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      Dear Mr. Eve,

      

      I am just one of thousands of individuals who would likely not been able to get into college and pursue my dreams had it not been for the Arthur O. Eve Opportunity Programs. With the added support of EOP counselors and support staff, like my EOP counselor Dr. Roslyn Berkovitz, EOP students have overcome much and achieved personal and professional success through the programs you sponsored. Your devotion and dedication to helping others has touched so many individuals who in turn have reached out and helped countless children, women and men throughout the world. It is my hope that the letters contained within will help you see just how much of a better world you have made possible.

      
        
        Sincerely,

        Neil O’Donnell

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A NOTE TO READERS

          

        

      

    

    
      My parents taught me to thank everyone who helps you in life. This is my thank-you letter to Deputy Speaker Arthur O. Eve. The program he created and implemented provided me with an opportunity to attend college, an opportunity I am truly grateful for. I am also grateful for the conversations Mr. Eve and I had over the years. While our conversations were brief, he provided great personal and professional advisement that in turn helped me progress, excel, and succeed. For all Mr. Eve has done, I wanted to make certain that fellow students of the Arthur O. Eve programs would have easy access to information about the program’s creator. In essence, I wanted to ensure that a record of Arthur O. Eve’s achievements, sacrifices, and stewardship was available so incoming freshmen and EOP staff could learn about the man who continues to impact so many lives. For historians and those conducting political research, I hope this book provides references and insight that help guide your research efforts. I’m not a historian or a biographer. I’m an EOP graduate who wants to ensure Mr. Eve’s work and accomplishments are forever remembered, especially by fellow opportunity program students Arthur O. Eve’s legacy will help in the years to come. Take care.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ARTHUR O. EVE

          

        

      

    

    
      Arthur Owen Eve, born on March 23, 1933, ultimately rose to political heights through which he successfully led efforts to aid individuals and communities, notably securing millions in aid for impoverished communities in Buffalo while setting precedent that likewise aided the poor throughout New York State and beyond. Known by many as “the conscience of the Legislature” (Thompson 2002, D5), Eve represented New York State and the Buffalo region in particular, serving as a senior member of the Ways and Means Committee and an influential member of the New York State Black and Puerto Rican Legislative Caucus. Throughout his time in politics, Eve continually took on political machines (Gilliam, 1975, p.284), taking on establishment groups and individuals to assure equality and justice for all.

      After his birth in New York City, he soon moved to a housing project in Miami, Florida, with his mother and grandmother where he participated in sports and other recreational activities that were made readily available for area youth (Montgomery, 1992). His athleticism led to his achieving “All-Florida” honors in basketball and his recognizing the importance of extracurricular activities to the successful development of youth. The lack of equivalent programming offered in Buffalo for children and adolescents ultimately served to help influence Arthur O. Eve’s future run for political office. Today, Eve is remembered for his many awards which recently included his receiving a Liberty Award from the New York State Senate, the highest honor the body bestows upon an individual, as well as the 2016 Lifetime Achievement Award in Public Service from the Institute for Latino Studies. For those of us who are graduates of one of the Arthur O. Eve Educational Opportunity Programs, Dr. Eve is a hero.

      Higher Education And Service

      Arthur O. Eve was born in New York City in 1933 and lived there until his parents separated and he moved with his mother and grandmother to Miami, Florida (Institute for Latino Studies, 2016, Montgomery, 1992). After completing school, Eve attended West Virginia State College, but he was forced to withdraw due to a lack of funds (Kraus, 2005, p. 536; Williams et.al. 2005, p. 24). It was at this time he relocated to Buffalo, New York (1953) and soon entered the United States Army, where he served honorably from 1953 to 1955 (Mallegg, 2009, p. 383). Having arrived in Buffalo with less than $10 (Cornell, 2019), the military provided opportunity—an opportunity Eve used to the fullest. Rising to the rank of Corporal, Eve served overseas in Germany, where he found time to facilitate programming for orphans in addition to excelling in basketball and achieving All-Europe ranking (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 54).

      After serving, Eve returned to New York and continued his education at Erie Community College in Buffalo, where he attained an Associate’s degree in 1957 (Williams et al, 2005, p. 24). Finding a job at the local Chevy plant, Eve’s passion led him to seek a position working with youth, providing recreational and enrichment opportunities available in Florida yet not available in the Buffalo region. Directed to speak with a ward leader to see what openings were available, Eve was informed that such positions were given to “party loyals” (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 55).

