way?


Often the issue is not whether the gift seemed real, but whether the life around it felt trustworthy. Pressure, pride, confusion, defensiveness, lack of accountability, or a drift away from God’s nature are often signs that grace is operating in a vessel that still needs stronger framing.

 

4. Using Exodus 34:6 as a measuring rod, how would you test a spiritual expression in real time?


Ask simple but powerful questions: Is this merciful? Compassionate? Patient? Rooted in loving-kindness? Dependable in truth? Releasing forgiveness? Showing good judgment? This does not require cynicism. It gives discernment a relational, Christ-shaped standard.

 

5. What would become safer, stronger, or clearer in your own life if your gifts were more consciously framed by the Doctrine of Christ?


For some, it would bring humility. For others, courage. For others, peace, clarity, or steadiness. The goal is not to become less available to God—it is to become more deeply formed, so what He entrusts to you can remain fruitful, trustworthy, and life-giving over time.

 

Bridge to Section 4

So now the frame is starting to show itself.

Gifts begin with Christ.
Gifts grow safely in God’s love.
Gifts are stabilized by the Doctrine of Christ.

But there is still one more essential widening that must happen before this chapter is complete.

Because gifts were never given to isolated individuals as private trophies.

They were given to a Body.

And until the believer sees that grace was designed to function in relationship, under Headship, and for shared edification, even sound doctrine can still be misunderstood as something merely personal.

Which means the next beam-line is ready to lay:

Grace becomes most beautiful when it finds its place in the Body.

 

 

SECTION 4

GIFTS ONLY MAKE FULL SENSE INSIDE THE BODY

 

Grace is never given merely for personal expression. Every true gift is designed to supply, strengthen, and build the living Body of Christ.

 

Core Scripture (KJV)

1 Corinthians 12:7
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”

 

Section Introduction

One of the clearest ways gifts become distorted is when they are removed from the reason they were given.

A person may have something real.
A person may carry a measure of grace.
A person may even be accurate, powerful, insightful, or unusually effective.

But if that grace is understood mainly as personal identity, private significance, or spiritual self-expression, something essential has already been lost.

Because in scripture, gifts are not first presented as badges.
They are not trophies.
They are not private possessions.
They are not spiritual accessories added to help a person feel special.

They are presented as supply.

The New Testament does not introduce gifts so believers can build private ministries detached from shared life. It introduces gifts so the Body of Christ can function as a living organism under one Head.

That means this truth must be nailed down early:
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