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Chapter 1 Mastermind

He smiled to himself. He had built his own empire from the money he had inherited. It had taken him years and he didn’t care. Things were wonderful so far. He thought perhaps it was time to get married to keep the money and family legacy together. He knew who he would ask even though he never knew her well. What he did know was that she was into play rather than any kind of work.

He spent time selecting a nice suit and got dressed. He checked himself in the mirror and smoothed his hair. He smiled at his reflection. He was ready to meet her and her twin brother. He took his private transport and soon found himself at the Rosendroff Estate. Technically as a Rosendroff himself, he didn’t need any permission to show up unannounced.

He was let in by the robots and who quickly introduced him to both Renée and Phillipe Rosendroff.

“I present to you, Harold Rosendroff.”

Both Phillipe and Renée blinked.

Phillipe spoke first, “Hello, cousin. What brings you here today?”

Harold bowed. “I came to ask for Renée’s hand in marriage. I’m sure an alliance between us will keep the family legacy going strong.”

Renée frowned. “You’re an old man. I deserve someone young. You probably couldn’t keep up with me in bed.”

Harold gasped. “I would do my best to satisfy you.”

Renée scoffed. “It’s so obvious that you couldn’t. You’re already bald and what hair you have left is white. And just look at your wrinkles!”

Harold sighed. “Is that your answer? Amazing. You’re quite spoiled, Renée.”

Renée continued, “No good for me. I prefer young men who can go all night long. I know I’m just getting started and should have lots of years to come in which I will be able to enjoy myself thoroughly. But not with an old man such as yourself.”

Harold said, “Good day, cousins.” He turned and left the estate never to return to it.

Harold was having a meeting with Edward and Lyndsy Edmunch. He called them in to learn more about the research they were doing.

Harold started the meeting. “I see you two are researching androids. What progress have you made so far?”

Edward answered, “We have a few robots so far and they do much of the menial work. We’re currently trying to figure out how to create a butler android.”

Lyndsy smiled. “We have him designed as far as how he will look. We are having a bit of trouble setting up his brain. However, we are doing our best to base it on how our brains work.”

Harold nodded. “I have looked over your notes and reports so far and everything looks good to me. I would like to fund your research and help you get better equipment. I realize what you’ve been using is quite good, but I know there is better out there to help you understand how brains work.”

Lyndsy asked, “What do you want in return?”

Harold smiled. “You can make me a robot butler too. Just don’t make him look like yours. I would prefer someone a bit older.”

Edward smiled. “Perhaps more like you?”

Harold nodded. “That would be great. Let me know as soon as you’ve discovered how to design the brain.”

Edward and Lyndsy looked at each other and nodded.

Edward said, “Then we accept those terms.”

Harold read the latest report from the Edmunch couple. He smiled. They had finally figured out how to design android brains. They had also designed the look of Harold’s butler and he liked the result. He approved the design for his butler.

He stood up from his desk and turned to look out the window. He was looking forward to having an android butler. His current butler was about to retire and Harold wasn’t able to find a replacement. His current butler had a few suggestions, but none had panned out. Harold wasn’t about to throw out his current butler out of the house. They had an arrangement that he could stay on and train the android. That way the current butler would be able to retire and enjoy the rest of his life.

An alarm blared. Harold turned and pressed a button on his desk. “What is happening?”

“Sir, someone is hacking into our system.”

“Where are they?”

“Apparently the breach is happening within the building. Someone down here.”

“I’m on my way.” Harold ran to the elevator and got to the floor where the computer was getting hacked.

He stepped out of the elevator to see some of his security personnel restraining a young man who appeared to be close to Renée and Phillipe’s age.

Harold frowned at the kid. “How bad is the breach?”

“He was about to wipe the whole memory of our entire system and take it with him.”
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