      Building A Career

      Frustrated with the political system hindering the development of programming for kids, Eve joined the Democratic party and was soon employed helping develop programs for youth. At the same time, Eve organized other community members, getting eligible residents to register to vote and inspiring individuals to get involved and understand what and how events, issues, and legislation were impacting their lives (p. 55). In time, Eve was elevated to a ward leader, a position that further directed him towards politics and battling established party hierarchies.

      Assemblyman Eve

      Eve first ran for office seeking a seat in the New York State Senate in 1965 (Williams et al, 2005, p. 24). Though unsuccessful in gaining the seat, Arthur O. Eve fought on and was elected in 1966 to the New York State Assembly, representing the 143rd district (and later representing the 141st district). His father, an immigrant from the Dominican Republic, Eve was the first Dominican American elected to serve in public office in the United States (Neuman, 2016, A20). It wasn’t long before Eve would face entrenched political forces, and he never waivered during the trials he faced.

      In one of many of his battles with New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller, Assemblyman Eve organized communities from throughout the Buffalo region to protest the barring by unions of Blacks from apprenticeships and, in turn, union membership. Telling the governor he would lie down in front of bulldozers if need be to prevent construction work from commencing in the spring (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 57), Eve and his supporters effectively shut down construction projects in the region for nearly a whole year (1968-69) before the governor relented, paving the way for Blacks to achieve union membership and subsequent construction careers (p. 57). While Eve and his supporters did not obtain all the changes sought (Farrell, 1970, p. 45), a victory was still achieved, opening opportunities for minorities where previously there were none.

      He would, in little time, rise to leadership positions, including both the Deputy Speaker of the Assembly and Deputy Majority Leader (Jeffries, 2000). With a constituency comprised of over 50% African Americans, Eve was instrumental in inspiring minority residents to vote and seek public office. Among his other achievements, reflecting his devotion to serving his constituents, Assemblyman Eve joined the New York State Black and Puerto Rican Legislative Caucus, only the second member of the caucus to represent an upstate district (Jeffries).

      Eve also was a major contributor to and leader for efforts to organize African American communities to register to and actively vote (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 65). From 1989 throughout the 1990s, the span of my undergraduate and graduate school years within the State University of New York system, I continually encountered Deputy Speak Eve as he gave moving speeches on and off campuses about the importance of voting by younger generations, particularly those from minority communities. Many of my fellow students and eventual EOP advisees were moved by Arthur O. Eve to register to vote after hearing him speak. What’s more, many if not most of those who signed up, became active voters. Today, many of us alumni from Educational Opportunity Programs and Higher Education Opportunity Programs remain active voters, still emboldened by the words and wisdom of Arthur O. Eve. Many of us likewise remain voting advocates, encouraging others to register and actually show up on Election Day and vote. It is Deputy Speaker Eve who influenced many of us in this regard.

      Both as Assemblyman for his Buffalo district and as Deputy Speaker of the New York State Assembly, Arthur O. Eve fought tirelessly to improve the lives of all New Yorkers, his style of action to keep pressuring the powers that be until they do what’s right (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 56). What programs and issues did he fight for?

      
        	
Securing funding for K-12: Ever concerned about youth, particularly academically and economically disadvantaged students, and calling what he perceived as the need for “drastic” educational reforms (Weiss, 1986), Arthur O. Eve routinely brought political friends and adversaries together to restore funding to K-12 programs periodically cut from governors’ budgets. This includes leading efforts to protect “after-school tutorial, remedial and employment programs for inner city children” (Eve, 1995, p.12).

        	
Securing contracts for businesses owned by women and minorities: Arthur O. Eve never stopped in his efforts to level the playing field as he fought for funds and other supports for woman and minority-owned businesses (Kraus 2005:536). He was also instrumental in the successful fight to gain women and minorities access to jobs, even threatening to “lie down in front of bulldozers at state construction sites” until minorities were provided with equal access to apprenticeships and subsequent high-paying construction positions (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 56).

        	
Political knowledge and community insight: In his capacity as a member of the NYS Assembly and the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus, Deputy Speaker Eve reached out to politicians to stress the need for interns to earn college credit while working for the Caucus (The Future of Black Studies, 1993, p. 536). The move would provide future leaders with greater insight to the concerns, needs, and obstacles faced by minority communities within New York State and beyond.

