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Ben’s embarrassing crush on burlesque dancer Dan becomes impossible to keep a secret when Dan invites him to be his fake date at a wedding. The whole thing will push him out of his comfort zone; international travel, so many people, and pretending not to be intrigued by Dan. Maybe he can stop pretending for a few days? Isn’t that what a good fake boyfriend would do?

Dan only invited Ben to the wedding so everyone focuses on the two grooms and not on Dan’s, apparently hilarious, single status. He’s only 32. What’s the big rush to couple up, anyway? If only the location wasn’t so romantic, Ben wasn’t so stunningly hot, and capable, and fascinating, and... He might have a chance of not falling in love. 
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An avid reader, Renée Dahlia writes contemporary and historical queer romance. Renée is a bisexual cis woman who is fascinated by people and loves to explore human relationships, with a side of humour, through her writing. Renée has a degree in physics and mathematics, using this to write data-based magazine articles for the horse racing industry. Her love of horses often shines through in her fiction, and she loves a good intrigue and to escape the real world in the pages of a book. When she isn’t reading or writing, Renée spends her time with her four children, usually watching them play cricket.
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Welcome to SHOW TIME, an mm novella set in the Seraph’s Burlesque Club series. 

This series consists of two gay novellas and three lesbian novels is set in a burlesque club in London. If you love to read about a found family with queer people who thrive, this series has that and more. 

If you love fake dating and secret crushes, then you’ll enjoy Ben and Dan’s romance. 

Please note this series is set after the COVID pandemic and assumes everyone is vaccinated. It’s a bit of a post-pandemic fantasy that doesn’t really reflect reality, unfortunately. There are some discussions around sex work and the impact of a homophobic family (off page). 

This book is written in Australian English and some of the spelling and phrases may be unfamiliar to American readers. 

If you are keen to keep up to date on new releases and, more importantly, sales, I recommend you sign up to my newsletter, or follow me on social media. 

Social Media Links

Twitter

Facebook 

romance.com.au

Instagram 

BookBub

I hope you enjoy reading this book!

Renée 
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July

Ben loved his job at Seraph’s Burlesque Club. It’d been six months now and he’d just signed a permanent contract as the tech person. He loved it here. His colleagues were really friendly, the job was interesting, and there was the side benefit of being surrounded by so much eye candy. Yes, working in a Burlesque club was the perfect place for a shy bisexual. 

“Hey Ben.” Dan, best known for his hula hoop dance, loomed over his desk. Loomed—ha, the guy wasn’t even six foot tall compared to Ben’s stringy six-two, yet his presence was large, and it always felt like he took up so much space. All the dancers at Seraph’s were gorgeous. Ben should be used to being this close to any of them by now; over the past six months he’d seen them all in various states of undress. Having Dan lean over his desk like this made his pulse race. Dan wore a tight white t-shirt that pulled tight across his broad shoulders, strong pecs, and was taut enough around his stomach that Ben could almost see Dan’s perfectly groomed chest hair and that dark line of black hair that went from his breastbone down his stomach and disappeared into his jeans. No one had any right to be this beautiful; and just to top it off, Dan had black hair paired with pale white skin punctuated by freckles that danced across his nose, and brown eyes with a hint of amber and green in them. 

“Hi.” Ben stared at his laptop screen, determined not to listen to the slight Irish lilt in Dan’s voice, and he most definitely wasn’t going to check if Dan was smiling. His skin always tingled whenever Dan grinned. It was so unfair that he had dimples; as if he wasn’t stunning enough already. 

“Do you have a passport?” 

Ben hadn’t expected that. “Yes.” The question was rude, but better than the typical ‘where are you from?’ nonsense that he usually got as tall thin Black man in London. His accent told everyone he was from North Kensington, the suburb made famous by the tragic Grenfell Tower fires. He’d lost friends in that fire. Remembering that broke the spell caused by Dan’s spectacular presence and he glanced up at him. 

“Cool. Are you single?” 

Ben rolled his eyes as he turned back to his laptop screen. “Is this Ask Ben Rude Questions Day?” 

Dan stepped back. “I’m going about this all the wrong way. Sorry.” He didn’t appear to require an answer, so Ben just waited. Time stretched uncomfortably. 

“Um, would you like to...” Dan paused. “...be my plus one at my friend’s wedding in the Greek Isles. I’ll pay for everything.” The scrambled rush of words made Ben blink.

“Could you repeat that?” 

Dan said it again slower, but it still didn’t make sense.

“You want me... Me? To come with you to the Greek Isles as your plus one for a wedding?” Why him? Dan had barely paid him any attention before today. Dan covered his eyes with his hand. Fuck, dancers could be so melodramatic. 

“Please say yes.” 

“Okay?” 

“Awesome. It’s in three weeks. Can I have your phone number? I’ll text you all the details.” 

Ben stared at Dan. He hadn’t actually agreed to this plan but there was something in the way Dan’s eyes sparkled and his body relaxed as if his agreement was a really big deal for him. He could hardly say no now. Besides, it was the Greek Isles, somewhere he’d never been. To be fair, he’d never really been anywhere. He grew up on the Lancaster West Estate, managed to get a scholarship to Cambridge University, and then came back to London where he rented a cheap two-bedroom unit only a few blocks from where he’d been born. Most of North Kensington was too expensive now, but his place was in the poorest pocket. His previous job had paid him enough that he’d been able to save up something of a contingency fund for rainy days. He had never travelled; it seemed like an exorbitant luxury after growing up in with a single mum who supported him and his sister, Rachel, and their grandma. He didn’t drive, so he’d applied for a passport to use as formal documentation, never intending to use it for actual travel. 
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