        	
Tax amnesty: With families struggling to make ends meet, the burden of financial penalties for late payment of taxes only acerbated the struggles of middle- and lower-income households. To counter this, Eve introduced legislation that would allow the waiving of “late penalties” for taxpayers, a program that some argued could generate well over $100 million, money that would then help balance the state budget (Long Island Business News, 2002).

        	
Gaining access for disadvantaged students to higher education: To this day, Arthur O. Eve continues fighting to assure disadvantaged students gain an equal opportunity to enter college. With SUNY’s Educational Opportunity Program, one of Eve’s crowning achievements, it is only fitting that EOP and its sister program HEOP were ultimately renamed the Arthur O. Eve Educational Opportunity Programs for Education.

        	
Work-release programs: Eve stated that his attention to prisons and reforming the incarceration and treatment of convicted felons began in the late 1960s, when an elderly woman sought his assistance in getting transportation to Attica to see her son (Levy and Miller, 1981, p. 58). Driving the woman to Attica, Eve witnessed firsthand the injustices within the criminal justice system. As Eve’s actions during the Attica Uprising would illustrate, he sought to establish guidelines and measures to ensure inmates received humane and just treatment. Beyond simply introducing legislation to reform the draconian prison conditions that he encountered at Attica, Eve sought to install measures that placed emphasis on the rehabilitation of inmates, which included his backing vocational training, work-release programs, and halfway houses to help parolees successfully transition back into communities (Schulman, 1993).

        	
Informing the community: Arthur O. Eve was recognized by even his political adversaries as someone who fought hard for his constituents, acting to get things done right rather than acting out of “animosity” (Montgomery, 1992). Ever the “conscience” of the Legislature, Eve also continually sought ways to inform his district and people throughout New York State on important issues of the day and related legislative or general political action, even holding regular Saturday radio broadcasts on WUFO (Gates and Fairbanks, 1989). To this day, Eve encourages everyone to take notice of the world and actions around them and stay informed in order to make the best choices in life and the voting booth.

        	
Serving the children: Arthur O. Eve focused much of his energy on helping improve the world and expanding the opportunities for children. From his early efforts to open recreational centers for youth in the 1960s to later in life, whether fighting for aid for literacy programs or organizing community members to discuss ways to help and engage children and adolescents in his district and statewide, making the world a better place for the young remains a primary objective of Eve, even to this day.

      

      Through all his accomplishments, Arthur O. Eve consistently brought stakeholders together, helped identify the root cause of an issue, and facilitated negotiations to address the needs of New Yorkers. While no politician can be successful at every attempt, for me it is the attempts that matter a great deal. Successful more times than not, Arthur O. Eve always kept working to resolve issues and deliver needed resources and services to better the lives of fellow New Yorkers.

      The Educational Opportunity Program

      Vice President Al Gore recognized Arthur O. Eve as an “innovative thinker”, particularly in areas of education and career training (Boyd, 1998). Given the Deputy Speaker’s accomplishments in providing greater access to higher education while also securing more funding for K-12 schools statewide, it’s hard to argue with the Vice President.

      For K-12 schools, Arthur O. Eve fought tirelessly, negotiating deals with politicians throughout the state to make certain Buffalo received needed funding, which included helping to secure funds to end a lawsuit between the city of Buffalo and the teacher’s union (Precious, 2000). Throughout his career, Eve helped the Buffalo metropolitan area acquire tens of millions of dollars more than it would have otherwise received. That calculates into millions more for student needs: teachers, classes, aides, nurses, food, books, and countless other supplies.

      Beyond securing funds, Deputy Speaker Eve also fought rigorously to protect support programming (Eve, 1995). If the state made efforts to remove any educational supports within the Buffalo school system, Eve was there, rallying support from constituents, legislators, and anyone else who could assist. Today, School 61 in Buffalo bears the Deputy Speaker’s name: The Arthur O. Eve School of Distinction. An appropriate honor given Eve’s efforts, but Eve didn’t stop at getting students through high school as he recognized the critical importance of continued education, whether pursuing a trade or a profession requiring college education. For economically disadvantaged students, higher education of any kind was often out of the question, not just for lack of funds to pay for college or a trade school program, but also for a lack of preparation in high school beforehand. The academic rigor of poorer school districts reduced as funds for necessary supports was oftentimes nonexistent; students faced difficult odds of higher education success. Enter Arthur O. Eve!
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